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A new definition of power 


Since the inception of THE 
SportinG News Top 100, 
readers and industry leaders 
have debated the meaning of 
power, as well as who has it. 

Surely, naming Michael 
Jordan as The Most Powerful 
Person in Sports puts that 
question in an entirely new 
context. 

Jordan’s power is measured 
in ways other winners—Tisch, 
Knight, Turner, Murdoch, 
Ebersol—can only dream of. 

All of the former No. 1s 
push business either by dint of 
their personality, or with their 
pocketbook, or with their 
persuasion. Jordan does all of 
those things. 

Jordan also can rivet your 
attention—and mine—in a way 
the others can’t, because he 
has an athletic field on which 
to demonstrate the raw ability 
that is at the core of his 


success. 

As senior writer Steve 
Marantz notes, Michael is one 
of the few personalities in the 
world who is recognized by 
one name. We are increasingly 
aware of his marketing ability, 
and we admire it more 
because he embodies a sheer, 
indomitable will to win. 

In that respect, Jordan may 
be facing his toughest 
challenge to date. “It’s going to 
to take a lot to win without 
(Scottie) Pippen. With him, 
maybe not as much. But when 
you ask for that type of power, 
I'm at my most powerful on 
the court. I’m still confident, 
though frustrated to a degree,” 
Jordan says. 

And how does he react to 
being recognized for having 
extended his power base far 
off the court on which he plies 
his trade? 


“To some degree, it’s 
shocking,” Jordan says. “My 
idea of power is somebody 
like Jim Jannard (the CEO of 
Oakley). He makes the 
decisions for his company. I 
just make suggestions. ... 

“David (Jordan's agent 
David Falk) often asks me 
where I want to be in 10 
years. I don’t know, exactly. I 
just know there are a lot of 
doors to go through. I've 
always been able, to some 
degree, make my own path. 
That approach won't change.” 

It has to change, though, 
when you are The Most 
Powerful Person in Sports. 


E-mail John Rawlings at 
jrawlings@sportingnews.com 
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MICHAEL 
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cologne 


Congratulations 

Michael, a Wi Legend in 
American Excellence... 
Sports, Fragrances and 
Beyond! 


- Bijan 


Choice voice ‘Sorry, Denver. 
The best new team uniform this 
season is sported by TSN.’ 


The reaction to THE 
SportinG News’ new 
format, which debuted in the 
December 8 issue, has been 
overwhelming. Here is a 
sampling of responses: 


Great! Fantastic! Long 
overdue! The expanded 
coverage is awesome. 
From a lifelong subscriber, 
congratulations. 

Shawn Ryan 
Cheektowaga, N.Y. 


TSN: Better than great 
after all these years. We 
will all be lucky if the 
subscription price does 
not go up. I'd probably 
pay it anyway. Also, glad 
to see that my Bengals 
made the cover again 
(even when somebody is 
running over or around 
them). 

Mike Hopperton 
Loveland, Ohio 


As a faithful reader out 
here in the hinterlands 
(literally), I'd like to 
commend the changed 
look. The new layout is 
sharp and fresh and the 
paper stock is more 
readable. I love the 
sidebar features like 
Inside Dish. And 
although I prefer baseball 
and basketball, I'll tip my 
cap to the 800-pound 
gorilla of sports, the NFL, 
and its increased 
coverage. 

Baylis Greene 
Fairbanks, Alaska 


6 TSN © DECEMBER 22, 1997 


Dave Nuss 
Washington, D.C. 


Awesome renovations. I 
have been a subscriber for 
years now and am totally 
impressed with the new 
look. Kudos to whomever 
dreamed the idea up. You 
are providing all the same 
great information in a much 
better magazine. And to 
think I thought there was 
not a way to improve on an 
already great publication. 

Dave Conway 
Dannemora, N.Y. 


The best sports maga- 
zine just got even better. 
Scott Spahn 
Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 


It’s great! Really enjoyed 
all the color photos and 
highlights throughout. 
Having it stapled makes it 
much easier to handle. 

Joanne Radke 
Brown Deer, Wis. 


Kudos from a 38-year- 
old who has been reading 
TSN since I was 13. My 
god, that’s a 25-year 
readership anniversary for 
me. Let's celebrate. 

Jim O'Rourke 
Dallas 


Your new layout is 
magnificent. This is by far 
the best layout of any 
sports magazine. Please, 
keep it this way and 
continue your great 
coverage of all major pro 
and college sports. 

Roger Martin 
Vandalia, Ill. 


I liked the old format 
fine, but this new format is 
outstanding. The analogy 
that comes to mind is the 
fantasy you had as a kid 
about going to the drug 


’ store and finding the 


comic book that had the 
most amazing matchup of 
characters you ever 
imagined. . 
Gerrit Dawson 
Lenoir, N.C. 


The change of THE 
Sportinc News’ layout is a 
winner. The one thing that 
T have always wished for is 
a comprehensive review of 
all sports that includes 
stats, team columns and 
articles that get inside the 
games. I feel that TSN is 
now the top-flight 
magazine for information 
in sports. Job well done! 

Jonathan Hatcher 
Midway, Texas 


It’s an awesome look, 
with the classic reading 
materials and great 
illustrations. You’ve had 
111 illustrious years, and 
the future is going to be 
better. 

Anibal Sosa 
Glendale, Calif. 


I absolutely love the 
new TSN. I’ve always 
thought you ran a classy 
paper, and you've proved 
it once again. Thanks for 
putting out a kick-ass mag. 

Lars Christensen 
Chicago 


I love it! Same great 
stories. More information. 
Outstanding look—sharp 
and slick. 

Joseph A. Shaeiwitz 
Morgantown, W.Va. 


I like the new size; the 
colors seem brighter, the 
paper slicker; and the 
color tabs identifying the 
various sections provide a 
nice touch. I never really 
had any complaints about 
the previous “newspaper” 
appearance of TSN, but I 
must concede the new 
format is a definite 
improvement. 

Fred Lindley 
Dayton, Ohio 


Fantastic! Looks good, 
feels good, reads good. I 
think I just decided to 
renew for 10 more years. 

Sam Fleischer 
East Lansing, Mich. 


As my son said, “Wow. 
It looks cool and has lots 
of great stuff.” I couldn’t 
agree more. Thanks for 
listening to your readers 
and giving us the best 
sports publication in the 


land. Between your online 
and print coverage, I’m in 
sports information heaven. 
Kim Madelaine 
Livonia, Mich. 


I had been sorely 
disappointed in TSN’s 
basketball coverage. The 
season was under way and 
yet there was no team-by- 
team coverage. In short, I 
was letting my subscrip- 
tion run out, But after 
receiving my copy of the 
new format, I’m 
(pleasantly) surprised to 
say I have almost read the 
entire issue cover to cover. 
To say the publication has 
been immensely improved 
would be an under- 
statement. 

Even if you do not 
experience a meteoric rise 
in sales, it is important that 
you have made a lot of 
subscribers very happy. 

Dennis Ledesma 
Staten Island, N.Y. 


I have many fond mem- 
ories of receiving issues of 
THE SportING News from 
my grandfather—at times 
four or five at once be- 
cause I hadn’t seen him 
for weeks. My grandfather 
passed away many years 
ago, but I think even he 
would appreciate the work 
that has been done. 

You did not disappoint, 
but rather overwhelmed 
me. I had no idea the new 
format would change this 
dramatically, but it is simply 
outstanding in appearance. 

I can’t wait to receive 
my issue each week and, 
together with my three 
sons (ages 4-9), we try to 
predict which sport or re- 
cent event will be featured 
on the cover. I am passing 
on the tradition of weekly 
TSNs to them and hope 
the magazine continues 
for years and years. 

Tim Abeln 


Change pain 


I don’t remember being 
polled in your survey, but 
allow me to offer my 
opinion anyway. 

I have subscribed for 
some time and must say 
that I disagree with your 
new look. The larger, 
newspaper appearance of 
your product has always 
appealed to me. Some of 
the improvements are very 
good, but why the glossy 
format? You have 
transgressed into just 
another shiny sports 
magazine whose pages 
stick together and are 
difficult to read under 
natural light. 

What's next, a bathing 
suit edition? 

Michael Hamm 
Ada, Mich. 


Keep in mind 


The new version of THE 
SpPorTING NEWS is really a 
huge improvement in the 
scope of its coverage. 
However, it is still missing 
something: team reports 
for the NHL. 

As a hockey fan, I don't 
feel like I get, or can ever 
get, enough information 
about the NHL, and! 
think it should be given a 
place in this new format. 

Scott Weber 
Richmond, Calif. 


In today’s world of 
multiple ESPN channels, 
color photos from last 
week’s games aren't 
enough. 

It is the exceptional 
writing that has kept me 
as a subscriber for years. 

I understand the need to 
keep moving forward but 
just want to remind you 
not to lose track of what 
got you through the first 
hundred or so years. Best 
of luck. 
Michael Wilby 
Tonawanda, N.Y 


Got a comment? Tu Spormne News would 
love to hear from you. Write Voice of the Fan, 10176 
Corporate Square Drive, Suite 200, St. Louis, Mo. 63132, 
fax your message to us at 314-997-0765, or send us 
electronic mail at fans@sportingnews.com. Be sure to include 
your name and city with your e-mail. THE SPORTING NEWs 
reserves the right to edit letters for brevity and content. 


FOR ‘TODAY'S 
SPORTS NEWS, 
LET'S GO TO THE 
HIGHLIGHTS. 


/ FORD CHOICE NOW MAKES IT EASIER THAN EVER TO | 
| GET THE MOST MUSTANG GT FOR YOUR MONEY. 


80-Watt Premium Sound 
AM/FM Stereo with Cassette 


Air Conditioning 
Power Decklid Release, 


Leather-Wrapped 
Windows and Door Locks Tilt Steering Wheel 


CD Player 


SecuriLock™ Passive 


Remote Keyless 
Anti-Theft System 


Entry System 


GT Suspension with 
Variable-Rate Coil Springs 
Rear Spoiler and Quadra-Shock Rear 


16" Cast 
Aluminum 


Wheels 


4.6L SOHC 
225-Horsepower V8 Engine 


5-Speed Manual 
Overdrive Transmission 


MUSTANG GT — JUST $20A495" Now with Ford Choice, we've taken all the most 


serious Mustang GT performance features and made them standard. It's a move guaranteed to give you 


the thrills you expect from a car this legendary. Ford Choice. Hey, nice play. 
*MSRP. Tax, title extra. 


HAVE YOU DRIVEN A FORD LATELY? @ 


1-800-258-FORD or www.ford.com 


HOME-COOKIN’ GOALIES; STEROIDS ON THE ’NET; ERIC HILL’S DIARY 


Hey, didn’t you used to 
be cash-strapped Bosox? 

@ It’s not the Knickle- 
heads’ lack-o-effort that’s 
bothering front-office suits 
(OK, it is the effort), but 
it’s age and talent that're 
closin’ window of title 
opportunity on this here 
team (motto: “We coulda 
been a contenduh’). The 
Spies say Pat Ewing’s 
movin’ like a learner on 


Knickleheads, fresh- 
squeezed ‘vine at the 
Rumorama has some 
lookin’ longingly at free-to- 
be Phil Jax. But warnings 
blowin’ in the Windy City 
are threefold: 1) He’s 
gonna want a huh-yuge 
contract. 2) He’s gonna 
want total control. 3) He's 
gonna bring his Gheorghe 
Muresan-sized ego with 
him. 

@ Fly’s Top 5 or “Hey, 
Huskers Fans, This Might 
be the Last Time You See 
‘Huskers’ and ‘Top 5’ in 
the Same Sentence for a 
while”: 1. Frank Solich; 2. 
Gary Gibbs; 3. Freddie 
Akers; 4. Ray Perkins; 5. 
Earle Bruce. 

@ Yeah, yeah, Shan the 
Man’s playin’ up this last 


ILLUSTRATION BY LESLIE HARRIS 


MAGIC MAGIC: Daly is working wonders while Penny-less. 


can mail in a W for the 


night's lineup, but with 


offseason. 

@ Speaking of potential 
former-n-future Raiders 
coaches, don’t think Fly 
hasn’t noticed Mike Garrett 
has left John Robinson 
twistin’ in the Santa Anas 
since Ol’ SC closed its 
season November 22. 
Whether Coach Rob 
survives, the Spies say the 
A.D’s created the kinda 
athletic department atmos- 
phere at Tailback U. that 
only a UCLA fan could 
love. 

@ The Spies say the 
Mess should forget about 
usin’ Jason Isringhausen as 
bait now that an MRI 
points to eventual (if not 
sooner, definitely later) 
reconstructive surgery on 
the same elbow that was 


stilts, bum knees over- three AFC teams with Chefs. Penny watchin’ there ’scoped in ’96. Hey, Mar- 
takin’ determination. Then _ home-field advantage @ The Spies say don't seems to be no I in Magic. lins fans, if/when yer team 
there’s this (dirty) laundry throughout the playoffs fret over Penny bein’ on @ Fly hears team- gives up Kevin Brown for 
list: Oakley's inconsistency, goin’ out early thing (hey, the LL. after knee surgery. mates're callin’ Timmy these damaged goods, 
Houston’s tentative when you've given up After all, this here team’s Brown “Coach Brown” that's a bigger insult than 
shooting, L.J.’s fragility. hope ...) But the Broncos’ looked downright Magical now that he’s popped off an honest-to-badness 
And Fly doesn’t even 1-5 non-Subpar Bowl road _in his absence, to the tune about makin’ Raiders play salary dump. 
wanna talk about those playoff mark is more than of 7-1 before he got listed. selections. Bugel Boy? He @ Finally, you-n-Fly 
losses to Sacramental, just a nuisance to thishere Yeah, yeah, Chuck Daly's wished Brownie luck, knew all along ya had to 
Philly and the Mawwrecks. team; if/when Denver usin’ duct tape and bailin’ which is what you'll need, be a Nutt to wanna coach 
@ Speaking of the goes to Arrowhead, you wire to put together each Coach B, to survive this football for that A.D. 
* Home, sweet home. One of the reasons the Devils have the 
The Starting Five sporTSNumbers best record in the Eastern Conference is because of goalie 


Martin Brodeur, who is virtually unstoppable at home. Here’s 
a look at the best—and worst—goalies at home this season. 


Home Goals Against Avg. Leaders 3 


What the sports world is talking about this week 


Charles Barkley’s boycott. We haven't seen this 
kind of blatant publicity-seeking display of insin- 


cerity since ... well, Latrell Sprewell’s apology. Rk. Player GAA (Goals/Shots) Home Rett 
Kirby Puckett’s offer to help the Twins. A guy 1. Martin Brodeur, Devils 1.27 (14/664) 10-1-0 8-5-0 


with vision problems becoming a baseball owner? 2. Ron Tugnutt, Senators 1.76 (15/511) 5-3-1 1-2-1_ 


What else is new? 3. Chris Terreri, Blackhawks 1.82 (18/592) 5-5-0 2-4-0 
Paul Kariya’s signing. Part of the deal is a cartoon Home Goals Against Avg. Trailers 
fairy tale: The Ducks in the Stanley Cup Finals. |. Rk. Player GAA (Goals/Shots) Home Road - 
2 record record 
Tom Osborne's retirement. Nebraska hasn’t had = 1. Mark ick, Panthers 3.42 (18/316) 0-5-1 2-1-0 
news this bad since the corn smut infestation of FS 2. Mike Vernon, Sharks 3.16 (32/607) 3-5-1 5-6-0 
61. = 3, John Vanbiesbrouck, Pan. 3.14 (35/668) 4-5-2 3-4-1 
EE 


sm NFUs playoff spots. The league has called in hroughigames oliDecernberiil’Source: STATS; ic: 


the IRS to simplify the tiebreaking procedure. 
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Our view 
of the week 


Great seats 


Here’s why we have a hard 
time using the words “Senate” 
and “ethics” in the same 
sentence: The Senate Ethics 
Committee decided recently 
to value skybox seats the 
same as the nearest regular 
seats. At the new MCI Center 
in D.C., home of the NBA’s 
Wizards and NHL's Capitals, 
that means $48—by happy 
coincidence, just below the 
$50 limit for gifts senators 
are allowed to accept. 

Sen. Bob Smith (R-N.H,), 
ethics committee chair, says 
he doesn’t understand the 
fuss. “If you want to sit in an 
air-conditioned room and 
watch football, you might as 
well sit in your den and 
watch television. I don’t think 
that’s a good seat,” he says. 

It is a bit ridiculous to 
compare the luxury box seats 
to your typical loge or lower 
bowl ticket. . 

Smith himself might offer 
up the best solution to the 
controversy. 

“If you think somebody's a 
crook for going to a football 
game and sitting in a sky 
box,” he tells the Concord 
Monitor, “then vote him out, 
for god's sake.” 


Posturing 


Attendance and TV ratings 
are flat at best. The financial 
viability of several franchises 
is threatened by spiraling 
player contracts. The union is 
panicked by the precedent set 
by a player's contract being 
revoked under a broad 
morals clause. 

The issue in the NBA is big 
money: who gets it, and who 
will have the real bargaining 
power in 1998 contract talks. 

Says the Chicago Tribune's 
Sam Smith, a longtime NBA 
writer: “The only problem 
that neither side is willing to 
acknowledge is that when 
you hate each other in this 
manner, you become 
baseball. And then it’s awfully 
hard to sell those posters and 
caps and jerseys and tickets.” 

And players. 


Sound bite ‘Why is it we have so few religion writers, given the fact we know religion is a 
subject that is so pervasive in our lives? We have far more sportswriters.’ 


—Baylor University president Robert Sloan, on a survey that shows many of the nation’s 1,500 daily papers don’t have religion reporters 


i tragedy in the decline of a 


: the commissioner, not the 


My turn/Shaun Powell 


@ @ 
No pride, no poise 
In zeroing in on the reason for the fall of the Raiders, it is clear where the blame 
should be placed—with out of touch owner Al Davis 


- = 


The Oakland Raiders 
gave up weeks ago, some 
would say years ago, They 
once again are ready to put 
the wraps on another lost 
season. But maybe the real 


once great franchise goes 
beyond the team and gets 
right to the man. 

Plain and simple, nobody 
fears Al Davis anymore. 
Not the other teams, not 


Oakland city officials, and 
not even his players. 
Nobody. 

Davis used to cut a 
pretty ferocious figure. He 
was the renegade owner in 
a play-it-safe league, B 
someone who crossed 
every line drawn before 
him, someone who hit with 
greater authority than Jack 
Tatum in the open field. Davis had influence within and 
beyond the NFL, he knew how to find football players, he 
knew how to build winners and he knew how to concoct an 
outlaw image for his Ray-Duhs and himself. 

Now we find him up in his private box, baring his teeth 
over another mistake, ducking the intrusive TV camera, 
absorbing another beating and making another slow walk 
to the loser’s locker room. Our only reminder of yesterday 


is the trademark white Raiders warmup suit he insists on 


wearing. It clings to him in a way his legacy does not. 
The outfit indicates a 68-year-old man is still trying to 
live in the past, but his team ruins the fantasy with grim 
reminders of the present. By missing the playoffs for the 
ninth time in 12 years, with an eroding fan base and with 


no hint of hope in the near future, the Raiders and Davis 


have reached rock-bottom. They’re now harmless. 
When Davis went against conventional thinking in the 
’70s and ’80s and took players nobody wanted, it helped 


: him win three Super Bowls. There was Alzado and the 


Tooz and Plunkett. Davis was either a daredevil, a genius or 


both. Now when he takes chances, it’s a reach. That was 


evident this year, when Davis’ most important and pricey 
decisions backfired—obvious revelations of his lost touch. 
Neil O'Donnell hit Larry Brown with two passes right 


i between the numbers, and on the basis of those gimme 
: interceptions a few Super Bowls ago, Davis figured Brown 
: was another Lester Hayes and overpaid to get him. In 


reality, Brown was the most undeserving Super Bowl MVP 
since Fred Biletnikoff (sorry, but Art Shell andGene  ’ 
Upshaw were more deserving in Super Bowl X]). Pretty 


LET THE BUYER BEWARE: Jeff George has a strong arm, but his 
performance has paled badly in comparison to his huge salary. 


bombed in Washington and Jacksonville before having the 
season of his life with the Packers, Howard was a fine return 
man but as a receiver couldn't catch a cold in Green Bay. 
That didn't stop the delusional Davis from handing Howard 
$1.5 million a pop, then watching in horror as Howard failed 
to make an impact in the return game or catch a meaningful 
pass. 


He’s a nice guy, but he is not exactly a proven winner and 
may not be welcomed back. Halfway through the season 
the players were rebelling over the play-calling of offensive 
coordinator Ray Perkins. 


Oakland, an insecure city that forgave Davis for leaving a 
decade ago. Faced with those rip-off personal-seat licenses 
and obscene ticket prices and an awful product, you might 
say the welcome wagon has now backed up and left. The 
Raiders didn’t sell out the Coliseum, and now city officials 
are sparring with Davis over terms of the lease. 


they scolded ABC’s Al Michaels, who poked fun at a bad 
team and a franchise that wrapped itself in outdated slogans 
like “Commitment to Excellence” and “Pride and Poise” and 
“Team of the Decades.” ’ 


expressions and directed it toward himself. 


monthly column for THE SPORTING NEWS. 


soon, receivers were 
sending limos for Brown. 
Everyone but Davis knew 
he didn’t have the speed to 
lock up most receivers. 
Fhat’s why Brown was 
yanked and then 
suspended this season 
when he couldn’t deal with 
the truth. 

Davis paid an equally 
steep price for Brown's 
former Cowboy teammate 
Russell Maryland, and 
even though the defensive 
tackle is somewhat 
serviceable, the 
$31.5 million package deal 
for both players is a waste 
of a small fortune. 

Davis didn't allow that to 
curb his fetish for Super 
Bow! MVPs. He was 
warned beforehand about 
Desmond Howard, who 


ED NESSEN / TSN 
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As an encore, Davis hired Joe Bugel to coach the Raiders. 


A losing team doesn’t endear itself to many. Not even to 


The Raiders were their most aggressive this year when 


Maybe it’s time Al Davis modified one of those tired 
Just sell, bay-be. TSN 


Shaun Powell is a columnist for Newsday and writes a 
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Diary 
Eric Hill 
LB/Arizona Cardinals 

While it can be said that 
the season of both Eric Hill 
and the Cardinals has 
drifted out to sea, Hill's free- 
time interests lie in the sea. 
Hill, arguably one of the 
league's best middle line- 
backers, became a certified 
scuba diver last summer and 
has logged dives in Maui, 
Cozumel, Mexico and Ja- 
maica, He spent the season 
recovering from a broken 
leg. This offseason, he hopes 
to continue his rehab, sign a 
new contract and dive in 
Australia's Great Barrier 
Reef. He talks about his 
hobby with TSN correspon- 
dent Lee Shappell. 

The first time I 
Ctried diving) was in 
Maui about three 
years ago. I was just 
hanging out, and they 
offered to do a 20-foot 
dive. I got kind of 
hooked then. After the 
first time I knew I 
wanted to do it more 
and more. 

In Mexico, I saw a 


What rock concert did Drew Bledsoe 


go crowd surfing at? 


got the mountains here 


in Arizona? That’s 
how the coral is down 
in Cozumel. You’ve got 
mountains of coral 
down in the sea. They 
protect their reefs out 
there. It’s a big deal. 
It’s a rush, man, I’m 
telling you. You’d 
think you'd relax, but , 
it’s a rush each time I 
go down. That anxiety 
not knowing what’s 
down there. It’s true 
what they say that 
each dive is different. 
You're going to see 
something different. 
It’s exhilarating. It 
gets your heart going. 
Now I’m trying to 
get (Cardinals 
linebacker) Ron 
McKinnon to go. I 
haven't convinced any 
of the other guys to go 
with me yet. They’re 
all scared. They talk a 
good game, but maybe 
you have to have a 
linebacker’s mentality. 


JAMIE SQUIRE / ALLSPORT 


moray eel. We saw a 
manta ray. I was 
doing my water 
certification. ... We 
were clearing the 
mask with water. ... I 
was having a hard 
time doing it. All of a 
sudden all these hands 
were touching me and 
I was scared as 
anything. Finally, I 
just blew hard and 
cleared it and looked 
and there’s this manta 
ray just cruising by. 
That was at Cozumel. 
We were close to 
shore, probably only 
down about 15 feet. So 
it was amazing. Those 
things come in real 
shallow. 

You know how we’ve 


The Daily Diary is a 
regular feature on THE 
SPORTING NEws’ website at 
www.sportingnews.com and 
on AOL, keyword: TSN. 


1 WESTWARD, HO: ESPN has fired the 


Charity Endicott 
Hutchinson, Kan. 


Bledsoe and teammates Max Lane 
and Scott Zolak were at Boston's Par- 
adise nightclub to see Everclear on No- 
vember 13. On that, all parties agree. 
However, whether Bledsoe and Lane 
went stage diving and injured Tameeka 
Messier, 23, of Maynard, Mass., is the 
subject of a law suit. No charges were 
filed, but Bledsoe, Lane, the Paradise 
and members of the band are accused 
of negligence in connection with in- 
juries Messier says she suffered when 
first Lane and then Bledsoe dived from 
the stage into the crowd. 


Hey, no question is too silly (although 
unfortunately because of the volume we 
won't be able to answer them all). Write 
Q&A c/o THE SporTING NEws, 10176 
Corporate Square, Suite 200, St. Louis, 
MO 63132 or via e-mail to “Q&A” at 


tsnmail@aol.com. 
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first of what probably will be several 
volleys toward archrival Fox Sports with 
its plans to launch ESPN West Regional 
Network next fall. 

In addition to the games of the Mighty 
Ducks of Anaheim and the Anaheim 
Angels, programming for southern Cali- 
fornia, Nevada and Hawaii may include 


Mexican League Baseball, Latin American 


soccer and feeds from ESPNEWS. The 
two professional teams are owned by The 


Walt Disney Co., which has an 80 percent 


stake in ESPN. 


Fox has a grasp on regional professional 


programming serving as a lead-in to its 
increasingly popular Fox Sports Net. 

@ WILLS OF IRON: For an alternative, 
check out NBC's telecast of the 1997 


Ironman World Championship Saturday at 


4 p.m. 

A highlight may well be the story of 
Bob Jordan, whose 5-year-old daughter, 
Emily, wrote a letter on her father’s 
behalf asking that he be granted a lottery 
slot in the competition. Five days after he 
was granted the slot, Emily lost her battle 
with leukemia. —Ken Amos 


4 


Imagine the International Olympic Committee's surprise 
recently when it learned that a U.S. company—'s this a great 
country, or what?—was selling steroids over the Internet. Dr. 
Patrick Schamasch, [OC's medical director, surfed across the 
steroids-for-sale website and found a new drug called 
Androstenedione. The company. says the drug is a supplement 
for “building lean mass faster than ever imagined” (cost: $49.95 


for one bottle, $134.85 for three bottles and, in bulk so to 
speak, $239.70 for six) and, as distressing, offers step-by-step 
advice on how to avoid detection. The IOC, which has placed 
Androstenedione on its banned substances list, has asked the 
U.S. Olympic Committee to take counteraction on its own 
Internet site, but the one website is just the tip of the iceberg. 
Says USOC executive director Dick Schultz: “There's no 
question the cheaters are ahead of the testers. There's not 
enough control on what's going on on these websites.” 


POTENT POTABLES Looking for something to 
toast Wayne Huizenga’s dismantling of the world champs? Try 
this: a bottle of cabernet sauvignon, featuring the Marlins’ logo, 
for $49.95 or champagne in a 750-milliliter bottle engraved with 
the World Series logo at $79.95 (a magnum, the equivalent of 
two bottles, is $199.95). Unlike some promotional wines, these 
are from well-respected California wineries. The cab is produced 


» by Madelena Vineyards and the bubbly by Schramsburg 


Vineyards, one of California's best. 
Big League Bottling Co., 1-800-649-4637 (three to four 
weeks for delivery). 


GAME TIME A quick rundown from Miami Herald 
garning guru Roy Bassave on the best sports video games this 
holiday season for players ages 10 and'up (check your local 
retailer for game platforms): 

Football: “NFL Gameday '98,” “NFL Game Breaker '98,” 
“NCAA Football GameBreaker,” “NCAA Football '98,” “Madden 
98,” "NFL Quarterback Club '98,” “Front Page Sports: Football 
Pro 1998 Featuring Dan Marino,” “VR Sports: Jimmy Johnson 
Football.” “The cream of an overflowing football-game crop. The 
winner: ‘Madden ‘98’ returns as the standard (and it’s the best 
football game for your PC). ‘Jimmy Johnson,’ the new kid og the 
block, holds its own; ‘QB '98’ has the best graphics.” 
Baseball: “MLB '98,” “Triple Play '98,” “World Series Baseball 
*98.” “You can almost smell the hot dogs (if you can afford 
them) while you play.” : 

Basketball: “NBA Action '98,” “NBA Fast Break,” “NBA Live 
98.” “Sharp graphics and real basketball skills displayed by the 
players.” f 

Hockey: “Wayne Gretzky Hockey,” “NHL Faceoff '98,” “NHL All- 
Star Hockey '98,” “NHL '98." “These four games skate rings 
‘round the competition.” 


Srv 


— 


} ©1997 Home Box Office. a Division of Time Warner Entertainment Company. L.P_ All nghts reserved. @Service marks of Time Warner Entertainment Company. LP. 


Incomparable on the court and unmatchable as 
a salesman, Michael Jordan’s drive carries him 


By Steve Marantz: 


heir season opened in Boston, against a young Celtics team that had lis- 
tened to 80-year-dld,Red Auerbach. “David’Stern’s name is on the bas- 
ketball,” Auerbach had said. “Not Michgel Jordan’s.” 

That evening; Celties T-V-analysi“‘fom Heinsohn made sure his audi- 
ence knew who Jordan is not. “He's not God,” Heinsohn said. ee 
body treats him like a messidlor’Something. He isn’t.” ee 

If it seems odd, at this point, for so many to’ be confused abouts 
Michael Jordan’s identity, it's only because Jordan makes it confusing. He does not...’ 

own the Bulls, and he isn’t general manager, but as sure as they lost their - 

opener to the Celtics and as sure.as-they drifted through the first two». 

months of the season, he is the guy who built this team, for better or « 
worse. 

Shortly after the Bulls defeated the Jazz in the NBA Finals last. . 

spring, Jordan said, “We deserve a chance (to win a sixth title).” * 

Much of what has followed is a a consequence of Jordan’s 


ILLUSTRATION FOR TSN BY BOB SHAY / sTuDI0 x 


TSN’s TOP 100 _ 
Jordan becomes the 


an athlete before veering i 


desire, ambition and power. Phil 
Jackson is coach, Scottie Pippen is 
still a part of the team, albeit dis- 
gruntled, and Dennis Rodman is 
back in Chicago, thanks to Jordan. 

The power to shape a basketball 
team, not just any team, but the de- 
fending NBA champions, winners of 
five titles in seven years, is impres- 
sive power, indeed. This is one 
reason Jordan, 34, is THE SPORTING 
News’ Most Powerful Person in 
Sports for 1997. : 

Here’s another: Jim Jannard, 
chairman and president of Oakley, 
Inc., welcomed a new director, Bill 
Schmidt, onto his board this week. 
California-based Oakley manufac- 
tures high-tech sunglasses at a state- 
of-the-art Orange County factory. 
Schmidt is executive vice president 
of Quaker Oats-Gatorade, creator of 
the successful “Be Like Mike” ad 
campaign in which Gatorade and 
basketball superstar beckon thirsty 
consumers. Jannard and Schmidt 
were introduced by Jordan, an 
Oakley director who is developing an 
inside game—soaring high above 
boardrooms—to complement his out- 
side shot as a marketing superstar. 

The cross-pollination of Oakley 
and Gatorade, Jannard and Schmidt, 
is a reflection. of Jordan’s power out- 
side the game, just as his shaping of 
the Bulls reflects it within. 

He becomes the first No. 1 who 
started as an athlete before veering 
into business and media. Previous 
No. 1s—Laurence Tisch (1990), 
David Stern (1991), Phil Knight 
(1992), Ted Turner (1993), Rupert 
Murdoch (1994 and 1995) and Dick 
Ebersol (1996)—started in business, 
law and media before veering into 
sports. In 1997 we learned that 
Turner wouldn't mind veering into a 
boxing ring with Murdoch, Knight 
leads with his chin on labor issues 
and Stern and Ebersol are running a 
three-legged race deep in clover. All 
No. 1s (save Tisch, who is retired) 
levitate ubiquitously over the high-flying entertain- 
ment-media-sports industry. 

Among No. 1s, Knight, Turner and Murdoch are 
billionaires (and Stern and Ebersol make billion- 
dollar deals). Jordan is not No. 1 because he has a 

- chance to become the world’s first athlete-billionaire, 
but because he has the requisite drive and brains. It 
has been a breathtaking ride up for Jordan, the 
grandson of a sharecropper who couldn’t afford a bi- 
cycle until he was 16. Signs are promising he can 
book hang time in the nether world of moguls. 

His place in popular culture continues to ascend. 
Two global celebrities—Princess Diana and Mother 
Teresa—died in 1997. That leaves Fidel, Mandela, Ali 
and Michael on a short list of those who need only 
one name for instant recognition. 
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HANG TIME WITH THE MOGULS: Jordan has risen to unparalleled heights on the court, 
and now he is becoming a player in a different realm: the boardroom. 


JOEL DAVIS / AP 


SHADES OF A FALLING OUT: There’s no viewing the 
relationship between Nike’s Knight (left) and 
Oakley's Jannard through rose-colored glasses. 


. who started as 
nto business and media. 


MEL NUDELMAN / AP 


When Jordan accompanied the 
Bulls to the McDonald’s Champj- 
onship in Paris in October, his full- 
length photo ran on the front page of 
the newspaper France-Soir with a 
headline: “The Idol of Young People 
Is in Paris.” The story began: 
“Michael Jordan is in Paris. That's 
better than the Pope. It's God in 
person.” At the same time, a Paris 
department store displayed a white 
Michael Jordan mannequin, indica- 
tive of a basic truth: Jordan hype is 
as phenomenal as the reality. 

He agrees. 

“J don’t feel powerful,” Jordan 
says. “I never view myself as pow- 
erful enough to make decisions or in- 
fluence business. It’s just that, for 
whatever reason, the public and cor- 
porate America have accepted my 
personality.” 

What's the point of being TSN’s 
Most Powerful Person if not to feel 
powerful, Jordan is asked. He 
chuckles. “Every time I step on the 
court I consider myself powerful,” he 
says. “People are watching every 
little move I make. I am in control... 
from a skills standpoint.” 

No argument on that. Jordan’s 
power starts with his decisive and 
spectacular hoop supremacy. In his 
last five full NBA seasons he has 
brought five championships to 
Chicago. No active athlete in any 
team sport remotely approaches 
Jordan’s dominance. 

“Michael’s mind-set, skill, intelli- 
gence, athletic courage, grace ... the 
way he sees the big picture, his ge- 
nius in the athletic terrain ... all of 
this sets him apart,” NBC broad- 
caster Bob Costas says. 

Other reasons underlie his No. 1 
ranking, having to do with sex ap- 
peal, expanding business network 
and force of personality. 

In the case of the Buils, Jordan 
threatened to retire if Jackson were 
not rehired and Pippen not retained. 
Owner Jerry Reinsdorf and general 
manager Jerry Krause did not risk 
calling his hand. 

“I expressed my opinion—I 
wouldn’t call it an ultimatum,” Jordan 
says. “If this happens, this is what I 
do. If it doesn’t, this is what I do. 
They chose. Some people may view that as power. 
But I hold true to what I believe and what lies in my 
heart. I was willing to go that route (retirement). I 
didn’t say it as an idle threat, because I believed it. 
It’s up to them to believe me. If they do, that’s 
maybe powerful.” 

Jackson got a $5.8 million deal. Pippen is on the 
last year of a contract that will pay him $2.2 million, 
woefully low by NBA talent standards. The Bulls 
could not offer him more in part because they had 
no room under the salary cap. Nonetheless, Jordan 
persuaded Pippen to stay on, while compelling 
Reinsdorf and Krause not to trade him, though they 
expected his unhappiness. Once they kept Pippen, 
they had to take the next step and sign Rodman, de- 
spite sensing his decline, because Jordan and Jackson 


BILL SMITH / NBA PHOTOS 


The Most Powerful Person In Sports 


Congratulations, Michael, from all your friends at AMF. 
The world's largest bowling company is pleased and proud to be an MJ Partner 
and owner of Michael Jordan Golf Company, Inc. 


AS) 


AME. 
Always Means Fun!™ 
www.amf.com 


For investment opportunities in bowling, America’s #1 recreational sport, 
call Doug Stanard, President and CEO, at (804) 730-4000. 
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valued his toughness. A key big man from 
the 97 playoffs, Brian Williams, was lost 
because of the cap. 

As the Bulls limp toward January, 
Pippen still is sidelined because of foot 
surgery, and he demands to be traded. 
Rodman plays lethargically. Jackson's zen is 
on the blink. Only Jordan, averaging a 
league-leading 26.8 points, stands between 
the club and humiliation. 

In business, as with the Bulls, he has the 
power to be who he is, to call his shots, to 
control his image. A bold display of 
Jordan’s power occurred this year when 
two companies he represents, Nike and 
Oakley, collided over use of his image. 
Jordan has been with Nike since 1984; he 
earns $15 million to $20 million a year 
from the $9 billion behemoth. He has been 
with Oakley since 1995; he earns about 
$500,000 a year plus stock equity from 
the $220 million upstart. 

An Oakley print ad featured Jordan 
wearing Oakley sunglasses as well as an 
Oakley beret. Nike sued Oakley, claiming 
its contract with Jordan requires he wear Nike ap- 
parel in all of his ads. Jordan says he wore the 
Oakley beret because he believed at the time his 
deal with Nike encompassed only athletic equip- 
ment. 

Nike, of course, is run by a former No. 1, Knight, 
while Jannard, a billionaire, thinks and acts like one. 
A few years ago Knight and Jannard were friends; 
Jannard considered selling his company to Knight. 


B1967 Rayovas Corporation 


DRIVE FOR SHOW: Define powerful? How does a Rolodex that includes aguy 
named Clinton under the heading, ‘Buddies, golfing,’ sound? 


Jannard tried to persuade Knight to go 50-50 on 
Jannard’s footwear design, requiring domestic labor 
and technology, but Knight declined. A rift devel- 
oped. 

Subsequently, in 1996, Knight led Nike into the 
eyewear market, provoking a suit from Jannard last 
July. Nike returned fire early in August by suing over 
the Jordan beret ad. Later in August, Jannard an- 
nounced plans to manufacture domestically athletic 


Oakley’s Jannard 
speaks frankly to 
Jordan’s presence 
on its board: ‘We 
thought he had 

a global Rolodex.’ 


footwear—the design Knight rejected a 
few years ago. 

In order to spare Jordan a conflict of in- 
terest, Jannard is creating a separate 
footwear board of directors from which 
Jordan is excluded. But Jordan is caught 
in the cross-fire between these two com- 
panies—and two mentors—even as Nike 
helps him launch his own line of apparel 
and footwear, the “Jordan brand,” and 
even as Jordan teams Gatorade’s Bill 
Schmidt with Jannard to advise on 
Oakley’s marketing. The fact that Jordan 
maintains a relationship with both war- 
ring companies, opposites in manufacturing and mar- 
keting philosophy, is evidence of his power. 

Jordan says he tries not to choose sides: “My oblig- 
ation is to Nike because it was my first corporation. 1 
have an interest in Oakley because of endorsement 
opportunities and opportunity to create a stylish 
product. When it starts getting into a gray area I step 
back. I try not to be put in a predicament to choose.” 
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Jannard, 48, speaks frankly to Jordan’s presence 
a the Oakley board: “We thought he had a global 

lodex.” This is an understatement. Jordan can dial 
Up Just about everyone, including President Clinton, 
a golfing buddy. His tentacles extend from Chapel 
All to Madison Avenue to Hollywood, from Dean 
Smith to Wieden & Kennedy to Spike Lee. His en- 

Orsement deals alone constitute a powerful net- 
work: General Mills (Wheaties), Ray-O-Vac, Bijan, 
WorldCom, Sara Lee (Ballpark Franks, Hanes, Coach 
Leather), CBS Sportsline, CBS Fox Videos, Upper 
Deck, Wilson, AMF and Chicago Chevrolet, as well 
as Nike, Quaker Oats-Gatorade and Oakley. 
WorldCom CEO Bernard Ebbers, whose company 
recently entered into an agreement to merge with 
MCI for $37 billion in cash and WorldCom stock, 
made a special trip to recruit Jordan, and landed him 
with a stock-equity deal. 

But Jordan brings other qualities to the board- 
room. Jannard cites Jordan’s innate sense of style. 
“He has a great connection with the artfulness of a 
product,” Jannard says. Indeed, Jordan’s instinctive 
elegance—so evident on a basketball court and in the 
drape and line of his clothing—is valued in the design 
of Oakley sunglasses. Additionally, Jordan brings “a 
voice of reason,” Jannard says, often guiding discus- 
sion with a common-sense observation. 

A measure of Jordan’s power is the value of his 
time and image. Oakley’s $500,000-plus-equity deal 
is relatively cheap because Jordan likes Jannard. Not 
everybody gets a discount. The Bulls pay him 
$33.14 million, while the NBA's second highest-paid 
player, Kevin Garnett of the Timberwolves, receives 
about $21 million. Bijan, the makers of Jordan's 
cologne line, pays him $250,000 to promote his fra- 
grance. Jordan justified the payment to ABC’s Chris 
Wallace, saying that when he mentioned the cologne 
on an appearance on The Tonight Show, “In terms of 
advertising, that’s almost like three commercials. 
That could value ... $2.5 million ... easy.” 

Sports Marketing Letter’s ranking of the 10 most- 
wanted athlete endorsers puts Jordan on top by a 
wide margin. The publication estimates his annual 


After returning from an 
18-month hiatus in baseball, 
the stock-market value of 
five endorsees soared $3.8 
billion within two weeks. 


non-basketball take at $40 million, with Tiger 
Woods second at $25 million, Shaquille O'Neal third 
at $23 million, down to Deion Sanders at $6 million. 
“Michael is the standard against which all athlete en- 
dorsers are measured,” editor Brian Murphy says. 

Forbes magazine estimates Jordan’s non-basketball 
income at $47 million and his overall income at 
$78.3 million in 1997. Forbes estimates that the 
second-richest athlete, Evander Holyfield, earned 
$54.3 million. 

Jordan’s value was underscored upon his return to 
the NBA in March 1995, after an 18-month hiatus in 
baseball. The stock-market value of five endorsees— 
McDonald’s, Sara Lee, Nike, General Mills and 
Quaker Oats—soared $3.8 billion within two weeks. 

NBC made sure to feel out Jordan before under- 
taking renegotiation of its NBA package. NBC Sports 
president Dick Ebersol met with Jordan last summer 
at the Ryder Cup in Spain. Jordan told Ebersol he 
probably would play just one more season and for 


A model of understatement 


In his quiet way, Michael Jordan makes a difference, 
and just as quietly, he is sensitive to social issues 


estriding the worlds of basketball, media 
and marketing, Michael Jordan is TSN’s 
Most Powerful Person in Sports. He is a 
magnificent Colossus with a floppy tongue. 
Power comes in infinite and inscrutable 
forms. Among Jordan's many powers is an 
ability to withstand a recurring assault on 
his “social conscience” rooted in a 13-year 
association with Nike. Early in his career, 
criticism focused on Nike's pricing Air Jordans 
out of reach of low-income, minority youth. 
Recent criticism focuses on conditions and pay 
in Asian factories producing Nike shoes. 

The pertinent question here is not Nike’s 
manufacturing method—we leave that to 
Harvard economists and Reggie White. The 
question is should the issue involve Jordan, and 
if so, how? 

Martina Navratilova, in November's Conde 
Nast Sports for Women, writes that Jordan “is a 
great athlete but not a great role model” and 
that he is “almost a textbook case of being 
politically ambiguous.” Navratilova goes on to 
write, “Millions of youngsters are watching your 
every move. They need to figure out how to be 
like you without the talents you have. ... It may 
be nice to sit on the fence, but you'll have to 
stand up eventually.” 

In her day, Navratilova could volley with the 
best of them, but here, at least on one point, she 
whiffs. Jordan “stands up” every day by showing 
up for work, well-prepared, enthusiastic and 
respectful. In emulating Jordan, kids must try 
their best, stay out of trouble and be positive. If 
Navratilova were a parent, she might better 
appreciate his example. 

Moreover, Navratilova is suggesting that a star 
athlete must speak out on an important political- 
economic issue, but why? Since when does the 
superstar handbook require Jordan to be as 
vocal as Jackie Robinson or Muhammad Ali, 
both of whom were leaders on the hottest issues 
of their day, civil rights and Vietnam? 

Jordan’s style is different. In the 1980s, with 
Nike, he broke through an invisible barrier 
preventing blacks from being product 
spokespersons, Jordan's acceptance by white 
consumers was a healthy sign, and perhaps a 
catalyst, in our ongoing racial healing. Now, in 
the 1990s, Jordan is forging ahead as CEO of his 
own “Jordan” brand, pricing shoes at 20 percent 
below Nike’s, recognizing the limited resources 
of many of his fans. 

Jordan speaks softly and carries a business 
plan. When he’s done playing he wants to buy 
and run businesses. He isn’t the first black 
athlete to go into business, but because of his 
resources and contacts he will do it on a scale 
beyond the reach of others. Certainly black 
capitalism, with jobs and development for black 
communities, is as important as political theater. 
If the point is to empower the disenfranchised, 


Jordan can do so, unless he becomes just a 
capitalist who is black. 

In his quiet way, Jordan makes a difference, 
and just as quietly, he is sensitive to the Nike 
issue. He should be, as someone making $15 
million to $20 million a year as product 
spokesperson while factory workers make $2 a 
day, and more so as head of his own apparel 
and footwear division. Generally, he defends 
Nike, but as criticism mounts, Jordan is 
wondering if he knows enough to form an 
opinion. Consequently, he is planning a trip to 
Asia next summer. 

“Tm hearing a lot of different sides to the 
issue, so I told (agent) David (Falk) that the best 
thing I can do is go to Asia and see it for 
myself,” Jordan says. “It’s important especially if I 
want to own my own shoe company and am the 
leading spokesperson with Nike. The last thing I 
want to do is pursue a business with a negative 
over my head that I don’t have an understanding 
of. I'd rather search it out and have my own 
understanding. 

“If there are issues, (Nike executives) have to 
revise the situation. If it’s an issue of slavery or 
sweat shops, they have to revise the situation.” 

Characteristically, the proposed Asian mission 
is motivated by more than compassion. Another 
company he represents, as a spokesperson and 
board member, Oakley, Inc., manufactures high- 
tech sunglasses in Orange County. Oakley CEO 
Jim Jannard is trying to convince Jordan that 
American-made sunglasses and footwear can 
out-compete Asian-made goods. Jordan wants to 
know which approach is best. 

“Oakley does a good job, and I admire that,” 
Jordan says. “They began their business in the 
States, It’s a great plan and pattern for future 
companies if it’s economically feasible. 1 would 
hope if there are economical ways to make 
things here, not just Nike, but other companies 
would.” 

The Catch-22, of course, is that if goods are 
made in Orange County, low pay and abusive 
conditions won't be a problem for Asian workers 
because they won't have jobs, period. If Henry 
Ford, the father of “efficiency wage” theory, were 
around, he might simply raise Asian workers to 
$5 a day, as he did auto workers in 1914, to his 
everlasting profit. 

Allin all, it’s a complex issue for someone 
who is a basketball player and not an economist, 
and a dilemma for an icon whose every 
utterance is broadcast around the world. 

“It's hard to have a voice when you truly don’t 
know,” Jordan says. “You have to believe what 
your voice is saying. You can’t speculate. You 
have to believe what your voice is saying and 
stick with it.” TSN 


Steve Marantz is a senior writer for THE 
SPORTING NEws. 
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From the vast viewing options to the magic 
and power of Michael, there has never been 
a better time to be a sports fan 


ince you are reading THE 
Sportinc News, you are likely 
a sports fan. And if you are 
the typical sports fan, you may 
attend one or two games, 
matches or tournaments a 
year. 

Beyond that, the rest of your 
sports diet is provided by television. 
And there has never been a better 
time to be a sports fan. There are 
more games on TV, more reports 
and news services, more 
information, more options, more 
interest in everything. 

In some way, almost all of the 
people on THE SporTING News’ 100 
Most Powerful People in Sports list 
have an impact on what sports you 
see on television, how you see them 
and when you see them. In a few 
cases, they determine if you will pay 
to see your favorite team on TV 
and how much. To put it simply, a 
commissioner, a television 
executive, a beer or automobile 
marketer and a cable distributor all 
have reached the same conclusion: 
Because fans watch sports on 
television, that is the conduit 
through which they can reach their 
customers. 

Though some may feel that sports 
have been overcommercialized in 
recent years, sports fans actually 
have to be thankful that so many 
advertisers see sports television as 
good business. How does that affect 
the fan? Let’s look at two examples. 

First, if television did not have the 
sponsor support it currently enjoys, 
fans would not have the options that 


currently exist. Take the NBA. Many 
marketers, particularly those who 
represent automobile, beer, soft- 
drink, fast-food and athletic-shoe 
companies, realize that the best way 
to reach the largest number of 18- 
to 49-year-old men from April 
through June 15 is by advertising 
with the NBA. Because of that 
support, NBC and Turner 
Broadcasting will televise— 
beginning next season—every NBA 
playoff game without overlap. And 
to think that in 1980, even if you 
were the biggest NBA fan in the 
world, you had to watch the Finals 
on tape delay. 

Second, look at the impact of 
television on the growth of sports. 
Because advertiser interest is strong, 
the broadcast and cable networks 
are in a position to pay much more 
money for rights than anyone could 
have imagined 15 or 20 years ago. 
That means more money has gone 
to the leagues and teams. The 
results? Expansion, newer stadiums 
and the ability of many of these 
teams to attract free agents. 

As long as sports—particularly 
sports on television—is a worthwhile 
business enterprise, the people at the 
top of THE SPORTING News list will 
keep the tent poles firmly in place. If 
interest falls, the poles will crack and 
the whole tent will come down. And 
the interest is from the fan. Your 
living room is the voting booth, and 
your remote control is the voting 
device. Though you did not elect us, 
your “votes” send us a clear message 
about what you want to see. 


Perhaps the one person you have 
wanted to see most often is this 
year’s Most Powerful Person in 
Sports, Michael Jordan. Though he 
is arguably the greatest NBA player 
of all time, he had to have an 
impact on and off the court to get to 
the top of this list. 

Between the lines, Michael Jordan 
is like nobody we've ever seen. 
Largely because of the confluence 
of his peak years and 
championships, the explosion of 
interest in the NBA and the 
television/information age, he has 
made more of an impression on us 
than perhaps any other athlete in 
history. Those factors have helped 
him grow into an American cultural 
icon, which may be a heavier task 
than carrying the Bulls in an NBA 
Finals game while suffering from 
the flu. He has done this all under 
incredible scrutiny, knowing that his 
every move, every reaction, every 
comment will be recorded, reported 
and digested around the world. 

Over the past seven years, in 
addition to winning championships, 
MVP awards, an Olympic gold 
medal, etc., Michael has hosted 
Saturday Night Live; starred in a 
hugely successful movie; launched a 
cologne product, a line of clothing 
and now underwear; been the 
subject of several books; completed 
a music video with Michael Jackson; 
retired and come back; and even 
made baseball hipper than ever for 
a summer. 

There is virtually nothing he does 
that is without consequence. 
Whether it be shaving his head, 
wearing long shorts or branching 
out into a variety of business 
ventures, he gets us to line up 
behind him without reservation. 


We'll watch him play, buy his 
clothes, try to look like him—and 
play baseball or golf when we're not 
doing those other things. 

Why? Because despite whatever 
temptations he may have, whatever 
opportunities he may get to let 
down his guard, he makes sure he 
has a public persona worth 
following. He's simply, “Michael.” 
We may not know what he is really 
like, the way his family knows, but 
we feel like we know him and are 
sold on what we see. Nobody in 
sports has ever had that kind of 
impact on America. The only one 
who comes close, by virtue of his 
supreme skill, worldwide 
recognition and role in the civil- 
rights movement, is Muhammad Ali. 

Michael Jordan makes us stop 
what we are doing. He makes us 
watch. He makes us listen. He makes 
us marvel. And he does everything 
with grace and class. We willingly 
give him our adulation because he 
does not court it and yet treats it as 
a responsibility. And when he was 
riding highest, the public drama of 
his father's murder allowed us to 
offer our sympathy and sorrow. 

If what he said recently is true, 
and this is in fact his last season, 
perhaps we all owe it to ourselves to 
be kids at heart. Let him bring us 
the joy and wonder we want from 
our sporting heroes. People who are 
pressing to know what life is going 
to be like without him wearing No. 
23 are the same kind of people who 
want to know how Penn & Teller do 
their tricks. Let’s all just enjoy the 
magic. 

Dick Ebersol, president of NBC 


Sports, was TSN’s Most Powerful 
Person in Sports last year. 


the Bulls only if Phil Jackson coached. Ebersol 
won't say if the subsequent $1.75 billion package 
was influenced by his discussion with Jordan, but 
his admission that the discussion even occurred 
suggests the network may have lowered the bid by 
millions. As Ebersol points out, the five NBA Finals 
involving Jordan rank among the 10 most-watched 
Finals. 

NBA commissioner David Stern confirms that 
Jordan’s retirement came up during negotiations but 
minimizes its effect on the outcome. “NBC and 
Turner gave the NBA a vote of confidence,” Stern 
says. “That doesn’t mean our ratings won’t decline 
somewhat ... obviously you can’t easily replace a per- 
sonality like Michael ... but they have confidence in 
our long-term viability.” 

The NBA's challenge, Stern goes on, is to build 
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with new stars on the popularity created by Jordan. 

“We can do it, perhaps not with the singular im- 
pact of Michael but with more sharing of the 
burden,” Stern says. 


at Jordan touches turns to gold. Jordan 

products accounted for $200 million 

(5 percent) of Nike’s revenues in the early 

1990s. And now? His Jordan brand, 

launched as a separate Nike division in September, is 
on its way to becoming the No. 2 athletic brand to 
Nike, according to Michael Jacobsen, Sports Style 
magazine editor-in-chief. Jordan’s coffee-table book, 
Rare Air, sold almost one million copies, at $50 
hardcover and $25 soft. Jordan’s movie, Space Jam, 
topped $250 million at the box office and is at 


$1 billion in retail merchandise sales, his agent, 
David Falk, says. 

The value of Jordan’s image is such that it rou- 
tinely is poached. Currently, Jordan is suing Fountain 
Powerboats for trademark infringement. Fountain, a 
North Carolina-based company owned by Reggie 
Fountain, ran magazine ads reading, “Move over 
Michael Jordan, Reggie Fountain is flying high.” In 
the same ad the words “Air Reggie” appeared be- 
neath a photo of a boat. The $10 million suit alleges 
that Fountain used Jordan’s name in ads after being 
rejected as an endorsee. 

As gatekeeper, legal enforcer and visionary, Falk is 
Jordan’s alter ego. Jordan’s power is enhanced by 
Falk’s power as CEO of Falk Associates Management 
Enterprises, which represents stars such as Patrick 
Ewing, Juwan Howard, Alonzo Mourning, Dikembe 


Mutombo and Allen Iverson. 

bar ‘ough Falk, Jordan has influence over collective 
of Penns Within the past year, Falk gained control 
cli players union through the election of his 

‘ents to leadership positions, including Ewing as 
iesident: Jordan and Falk led a 1996 movement to 

pene the union so that the salary cap could be 
ii axed or jettisoned. Their bid narrowly failed, 
faving a soft cap in place, but now Falk is re- 
grouping for another attempt, likely to occur after 
the 1998 playoffs. 

Although Jordan says this could be his last season, 
he also said he was’done with basketball in 
1993-94, when his Bulls jersey was retired. His 
value on an open NBA market—perhaps to a club 
seeking to coax a farewell season out of him—could 
Soar above $50 million. While Jordan is taking a low 
profile this time, he lends stature to Falk’s cause, and 
he rarely misses a chance to declare his “pro-player” 
sentiments. Their control of the union may be strong 
enough to swing a majority vote. 

Falk’s 13-year relationship with Jordan illustrates 
how a smart, ambitious agent can help an athlete, 
and vice versa, Early in Jordan’s career, Falk encour- 
aged his Nike connection and even coined the “Air 
Jordan” label. In 1989, Falk made Jordan the first 
player to “opt out” of the NBA's licensed sales busi- 
ness, essentially reclaiming Jordan's image for his 
own use. 

Then, Jordan made Falk. When Falk broke away 
from his employer and mentor, Donald Dell of 


SIX HAS A NICE RING TO IT: Jordan followed last 
year’s fifth title with a call for another. 
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ProServ, in 1992, Jordan assured Falk’s success by 
leaving Dell and following Falk. Moreover, Jordan ac- 
cepted short money from the Bulls, rather than ask 
for a trade, while his contract was subject to Falk’s 
litigated compensation agreement with Dell—a per- 
centage of Falk’s annual revenues. When he hit up 
owner Jerry Reinsdorf for his first $30 million con- 
tract Falk was off the hook to Dell. 

Jordan and Falk, 47, continue to empower one an- 
other, Jordan is Falk’s de facto “rainmaker,” i.e., a 
magnet to new clients and a door-opener to new 
deals. Though Falk says Jordan won't speak to po- 
tential clients, Falk has four of the first eight draft 
choices in 1997—Keith Van Horn, Antonio Daniels, 
Ron Mercer and Adonal Foyle—in no small part be- 
cause of Jordan’s luster. 

“Working for Michael Jordan enables us to call 
the chairman of Nike, AT&T, WorldCom, Quaker 
Oats, Coke and Pepsi,” Falk says. “Michael creates 
tremendous opportunities and creates access for 
our clients. Michael’s success has given us a patina. 
People are more apt to listen to our opinions about 
new players like Keith Van Horn. As long we don’t 
abuse our credibility, Michael has given us the 
credibility to make an impact on the next genera- 
tion.” 

In return, Falk supplies courtroom ferocity and 
negotiating guile. Last summer, the Chicago Tribune 
reported that Falk almost signed a deal making 
Jordan a Knick, before ITT sold its interest in 
the club. While Reinsdorf dragged his feet, Falk 
sought the Knicks’ $12 million in salary-cap space, as 
well as a separate $15 million deal as ITT 
spokesman. Falk denied the gambit, but the Tribune 
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concluded that move leveraged Reinsdorf into in- 
creasing his offer. 

With Jordan as a calling card, Falk is building ties 
to the entertainment industry, seeking to market ath- 
letes as thespians. Space Jam, co-produced with 
Warner Brothers, was Falk and Jordan’s first foray 
and hugely successful. Contrast that with Shaquille 
O’Neal’s sad attempts on the big screen. Recently, 
Falk announced the launch of a production company 
geared toward “urban-based entertainment for 
ethnic audiences.” The company, called New Urban 
Entertainment Productions (NUE) has a $50 million 
start-up budget to produce TV shows, films and new 
media. Falk’s partner, Robert Townsend, a former 
Bell Atlantic Video Services executive, says NUE will 
market to Fox, WB Network, HBO and BET. Falk 
says NUE is likely to develop a project for Jordan, as 
well as his other clients. 

As deal follows upon deal, critical mass is attained, 
creating more deals by force of momentum. An ex- 
ample is Jordan’s website launched on CBS Sports- 
line in October. Sportsline is banking on Jordan to 
help it overtake ESPN SportsZone in the website 
wars. Jordan’s Sportsline deal, with stock-equity po- 
tentially worth $10 million over 10 years, is possible 
because he brings along seven charter sponsors, six 
of which are companies he endorses. The seventh, 
Microsoft, adds Bill Gates’ number to Jordan’s 
Rolodex. “Michael's deals are brilliantly crafted,” 
NBC's Ebersol says, “in that none are tied to when 
he stops playing.” 

Indeed, Quaker Oats’ outgoing CEO, William 
Smithburg, suggests that his company should extend 
Jordan’s 10-year Gatorade contract beyond 2001. 
“He can be very valuable long after his playing days 
are over,” Smithburg says. 

Inevitably, the lure of yet another deal is under- 
whelming. Recently, Falk dined with Jordan and 
Jordan’s wife, Juanita, a former bank executive. After 
dessert, in a 10-minute conversation, Falk laid out 
$75 million of proposed deals. Jordan weighed the 
offers against the time each would require. Time is 
the luxury Jordan 
most craves. A mea- 
sure of power is 
being able to just say 
no; Jordan shook his 
head and Falk sighed. 


ower is more 
than control 
over the levers 
of business; it 
resides in imagination 
and spirit. Jordan has 
something unique 
among No. 1s—inspi- 
rational power. It’s 
the difference between 
church and state. 
While other No. 1s 
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‘Michael's 
deals are 
, in 
that none 
are tied to 
when he 
stops 
playing.’ 


—WNBC’s Dick Eberso! 


AIR APPARENT: 
Jordan the 
perfumer (left) has 
the scent of 
success; his line of 
clothes (below left) 
is fashionably hip; 
and under Falk’s 
aegis, he’s a movie 
= star. How far can it 
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are merchant kings, 
Jordan is High Priest of Sweat. 

As an athlete, Jordan sets a global standard of ex- 
cellence. He reinvented athleticism for his genera- 
tion, stamping it with elegance, dependability, tough- 
ness and an infectious joi de vivre. 

“Michael stands for an approach to competition,” 
Costas says. “His level of commitment, his bringing 
respect and integrity to the game and his team con- 
cept are the direct descendent of Bill Russell. 

“The fifth game against Utah, performing up to his 
own expectations, in his own realm, was as good as 
it gets.” 
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Game 5 of the ‘97 Finals already is seeping into 
legend. Flu-ridden and dehydrated, Jordan arose 
from his sickbed to play 44 minutes and record 38 
points (15 in the fourth quarter), seven rebounds and 
five assists in the Bulls’ 90-88 victory. Body numb 
with pain and fatigue, eyes glazed, Jordan triumphed 
by force of will. The Bulls closed out the Jazz in 
Game 6 for a fifth title in seven years, 1’ of which 
Jordan missed while playing baseball. 

Fans continue to place Jordan atop popularity 
polls. A July survey by SRi USA found him to be the 
most admired male athlete, followed by Tiger 


Woods, Michael Johnson and Troy Aikman. Forty- 
eight percent of children, ages 9 to 13, responding to 
a Sports Illustrated for Kids survey, ranked Jordan as 
their favorite pro basketball player. Charles Barkley 
and Dennis Rodman were second at 7 percent. 

“Talk to anybody, and they want to be like Mike,” 
Gatorade’s Schmidt says. 

Handsome, popular, athletic, rich and Most Pow- 
erful. Sure, why not? TSN 


Steve Marantz is a senior writer for THE SPORTING 
NEws. 
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Mutombo and Allen Iverson. 

Through Falk, Jordan has influence over collective 
bargaining, Within the past year, Falk gained control 
of the players union through the election of his 
clients to leadership positions, including Ewing as 
president. Jordan and Falk led a 1996 movement to 
decertify the union so that the salary cap could be 
relaxed or jettisoned. Their bid narrowly failed, 
leaving a soft cap in place, but now Falk is re- 
grouping for another attempt, likely to occur after 
the 1998 playoffs. 

Although Jordan says this could be his last season, 
he also said he was done with basketball in 
1993-94, when his Bulls jersey was retired. His 
value on an open NBA market—perhaps to a club 
seeking to coax a farewell season out of him—could 
soar above $50 million. While Jordan is taking a low 
profile this time, he lends stature to Falk’s cause, and 
he rarely misses a chance to declare his “pro-player” 
sentiments. Their control of the union may be strong 
enough to swing a majority vote. 

Falk's 13-year relationship with Jordan illustrates 
how a smart, ambitious agent can help an athlete, 
and vice versa. Early in Jordan’s career, Falk encour- 
aged his Nike connection and even coined the “Air 
Jordan” label. In 1989, Falk made Jordan the first 
player to “opt out” of the NBA's licensed sales busi- 
ness, essentially reclaiming Jordan's image for his 
own use. 

Then, Jordan made Falk. When Falk broke away 
from his employer and mentor, Donald Dell of 


SIX HAS A NICE RING TO IT: Jordan followed last 
year’s fifth title with a call for another. 
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ProServ, in 1992, Jordan assured Falk’s success by 
leaving Dell and following Falk. Moreover, Jordan ac- 
cepted short money from the Bulls, rather than ask 
for a trade, while his contract was subject to Falk’s 
litigated compensation agreement with Dell—a per- 
centage of Falk’s annual revenues. When he hit up 
owner Jerry Reinsdorf for his first $30 million con- 
tract Falk was off the hook to Dell. 

Jordan and Falk, 47, continue to empower one an- 
other. Jordan is Falk’s de facto “rainmaker,” i.e., a 
magnet to new clients and a door-opener to new 
deals. Though Falk says Jordan won't speak to po- 
tential clients, Falk has four of the first eight draft 
choices in 1997—Keith Van Horn, Antonio Daniels, 
Ron Mercer and Adonal Foyle—in no small part be- 
cause of Jordan’s luster. y 

“Working for Michael Jordan ‘enables us to call 
the chairman of Nike, AT&T, WorldCom, Quaker 
Oats, Coke and Pepsi,” Falk says. “Michael creates 
tremendous opportunities and creates access for 
our clients. Michael's success has given us a patina. 
People are more apt to listen to our opinions about 
new players like Keith Van Horn. As long we don’t 
abuse our credibility, Michael has given us the 
credibility to make an impact on the next genera- 
tion.” 

In return, Falk supplies courtroom ferocity and 
negotiating guile. Last summer, the Chicago Tribune 
reported that Falk almost signed a deal making 
Jordan a Knick, before ITT sold its interest in 
the club. While Reinsdorf dragged his feet, Falk 
sought the Knicks’ $12 million in salary-cap space, as 
well as a separate $15 million deal as ITT 
spokesman. Falk denied the gambit, but the Tribune 
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concluded that move leveraged Reinsdorf into in- 
creasing his offer. 

With Jordan as a calling card, Falk is building ties 
to the entertainment industry, seeking to market ath- 
letes as thespians. Space Jam, co-produced with 
Warner Brothers, was Falk and Jordan’s first foray 
and hugely successful. Contrast that with Shaquille 
O’Neal’s sad attempts on the big screen. Recently, 
Falk announced the launch of a production company 
geared toward “urban-based entertainment for 
ethnic audiences.” The company, called New Urban 
Entertainment Productions (NUE) has a $50 million 
start-up budget to produce TV shows, films and new 
media. Falk’s partner, Robert Townsend, a former 
Bell Atlantic Video Services executive, says NUE will 
market to Fox, WB Network, HBO and BET. Falk 
says NUE is likely to develop a project for Jordan, as 
well as his other clients. 

As deal follows upon deal, critical mass is attained, 
creating more deals by force of momentum. An ex- 
ample is Jordan's website launched on CBS Sports- 
line in October. Sportsline is banking on Jordan to 
help it overtake ESPN SportsZone in the website 
wars. Jordan’s Sportsline deal, with stock-equity po- 
tentially worth $10 million over 10 years, is possible 
because he brings along seven charter sponsors, six 
of which are companies he endorses. The seventh, 
Microsoft, adds Bill Gates’ number to Jordan’s 
Rolodex. “Michael's deals are brilliantly crafted,” 
NBC’s Ebersol says, “in that none are tied to when 
he stops playing.” 

Indeed, Quaker Oats’ outgoing CEO, William 
Smithburg, suggests that his company should extend 
Jordan's 10-year Gatorade contract beyond 2001. 
“He can be very valuable long after his playing days 
are over,” Smithburg says. 

Inevitably, the lure of yet another deal is under- 
whelming. Recently, Falk dined with Jordan and 
Jordan’s wife, Juanita, a former bank executive. After 
dessert, in a 10-minute conversation, Falk laid out 
$75 million of proposed deals. Jordan weighed the 
offers against the time each would require. Time is 
the luxury Jordan 
most craves. A mea- 
sure of power is 
being able to just say 
no; Jordan shook his 
head and Falk sighed. 


ower is more 

than control 

over the levers 

of business; it 
resides in imagination 
and spirit. Jordan has 
something unique 
among No. 1s—inspi- 
rational power. It’s 
the difference between 
church and _ state. 
While other No, 1s 
are merchant kings, 
Jordan is High Priest of Sweat. 

As an athlete, Jordan sets a global standard of ex- 
cellence. He reinvented athleticism for his genera- 
tion, stamping it with elegance, dependability, tough- 
ness and an infectious joi de vivre. 

“Michael stands for an approach to competition,” 
Costas says. “His level of commitment, his bringing 
respect and integrity to the game and his team con- 
cept are the direct descendent of Bill Russell. 

“The fifth game against Utah, performing up to his 
own expectations, in his own realm, was as good as 
it gets.” 
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‘Michael’s 
deals are 


, in 
that none 
are tied to 
when he 
stops 
playing.’ 


—NBC's Dick Eberso! 


AIR APPARENT: 
Jordan the 
pertumer (left) has 
the scent of 
success; his line of 
clothes (below left) 
is fashionably hip; 
and under Falk's 
aegis, he’s a movie 
star. How far can it 
go? Stay ‘tooned. 
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Game 5 of the ’97 Finals already is seeping into 
legend. Flu-ridden and dehydrated, Jordan arose 
from his sickbed to play 44 minutes and record 38 
points (15 in the fourth quarter), seven rebounds and 
five assists in the Bulls’ 90-88 victory. Body numb 
with pain and fatigue, eyes glazed, Jordan triumphed 
by force of will. The Bulls closed out the Jazz in 
Game 6 for a fifth title in seven years, 1'/2 of which 
Jordan missed while playing baseball. 

Fans continue to place Jordan atop popularity 
polls. A July survey by SRi USA found him to be the 
most admired male athlete, followed by Tiger 


Woods, Michael Johnson and Troy Aikman. Forty- 
eight percent of children, ages 9 to 13, responding to 
a Sports Illustrated for Kids survey, ranked Jordan as 
their favorite pro basketball player. Charles Barkley 
and Dennis Rodman were second at 7 percent. 

“Talk to anybody, and they want to be like Mike,” 
Gatorade's Schmidt says. 

Handsome, popular, athletic, rich and Most Pow- 
erful. Sure, why not? TSN 


Steve Marantz is a senior writer for THE SPORTING 
NEws. 
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Michael, 


Congratulations 
to the man 
we've known was #1 
for the past 13 years. 


F.A.M. ih | 
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DAVID FALK (#15) CuRTIS POLK (#77) G. MICHAEL HIGGINS (#77) 
CHAIRMAN PRESIDENT SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 


RUPERT MURDOCH 
Age: 66. Title: CEO, News Corp. 
Last year’s ranking: 6. 

In forming Fox Sports Net, reach- 
ing 55 million homes through 17 


regional sports networks, 
Murdoch aims a dagger at the heart of ESPN’s 
hegemony. He gained a 30 percent position in 
Madison Square Garden, the Knicks and 
Rangers. Impending is a $350 million purchase 
of the Dodgers. Murdoch is said to be pursuing 
an “L.A. strategy” through which he would 
obtain control of the Kings and Lakers. 


DAVID STERN 


Last year’s ranking: 8. 

Even though the NBA's regular- 
season ratings sagged by nearly 
10 percent and its pre-final 
playoff ratings on NBC declined, Stern 
engineered a new $2.64 billion package with 
NBC and Turner, giving each club $91 million. 
He also pulled off a brilliant launch of the 
WNBA, upheld disciplinary suspensions of six 
Knicks and Heat players for brawling during the 
playoffs and sat down Latrell Sprewell for a year. 


DICK EBERSOL 


Age: 50. Title: President, NBC Sports. 
Last year’s ranking: /. 

Ebersol gave broadcaster Marv 
Albert two hours to resign after 
his guilty plea for sexual harass- 
ment, then canned him. That's real power. 
Albert will miss NBC’s new $1.75 billion NBA 
package. Ebersol also nailed down a 

$500 million ad buy from General Motors cov- 
ering five Olympics telecasts. And an extra- 
inning Game 7 helped salvage a World Series 
ratings dud. 


TED TURNER 

Age: 59. Title: Vice chairman, 
Time Warner. Last year’s ranking: 7. 
Under Turner, TNT/TBS re- 
signed as the NBA's cable partner, 


and CNN/SI gained credibility 

(despite sitting for a week on Fuzzy Zoeller’s 
“jokes” about Tiger Woods). The Braves opened 
Turner Field, the Hawks reached the second 
round of the NBA playoffs and the NHL granted 
Turner an expansion franchise for the 1999- 
2000 season. Also, Turner’s $1 billion donation 
to the United Nations was a crowd pleaser. 


MICHAEL EISNER 


Age: 55. Title: Chairman and CEO, 

Disney. Last year’s ranking: 5. 

A mega-boss who actually likes 

sports, Eisner approved the 

$175 million purchase of Classic 
Sports Network and launch of ESPN Magazine, 
due in March. He was powerful enough to order 
ESPN to televise a piece on an obscure Pacific 
yacht race won by a boat owned by the Disney 
family. But he wasn’t powerful enough to make 
Tony Phillips’ drug-related suspension stick over 
the opposition of Don Fehr. 
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Age: 55. Title: Commissioner, NBA. 


PHIL KNIGHT 
Age: 59. Title: Chairman and 
CEO, Nike. Last year’s ranking: 2. 
Criticism of overseas labor 
practices obscures Nike’s good 
news, namely, $9.2 billion in 
revenues in fiscal '97 (up 42 percent), the 
launch of “Jordan” shoes and apparel, a 


: $120 million deal with US. Soccer and the 

? acquisition of NBA apparel rights. But Knight 

: has to be concerned about the anti-Nike 
movement. Even Nike endorser Reggie White is 
: calling for domestic manufacture of shoes. Ouch. 


STEVE BORNSTEIN 


Age: 45. Title: President and CEO, 
ESPN; President, ABC Sports. 
Last year’s ranking: 3. 

Staring down the barrel of the 
new Fox Sports Net, Bornstein 


: and his boss, Michael Eisner, are wondering why 
? ESPN didn’t expand into regional sports 
: networks a few years ago, before prices 


skyrocketed. Nonetheless, ESPN remains the 
most-watched cable channel. Bornstein is 


: smartly creating brand extensions such as ESPN 
: Grill and ESPN Magazine. 


PHILIP GUARASCIO 
Age: 56. Title: Vice 
president/general manager of 
marketing and advertising for 
North American Operations, 
General Motors. 


RONALD ZARRELLA 
Age: 48. Title: Vice president/North American 
sales, service and marketing, General Motors. 


Last year’s ranking: 10. 


GM is first or second in overall sports 
advertising, depending on how you count. 
Zarrella is uberboss, overseeing brand market- 
ing. Guarascio orchestrated a $900 million 
sponsorship-advertising deal with NBC and 
the U.S. Olympic Committee running through 
five Olympics from 2000 to 2008, the largest 
deal ever. GM will purchase $500 million in 
media time on five NBC telecasts, and direct 
$400 million in cash and vehicles to support 
the training of the USOC’s 44 national teams. 
Guarascio created GM Event Works, bringing 
management of the company’s heretofore 
unconnected sports and event marketing 
under one umbrella. 


PAUL TAGLIABUE 


Age: 57. Title: Commissioner, NFL. 
Last year’s ranking: 16. 

The NFL soon will complete the 
most lucrative sports TV package 
ever, worth between $6 billion 


: and $7 billion. More good news: new or 

: renovated stadiums are on the way in San 

: Francisco, Seattle, Tampa, Buffalo, and possibly 
? New England. But Pittsburgh voters turned 

: down a new stadium, and no progress has been 
: made in Denver and Minnesota. Oh, and Los 

: Angeles and Cleveland still need teams. 


AS) oe 
JOHN MALONE 


Age: 56. Title: Chairman and 

CEO, Tele-Communications, Inc. 

Last year’s ranking: //. 

Call him Spiderman. Malone's | 
ene alliance with Rupert Murdoch in 
gon Liberty Sports gives him a piece of Madison 

quare Garden as well as the Rangers and 
Knicks. And he is certain to get a piece of the 
Dodgers, too, Meanwhile, TCI’s control of 
Liberty Media gives Malone a voice on 40 
Corporate boards. Moreover, TCI owns 10 
percent of Time Warner. 


GARY BETTMAN 


Age: 46. Title: Commissioner, 

NHL. Last year’s ranking: 18. 

Bettman midwifed expansion to 

Atlanta; Columbus, Ohio; 

Minneapolis-St. Paul; and 
Nashville and oversaw preparation for the NHL's 
first Olympic participation at Nagano in 1998. 
He quietly negotiated a four-year extension of 
the Collective Bargaining Agreement to 2004 
without having to go through another lockout or 
strike. Lukewarm reception by Carolina fans is 
the only blot on his report card. 


MARK McCORMACK 


Age: 67. Title: Chairman and CEO, 

IMG. Last year’s ranking: 4. 

McCormack is gradually 

lowering his profile. His firm 

got mixed reviews on the 
handling of star client Tiger Woods—gracefully 
defusing the Fuzzy Zoeller uproar but offending 
94-year-old Bob Hope by declining a personal 
invitation to his tournament. Despite Ian 
Todd's and Bill Strickland’s departures, IMG 
remains a powerhouse in marketing and 
representation. 


WAYNE HUIZENGA 


Age: 60. Title: Owner, Marlins, 

Dolphins and Florida Panthers. 

Last year’s ranking: 28. 

He rocked baseball by spending 

$89 million on free agents, 
another $60 million on outfielder Gary Sheffield 
and winning a World Series championship for 
the Marlins in their fifth season ... all while mari- 
nating in $30 million of red ink. Soon after 
Game 7 against the Indians, he shocked baseball 
by dismantling the Florida club to cut payroll. 
That's power. 


DAVID FALK 


Age: 47. Title: President and CEO, 

FA.ME. Last year’s ranking: 17. 

Gatekeeper to Michael Jordan, 

Faulk maintained his hold on 

NBA talent by signing four of the 
first eight draft picks from last year. This season, 
his clients could Jand 10 of 24 All-Star berths. 
His clients control the players union, which is 
preparing for a labor confrontation. That could 
occur as early as next summer. Falk's start-up 
film production company may provide screen 
opportunities for his clients. 


: allegedly landing on a 23-year-old woman who 

: subsequently underwent a spinal fusion. 

: Steinberg coolly downplayed the fuss. “Following 
: the custom of his generation, (Drew) jumped into 
: the crowd,” Steinberg said. Steinberg’s positive 

: outlook may explain why he landed six of the 

: first 42 NFL draft picks. 


stance in baseball's labor war continued a 30- 
: year winning streak against the owners. He spent 


: and protecting suspended Tony Phillips of the 

: Angels from Michael Eisner’s wrath. The 
dominance of high-payroll clubs is rotting away 
: his economic credibility. 


: It is fashionable to deride baseball as being 

: obsolete compared to the NBA and NFL, yet 

: Sports Business Daily figures show that 94.3 

: million people attended major and minor league 
) : games in 1996-97, more than pro football (18.5 
: million), basketball (24.7 million) and hockey 

: (38.6 million) combined. 


: by 12 strokes. He has brought an estimated 

? $650 million into the golf industry, not to 

: mention becoming a role model for young 

: golfers everywhere. Ticket sales at tournaments 

? in which Woods played were up 35 percent, and 
: Nike’s golf apparel and footwear sales jumped 

: 100 percent behind Tiger's image. 


LEIGH STEINBERG 


Age: 48. Title: Sports attorney. 
Last year’s ranking: 14. 
Patriots quarterback Drew 
Bledsoe jumped off a Boston 
nightclub stage into a mosh pit, 


DON FEHR 


Age: 49. Title: Executive director, 
MLBPA. Last year’s ranking: 9. 
For the first time in years, Fehr 
was free of collective bargaining 
entanglements after his resolute 


a quiet summer obstructing radical realignment 


BUD SELIG 


Age: 63. Title: Chairman, MLB 
Executive Committee; Owner, 
Brewers. Last year’s ranking: 22. 
Selig pulled off interleague play, a 
huge financial and artistic success. 


TIGER WOODS 


Age: 22. Occupation: Professional 
golfer. Last year’s ranking: VR. 
After Michael, he’s the man. 
Tiger took the sports world by 
storm when he won the Masters 


JUAN ANTONIO SAMARANCH 


Age: 77. Title: President, IOC. 
Last year’s ranking: 12. 
Samaranch’s lame-duck status in 
his last term as IOC president 
erodes his power. He presided 


: over the selection of Athens for the 2004 

: Summer Games, wisely staying above the heated 
: competition between Athens and Rome. But 

: when Italian track czar Primo Nebiolo publicly 

: blasted Greek officials for their management of 

: this year’s IAAF world championships in Athens, 
: Samaranch stepped in. 
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JERRY COLANGELO 


Age: 58. Title: Pres,/CEO, Suns; Managing general 
partner, Diamondbacks. Last year's ranking: 20. 


Held MLB to promise to put Diamondbacks into N.L. 


Bulletproof windows in his office are reminder of his 
power in selling controversial sales tax financing 
construction, making waves in baseball. 


GERALD LEVIN 

Age: 58. Title: Chairman and CEO, Time Warner. 
Last year’s ranking: 7. 

Time Warner Cable played hardball with ESPN on 
its New York cable systems, picking its CNN/SI over 
ESPNews. Levin tossed a bone to Disney, ESPN's 
parent company, by adding Classic Sports Network. 


ROBERT WRIGHT 


Age: 54. Title: President and CEO, NBC. 

Last year’s ranking: 73. 

Wright is who Dick Ebersol consulted before firing 
Marv Albert. He allows Ebersol elbow room to 
maintain NBC Sports primacy. He received the 
1997 Gold Medal Award for industry leadership. 


TOM CLARKE 

Age: 46. Title: President and COO, Nike. 

Last year’s ranking: VR. 

Second-in-command, focusing company sites on soc- 
cer. $120 million deal with USSF gives Nike inside 
track on apparel and shoe needs of midget league 


youth. Six World Cup teams in '98 will wear swoosh. 


ROBERT BENNETT 

Age: 39. Title: CEO, Liberty Media Corp. 

Last year’s ranking: VR. 

Liberty's regional sports networks merged with Fox 
to form Fox Sports Net. Acquired a stake in MSG 
network, the Rangers and Knicks. Positioned to 
become part-owner of Dodgers after Fox purchase. 


JACK SMITH 

Age: 62. Title: Chairman and CEO, The Sports 
Authority. Last year’s ranking: NVR. 

His 208 stores are dominant in the sports retail 
marketing business. Smith controls the shelf space 
and display coveted by sports marketers. The Sports 
Authority's sales are approaching $1.3 billion. 


JAMES DOLAN 

Age: 42. Title: CEO, Cablevision. 

Last year’s ranking: 19. 

Dolan acquired 10 New York-area cable systems 
from TCI for $1.1 billion. He then turned around 
and sold 40 percent of its sports-programming 
services to Fox/Liberty for $850 million. 


BILL GATES 

Age: 42. Title: Chairman and CEO, Microsoft. 

Last year’s ranking: NVR. 

His footprints are everywhere, from Comcast to 
Web-TV to Seattle Reign to Celtics website to Paul 
Allen. Gates could crack top 10 without straining his 
hard drive. s 


RUSS GRANIK 

Age: 49. Title: Deputy commissioner, NBA; President, 
USA Basketball. Last year’s ranking: 24. 

David Stem is on record saying Granik will be the 
NBA's next commissioner. His quiet manner belies 
his control of day-to-day operations, collective bar- 
gaining, TV negotiations and code of conduct. 


CHASE CAREY 

Age: 44. Title: Co-COO, News Corp.; Chairman and 
CEO, Fox Television. Last year’s ranking: 25. 
Rupert Murdoch’s No. 2 man negotiated 

$350 million purchase of Dodgers and Dodger 
Stadium, orchestrated Fox Sports Net deal with 
Cablevision, as well as acquisition of FIT TV. 


| 


ANTHONY T. PONTURO 


Age: 45. Title: V.P. corporate media, Anheuser-Busch, 
Last year’s ranking: 26. 


AUGUST BUSCH IV 


Age: 33. Title: VP. marketing, Anheuser-Busch. 
Last year’s ranking: NR. 


Bud became official beer of NASCAR in 1997 as 
well as sponsor of the San Francisco Giants’ new 
Pac-Bell park. Busch IV is responsible for strategic 
planning, brand image, development, advertising, 
sales media and marketing for all of the nearly 
40 beer brands that make up Anheuser-Busch, 


RICHARD STRUP 

Age: 45. Title: Senior V.P/managing director, Miller 
Brewing Int'l. Last year’s ranking: 22. 

Miller Lite bought the two-minute warning 
advertising spot on Fox's NFL broadcasts, and Miller 
acquired beer category exclusivity on Fox's Major 
League Baseball broadcasts. 


BRAD BALL 

Age: 47. Title: Senior vice president marketing, 
McDonala’s. Last year’s ranking: VR. 

Company became worldwide sponsor of Olympics 
for Nagano and Sydney. Basketball tournament in 
Paris was smashing success with Michael Jordan's 
presence. 


CHARLES FRUIT 


Age: 5/. Title: VP. and director of media and presence 
marketing, Coca-Cola. Last year’s ranking: 31. 
Coke's Powerade replaced Gatorade as the official 
NHL drink, and Coke unseated Pepsi as the official 
drink of NASCAR. Fruit is in his fifth year in the 
position. 


JOHN KRIMSKY 

Age: 59. Title: Deputy secretary general, USOC. 

Last year’s ranking: 29. 

Architect of $900 million deal with General Motors 
and NBC through the 2008 Games. Completed 
agreements with Texaco, U.S. West, and The Home 
Depot valued at $450 million. 


DAVID HILL 


Age: 51. Title: President, Fox Sports; President and 
COO, Fox Television; Chairman, Fox-Liberty Networks. 
Last year’s ranking: 30. 

Innovated catcher-cam and “sounds of the game” for 
baseball telecasts, Foxtracker for football and hockey. 
Was also behind Fox’s coverage of 1997 Super Bowl. 


PAT BOWLEN 

Age: 53. Title: Owner, Broncos. 

Last year’s ranking: 39. 

He guided the NFL to TV’s Promised Land—an 
imminent $6 billion-$7 billion deal—as head of the 
broadcasting committee. If only the Broncos could 
win a Super Bowl. 


ANITA DeFRANTZ 

Age: 45. Title: Vice president, IOC. 

Last year's ranking: 38. 

The first female vice president, as well as the highest 
ranking American in the IOC since Avery Brundage, 
DeFrantz is considered a potential successor to Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, who holds her in high regard. 


RICHARD SCHULTZ 

Age: 68. Title: Executive director, USOC. 

Last year’s ranking: 36. 

Strengthened USOC’s position with the IOC, ensur- 
ing additional TV revenues and creating a dispute- 
settlement system. Named to IOC Coordination 
Commission for 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney. 


Seth Abraham 
Paul Allen 


Neil Austrian 
Brad Ball 

Paul Beeston 
Robert Bennett 
Gary Bettman 
Scott Boras 
Steve Bornstein 


Pat Bowlen 

Tim Brosnan 
August Busch IV 
Chase Carey 


Dave Checketts 


Tom Clarke 
Jerry Colangelo 


Len Coleman 
Bob Costas 
David D'Alessandro 
Anita DeFrantz 
Cedric Dempsey 
James Dolan 
Rick Dudley 
Warrick Dunn 
James Easton 
Dick Ebersol 
Michael Eisner 
Roger Enrico 
David Falk 

Don Fehr 

Tim Finchem 
Paul Fireman 
Bill France Jr, 
Brian France 
Barry Frank 
Charles Fruit 


Power, from A to 


Pres. and CEO, Time Warner Sports, Kevin Garnett 79 
Chairman, Trail Blazers, Seahawks, : Bill Gates 28 
Starwave. : Bob Goodenow 61 
President, NFL. : Russ Granik 29 
Senior V.P,, marketing, McDonald's. 

C00, Major League Baseball. : Ken Griffey Jr vA 
CEO, Liberty Media Corp. H Philip Guarascio 9 
Commissioner, NHL. 

Player agent. Bob Gutkowski 81 
President and CEO, ESPN; President, Eddy Hartenstein 48 
ABC Sports, Harold Henderson 68 
Owner, Denver Broncos. Michael Higgins 7 
C00, Baseball International. David Hill 36 


V.P/marketing, Anheuser-Busch, Inc, 
Co-C00, News Corp.; Chairman and 
CEO, Fox Television. 

President and CEO, Madison Square 


Evander Holyfield 95 
Wayne Huizenga 14 


Garden. Phil Jackson 56 
President and COO, Nike. Jim Jannard 76 
President and CEO, Phoenix Suns; Michael Jordan 1 

Managing gen. partner, Diamondbacks. Michael Jordan 60 
President, National League. Robert Kain 42 
NBC sportscaster. Doug Kelly 83 
Senior executive V.P,, John Hancock Co, Phil Knight 7 

Vice president, IOC, Roy Kramer 82 
Executive director, NCAA. John Krimsky 35 


CEO, Cablevision. F 
President and COO, NHL Enterprises. 
Charitable athlete. 


Richard Lapchick 94 


Member, |0C; Chairman Easton Sports. Gerald Levin 22 
President, NBC Sports. Sara Levinson 40 
Chairman and CEO, Disney. Donna Lopiano 67 


CEO, PepsiCo. 


President and CEO, F.A.M.E. Robert Louis-Dreyfus 54 


Forward, Minnesota Timberwolves. 
Chairman and CEO, Microsoft. 
Executive director, NHLPA. 

Deputy commissioner, NBA; 
President, USA Basketball. 

Center fielder, Seattle Mariners. 
V.P/G.M of marketing and advertising 
for N. American ops., General Motors. 
President and CEO, Marquee Group. 
President, DirecTV. 

Executive vice president, NFL 

Senior vice president, F.A.M.E. 

Pres,, Fox Sports; Pres, and COO, Fox 
Television; Chairman, Fox-Liberty Ntwks. 
Heavyweight boxing champion. 
Owner, Florida Marlins, Miami 
Dolphins, Florida Panthers, 

Coach, Chicago Bulls. 

Chairman and president, Oakley, Inc. 
Guard, Chicago Bulls, 

Chairman, Westinghouse/CBS. 

Senior Executive vice president, IMG. 
President and COO, Pro Player, 
Chairman and CEO, Nike. 
Commissioner, Southeastern Conf. 
Deputy secretary general, 

U.S. Olympic Committee. 

Director, Northeastern Univ, Center for 
the Study of Sport in Society. 
Chairman and CEO, Time Warner, 
President, NFL Properties, 

Executive director, Women’s Sports 
Foundation, 

Chairman, adidas AG. 


Executive director, MLBPA. John Malone 11 President and CEO, Tele- 
Commissioner, PGA Tour. Communications, Inc. 

Chairman and CEO, Reebok. Bob Mancini 86 President, Ford Motor Media. 
President and CEO, NASCAR. Dave Martin 85 President and CEO, PentaCom. 
Vice president marketing, NASCAR. Mark McCormack 13 Chairman and CEO, IMG 

Senior corporate vice president, IMG. Terry McGuirk 65 Chairman, president and CEO, TBS. 
Vice president and director of media Mark McGwire 91 Charitable athlete. 

presence marketing, Coca-Cola. : Sean McManus 63 President, CBS Sports. 


SARA LEVINSON 

Age: 47, Title: President, NFL Properties. 

Last year’s ranking: 32. 

As head of the league’s merchandising arm, Levinson 
is targeting kids and women while trying not to 
alienate older males. Licensing is moving toward 
high-end, Tommy Hilfiger-type brands, 


RICK WELTS 

Age: 44. Title: Executive vice president, NBA; President, 
NBA Properties, Last year’s ranking: 34. 

Named co-marketer of year by Brandweek, Welts laid 
the foundation for an NBA retail store and helped 
promote and direct the marketing efforts for USA 
Basketball and the WNBA. 


ROBERT KAIN 

Age: 48. Title: Senior Executive vice president, IMG. 
Last year’s ranking: NR. 

Produced 11 ice-skating specials for TV, managed 
Pete Sampras, Andre Agassi, Martina Hingis and Jim 
Courier, and helped manage all four grand slam 
events in golf. 


PAUL BEESTON 

Age: 52. Title: COO, Major League Baseball. 

Last year’s ranking: NR. 

A midyear appointment, Beeston criticized the 
Marlins for obstructing the media during the World 
Series. Yet, he muffled the expansion draft buzz by 
keeping the protected lists secret. 


PAUL ALLEN 

Age: 44. Titles: Owner Trail Blazers, Seahawks; 
chairman, Starwave, Last year’s ranking: 56. 

The co-founder of Microsoft added the Seahawks to 
his list after voters approved a referendum, which 
allowed for the building of a stadium. He owns and 
invests in a plethora of technology-based companies. 


: Arli§$$ Michaels 99 Player agent. 
: Jeffrey Moorad 98 Player agent. 
Rupert Murdoch 2 CEO, News Corp. 
David Ogrean 70 Executive director, USA Hockey, 
Bill Parcells 69 Coach, New York Jets. 
Li'l Penny 100 Large-livin', knee-high alter ego. 
Rick Pitino 88 President and coach, Boston Celtics. 
: Curtis J. Polk 77 ‘President, FA.M.E. 
: Jeff Pollack 92 President and publisher, Sports 
Business Daily. 
Anthony T. Ponturo 31 +P, corporate media, Anheuser- 
: Busch, Inc. 
i Jerry Reinsdorf 47 Chairman, Chicago Bulls and Chicago 
H White Sox. 
Pat Riley 51 Coach and president, Miami Heat. 
David Robinson 91 Charitable athlete 
: Dennis Rodman 96 Forward, Chicago Bulls. 
Juan Samaranch 20 President, |0C 
Harvey Schiller 75 President, Turner Sports. 
Bill Schmidt 87 Vice president, Gatorade Worldwide 
Sports Marketing. 
Richard Schultz 39 Executive director, USOC. 
Bud Selig 18  Chrmn., MLB Executive Committee; 
2 Owner, Milwaukee Brewers. 
: Jack Smith 26 Chrmn. and CEO, The Sports Authority. 
: Steve Smith 91 Charitable athlete. 
: Jan Soderstrom 84 Vice president marketing, VISA. 
} Steve Solomon 66 Senior vice president and COO, NHL. 
Leigh Steinberg 16 Sports attorney. 
David Stern 3 Commissioner, NBA. 
Richard Strup 32 Senior vice president/Managing 
director, Miller Brewing International. 
: Paul Tagliabue 10 Commissioner, NFL. 
: Tony Tavares 50 President, Anaheim Sports. 
} Rod Thorn 78 Vice president/operations, NBA. | 
: Ted Turner 5 Vice chairman, Time Warner. | 
: Gene Upshaw 62 Executive director, NFLPA. 
: Rick Welts 41 Executive vice president, NBA; | 
: President, NBA Properties, | 
Reggie White 53 Defensive end, Green Bay Packers. @ | 
: Bob Wood 90 U.S. marketing director, Nike. 7 
: Tiger Woods 19 Professional golfer. | 
Robert Wright 23 President and CEO, NBC. | 
Ron Zarella 9 VP. North American sales, service and 1) 


marketing, General Motors. 


TIM FINCHEM 

Age: 50. Title: Commissioner, PGA Tour. 

Last year’s ranking: 59. 

Cashed in on Tigermania. New TV package doubled 
to $400 million. Corporate sponsors dropped 

$18 million at PGA Championship at Winged Foot. 
Tents cost $125,000; tables $18,000. 


CEDRIC DEMPSEY 


Age: 65. Title: Executive director, NCAA. 

Last year’s ranking: 47. 

He came under fire from gender-parity advocates as 
the Supreme Court declined to overturn Brown 
University decision. Bringing Rose Bowl into Super 
Alliance should make football fans happy. 


JERRY REINSDORF 


Age: 61. Title: Chairman, Chicago Bulls and Chicago 
White Sox. Last year’s ranking: 15. 

Lost his voice in baseball's inner circle and lost his 
nerve in the White Sox's fire sale. Allowed Michael 
Jordan to dictate the Bulls’ personnel, but fans 
continue to line up for tickets. 


EDDY HARTENSTEIN 

Age: 47. Title: President, DirecTV. 

Last year’s ranking: 77. 

DirecTV increased its subscriber base by 50 percent, 
and signed a multiyear agreement with the NFL for 
exclusive mini-dish distribution. Became the only 
satellite service to offer an MLS soccer package. 


NEIL AUSTRIAN 

Age: 57. Title: President, NFL. Last year’s ranking: 49. 
Manages league business entities including NFL 
Properties (licensing), NFL Enterprises (satellite TV 
package) and NFL International (World League, CFL 
alliance). Also will play primary role in representing 
league in negotiations for a new television contract. 
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10 to watch 


BILL ALLARD 


President, Pro Serv 


Taking over for legendary Donald 
Dell. He played a key role in $100 
million Staples naming-rights deal for 


new downtown L.A. arena. 


BILLY HUNTER 
Executive director, National 
Basketball Players 
Association 

Defending Latrell Sprewell 
on due process argument. 
Not a good idea. 


HOWARD 
SLUSHER 


Nike adviser 

This former football agent 
is part of Phil Knight's inner 
circle. He has come a long 
way since John Hannah 
and Leon Gray’s holdout. 
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TONY TAVARES 
Age: 48. Title: President, Anaheim Sports. 

Last year’s ranking: 52. 

The Mighty Ducks made the NHL playoffs for the 
first time, the Angels improved by 17 games and the 
differences with Fox Sports West were resolved. 
Where have you gone, Paul Kariya? 


PAT RILEY 

Age: 52. Title: President and coach, Heat. 

Last year’s ranking: NVR. 

He elevated the status and pay scale of NBA 
coaches. Now the Heat appear ready to justify his 
salary. Few, if any, coaches command as much 
respect from players as Riley does. 


BILL FRANCE JR. 
Age: 64. Title: President and CEO, NASCAR. 
Last year’s ranking: VR. 


BRIAN FRANCE 


Age: 35. Title: VP marketing and communications, 
NASCAR. Last year's ranking: NR. 


Corporate support for NASCAR climbed to 

$441 million, while anti-tobacco settlements put 
over-expanded Winston Cup series under a cloud 
of smoke. Bill is the son of the founder of 
NASCAR. Brian, Bill Jr.’s son, has been involved 
with NASCAR for more than 10 years. 


REGGIE WHITE 

Age: 36. Position: Defensive end, Packers. 

Last year’s ranking: VR. 

Won his first Super Bow! championship ring. Church 
and charitable work have been applauded. A Nike 
endorser, he wants the company to make its shoes in 
innercity factories. 


ROBERT LOUIS-DREYFUS 

Age: 56. Title: Chairman, adidas AG. 

Last year’s ranking: VR. 

His acquisition of Salomon lifted adidas to No. 2 in 
the shoe company wars. At the same time, he made 
inroads in Major League Baseball by scoring a $95 
million promotional coup with Yankees. 


TOM CONDON 

President, IMG Football 

He negotiated $130 million in 
contracts, including 10 of the NFL's 


MIKE HOLMGREN 


Coach, Green Bay Packers 


Holmgren 


highest-paid players at their positions. 


VE CHECKETTS 
DA 42, Title: President and CEO, Madison Square 
Garden. Last year’s ranking: 71. 

Checketts, who continues to oversee one of the most 
powerful sports and entertainment companies in the 


country, cracked down on ticket brokers and helped 
get the New York Liberty started in the WNBA. 


HIL JACKSON 

ie 52. Title: Coach, Chicago Bulls. 

Last year’s ranking: NR. y 

Besides winning his fifth NBA title, the Zen master is 
the only person who could talk Air Jordan out of 
retirement and get Scottie Pippen back on the court 
despite contract squabbles with the team. 


SCOTT BORAS 

Age: 45. Title: Player agent. Last year’s ranking: VR. 
Braves pitcher Greg Maddux received baseball's 
highest salary, a five-year deal at $11.5 million annu- 
ally. Infielder Jay Bell's $34 million deal with 
Arizona is larceny. But is first-round draft pick J.D 
Drew’s power struggle with the Phillies a mistake? 


BARRY FRANK 

Age: 65. Title: Senior corporate vice president, IMC. 
Last year’s ranking: 37. 

Frank negotiated the following contracts: Major 
League Baseball/Fox Sports Net, Big 12 
football/ABC, Bob Costas/NBC and CBS/US, Tennis 
Association for U.S. Open rights. 


DAVID D’ALESSANDRO 

Age: 47. Title: Senior Executive Vice President, John 
Hancock Co. Last year’s ranking: 47. 

A regular on corporate speech circuit, he lectures on 
the effective use of Olympic sponsorship. His 
insurance company, John Hancock, is a top Olympic 
sponsor. 


MICHAEL JORDAN 

Age: 61. Title: Chairman and CEO, Westinghouse/CBS. 
Last year’s ranking: 5/. 

The “other” Jordan led the corporate restructuring, 
took control of CBS Sports and assumed direct 
oversight of Sports president Sean McManus in the 
midyear shakeup. 


The “season after” has Washington and Detroit 
been a bit of a struggle, next season. 
but he’s still a coaching 
force with which to be GARY CAVALLI 
reckoned. Commissioner, ABL 
His Richmond franchise 
JUDY FEARING relocated, and MVP Nikki 
Senior VP/Marketing, McCray jumped to the 
ESPN other league. But, hey, his 
Named as one of league still plays its 
Brandweek's Farle schedule in basketball 
marketers of the y season. 
year, she’s noted for her 
consistency and creativiy in ELAINE FARLEY 
dwarfing incumbents like the Swimsuit editor, Sports Illustrated 
broadcast networks or CNN.” Swimsuits are to SI what 
hamburgers are to McDonald's. 
VAL ACKERMAN 
President, WNBA TOM PHILLIPS 


KEITH SEIDEL FOR TSN 


Her new eight-team league 
averaged 9,669 in 
attendance and drew a 2.0 
overall TV rating, with a 
2.3 (three million viewers) 
for the title game. The 
league is expanding to 


President, ESPN/ABC 
Internet Ventures 
SportsZone is the most popular 
destination site on the web, getting 
five million page views and 
625,000 visits per day. 

—Steve Marantz 


BOB GOODENOW 


Age: 45. Title: Executive director, NHLPA. 

Last year’s ranking: 60. 

Quietly negotiated a four-year extension of the col- 
lective bargaining agreement—without animosity or 
talk of striking—as a concession that will allow NHL 
players to perform in the 1998 Olympics at Nagano. 


GENE UPSHAW 

Age: 52. Title: Executive director, NFLPA. 

Last year’s ranking: 66. 3 
The players gave him an $11.2 million contract, 
making him the richest union boss in team sports. A 
former star guard with the Raiders, he has emerged 
as one of the nation’s most powerful labor leaders. 


SEAN McMANUS 

Age: 42. Title: President, CBS Sports. 

Last year’s ranking: 84. 

CBS extended its relationship with Big Ten 
basketball, men and women, through 2006 and with 
the PGA Tour through 2002. The network also is 
making a strong bid to regain a piece of the NFL pie. 


ROGER ENRICO 

Age: 53. Title: CEO, PepsiCo, Inc. 

Last year’s ranking: 70. 

Lost NASCAR to Coke, but scored with “Pepsi Stuff” 
television ad campaign featuring Shaquille O'Neal, 
Derek Jeter, Deion Sanders, skier Picabo Street and 
Andre Agassi. 


TERRY McGUIRK 

Age: 46. Title: Chairman, president and CEO, TBS. 
Last year’s ranking: 65. 

Shepherded the new NBA deal and Nagano 
Olympics cable rights deal. He's the driving force 
behind Ted Turner’s signing of pro wrestlers Hulk 
Hogan, Randy Savage and Bret Hart. 


STEVE SOLOMON 

Age: 54. Title: Senior vice president and COO, NHL. 
Last year’s ranking: 68. 

A year of change, with a new $300 million Canadian 
TV deal (choosing Labatt over longtime principal 
sponsor Molson), and a $60 million deal with 
fledgling CT'V Sports Net for English broadcasts. 


DONNA LOPIANO 


Age: 52. Title: Executive director, Women's Sports 
Foundation. Last year’s ranking: 46. 

The Gender Equity Report Card nailed NCAA 
schools for giving men double the resources of 
women, Among 767 schools studied, men’s teams 
spent $255 million more on operating expenses. 


HAROLD HENDERSON 

Age: 55, Title: Executive vice president, NFL. 

Last year’s ranking: 69. 

Helped extend the collective bargaining agreement 
between the owners and players, assuring labor 
peace for four more years. Oversees the drug 


program and several player programs. 


BILL PARCELLS 


Age: 56. Title: Coach, Jets. 

Last year’s ranking: VR. 

Tuna is on a roll. After taking the Patriots to the 
Super Bowl, he has rebuilt the Jets this season. They 
are assured of their first non-losing season in four 
years and possibly first playoff berth in six. 


DAVID OGREAN 


Age: 44, Title: Executive director, USA Hockey. 

Last year’s ranking: 63. 

He managed the marriage of USA Hockey and the 
NHL to enable the Olympics in Nagano, Japan, to 
utilize U.S. professional players. Could succeed 
Richard Schultz as USOC executive director. 


KEN GRIFFEY JR. 

Age: 28. Position: Centerfielder, Mariners. 

Last year’s ranking: NR. 

Enjoyed first MVP season by chasing Roger Maris’ 
single-season home run record, while becoming first 
baseball player to crack the top 10 of athlete 
endorsers at $6 million. 


TIM BROSNAN 

Age: 39. Title: COO, Baseball International. 

Last year’s ranking: 73. 

He is helping promote baseball internationally. In 
1997, he was responsible for the expansion of MLB | 
coverage into several new countries. This year’s 4 
World Series was a big success in Latin America. 


| 
q 
PAUL FIREMAN ; 
Age: 53. Title: Chairman and CEO, Reebok. 
Last year’s ranking: 74. | | 
| | 
| 
} 


Sales of 3d UltraLite Electrolyte and DMX running 

shoes were bright spots. He introduced “The Lobo,” 
Reebok’s first signature shoe for women basketball 

players. 


BOB COSTAS 


Age: 45. Title: Sportscaster, NBC. 

Last year’s ranking: 78. 

Glib and eloquent, his outspoken criticism of 
baseball’s playoff system and other problems gives 
him a crusading edge. Called a masterpiece in 
Game 7 of the World Series. 


HARVEY SCHILLER 

Age: 58. Title: President, Turner Sports. 

Last year’s ranking: 79. 

Obtained an NHL expansion franchise, negotiated 
Tumer’s $890 million NBA deal and acquired cable 
right for the Olympic Games in Nagano, Japan. He 
also oversees the Goodwill Games. 


JIM JANNARD 

Age: 48. Title: Chairman and president, Oakley, Inc. 
Last year’s ranking: VR. 

Despite a few legal and financial headaches this year, 
this eccentric and innovative FOM (Friend of 
Michael) opened Oakley’s new $35 million futuristic 
headquarters in Orange County, Calif. 


CURTIS POLK 
Age: 37. Title: President/COO, FAME. 
Last year’s ranking: VR. 


MICHAEL HIGGINS 


Age: 38. Title: Senior vice president, FA.M.E. 
Last year’s ranking: NVR. 


David Falk’s partners are Mr, Inside and Mr. 
Outside. Polk, also a lawyer and CPA, is the 
financial wizard whom Falk refers to as his 
“consigliere.” Higgins, who began his career as a 
Hollywood agent after graduating from USC and 
Whittier Law School, is the “people person” who 
keeps the talent pipeline gushing. 


ROD THORN 


Age: 56. Title: Vice president, operations, NBA, 

Last year’s ranking: 87. 

Thorn recommended the Latrell Sprewell suspension, 
as well as the playoff suspension of six Knicks and 
Heat. He sat down three officials during an IRS 
investigation and hired the first two female officials. 


KEVIN GARNETT 

Age: 21. Position: Forward, Timberwolves. 

Last year’s ranking: NR. 

Had a breakthrough season in '97, averaging 

17 points while guiding his team to its first playoff 
appearance. His reward for a job well done: a record- 
setting contract extension, worth $125 million. 
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SETH ABRAHAM 

Age: 49. Title: President and CEO, Time Warner 
Sports/HBO. Last year’s ranking: 95. 

Signed a $12 million deal with obscure English 
featherweight Prince Naseem Hamed. Abraham 
describes Hamed as “a combination of the Beatles 
and Muhammad Ali.” 


BOB GUTKOWSKI 

Age: 49. Title: President and CEO, Marquee Group. 
Last year’s ranking: VR. 

The $15 million acquisition of ProServ lengthens 
prestigious client list while doubling value of compa- 
ny. Negotiated $100 million Staples naming rights 
deal for the L.A. arena due to open in fall of 99. 


ROY KRAMER 


Age: 68. Title: Commissioner, SEC. 

Last year’s ranking: 85. 

The SEC leads the nation in on-field success and 
wallet size, while also setting the pace in women’s 
athletics. Kramer is a big wheel in the Bowl Alliance 
and serves on the NCAA Committee on Infractions. 


DOUG KELLY 

Age: 45. Title: President and COO, Pro Player. 
Last year’s ranking: VR. 

Nice timing. The World Series was played in the 
south Florida ballpark whose naming rights he 
bought for $20 million, dramatically raising his 
apparel company’s recognition factor. 


JAN SODERSTROM 

Age: 51. Title: V.P. Marketing, Visa. 

Last year’s ranking: NVR. 

She joined Visa USA in 1985 as director of 
advertising and marketing and is responsible for 
Visa’s sponsorship of the Olympic Games. She helped 
Visa's U.S. market share grow to nearly 50 percent. 


DAVE MARTIN 

Title: President, CEO, PentaCom. 

Last year’s ranking: NR. 

His company plans and buys advertising for Chrysler 
and related products. Chrysler will be a strong voice 
in the production of and the televised product com- 
ing from the Nagano Olympics. 


BOB MANCINI 

Age: 52. Title: President, Ford Motor Media. 

Last year’s ranking: NR. 

Ford routinely is among the top 10 sports advertisers. 
Mancini's advertising buys are concentrated on the 
Winter Olympics, the National Football League, and 
the PGA. 


WILLIAM SCHMIDT 

Age: 49. Title: Vice president, Gatorade Worldwide 
Sports Marketing. Last year’s ranking: NVR. 

Gatorade provides support or sponsorship of 6,000 
events, ranging from the New York Marathon to local 
races. FOM (Friend of Michael). Jordan landed him a 
seat on Oakley Inc.’s board of directors. 


RICK PITINO 

Age: 45. Title: President and coach, Celtics. 

Last year’s ranking: VR. 

After taking Kentucky to the NCAA championship 
game in 1996 and ’97, Pitino left the bluegrass for 
the green, signing a $7 million-a-year contract to 
restore luster to the NBA’s most-storied franchise. 


RICK DUDLEY 

Age: 44. Title: President and COO, NHL Enterprises. 
Last year’s ranking: 96. 

He created a $200 million themed marketing 
campaign—PowerAde being one of the league’s 
prime sponsors—to celebrate the NHL's presence in 
the 1998 Olympics in Nagano, Japan. 


BOB WOOD 

Age: 43. Title: U.S. Marketing Director, Nike. 

Last year’s ranking: NR. ‘ ; 
Wood is turning his sleek marketing and public 
relations machine toward youth and women. Though 
domestic footwear sales were flat, apparel and golf 
sales went through the roof. 


MARK MCGWIRE 


Age: 34. Position: First baseman Cardinals. 
Last year’s ranking: VR. 


DAVID ROBINSON 


Age: 32. Position: Center, Spurs. 
Last year’s ranking: /VR. 


STEVE SMITH 
Age: 28. Position: Guard, Hawks, 
Last year’s ranking: VR. 


WARRICK DUNN 


Age: 22. Position: Running back, Buccaneers. 
Last year’s ranking: NR 


In 1997, these four players shattered the stereo- 
type of the spoiled, selfish athlete, providing a 
much-needed antidote to the Latrell Sprewells of 
the world. McGwire committed $3 million to 
establish the Mark McGwire Foundation for 
Children; Robinson and his wife, Valerie, pledged 
$5 million to help establish the Carver Complex, 
a social center in San Antonio's inner city; 

Smith gave $2.5 million back to Michigan State for 
the university's new academic facility for athletes; 
and Dunn used part of his signing bonus to help 
four single mothers in Tampa make down 
payments on new homes. Yes, Virginia, there is a 
Santa Claus, and he plays professional baseball 
and basketball and football ... 


JEFF POLLACK 

Age: 33. Title: President and publisher, Sports Business 
Daily. Last year’s ranking: VR. 

His faxed trade publication (est. 1994) is a one-stop 
shopping read for sports-industry insiders. Eighty-five 
of TSN's Top 100 in ’96 subscribe or work for 
organizations that subscribe to the publication. 


JAMES EASTON 

Age: 62. Title: Member, IOC; Chairman, Easton Sports. 
Last year’s ranking: 98. 

He came through in a pinch for USS. speedskaters, 
ordering his factory to produce an eleventh-hour run 
of new “clap” skates before an international 
competition. 


RICHARD LAPCHICK 

Age: 52. Title: Director, Northeastern Univ. Center for 

Study of Sport in Society. Last year’s ranking: 92. 

His group keeps plugging along. In ’97, a sister office 
in Orlando was opened, and the center entered into 

agreement with the NBA to give diversity training to 
all employees, including owners and players. 


EVANDER HOLYFIELD 

Age: 35, Title: Heavyweight champion. 

Last year’s ranking: NR. 

His ear might be a little smaller, but Holyfield’s 
credibility and professionalism are growing by the 
year. When and if Tyson returns, they'll do 

$100 million worth of business on pay-per-view. 


DENNIS RODMAN 

Age: 36. Position: Forward, Bulls. 

Last year’s ranking: NR. 

Ripped Mormons and lady refs. Rodman possesses 
the power of repulsion, like bug spray. He still grabs 
a bunch of rebounds, waving them theatrically above 
his head, but he isn’t as active as he once was. 


N’s TOP 100 


LEONARD COLEMAN JR. 


Age: 48. Title: President, National League. 

Last year’s ranking: VR. 

Helped Major League Baseball honor the 

50th anniversary of Jackie Robinson’s historic 
breakthrough. Showed backbone in fining umpire Ed 
Rapuano for unwarranted ejection of Albert Belle. 


JEFFREY MOORAD 


Age: 42. Title: Player agent. 
Last year’s ranking: 58. 
He moved Matt Williams to the Diamondbacks in a 


Leigh Steinberg. 


$45 million deal and got Pudge Rodriguez 
$42 million from the Rangers. He's a partner with 


Sports keiretsu: Power at the Top 


_ Power at the highest level of sports 
Increasingly is shaped by keiretsu, a Japanese 
term for a web of companies comprising a 
maulti-industry cartel. 

In New Yorker magazine, writer Ken Auletta 
Outlines a disturbing pattern of partnerships 
among six dominant media-communications- 
entertainment companies. Sports ramifications 
involve multiple ownership of franchises within 
the same leagues and joint venturing by 
companies competing on-field. 

The major companies include Rupert 
Murdoch’s News Corp., which controls 
Fox/Liberty Sports (Dodgers, Knicks, Rangers); 
Michael Eisner’s Disney/ABC/ 

ESPN (Angels, Mighty Ducks); Gerald Levin’s 
and Ted Turner’s Time Warner (Braves, Hawks, 
expansion NHL Thrashers); John Malone's TCI 
and its sometimes subsidiary Liberty Media 
(Knicks, Rangers, Braves, Hawks, Thrashers, 
Dodgers, Avalanche, Nuggets) and GE/NBC 


part ownership of two franchises (76ers, 
Flyers) and strong influence over two others 
(Trail Blazers, Seahawks). 

While these six compete fiercely for 
control of audiences and consumers, they 
also cooperate to a surprising degree, 
posing potential conflicts of interest. 

Here’s how sports keiretsu works: 

Disney/ESPN owns the Angels and 
Mighty Ducks, and Fox/Liberty owns 
about 30 percent of the Rangers and Knicks and 
shortly will own the Dodgers. The Angels and 
Dodgers are rivals, now playing head-to-head in 
interleague play. The Rangers and Mighty Ducks 
also go head-to-head. Yet, Disney/ESPN and 
Murdoch's News Corp., which controls 
Fox/Liberty, are 50-50 partners in ESPN Star 
Sports in Asia. Moreover, the Angels and Mighty 
Ducks are carried locally on Fox Sports West, 
and the Dodgers are carried on ESPN. 

Time Warner owns the Braves and Hawks 
and recently obtained an NHL expansion 
franchise for Atlanta, to be called the Thrashers. 
Time Warner's teams routinely play 
Fox/Liberty’s teams. Yet, as Auletta notes, the 
two companies are partners in Channel V, a 
music-television cable channel in Asia. 
Additionally, Fox News sometimes is carried on 
Time Warner cable channels, and Warner Bros. 

rogramming is carried on News Corp. satellites. 

Fox/Liberty’s interest in the Knicks and 
Rangers makes it a partner with GE/NBC, 


which owns a piece of the two clubs through 
Rainbow Media. Meanwhile, GE/NBC is linked 
to Disney through a partnership in A&E, the 
cable network, and to TCI and Time Warner 
through a tri-partnership in Court TV. GE 
Capital financed Cablevision, the majority owner 
of the Knicks and Rangers. 

TCI owns 10 percent of Time Warner's stock 
and has a joint venture with Murdoch’s News 
Corp. through Fox/Liberty Sports. TCI, through 
Liberty Media, has a $15 million investment in 
Ascent Entertainment's Pepsi Center. Ascent 
owns the Avalanche and Nuggets. 

TCI and Liberty 
Media are spider 
companies, with 
six Liberty 


hi os 
(Knicks, Rangers). Bill Gates’ Microsoft has ic 
i 


execu- 
tives sit- 
ting on 
40 cor- 
porate 
boards. 
Significantly, 
Liberty twice has been spun out to the public in 
part to squelch government scrutiny that TCI is 
too vertically integrated, or owns too great a 
concentration of programming and distribution. 
Microsoft owns 11.5 percent of Comcast, the 
nation’s fourth-largest cable company, which 
owns the 76ers and Flyers. One of Microsoft's 
directors is co-founder Paul Allen, who owns the 
Trail Blazers and Seahawks. Microsoft is linked 
to the other mega-companies through Comcast 
and assorted ventures. For instance, Microsoft 
partners with GE/NBC in MSNBC and has a 
Joint agreement with Disney to develop Internet 
content. Comcast and Time Warner hold a 51 
percent interest in Sunshine Network, while 
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ARLISS$ MICHAELS 


Age: Same age as last year, he says. Title: Everyone's 
favorite super-agent. Last year’s ranking: 100. 

You win some, you lose some. But Michaels, HBO’s 
agent to the superstars, has come out slightly ahead 
in ’97. That’s why he moved up one precious spot in 
our annual poll. He owes his entire staff a big raise. 


LI'L PENNY 


Title: Musician, artist, chef, raconteur and bon vivant. 
Last year’s ranking: VR. 

Besides chasing supermodel Tyra Banks, Li'l 
claims to own a Krispy Kreme donut franchise. 
Last year, he invented an edible watch. 


Fox/Liberty owns 49 percent. 

A fan naturally asks: Does multiple franchise 
ownership and/or joint venturing affect action 
on the field? 

The answer is: probably, although so far only 
one example obliquely presents itself. It involves 
Avalanche star Joe Sakic, the object of a bidding 
war last summer between the Rangers and 
Avalanche in which Colorado matched a 
$21 million offer by the Rangers. Coincidentally, 
with the Avalanche’s offer, TCI/Liberty Media 
announced a $15 million investment in Ascent's 
new Pepsi Center arena, an amount matching 
Sakic’s signing bonus and equal to roughly 
6 percent of Ascent’s sports holdings, though 
technically not a stake in the clubs. 

Although TCI/Liberty denied the investment 
was tied to Sakic, it appears it helped the 
Avalanche at the expense of the Rangers, in 
which it is a 30 percent owner through 
Fox/Liberty. The reason TCI/Liberty chose the 
Avalanche over the Rangers, it is speculated, 


S)\ is that Fox/Liberty has a $100 million 


investment in Fox Sports Rocky Mountain 

| (FSR), a regional network carrying the 

Avalanche and Nuggets. Sakic is a more 

7 valuable commodity to TCI/Liberty as an Av 
in helping FSR gain regional TV supremacy 

over ESPN, than he is as a Ranger. 

The NHL has a rule prohibiting multiple 
ownership, although TCI’s interest in the 

® Rangers and the expansion Thrashers 

(through Time Warner) appears to 
stretch it. The NHL Board of Governors 
is studying conflict-of-interest issues. 

NBA commissioner David Stern says he is 
“watchful” about the appearance of conflicts of 
interest, and that his office will use its power to 
protect against conflicts. A distinction must be 
made between ownership and operating control, 
Stern says. 

Stern also says he sees no evidence that on- 
court competition is being affected by mega- 
alliances or multiple ownerships. Yet, plausible 
conflicts easily could affect competition. 

Imagine the Dodgers are out of the pennant 
race by July. Fox ownership, with TCI/Liberty as 
a partner, could arrange to “rent” the Dodgers’ 
best player to a contending team, possibly one 
carried by a Fox/Liberty regional sports 
network seeking to build audience. Or the star 
player could be shipped to the Angels or Braves 
for a Disney or Time Warner guid pro quo in an 
Asian joint venture. 

How long before sportswriters are required to 
chart interlocking directorates? 

Welcome to sports keiretsu. —Steve Marantz 


Age: Exactly one year younger than Penny Hardaway. 
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The year in preview 


The faces to watch: a portfolio of athletes who are poised fo 
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It is a long way from the small central 
Louisiana town of Winnfield to the “Big 
House” in Ann Arbor. But the move hasn't 
bothered Anthony Thomas, a quiet true 
freshman running back for No. 1 ranked 
Michigan. “I never believed I'd be playing 
for a national championship my first year,” 
he says as a shy grin reveals a couple of 
gold teeth. 

After being recruited by more than 30 
schools out of high school, it came down to 
Nebraska and Michigan for Thomas, a 6-2, 
229-pounder. The difference between the 
schools for Thomas came off the field. “I 
wanted to come to a family atmosphere. 
Michigan has that brotherly feel,” he says. 
Several players from Louisiana on the 
Michigan roster also helped the transition 
for the 20-year-old. 
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The bruising back has shown an ability 
to produce under pressure and talent as a 
receiver. “(Quarterback Brian) Griese and I 
got closer as the season went on,” he says. 
“We had a lot of fun throwing the ball by 
the end of the year.” 


arks this fall by throwing for 3,63 J 
a leading Wetengin State to its first Rose Bowl since the 1930 season, 


LAST YEAR'S PICK / Ryan Leaf: Watching Leaf in '96, you could see it 


d led his troops, he was bound to 


r their breakthrough seasons, 


Anthony Thomas 


Pausing to sign an autograph beneath a 
set of Romanesque columns adjacent to 
massive Michigan Stadium, Thomas feels 
fortunate: “I’m just so happy to have all of 
this so early in my career.” And he should 
have even more in 1998, when Thomas 
will be the focal point of what figures to be 
a powerful and punishing Wolverines’ run- 
ning attack. —Albert Dickson 


University of Michigan 


9 year in preview 


The Celtics practice in a small gym on 
the campus of Brandeis University, in 
Waltham, Mass., a 20-minute drive from 
downtown Boston. - 

While setting up my equipment in a 
small conference room across the hall from 
the gym to shoot Antoine Walker’s portrait, 
a group of teenagers on a college visit 
made use of the one clear square inch of 
space in the opaque glass window. 

They stood with their heads together, 
standing practically on top of each other, 
like 10 people fighting over a telescope, 
each trying to line up one eyeball through 
the, opening to catch a glimpse of the great- 
ness within. 

Walker still has a ways to go to garner 
the attention of every NBA fan. His 
shooting has been erratic, he has lacked 


concentration on defense and his free- 
throw percentage has a Shaq-like resem- 
blance. 

Soon, though, Walker should find his 
groove on Boston’s parquet. He has been 
reunited with his college coach, Rick Pitino, 


LAST YEAR’S PICK / Eddie Jones: This driver and slasher is the Lakers’ 
most complete player. Not only did EJ. net 17 points a night in 97, he 
also stifled opponents on defense. Those skills earned him a spot on 
the All-Star team last February. And it doesn’t stop there. Several 
weeks ago, EJ. was named this season's first NBA Player of the Month. 


Antoine Walker 


Boston Celtics 


and his myriad talents are perfectly suited 
for the coach’s style of play. Walker's versa- 
tility, his combination of quickness and 
power, his fearlessness, his boundless en- 
ergy on the court—all mesh perfectly with 
what Pitino is doing in trying to rebuild the 
once-mighty Celtics. 

Soon, people will want to catch more 
than a glimpse of him. —Robert Seale 


, 
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The sun is setting over Miami as Eli 
Marrero watches a neighborhood baseball 
game wind down in the street. There is a 


break in the action every time a car passes. | 


“These kids, they play all day in the street 
... baseball, basketball, football. I love it,” 
says Marrero, a St. Louis Cardinals catcher. 
Grabbing a ball, he steps in and fires it past 
the batter to wrap up the game. 

These warm coastal evenings are what 
he has known his entire life. Born in 
Havana, Cuba, he left with his family as a 
6-year-old when Castro opened the doors. 
“I don’t remember much of Cuba. Flying 
kites and playing baseball is all,” he says. 

It is the chill of the early- and late-season 
games that give him trouble now. “Cold 
weather kills me,” he says. “I’ve never been 
around snow before.” 


32 TSN - DECEMBER 22, 1997 


LAST YEAR’S PICK / Justin Thompson: A year ago, Tigers hopeful 
Thompson was pictured amid the weeds near a semipro field in Texas. The 
semipro setting aside, Thompson proved he was major league all the way 
in 1997. At age 24, he won 15 games for Detroit, compiled the fifth-best 
ERA in the league, 3.02, and pitched in the All-Star Game at Cleveland. 


Marrero, 24, married his high school 
sweetheart a couple of years ago. They 
have an infant son and are building a 
house nearby. He gets to care for his son, 
Eli Alexander, while his wife, Marisol, 
works. “I get to play Mr. Mom,” he says. 

He credits Marisol with keeping him out of 


Eli Marrero 


trouble. “I used to go out a lot,” he says. “But St | Quis Cardinals 
she showed me that I have an opportunity, 


that I shouldn’t let it slip through my fingers.” ’ 

He'll get an opportunity to be the Cardi- 
nals’ starting catcher this season. Marrero, a 
defensive specialist, looks forward to per- 
forming for the fans in St. Louis: “They are 
the best up there. They support the players 
100 percent.” —Albert Dickson 


The Flyers had just finished a morning 
workout at their practice rink, a slab of ice 
in suburban south Jersey where—when the 
NHLers aren’t taking over for an hour or 
two of two-on-one drills—families take their 
children ice skating for the first time. The 
only difference between this rink and 
others like it in suburbs across America is 
that the outside corners of this rink are 
littered with the broken sticks and pucks of 
power plays past. 

Chris Gratton, big, blond and tall, walks 
up. A 6-3, 212-pound center, Gratton is 
going to have his picture taken. But 
Gratton, an impact player acquired from 
Tampa Bay to add much needed defen- 
sive intensity and grit to a Flyers team 
that came up short in the Stanley Cup fi- 
nals last season, is a little less than enthu- 


LAST YEAR’S PICK / Nikolai Khabibulin: If you watched him as we 
suggested, you saw why he is the best goalie no one really knows. He 
started the Coyotes’ final 49 games last season. His numbers were 
impressive: seven shutouts and 2.83 goals-against average. Most impor- 
tant, however, he kept an average Coyotes’ team in every game. 


siastic about the whole thing. Turns out 
the man who mucks it up on a regular 
basis in front of 20,000 rabid Philadel- 
phia fans is more than a little bit camera- 
shy. We are forced to shoot outside, not 
on the ice; there might be children in 
there, and Gratton wants to wait an hour 


Chris Gratton 


or so ... until all his teammates are gone. 

This humble, if not embarrassed, man, 
standing behind a bush in the back of the 
arena parking lot, terrified of drawing at- 
tention to himself, soon enough will draw 
the attention of the kids who know that the 
ice inside felt the blades of his skates. Soon 
enough, they all will want to be just like 
Chris Gratton. —Robert Seale 


Philadelphia Flyers 
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he year in preview 


Larry Hughes is a player who can take a 
college basketball program to the next 
level. He is a versatile, highly recruited 6-5 
point guard who can drain the 3-pointer, 
post-up if needed and find the open man. 
And when it came time for Hughes, 18, to 
decide where to play college ball, it came 
down to one thing. Family. 

Thus, the St. Louis prodigy decided to 
stay home and attend Saint Louis Univer- 
sity and be close to his brother and mother. 
“That would be the reason to stay here,” 
says Hughes, who grew up a few miles 
from SLU’s campus. “There is no place like 
home.” 

His brother, Justin, 11, needed a heart 
transplant last year to save his life. The 
transplant changed Hughes’ perspective on 
the world. 
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LAST YEAR’S PICK / Anthony Parker: The off-guard has battled injuzies 
the past two years but still averaged 16.6 points, 5.3 rebounds and 3.4 
assists last season with Bradley. He became the 21st pick in the NBA draft 
by the Nets and soon was part of an eight-player trade with the 76ers. He 
was recently activated to inject a defensive presence in the 76ers’ lineup. 


“Life in general is more important to me,” 
he says. “I wanted my mother and my 
brother to be able to see me play live. I tune 
everything out during a game, but I know 
they're there, and I see them afterward.” 

Hughes has a variety of talents but says 
height is his main advantage. “There aren't 


Larry Hughes 


too many 6-5 point guards out there,” he i i niversi 
says. If you compare his talents to those of Saint Louis Univers yy 


Penny Hardaway, Hughes smiles: “He is 
where I want to be some day.” 

Posing beside a row of basketballs for a 
portrait, he boils basketball down to a 
simple tenet. “All the hype means nothing,” 
he says. “You have to have fun. That’s the 
biggest part of basketball.” —Albert Dickson 


ar in preview 


——————r 


Jason Taylor's eyes narrow as he puts on 
his game face for the benefit of a camera 
lens. “I don’t want to smile (for the photo),” 
says Taylor, a rookie defensive end for the 
Dolphins, as an easy grin spreads across his 
face between shots. 

Although he has a reputation as a good 
guy on the team, the image he projects 
now is that of a warrior. At 6-6 and 250 
pounds, Taylor doesn’t fit the stereotype of 
an NFL lineman; he doesn’t have the 
payload rear end or the never-ending belly. 
His body type reminds you more of 
Herman Moore than Reggie White. 

It is Taylor’s power, speed and array of 
pass-rush moves that has the Dolphins so 
impressed. Although he suffered a broken 
right forearm in the middle of the season, 
he has still received extensive playing 


time, aiding in his development. Many 
feel he should add 20 or 25 pounds to 
battle the sumo wrestlers he faces and 
better withstand the rigors of a 16-game 
schedule. But Taylor differs. “If I’m out 
there kicking butt and writing down 
names, I don’t need to be 290,” he says. 


LAST YEAR'S PICK / Elvis Grbac: The third consecutive quarterback to be 
imported from San Francisco may be the one who takes the team the 
furthest. With Elvis shaking and baking, the Chiefs were 7-2 before he 
suffered a broken collarbone November 3. Now recovered from his injury, 
he's expected to play in Sunday's regular-season finale. 


Jason Taylor 


Taylor, 23, a third-round draft pick from 
Akron, is a world away from the icy field 
of a peripheral I-A football program. 
Playing for Jimmy Johnson under the 
palm trees, Taylor knows he has comé a 
long way in a year. “I spent my whole life 
in the snow and cold,” says Taylor, a Pitts- 
burgh native. “It doesn’t get any better 
than this.” —Albert Dickson 


University of Michigan 
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That’s all Professor 
Derrick Thomas 
needs to school 
‘offensive tackles in 
the art of rushing 
the passer 


By Luciana 
Chavez 


ith the Chiefs’ Derrick 

Thomas, the key to his 

pass rushing—either stop- 

ping him or watching 
him record a sack—is his first three 
steps, 

When Thomas, the 14th man in 
NFL history to record 100 career 
sacks and one of the league’s most 
feared pass rushers, rushes the quar- 
terback, he doesn’t commit inside or 
outside until he has taken those 
three steps. Before the snap, 
Thomas picks a spot where the 
offensive tackle is likely to stand his 
ground against him—usually about 
four yards behind the line of scrim- 
mage and one yard toward the 
quarterback. 

Between the line and that spot is 
the “free-run zone,” which is like 
Thomas’ office. It’s where he does 
his work. He's trying to cover those 
four yards with three steps. At that 
point, if he sees the guard picking 
up someone else at the line, that 
creates a lane for him to exploit 
inside. If the tackle shades inside, 
Thomas says it's all about acceler- 
ating around the tackle and the “old 
101,” as in Pass Rushing 101, taught 
by Professor D.T. himself. 

Thomas has the speed that allows 
him to keep his options open, and 
linemen can only guess what he'll 
do. At that point, he already has 
won half the battle. Guessing 
requires thinking, which requires 
time. You don’t have time to think 
with Thomas. The trick, then, is for 
the tackle to get his hands on 
Thomas sometime during those first 
three steps. Do that, and you have a 
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FALCON’S CREST: A typical Thomas pass rush begins and ends with speed. His ability to anticipate the snap is his 
most dangerous skill, so moving him up to the line of scrimmage takes better advantage of his strengths. 


decent shot at directing him away 
from the play. Fail to do it and 
you're looking at a woozy quarter- 
back reattaching his head. 

Thomas made eight trips to the 
Pro Bowl in his first eight seasons 
playing linebacker but became a 
pseudo member of the defensive 
line this year (and earned another 
Pro Bowl berth). He now plays the 


“Falcon” position, where he lines up 
right at the line of scrimmage. 
Defensive coordinator Gunther 
Cunningham moved him closer to 
the line to take advantage of his 
speed, anticipation and strength. 
Playing the Falcon gives Thomas 
the option of attacking from different 
alignments starting from either an 
upright position or a three-point 


stance. Depending on the offense, 
Thomas can go all-out to the quar- 
terback, grab any running backs 
crossing his path or chase anything 
going to the other side. 

Chiefs defensive line coach Bob 
Karmelowicz says the move hasn't 
changed Thomas’ philosophy about 
rushing the passer. Rather, Thomas’ 
responsibilities now are 90 percent 


The streak 


The Chiefs have not allowed a second-half 
touchdown in 10 consecutive games, an NFL record. 
Here is how each opponent fared in the second half 
of those games: 


DATE OPPONENT SCORING 
Oct.5 Miami* Field goal 
Oct.16 San Diego Field goal 
Oct.26 St. Louis Two field goals 
Nov.3 Pittsburgh Scoreless 
Nov.9  Jacksonville* Scoreless 
Nov.16 Denver Three field goals 
Nov. 23 Seattle Scoreless 
Nov.30 San Francisco Field goal 
Dec.7 Oaklandt Scoreless 
Dec.14 San Diego Scoreless 


sending a running back 
or tight end to assist the 
tackle. The rub is that 
teams can’t avoid weak- 
ening themselves in 
other areas when they 
try to neutralize 
Thomas. “You may do 
that,” Hanifan says, “but 
you don’t want to just 
put one guy on him if 
your guy can’t handle it. 
You put a tight end or 
running back out there 
to help and try to chip 
him. Trying to get a 
little piece of him can 
bother a pass rusher, so 


*Game lost by Kansas City. 
tRaiders were shut out, 30-0. 


in front of him, as opposed to 
maybe 60 percent in front and 40 
percent behind when he had to 
drop into coverage on tight ends or 
running backs. Being on the line 
means he’s closer to the action and 
better able to anticipate when plays 
will begin, making his charge into 
the backfield that much quicker. 

A typical Thomas pass rush 
begins and ends with speed. His 
ability to anticipate the snap is his 
most dangerous skill. The nano- 
second he gains by anticipating 
often means the difference between 
a sack or arriving at the quarterback 
after the release. Because pass 
blockers generally are backpedaling 
from a more upright position, 
Thomas tries to avoid their hands 
and arms in his face by coming 
around the corner low. Thomas has 
perfected another handy maneuver: 
He ducks under with his inside 
shoulder and sweeps the lineman’s 
hands out of the way before he can 
grab hold. From there, it’s a sprint to 
the quarterback, who often is facing 
away from him because Thomas 
usually comes from the right side of 
the defensive line, or the blind side 
of a -righthanded quarterback. 
That's when Thomas’ signature 
maneuver—a drive-killer and confi- 
dence-shaker—comes into play. He 
sacks and strips quarterbacks of the 
football better than anyone. 

So, he’s fast and strong and his 
reputation is enough to force tackles 
to study film non-stop the week 
before they play him. How do you 
stop Derrick Thomas? Rams offen- 
sive line coach Jim Hanifan says the 
prevailing consensus is to annoy 
him. Teams try to slow him by 


that’s:one way to help, 
but it’s not easy.” 
Teams also try 
varying snap counts to 
offset his anticipation of the snap, or 
run play action to get Thomas to 
commit to the run, the theory being 
that playing the run 
is the weakness in 
Thomas’ game. 
Denver has been 
the best at doing that 
recently, The Broncos 
are effective because 
they have two things 
going for them: a 
great left tackle 
(Gary Zimmerman) 
and a balanced of- 
fense. Thomas says 
Zimmerman, who has 
long limbs and great 
balance at 6-6 and 
294 pounds, gives 
him the most trouble 
when they square 
off. In fact, Thomas 
had only one sack in 
his five previous 
meetings with Denver 
before getting two 
November 16. Terrell 
Davis also makes it 
possible for Denver 
to run more often, 
keeping Thomas’ 
attention tuned to 
the running game. 5 
Even with all that going for them, 
Thomas licks his chops before 
facing the Broncos. Of Thomas’ 
1061 career sacks, John Elway has 
been on the receiving end 17 times. 
That's more than any other quarter- 
back. TSN 


Staff writer Luciana Chavez covers 
the Chiefs and Royals for THE 
SPORTING NEws. 
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Best defense : 


Somewhere between a Week 1 loss to Denver and the goose egg it 
posted against the Raiders two weeks ago, the Chiefs’ defense evolved into 
the most dominating in the NFL. 

If you saw what they had in their cupboard during preseason, you know 
how far they have come: six new starters, including four second-year 
players. No Derrick Thomas, who missed all of training camp, then played 
sparingly in the first two games before sitting out the next four. 

Management shuffled the roster in the offseason, cutting the leading 
tackler (safety Mark Collins) and allowing the best defensive lineman (Neil 
Smith) to leave in free agency. They took the chance that four second-year 
players—defensive end John Browning, linebacker Donnie Edwards and 
safeties Reggie Tongue and Jerome Woods—would fill the void. 

The leadership fell to cornerbacks James Hasty and Dale Carter, who 
held the defense together when teams were flinging it downfield with 
abandon against newcomers Woods and Tongue. Hasty, especially, has 
been rock-solid, shutting down nearly every receiver he has been assigned. 

Playing without Thomas forced this young defense to get its act together 
quickly. “They kept battling and battling,” defensive coordinator Gunther 
Cunningham says. “We tried to help the defensive line by blitzing)a little bit 
more early. Once they got their confidence, we pulled off the blitz a little 
more and let them play.” v 

Having Thomas play more like a small defensive end at the new “Falcon” 
position has changed the look of the defense. As the Falcon, Thomas lines 
up in different spots and creates one of the key speed mismatches that 
drive this defense. And with Edwards and Anthony Davis, the unit's most 
active players, the Chiefs have abundant speed at linebacker. 

Three sweet deals since June have strengthened the defense. Start in the 
secondary with nickel back Mark McMillian, a former Saint and Eagle 
signed in June who has retumed three of his team-high six interceptions for 
touchdowns. Free-agent pickup Dan Williams has provided consistent 
pressure from right end, leading the team with 9/2 sacks in a comeback 
year of sorts. Injuries had stalled his career in Denver, but he is showing 
why the Chiefs wanted to draft him in 
1993. Finally, strongside linebacker 
Wayne Simmons, a member of the 
Packers’ Super Bowl team last 
season, was acquired in early 
October and gives the Chiefs brute 
strength and a mauling force against 
tight ends and running backs. 

Role players such as Pellom 
McDaniels, who plays both end 
positions as well as the Falcon, and 
nose tackles Joe Phillips and Tom 
Barndt also have made key 
contributions. All three are part of a 
line rotation that keeps players fresh 
and the defense energized. 

“Their front line does a good job of 
tying up the guards and tackles and 
letting the linebackers make the 
plays,” 49ers guard Ray Brown says. 
“It.is tough to get to their 
linebackers and they are very quick. 
Having Wayne Simmons now just has 
added to their ability. | was 
impressed with them and how they 
handled our offense.” 

Two months and 10 games. That’s 
how long it has been since this 
defense watched an opponent dance 
in the end zone in the second half of 
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BRUTE STRENGTH: Former 
Packer Simmons was added to 
the defensive mix in October. 


a game, That 10-game streak is an 
NFL record. So if you're trying to 
make sense of the Chiefs’ success on 
defense and you're looking at the 


numbers, start with that stat. The ability to make adjustments at halftime is 
the most important skill they have developed as a group. 

“We must look like a bunch of mad dogs running around out there, like 
we don’t know what we’re doing,” Hasty says. 

But once in the locker room, this team is so relaxed. Despite the injuries, 
the question marks and constantly being forced to play in tight situations, 
the only pressure these players feel is from themselves. —Luciana Chavez 
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road for toads 


Warts and all, the Redskins, Jaguars and Patriots have 
profiles that can turn wild-card teams into playoff princes 


By Dan Pompei 


here are two ways to 

search for a would-be 

prince among the NFL's 

wild-card toads. Plant- 

ing your lips on random 

amphibians is one way. 
Examining which among them 
follow the pattern of previously 
successful wild-card entrants is the 
other. We have chosen the latter 
option. 

Wild-card teams that advance 
deep into the playoffs—teams such 
as the 1996 Jaguars, who sneaked 
in thanks to an unlikely missed field 
goal by Atlanta’s Morten Andersen 
and then stormed to the AFC cham- 
pionship game—almost without fail 
require a defense that forces 
turnovers. Playoff Cinderellas usu- 
ally ride the arm of a sizzling quar- 
terback. They know how to win on 
the road. They don’t get rattled by 
a deficit. They are relatively 
healthy—or at least have fresh 
players in all the right places. And 
they almost always call the AFC 
home. 

Besides the teams that are ex- 
pected to win in the playoffs—the 
49ers, Packers, Chiefs, Broncos, 
Steelers and Dolphins—the teams 
you would want to play least, 
based on the preceding criteria, 
are the Jaguars, Patriots and Red- 
skins. 

History says the team least likely 
to make a playoff run is Wash- 
ington, simply because it plays in 
the wrong conference. Since the 
NFL-AFL merger in 1970, 10 of 
16 wild-card teams that have ad- 
vanced to a conference champi- 
onship game have come out of the 


Since 1990, when the league 
added an extra round to the play- 
offs and started taking three wild- 
card teams in each conference, the 
three wild-card teams that have 
made it to a championship game 
all were in the AFC—the '92 Bills, 
the ’95 Colts and the Jaguars last 
season. Four wild-card teams have 
made it to the Super Bowl—the ’75 
Cowboys, the '80 Raiders, the ’85 
Patriots and the ’92 Bills. Only the 
Cowboys came out of the NFC. 

The only explanation for this phe- 
nomenon is the NFC usually seems 
to be more top-heavy, as it is this 
year with the 49ers and Packers. 
The AFC hasn’t had dominant 
teams often, so the chances of win- 
ning with a lesser team have been 
enhanced. 
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HEY, IT COULD HAPPEN: /f the Redskins, Patriots and Jaguars are to make 


strong playoff runs, they will need big contributions from (clockwise from 


top) Hostetler, Bledsoe and Means. 


JACKSONVILLE: 
Brunell’s the man 


laying the role of the 1996 
Jaguars could be the ‘97 
Jaguars, who have a blue- 
print to follow. Last season, 
they beat the Bills and Broncos on 
the road before losing to the Patriots 
in the AFC championship game. But 
the Jaguars don’t have the same feel 
of a year ago. 
“We went into the playoffs hot 
last year,” Jaguars running back Na- 
trone Means says. “We finished up 


the season with fire and intensity, . 
and we don’t have that right now. ... - 


We don’t have the momentum, but 
that doesn’t mean we don’t have the 
personnel.” 

A wild-card team must convince 
itself it can succeed in the face of 
long odds. “If you look at what we 
did two years ago in the playoffs 
and what Jacksonville did last year, 
you can’t discount chemistry,” says 
Colts QB Jim Harbaugh, who led his 
wild-card team to within.a play of 
the Super Bowl two years ago. “It 
isn’t something you can pin down 
on a stat sheet, but a team believing 
in itself counts for something.” 

A concern about the Jaguars is 
they have given only slight indica- 


tion they can win on the road, 
where they have beaten only the 
Ravens, Oilers and Bills. They also 
appear to have lost their capacity 
for the comeback. The Jaguars’ only 
come-from-behind win of note was 
against the Ravens in the season 
opener. And the quarterback who 
brought the Jaguars back was Rob 
Johnson, not Mark Brunell, who was 
injured then. Last season, the 
Jaguars had six come-from-behind 
wins, including the playoffs. 

Sooner or later, a wild-card team 
will have to win a game after 
trailing. The ’92 Bills, for instance, 
needed the greatest comeback in 
NFL history to make it to the Super 
Bowl as a wild-card team. They beat 
the Oilers, 41-38, in the first round 
after trailing, 35-3. 

Still, Brunell is the main reason 
the Jaguars can’t be discounted. He 
seems to be coming on at the right 
time, and he’s one of those players 
whose ability to improvise can’t be 
defensed in a game plan. 

“He’s such a weapon,” Patriots 
vice president of player personnel 
Bobby Grier says. “He’s one of the 
most accurate deep throwers, and 
his ability to scramble makes you 
play him honest. If you let him 
scramble, he'll absolutely kill you.” 
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Complementing Brunell is one of 
the league’s better offensive lines. 
Tackles Tony Boselli and Leon 
Searcy can, by themselves, take al- 
most any defensive ends out of the 
game, so going against a pair such 
as Alfred Williams and Neil Smith of 
the Broncos wouldn’t force the 
Jaguars to compromise their offense 
like it would some teams. 

The Jaguars have lost three de- 
fensive tackles to injury, but they 
still can rush the passer with ends 
Clyde Simmons, Jeff Lageman and 
Tony Brackens, and active rookie 
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tackles Renaldo. Wynn and Seth , 


Payne. But will their pass rush be ef- 
fective enough to compensate for 
their lack of speed at cornerback? 


NEW ENGLAND: 
Driven by defense 


rew Bledsoe, the Patriots’ 
quarterback, isn’t as feared 
as Brunell. But he has the 
ability to bomb defenses to 
smithereens. Bledsoe has a big arm, 
the Patriots probably have the 
fastest trio of receivers in Terry 
Glenn (who is recovering from a 
hamstring injury), Shawn Jefferson 
and Vincent Brisby, and offensive 
coordinator Larry Kennan likes to 


stretch the field. A few deep 
balls at the right moments can 
win most games. 

A greater chance exists the 
team will be driven by its de- 
fense, which has produced 29 


takeaways. With players such as 
lineman Henry Thomas, line- 
backers Willie McGinest and 
Chris Slade and safety Willie 
Clay, and game plans that run 
the gamut from conservative to 3 


crazed, the defense has a knack 
for forcing mistakes. 


“They have the enthusiasm 

we've lacked,” Jacksonville’s 

Means says. “They could be- | 

come a dangerous team.” e 
The Patriots are no sure bet, 

however. They have been 

outscored, 184-144, after half- 

time, and their record is 1-5 


when their opponent scores first. 


WASHINGTON: 
Playoff-tested Hoss 


hough some teams have 

seen their playoff hopes 

dashed because their 

starting quarterback is 
hurt, the Redskins are intriguing 
because their starter is out. Gus 
Frerotte’s absence could spur 
the team because replacement 
Jeff Hostetler has a 50-32 
record as a starter and is playoff 
tested. In 1990, when Phil 
Simms got hurt, he took over the 
Giants with two games re- 
maining in the regular season 
and led them to a Super Bowl 
title. He’s one of only five active 
players to have quarterbacked a 
Super Bowl winner. The others 
are Brett Favre, Troy Aikman, 
Steve Young and Mark Rypien. 

The defense is soft up front, 
but it is unmatched in its 
capacity to neutralize two great 
receivers with man-to-man 
defense. No team has a better 
pair of cover corners than the 
Redskins with Darrell Green and 
Cris Dishman. For that reason, 
the ‘Skins could match up better 
against, say, Green Bay’s Robert 
Brooks and Antonio Freeman 
nen one aaa 
e Redskins’ Saturday loss to \ 

the aus FARE MLB Players Choice products are as hot as all your Favorite players. 
Sn etaretee thie ue Plus, they're a lot easier to carry around. Start your collection of 
Cowboys this season. They'll MLB PLAYERS CHOICE products like electronic games, trading cards, 


have to win another big game i ; H 
Sanday aahorie amine thes: pennants, action figures, caps and lots of other official stuff at the 


gles and then hope for help from very best retailers everywhere. Visit our web-site at www.bigleaguers.com 
others to make the playoffs. 
Even for a dark horse, the 
Redskins have a lot of ground to 
make up. But not as much as the 
Jaguars a year ago. TSN 


Senior writer Dan Pompei 
covers the NFL for THE SPORTING 
NEws. 
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Uneasy rests the alliance 
of Johnson, Marino 


ROOM FOR TWO VIEWS? There is some doubt whether Johnson and Marino can co-exist in Miami. 
o precarious is the union between Dolphins coach Jimmy 


Johnson and quarterback Dan Marino that every game, every 
series, every throw, really, forces a re-evaluation of their 


future together. 

So some might expect that Marino's 
locker is being cleaned out after last Sunday, 
when he fumbled twice, had his second-lowest 
passing yardage game in the NFL and watched 
most of the second half of a 41-0 loss to the Colts 
from the bench. 

But actually, if Marino and the Dolphins can 
beat the Patriots Monday and claim the final 
playoff berth in the AFC, and then advance in the 
playoffs, the path should be cleared 
for Marino to return to the Dolphins. 
Marvin Demoff, Marino's agent, now 
says it is his “gut feeling” Marino will 
remain with the Dolphins next year, 
and he won't even discount the possi- 
bility of Marino taking a pay cut from 
his $5 million 1998 salary. Demoff 
says Marino’s willingness to renego- 
tiate to provide salary-cap relief would 
depend on the circumstances. 

“Dan is totally focused on trying to 
get to the playoffs and see how far 
they can go,” Demoff says. “Anything 
between he and Jimmy personally is 
on the back burner until the season is 
over. But Dan respects Jimmy’s desire 
to win and his ability to lead a team 
and an organization.” 
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At one point, it seemed as if the only way 
Marino would work in south Florida next season 
was as a mortgage salesman. The thinking was 
Johnson would take more satisfaction in winning 
without an icon, and Marino's pride would 
convince him it would be better to be retired than 
disrespected. 

Ask Johnson about his relationship with Marino 
and you'll get the same kind of terse response 
you would have gotten had you asked him about 
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Harbaugh packing? 


With the Colts in position for one of the top two picks in the draft and a 
shot at Ryan Leaf or Peyton Manning, quarterback Jim Harbaugh’s days in 
Indianapolis are dwindling. 

“If | were the Colts, I’d probably go with one of the young 
quarterbacks,” Harbaugh says. “It’s tough to pass that up. They probably 
aren't going to pay me what my contract calls for. Quite probably I'll be 
somewhere else next year.” 

One reason Harbaugh figures to be gone is that his contract will count ~ 
$3.75 million against the cap if the Colts retain him. He probably would be 
a popular free agent, however. Harbaugh, who will turn 34 December 23, 
thinks he can play for quite a while, and he says he isn’t opposed to being 
a backup. Among the teams in the market for a quarterback will be the 
Saints, and the idea of Harbaugh being reunited with coach Mike Ditka 
isn’t farfetched at all. 


Jerry Jones in 1993. Johnson refused to be inter- 
viewed for this column. If everything was hunky- 
dory, wouldn't it be easy just to say so? A simple 
“I want Dan to be the quarterback of this team 
next year” would suffice. But all Johnson has said 
is Marino is the quarterback for now. So there still 
is healing to be done. 

The sore was opened when Johnson admitted 
that he considered benching Marino in the season 
opener against the Colts. In the months that 
followed, Johnson often was grudging in his 
praise, both publicly and in front of the team. He 
sometimes mentioned Marino’s performance as 
an afterthought, or subtly shifted blame to the 
quarterback. But after the Dolphins’ two most 
recent victories, Johnson seemed more 
appreciative. 

Why has their relationship been up and down? 
There hasn't been any hostility between them. 
But according to sources close to the situation, 
Johnson is uneasy with Marino because Marino is 
the only deer in south Florida with bigger antlers 
than his own. When Johnson made his statement 
about benching Marino, the public backlash was 
overwhelming—threatening, almost. 

Johnson laid out an ambitious rebuilding plan 
for the Dolphins. He promised a Super Bowl by 
his third year (1998) with the team. If the 
Dolphins appear to have no chance of fulfilling 
his prophecy, it has to be somebody’s fault—his or 
Marino's. 

And so the case against Marino is made: He 
isn't mobile enough in the face of defenses that 
are more aggressive than ever. He’s 36 and 
susceptible to injury. He wants to throw more 
than Johnson is comfortable with. 

Though elements of truth may exist in each of 
the criticisms, the sum of them still doesn’t come 
close to offsetting Marino’s positives. He can 
afford not to be mobile because he knows when 
to audible out of a play that could be trouble- 
some. His release remains the quickest in the NFL 
and he senses pressure and knows how to side- 
step it. Furthermore, Marino sees the field as well 
as any quarterback and throws with finger- 
numbing zip. 

There aren't more than three quarterbacks in 
the NFL—Brett Favre, Steve Young and John 
Elway—who are clearly better. Marino knows it, 
and has to get over the fact that Johnson appar- 
ently doesn’t. Marino, remember, is accustomed 
to having the run of the house. Don Shula gave 
Marino control—over the team, the offense and, 
most important, Marino's own future. 

Marino was hurt when Johnson said 
he would consider replacing him. He 
was angered when Miami Herald 
reporter Armando Salguero wrote that 
he thought Marino wouldn’t be back 
next year. He has been disappointed 
when he has had to ask for a day off 
from practice instead of having the 
suggestion come from Johnson. 

Marino has given the Dolphins 15 
years of Hall of Fame play. He even 
renegotiated his contract this year to 
give the Dolphins more cap room. Now 
he would like a little respect in return. 
With a strong finish, he should get it. 

Senior writer Dan Pompei covers the 
NFL for THE SPORTING NEWS. E-mail 


him at pompei@sportingnews.com. 
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Playoff watch 


Heading into the final week of the regular 
season, eight of the 12 playoff spots have been 
filled. The Giants, Buccaneers and Jaguars 


Out on 


F: Wb baste) 


Fearless TSN predictions 


clinched berths in Week 16 while the Eagles, @ It won't happen 
Panthers, Cowboys and Falcons were eliminated. this season and 
Here’s how it breaks down by division: maybe not even next 
AFC East: If the Jets win at Detroit on Sunday, season, but the 
they're in. If they lose, they're out. A Jets win Redskins’ starting 
makes Monday's game between the Dolphins and receivers eventually 
Patriots a winner-goes-to-the-playoffs contest. All will be Albert Connell 
three are 9-6, with the tiebreakers in this order: and James Thrash. 


Patriots, Dolphins, Jets. There is no chance all 
three will make it. 


They have size, speed 
and a desire that is 
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Everybody seems to think former 49ers coach George Seifert 
is headed for the Seahawks job. But don’t dismiss the possibility 
of Seifert landing with the Raiders. Even though Oakland is 
where coaches go to die, Seifert is attracted to the job because it 
would allow him to remain in the Bay area and keep his family 


happy. 


If a group headed by former Browns quarterback Bernie Kosar 
is granted the Cleveland expansion franchise, word is Kosar will 
lure Don Shula out of retirement to be his coach for the short term. 
Shula will hire son David Shula as one of his assistants, and the 
younger Shula will be set up to take over for his father. 

On the subject of recycling, other former head coaches who 
could be candidates to fill vacancies after this season include Wade 
Phillips, Jim Mora, Joe Gibbs, Lou Holtz and Art Shell. The reason so 
many former head coaches keep drawing interest is there aren't 
many established coordinators left who have yet to be head 


coaches, Only Packers offen- 
sive coordinator Sherm Lewis 
is assured of drawing wide- 
spread interest. 

‘Tis the season for players 
to start cashing in on perfor- 
mance-based incentive clauses. 
A sampling: 

@ Chargers running back 
Gary Brown earned an addi- 


AFC Central: The Steelers and Jaguars are in, going to make it 
and Pittsburgh holds a one-game lead for the di- impossible to keep 
vision crown. The Steelers would have to lose to them off the field. 
the Oilers by 65 points and the Jaguars beat 
Oakland for Jacksonville to prevail in the division. § Despite leading the 

AFC West: A Broncos loss to the 49ers last Rams in sacks this 
Monday would have clinched the playoff home- season, defensive 
field advantage for the Chiefs. Kansas City can end Leslie 0’Neal— 
also earn the No. 1 seed by beating New Orleans. and his scheduled 

NFC East: The Giants are in, and the Redskins $2.5 million base 
can join them by beating the Eagles, provided salary—won’t be 
they get help. That help? A loss or tie by either back next season. 
the Lions or Vikings, each of whom is 8-7. 

NFC Central: The Packers and Bucs are in, and @ The Colts will put 
the Lions and Vikings will join them even if they forth a strong effort 
lose, provided Washington loses. (A Vikings loss in their regular- 
would also get the Lions in). The Vikings host the season finale at 
Colts; the Lions host the playoff-desperate Jets. Minnesota, but it’s 

NFC West: The 49ers will be the only West doubtful a strong 
team in the playoffs, but that’s not surprising. finish can save the 
They were the only one in 1993 and ’94—and jobs of coach Lindy 
advanced to the NFC championship game each Infante and his staff. 
time. The 49ers would have to lose their final 
two games not to earn home-field advantage. 

Power Poll 
Rk. Team W-L-T Streak Comment 
1. Green Bay 12-3-0 W4 Packers are picking up steam at the right time. 
2. Kansas City 2-3-0 WS5_ Itsanice dilemma, yet touchy: Grbac or Gannon? 
3. San Francisco 12-2-0 Wi Rice won'trisk injury on Kingdome turf this Sunday. 
4, Pittsburgh  11-4-0 W3 Meet Captain Comeback, the QB formerly known as Slash. 
5. Denver 11-3-0 L1 — Atone point, we all thought Denver would be coasting by now, 
6, Jacksonville 10-5-0 W1 Jags have better record than last year but less momentum. 
7. N.Y. Giants 9-5-1 W2  Winat Dallas would make East titists undefeated in division. 
8. NewEngland 9-6-0 1  ElNino? Pats’ natural disaster was El Foldo against Steelers. 
9. N.Y. Jets 9-6-0 - W1 Otis, on pick retums for TDs: “That's my game. What's yours?” 

10. Tampa Bay 9-6-0 L2 Lucky Pro Bowl voting was conducted before Jets game. 

11. Miami 9-6-0 11 Marino isn't doing much to enhance his job security. 

12. Detroit 8-7-0 W1  Adguy named Fontes used to coach Lions to late wild-card runs. 

13. Minnesota 8-7-0 L5 Reeling Vikings still control their playoff destiny. 

14, Washington 7-7-1 1 Redskins’ playoff hopes are hanging by a thread. 

15. Tennessee 7-8-0 12 Loss to Pittsburgh would make Oilers 1-7 vs. AFC Central. 

16. Atlanta 7-8-0 W5 The Falcons have longest winning streak in NFC. 

17. Seattle 7-8-0 W1_ Kitna sliced up Raiders, but this week he faces a pro team. 

18. Carolina 7-8-0 11 — Collins should be glad days of tar-and-feathering are over. 


19. Cincinnati 6-9-0 W2 
20. Philadelphia 6-8-1 L2 
21. Dallas 6-9-0 14 
22. Buffalo 6-9-0 12 
23. Baltimore 6-8-1 W2 
24, New Orleans 6-9-0 Wi 


Something old (Boomer), something new (Dillon). 

Bounced from the playoffs by Atlanta. How embarrassing. 
How long till the bootlegger’s boy gets the boot? 

Loss in Green Bay would produce Bills’ worst record since '86. 
Ravens leave Memorial Stadium, for good, on an up note. 
Hobert must at least be skimming the Saints’ playbook. 


25. Chicago 4-11-0 W2 Bears win ugly over the Rams, but it beats losing ugly. 

26. Indianapolis 3-12-0 W2_ fyoucan'tbe good, then beat the teams that are. 

27. St.Louis 4-11-0 L1 Avword to the wise, Tony: Don't tune in those call-in shows. 
28. San Diego 4-11-0 L7 Doesany NFL team have a greater dearth of talent? 

29. Oakland 4-11-0 14 “Team of the Decades” has become Team Debacle. 

30. Arizona 3-12-0 L3 The end to this nightmare is in sight. 

Through Sunday's games. 


. _TSN's Power Poll is produced by TSN editors and writers. 


tional $100,000 last Sunday 
when he passed 900 rushing 
yards for the season. He will 
earn another $200,000 if he 
rushes for 82 yards Sunday 
against the Broncos to reach 
the 1,000-yard plateau. 


= 
E 
2 
A 
g 
c=] 
3 
ial 
5 
3 
z 


BAY WATCH: Speculation has 
Seifert headed to Seattle, but he 

Patriots defensive tackle Could wind up with the Raiders 
Henry Thomas will earn TT TE 
$100,000 with his next half a sack, when he reaches 71. He will 
continue to earn $100,000 for every half sack up to 12. The catch 
is, Thomas may never see the money because it will come in the 
form of a 1998 roster bonus. 

@ Vikings quarterback Randall Cunningham earns $25,000 for 
each game he starts, plays half the snaps and wins, and $15,000 
for each game he starts, plays half the snaps and loses. So far, he 
has made $30,000. 

®@ Chiefs quarterback Rich Gannon earns $15,000 for every 
start. So far, that’s $90,000. 

@ Steelers running back Jerome Bettis will make $50,000 for 
each playoff game he plays in. —Dan Pompei 
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Breakdown 


@ Kordell Stewart is the first 
quarterback in NFL history to pass 
for 20 touchdowns and run for 10 


in the same season. 


@ The Bengals have scored 30 


or more points in 
four straight games 
for the first time, 

@ Morten Andersen 
(374) passed Jan 
Stenerud (373) for 
third place on the 
NFL’ all-time field 
goals list. 

@ It took the Cow- 
boys 891 minutes 
and 9 seconds to 
complete a touchdown 
pass to a tight end 
this season, It took 
them 2 minutes, 24 
seconds to complete 
the second. 

@ Ken Dilger be- 
came the first Colts 
tight end in 40 years 
to catch three TD 
passes in a game. 


Hall of Famer John Mackey never 


did it. 


@ The Vikings started four 
rookies on defense for the first time 


in team history. 


@ Rams kicker Jeff Wilkins has 
missed his last six field-goal at- 
tempts of 40 yards or longer. 

@ Barry Sanders was stopped for 
no gain or a loss nine times by 
Minnesota but gained a combined 


Panthers rookie Fred Lane has battered the 
Cowboys for 138 rushing yards, the Raiders for 
147 and the Packers for 119 this season. Which 
goes to prove that you don’t have to be a Heisman 
Trophy candidate or an All-American to succeed in 
the NFL. You don’t even have to attend a big-name 
school or get drafted. Lane didn’t and wasn’t. 

The NFL is the ultimate equal opportunity em- 
ployer—if you can play, you will. Lane made the 
Panthers’ roster last summer as a free agent and 
now is their starting tailback. 

Every year there are jewels to be uncovered 
from small schools in the later rounds of drafts and 
as free agents, such as '97 Pro Bowl picks Blaine 
Bishop, Ben Coates, John Randle and Jessie 
Tuggle. When given a chance to compete, they do. 


Here are the top 10 
“sleepers,” mostly from 
small colleges, to watch 
for in 1998: 

1. Roosevelt 
Blackmon, CB, Morris 
Brown, 6-0, 180. Good 
feet, vision, reactions and 
ball skills, 

2. Mikhael Ricks, TE, 


94 yards on two other carries. 

@ The Oilers are 0-6 this season 
when their opponent scores first. 

Bf Dan Marino’s two worst passing 
games—67 and 71 yards—both 


have come against the Colts. 


ALOT OF LEG: Andersen 
kicked his first NFL field 
goal 15 years ago. 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


B® A crowd of 41,231 was the’ 


Bills’ smallest at Rich 
Stadium in a non- 
strike game since 
1985. 

@ Leon Johnson is 
the first Jet to return 
a punt and a kickoff 
for touchdowns in 
the same season. 

@ The Chargers’ 
seven-game losing 
streak is their longest 
since an eight-game 
skid in 1986. 

@ The Jets’ Otis 
Smith became the 
20th player in league 
history to return two 
interceptions for 
touchdowns in the 
same game. 

@ Defensive end 
Eric Curry, a first- 


round draft pick of the Bucs in 


1993, and defensive tackle Marcus 


Jones, a first-round pick in 1996, 
each has one tackle this season. 


@ The Packers have won three 


Stephen F. Austin, 6-5, 
223. Moved from tight 
end to wide receiver in 
1997. H-back candidate. 
3. Quincy Coleman, 
CB, Jackson State, 
5-10, 183. Best corner- 
back in a conference that 
has produced Albert 
Lewis, Aeneas Williams 


Claude Mathis 


straight road games by a combined 
score of 75-27. 

@ The Cowboys’ three best of- 
fensive performances this season 
have been for 428, 402 and 386 
yards. They lost every time. 
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and Ashley Ambrose. 

4. Trey Sartin, T, Lib- 
erty, 6-8, 305. Long 
body and long arms give 
him a chance as a pass 
blocker. Michigan State 
transfer. 

5, Cyron Brown, DE, 
Western Illinois, 6-4, 
250. Speed rusher with 


J Game With — 
2] James Lofton 
The playoff experience 


From September 3, 1978, through January 3, 1994, I lived my 
childhood dream: I played in the NFL. All told, I played in 232 
regular-season games, eight Pro Bowls and way too many exhibition 
games. I can remember some of the games, but not many. 

I also played in 12 playoff games, including three Super Bowls—in 
1991, 92 and '93. Those are a different story. I can tell you what the 
temperature was at game time, which way the wind was blowing, if it 
was cloudy or sunny, what the field conditions were, and who tried to 
cover me. For all 12 games. I still can feel the roar of the home crowd, 
wild and frenzied at Rich Stadium and Lambeau Field. Road playoff 
games took me to Texas Stadium, Cleveland’s Dawg Pound, Miami's Joe 
Robbie Stadium and Pittsburgh's Three Rivers Stadium. Years later, I 

. still can remember what plays the games turned on, even what our 
game plan was going in. 

But it’s not the added media attention, or the extra money earned 
for postseason play, or the bright lights of commercial success that 
sustain my memory. It is the finality of the games: Lose, and you go 
home. Because of that finality, each block, each tackle and each 
penalty take on added weight. Mistakes are magnified. 

When most fans recall great plays and great players of the past, 
those memories usually stem from playoff games. Some performances 
are anointed legend-like status: “The Catch.” “The Drive.” “The 
Fumble.” “The Immaculate Reception.” Nearly four decades later, the 
Colts’ 23-17 overtime win against the Giants in the 1958 NFL 
championship game remains a classic. 

Next week 12 teams will start the 1997 postseason process. Only 
one team will win, and I don’t know which team that will be. But I do 
know the players on the other 11 teams will have a lot of time to think 
about what went wrong. And something will happen in these games 
that we likely will remember for a long time. 

James Lofton of NBC is a weekly contributor to THE SPORTING NEWS. 


watch 


11 sacks last season. 


Illinois transfer. PHILADELPHIA AT WASHINGTON, 1 ET, FOX: This 

6. Lloyd Lee, SS, game means everything to the Redskins and 
Dartmouth, 6-2, 210. nothing to the Eagles, whose loss at Atlanta 
Run supporter with 4.49 Officially eliminated them from the playoff picture. 
speed. Despite losing what amounted to the NFC East 


championship game to the Giants last weekend, 
the Redskins still can get into the playoffs as a 


7. Hurley Tarver, CB, = 
Central Oklahoma, 5-11, : 
178.Notaburnerbuta =: 
solid run support corner. 


i Vikings lose, By the way, don’t be surprised if 
8. Claude Mathis, RB, : 


wild card if they beat the Eagles and the Lions or 


Norv Turner’s job is in jeopardy if the Redskins fail 


Southwest Texas State, : to make the playoffs. 

5-10, 210.A tough inside : N.Y. JETS AT DETROIT, 4 ET, NBC: Thanks to the 

runner. : balance (some would call it parity) of the AFC East 
9. Pat Palmer, WR, and NFC Central, the Jets and Lions both enter 

Northwestern (La.) this game in control of their playoff destiny. Of 


State, 6-1, 170. Set 
school record with 99 
career catches, averaging 
22.5 yards. 

10. Derrick (Bo) 
Lewis, CB, Jackson 
State, 5-11, 183. Four- 
year starter with more 
power, but less speed, 
than Coleman. 

—Rick Gosselin 


course, even if both teams were non-contenders, 
Barry Sanders’ pursuit of 2,000 yards rushing (he 
needs 131) would make this game worth 
watching. 
NEW ENGLAND AT MIAMI, 9 ET, ABC (MONDAY): 

: The NFL (and ABC) couldn’t have asked for a 

: /better game to close out the regular season. The 
AFC East is still undecided, and this game will 
decide it. The winner will capture the division 
crown, while the loser (depending on what the 
Jets do) may not make the playoffs. 
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Tampa Bay 
N.Y, Jets . 
First Quarter NYJ—FG, Hall 32, 13:55. 
Second Quarter NYJ—Smith 45 interception 
return (Hall kick), 3:55. NYJ—Smith 51 inter- 
ception return (Hall kick), 8:41, 
Third Quarter NYJ—L. Johnson 101 kickoff 
return (Hall kick), :17. NYJ—Murrell 7 run (Hall 
Kick), 4:04. 

A—60,122 


TB. NYS 
First Downs * 6 14 
Rushes-Yards 25-90 43-122 
Passing 2 112 
Punt Returns 4-40 4-45 
Kickoff Returns 5-97 1-101 
Interception Returns 1-5 2-96 
Comp-Att-Int 3-22-2  14-22-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-25 0-0 
Punts 10-37 6-37 
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 3-28 5-45 


Time of Possession 22:29 37:31 


RUSHING—Tampa at 
Dilfer 1-0. New York, Murrell 26-73, Sowell bia 
35, O'Donnell 4-(minus 2), Lucas 2-10, 
Anderson 2-3, Neal 1-3, L. Johnson 1-0. 
PASSING—Tampa Bay, Dilfer 2-15-2-38, Walsh 
1-7-0-8, New York, O'Donnell 14-22-1-112. 
RECEIVING—Tampa Bay, Dunn 1-22, Davis 1- 
16, Copeland 1-8. New York, K. Johnson 3-22, 
Baxter 2-26, Graham 2-20, Van Dyke 1-18, L. 
Johnson 1-12, Sowell 1-8, Murrell 1-3, Brady 
1-3, Neal 1-1, Anderson Le 1), MISSED 
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS—Tampa Bay, Husted 
51. INTERCEPTIONS—Tampa Bay, arker 1-5. 
New York, Smith 2-96. KICKOFF RETURNS— 
Tampa Bay, Anthony 5-97. New York, L. 
Johnson 1-101. PUNT RETURNS—Tampa Bay, 
Williams 4-40, New York, L. Johnson 4-45. 
SACKS—New York, Ferguson 1, Terry 1, Farrior 
', Lewis 2, 


Jaguars 20, Bits 14 


Jacksonville ...7 7 3 3 20 
Buffalo . 03011 14 
First Quarter Jac.—Brunell 13 run (Hollis 


kick), 4:50, 
Second Quarter Jac.—Means 2 run (Hollis 
kick), 2:10. Buf—FG, Christie 38, 14:58, 
Third Quarter Jac.—FG, Hollis 19, 5:19. 
Fourth Quarter Buf_—FG, Christie 31, :52. 
Buf.—A. Smith 1 run (Moulds pass from Van 
Pelt), 6:57. Jac.—FG, Hollis 47, 10:42. 
A—41,231 


Jac. Buf. 
First Downs 20. 24 
Rushes-Yards 31-91 33-143 
Passing 297 192 
Punt Returns 1-13 1-4 
Kickoff Returns 4-82 Pua 
Interception Returns 1-15 
Comp-Att-Int 24-32-1 ie 1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-20 2-18 
Punts 4-39 4-38 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 3-2 
Penalties-Yards 3-35 0-0 


Time of Possession 31:33 28:27 


Inpivinuat Stansncs: 
RUSHING—Jacksonville, Means 22-74, Stewart 
5-7, Brunell 4-10. Buffalo, A. Smith 15-70, 
Holmes 8-35, Thomas 8-30, Collins 2-8. 
PASSING—Jacksonville, Brunell 24~ 
Buffalo, Collins 13-26-0-107, Van Pelt 4 
103, RECEIVING—Jacksonville, McCardell 6- 
94, Means 4-52, Mitchell 3-44, Jackson 3-24, 
Stewart 3-17, Smith 2-51, Jones 2-27, Hallock 
1-8. Buffalo, Moulds 6-80, Early 4-65, Johnson 
3-30, Thomas 2-13, Reed 1-8, Holmes 1-6, 
Riemersma 1-6, A. Smith 1-2. MISSED FIELD 


Week1 Week 2 Week3 Week 4 


HELLO, AGAIN 


Last Saturday, Redskins quarterback Jeff Hostetler lost to the Giants, the team he led to victory 
in Super Bowl XXV. Here are-the passing numbers (as starters and backups) of Super Bow!-win- 
ning quarterbacks against their Super Bowl teams later in their careers: 


Quarterhack 
team 


Giants 


Jeff Hostetler 
Jim McMahon 


Joe Montana 


*Took more snaps than 
Johnny Unitas in Super 
Bowl V but did not start. 


GOAL ATTEMPTS—None. INTERCEPTIONS— 
Jacksonville, Figures 1-15. Buffalo, Irvin 1-28. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Jacksonvilie, Logan 2-55, 
Barlow 1-21, Hallock 1-6. Buffalo, Moulds 2- 
89, Galloway 2-30, Coons 1-12. PUNT 
RETURNS—Jacksonville, Barlow 1-13, Buffalo, 
Tasker 1-1. SACKS—Jacksonville, Robinson 1, 
‘Schwartz 2, Boyer 1. Buffalo, Jones 1, Paup 
1 


Lions 14, Vikings 13 
Detroit 0707 14 
Minnesota ......7 6 0 0 13 
First Quarter Min.—R. Smith 22 run (Murray 
kick), 10:38, 
Second Quarter Det—Schlesinger 1 pass 
from Mitchell (Hanson kick), :38. Min—FG, 
Murray 21, 4:52. Min.—FG, Murray 28, 12:34. 
Fourth Quarter Det—Moore 1 pass from 
Mitchell (Hanson kick), 14:57. 


A—60,982 

Det. Min, 
First Downs 21 13 
Rushes-Yards 27-148 37-214 
Passing 242 43 
Punt Retums 4-52 2-31 
Kickoff Returns 3-82 3-34 
Interception Returns 0-0 1-18 
Comp-Att-Int 24-39-1 9-8-0 


Super Bowl Opposed Super 


Bowl team with 
Raiders, Redskins 
Vikings,’ Packers 


“Denver, 55-10 
Buffalo, 37-24 


Dallas, 16-13 


BEAR FACT: McMahon 
went 3-0 vs. Chicago 
after leading the team 
to a Super Bow! title. 


Sacked-Yards Lost 3-24 2-34 
Punts 


Fumbles-Lost 1-0 2-0 
Penalties-Yards 7-44 4-31 
Time of Possession 28:55 31:05 
InpmipuaL Stanstics 

RUSHING—Detroit, Sanders 19-138, Mitchell 
3-7, Vardell 2-0, Rivers 2-(minus 1), Morton 1- 
4, Minnesota, R. Smith 20-101, Cunningham 
6-71, Evans 6-20, Hoard 3-15, Palmer 2-7. 

PASSING—Detroit, Mitchell 23-38-1-255, 
Reich 1-1-0-11. Minnesota, Cunningham 9- 
18-0-77. RECEIVING—Detroit, Morton 8-95, 
Moore 6-65, Sanders 5-37, Vardell 2-36, T. 
Boyd 2-32, Schlesinger 1-1. Minnesota, Palmer 
3-11, R. Smith 2-20, Reed 2-19, Glover 1-19, 
Carter 1-8. MISSED FELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— 
Detroit, Hanson 50, 38. Minnesota, Murray 37. 
INTERCEPTIONS—Minnesota, E. McDaniel 1- 
18. KICKOFF RETURNS—Detroit, Milburn 3-82. 
Minnesota, Palmer 3-34. PUNT RETURNS— 
Detroit, Milburn 4-52. Minnesota, Palmer 2-31. 
SACKS—Detroit, Jeffries 1, Balley 1. 
Minnesota, Randle 3. 


Bencats 31, Cowpoys 24 
Dallas .. 
Cincinnati 


First Quarter Dal —FG, Cunningham 23, 5:14. 
Dal.—S, Williams 3 run (Cunningham kick), 


G Com. Att. Yds. TDs INT Record 


5 
1 
0 
1 
2 
8 


13:52. 
Second Quarter Cin.—F6, Pelfrey 42, 5:08. 
Cin.—Bieniemy 20 run (Pelfrey kick), 11:48. 
Cin.—Scott 48 pass from Esiason (Pelfrey 
Kick), 14:35. 
Third Quarter Cin.—Dilion 14 run (Pelfrey 
kick), 8:32. Cin.—Dunn 32 pass from Esiason 
(Pelfrey kick), 12:26. 
Fourth Quarter Dal—LaFleur 13 pass from 
Aikman (Cunningham kick), 6:09. Dal — 
LaFleur 12 pass from Aikman (Cunningham 
Kick), 8:33. 
A—60,043 
Dal. Cin. 
First Downs 29 
Rushes-Yards 


Kickoff Returns 
Interception Returns 


Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 

InpmipuaL Stansncs 
RUSHING—Dallas, S. Williams 16-53, E. Smith 
12-68, Miller 1-6, Walker 1-2, Aikman 


37:57 22:03 


TSN SCOREBOARD 


Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 Week 13 Week 14 Week 15 Week 16 


Week5 Week6 Week7 Week 8 Week 9 


1-(minus 1). Cincinnati, Dillon 26-127, Carter 
3-2, Bieniemy 2-28. PASSING—Dallas, Aikman 
28-53-2-285, Cincinnati, Esiason 13-25-1- 
269. RECEIVING—Dallas, Irvin 9-117, Miller 9- 
93, S. Williams 6-44, LaFleur 3-29, Walker 1-2. 
Cincinnati, Scott 4-112, Hundon 2-75, Dunn 2- 
45, Bieniemy 2-27, Dillon 2-7, Carter 1-3. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS—None. 
INTERCEPTIONS—Dallas, Stoutmire 1-0, 
Cincinnati, Sawyer 2-7. KICKOFF RETURNS— 
Dallas, Walker 5-88, Marion 1-28. Cincinnatl, 
Bieniemy 3-63, Carter 1-9. PUNT RETURNS— 
Dallas, St. Williams 1-0. Cincinnati, Myers 1-0, 
SACKS—Dallas, V. Smith 1. Cincinnati, 
Copeland 1. 


Courts 41, Doueuns 0 


First Quarter ind. —F6, Blanchard 21, 8:08. 
‘Second Quarter Ind.—Faulk 10 pass from 
Harbaugh (Blanchard kick), :35. ind —Dilget 7 
pass from Harbaugh (Blanchard kick), 6:46. 
{nd—F6, Blanchard 50, 9:21. Ind.—Diiger 31 
pass from Harbaugh (Blanchard kick), 13:05, 
Ind.—Dilger 8 pass from Harbaugh (Blanchard 
Kick), 14:07. 

Fourth Quarter Ind.—Faulk 7 run (Blanchard 


kick), 8:26, 
A—61,282 

Mia. ind. 
First Downs 10 23 
Rushes-Yards 27-76 36-148 
Passing 107 253 
Punt Returns 1-3 2-5 
Kickoff Returns 5-108 1-27 
Interception Returns 0-0 0-0 
Comp-Att-Int 12-25-0 20-26-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 2-8 1-2 
Punts 247 1-35 
Fumbles-Lost 3-2 1-4 
Penalties-Yards 7-45 7-55 


Time of Possession 25:58 34:02 


Inpwipua. Stansnics 
RUSHING—Miami, Phillips 13-36, Abdul-Jabbar 
8-27, McPhail 3-10, Potts 1-3, Marino 1-0, 
Parmalee 1-0. indianapolis, Faulk 20-67, Groce 
6-52, Crockett 6-10, Harbaugh 3-19, Harrison 
1-0, PASSING—Miami, Marino 7-15-0-71, 
Erickson 5-10-0-44. Indianapolis, Harbaugh 
20-26-0-255, RECEIVING—Miami, Perriman 
2-26, McDuffie 2-23, L. Thomas 1-16, Potts 1- 
13, Perry 1-10, Parmalee 1-9, McPhail 1-7, 
Phillips 1-6, Abdul-Jabbar 1-4, Pritchett 1-1. 
Indianapolis, Dilger 5-100, Harrison 5-63, 
Faulk 5-50, Dawkins 4-38, Stablein 1-4. 
MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS—Miami, Mare 
50. INTERCEPTIONS—None. KICKOFF 
RETURNS—Miami, C, Harris 3-62, Ismall 2-46. 
Indianapolis, Jacquet 1-27. PUNT RETURNS— 
Miami, McDuffie 1-3, Indianapolis, Jacquet 2- 
§. SACKS—Miami, Taylor 1. Indianapolis, 
Footman 1, Team 1 


Fatcons 20, Eactes 17 


Philadelphia ...7 0 0 10 17 
Atlanta... 0776 20 
First Quarter Phi—Timpson 3 pass from 
Hoying (Boniol kick), 6:12, 

‘Second Quarter Atl—Hanspard 10 pass from 
Chandler (Andersen kick), 5:22. 

Third Quarter At—Anderson 2 run (Andersen 
kick), 7:07. 

Fourth Quarter At—FG, Andersen 21, 4:21. 
Phi.—Watters 1 run (Boniol kick), 7:12. Phi — 
room 39, 13:05. Atl.—FG, Andersen 33, 
15:00. 


A—42,866 

Phi. AU, 
First Downs 15 21 
Rushes-Yards 20-106 36-217 
Passing 171 175 
Punt Returns 0-0 3-24 
Kickoff Returns 4-88 4-70 
Interception Returns 0-0 1-0 
Comp-Att-int 16-34-41, 12-21-0 


Sacked-Yards Lost 1-9 5-35 


1.643 287 258_6-0-1_8-2-1_at Dal 
1.500 292 257 3-3-1 6-4-1 PHI 


W-PHI__L-atJac_L-BAL _L-atStL_W-NO _W-DAL__W-atAri_W-atDet W-CIN x L-atTen_W-ARI__T-at Was L-TB W-at Phi_W-WAS* _New York. 
W-atGar L-atPit W-ARI x W-JAG___L-at Phi W-DAL* L-atTen_L-BAL __W-atChi W-DET L-atDal T-NYG L-STL_ W-at Ari_L-at NYG* Washington 
L-at NYG W-GB___L-at Dal* x L-at Min W-WAS _L-atJac_W-ARI_W-DAL _L-atAri__L-SF*___T-atBal_W-PIT__W-CIN__L-NYG__L-at Ati__ Philadelphia 


W-at Pit_L-atAri__W-PHI*__x: 
L-atCin_W-DAL__L-atWas x 


L-atTB__L-MIN_L-NYG 


W-CHI___L-at NYG_L-at Was*W-JAC___L-at Phi 


L-at SF __W-ARI 


W-WAS _L-atGB__L-TENS _L-CAR* 


L-at Cin__Dallas 


1.429 285 337 3-4-0 4-7-0 at Was 
0 400 297 294 3-4-0 4-7-0 NYG 


L-at Phi L-TEN 


W-PHI __L-at Dal__L-at NYG_W-atBal_L-PIT 


W-CHI* —_L-at Phi__W-MIA__W-MIN 
W-SF__W-at Det_W-at Min W-MIA 


L-at Det_W-TB 
W-ARI__L-atGB_L-DET__x 


W-at Chi_x. 


W-at NE* W-DET__W-STL 


L-WAS __L-atNO__ Arizona 


L-at ind _W-DAL __W-at Min*W-at TB__W-at Car_Green Bay 


0 .200 254 353 2-6-0 2-9-0 ATL 


12 _3 0 .800 391 261 _7-1-010-2-0 BUF* 


W-GB__L-atBuf_W-atTB_L-NYG x 


W-PHI__W-atAri_W-CAR x 


W-ATL__L-TB W-at Chi_L-at NO. 
W-at Buf W-atChi L-TB__ L-at GB 
L-atGB*_L-MIN__L-DET___L-at NE 


L-atTB__W-at StL_W-NO___W-ATL 


L-atDal_L-NO__L-GB x. 


W-at Car*x_- 


W-atTB_W-NE___W-CHI 


L-atGB__L-atWas W-MIN _W-IND 


W-CHIS _L-atMia_W-at Min Detroit 


L-MIN__W-atind W-at Ati W-NE  L-atChi_W-at NYG L-GB L-at NYJ_Tampa Bay 9 6 0 600 268 248 2-5-0 6-5-0 CHI 
8 7 0 533 366 296 6-2-0 7-5-0 NYJ 


L-at Det_L-at NYJ_L-GB* 


L-atSF__L-DET Minnesota 


W-at Mia*L-WAS. 


L-at Min_L-NYJ__W-TB 


W-STL__W-atAtl_W-atNO W-DAL _W-atPhi* W-CAR _W-SD 


L-atDet® W-BUF _ W-at StL_Chi 


L-WAS __W-at Atl_W-atSD_L-KC 


L-at Det_L-CAR _L-OAK __L-at SF 
L-at StL_L-SD___L-atSF__W-DET 
W-NO__L-SF 


LSP x 
L-DEN x 
L-atNYG W-atChi_L-ATL__L-CAR__L-SF 


L-at Den W-NYG__L-at Oak x L-atSF_L-SEA__L-KC 


L-atMin_W-atNO_W-ATL__W-OAK 


W-atNO_L-SF 


L-at Car_W-STL__L-TB 


L-atDen_L-atSF__W-atStl_L-NO 
W-at StL _W-NO_ W-atSea W-atSD_W-PHI Atlanta 


W-at Dal* L-GB Carolina 


8 7 0 533 315 331 3-5-0 6-6-0 IND 
411 0 267 248 390 


L-atKC__W-MIN__DEN* San Francisco _12_2 0 .857 332 210 8-0-0 11-1-0_atSea 


7 8 0 467 247 284 4-3-0 5-6-0 STL? 
7_8 0 467 294 332 _4-4-0_5-6-0 at Ari 


x W-at Oak W-SEA__L-at Atl_W-atCar L-STL___W-ARI 
L-CAR__W-atWasW-atNO_L-CHI___St. Louis 


L-at Atl_L-atGB_L-ATL 


“Monday {Thursday Saturday § Thanksgiving Day 


Statistics provided by STATS, inc. through Sunday, Dec. 14. 


New Orleans 


6 9 0 400 224 302 1-7-0 4-8-0 at KC 


411 0 267 269 341_ 2-5-0 4-7-0 at Car 
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Punts 6-42 4-39 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 24 

Penalties-Yards 6-50 4-35 
Time of Possession 24:20 35:40 


InpivipuaL Stansnics: 
RUSHING—Philadelphia, Watters 15-95, Gamer 
3-5, Hoying 2-6. Atlanta, Anderson 21-78, 
Chandler 8-38, Hanspard 4-76, Green 3-19. 
PASSING—Philadelphia, Hoying 16-34-1-180. 
Atlanta, Chandler 12-21-0-210. RECEIVING— 
Philadelphia, Watters 4-35, Fryar 3-35, 
Solomon 2-64, Turner 2-2, Dunn 1-15, C. 
Jones 1-11, Lewis 1-8, Gamer 1-7, Timpson 1- 
3, Atlanta, Mathis 4-57, Kinchen 3-39, 
Kozlowski 2-41, Green 1-47, Emanuel 1-16, 
Hanspard 1-10, MISSED FIELD GOAL 
ATTEMPTS—Atlanta, Andersen 42. 
INTERCEPTIONS—Atianta, Archambeau 1-0. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Phifadelphia, Staley 4-88. 
Atlanta, Hanspard 4-70. PUNT RETURNS— 
Atlanta, Kinchen 3-24. SACKS—Philadelphia, 
Jefferson 2, Farmer 1, Dent 1, Hall 2, Mamula 
%, Atlanta, ‘Archambeau ¥2, C.Smith 14. 


Ravens 21, Oiters 19 


Tennessee 3367 19 
Baltimore 7707 a 
First Quarter Bal—Jackson 8 pass from Zeler 
(Stover kick), 3:10. Ten—FG, Del Greco 25, 
11:46. 

Second Quarter Ten.—F6, Del Greco 40, 
‘3:33, Bal—Green 37 pass from Zeler (Stover 
kick), 9:58. 

Third Quarter Ten.—McNair 15 run (run 
failed), 14:36, 

Fourth Quarter Bal—Alexander 15 pass from 
Zeier (Stover kick), 5:40. Ten.—MeNair 1 run 
(Del Greco kick), 13:57. 


A—60,558 

Ten. Bal. 
First Downs 23 11 
Rushes-Yards 37-190 21-54 
Passing 200 192 
Punt Returns 6-15 2-21 
Kickoff Returns 3-50 4-108 
Interception Returns 0-0 1-0 
Comp-Att-int 22-45-1  13-28-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-19 2-12 
Punts 351 6-48 
Fumbles-Lost 4-3 1-1 
Penalties-Yards 7-45 4-27 
Time of Possession 37:35 22:25 


InDivipuaL Staristics 
RUSHING—Tennessee, E. George 26-129, 
McNair 8-50, Thomas 3-11. Baltimore, Morris 
18-51, Byner 1-3, Cotton 1-1, Zeier 1-(minus 
1), PASSING—Tennessee, McNair 22-45-1- 
219, Baltimore, Zeier 13-28-0-204. 
RECEIVING—Tennessee, Wycheck 8-56, 
‘Sanders 7-100, Mason 4-36, Davis 2-19, 
Thomas 1-8. Baltimore, Jackson 4-56, Green 
3-59, Alexander 2-47, J. Lewis 2-15, Byner 1- 
17, Morris 1-10. MISSED FIELD GOAL 
ATTEMPTS—Baltimore, Stover 50, 27. 
INTERCEPTIONS—Baltimore, Langham 1-0. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Tennessee, Thomas 3-50. 
Baltimore, J. Lewis 4-108. PUNT RETURNS— 
Tennessee, Mason 5-10, Archie 1-5, Baltimore, 
J. Lewis 2-21. SACKS—Tennessee, G. Walker 
2. Baltimore, J. Jones 1, Washington 1, 
Boulware 1. 


SEAHAWKS 22, RalpeRs 21 


Seattle 03 910 22 
Oakland 14700 21 
First Quarter Oak —Truitt 19 pass from 


George (Ford kick), 9:22. Oak. —Jett 37 pass 

from George (Ford kick), 12:22. 

Second Quarter Sea —FG, Peterson 27, 5:30, 

Oak.—Dudley 5 pass from George (Ford kick), 

13:04. 

Third-Quarter Sea.—Galloway 8 pass from 

Kitna (pass failed), 2:15. Sea—FG, Peterson 

27, 9:39. 

Fourth Quarter Sea —Warren 9 run (Peterson 

kick), 1:02. Sea —FG, Peterson 49, 12:40. 
A—~40,124 


AFC 


Sea. Oak. 
First Downs 22 15 
Rushes-Yards 34-103 17-34 
Passing 278 241 
Punt Returns 17 0-0 
Kickoff Returns 3-63 6-135 
Interception Returns 0-0 2-42 
Comp-Att-Int 23-37-2 21-31-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-5 §-33 
Punts 3-39 3-55, 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-2 
Penalties-Yards TAT 9-60 
Time of Possession 34:58 25:02 


InprvipuaL Stanistics 
RUSHING—Seattle, Warren 19-70, Kitna 7-11, 
‘Smith 6-22, Galloway 1-1, Broussard 1-(minus 
1). Oakland, Kaufman 16-36, George 1-(minus 
2). PASSING—Seattle, Kitna 23-37-2-283. 
Oakland, George 21-31-0-274. RECEIVING— 
Seattle, Galloway 7-82, Pritchard 5-98, 
McKnight 3-33, Strong 2-13, Crumpler 1-14, 
Warren 1-11, Broussard 1-11, May 1-10, 
Fauria 1-7, Smith 1-4, Oakland, Dudley 5-66, 
Jett 4-75, T. Brown 4-57, Kaufman 3-15, Truitt 
2-29, Levitt 2-24, Shedd 1-8. MISSED FIELD 
GOAL ATTEMPTS—Seattle, Peterson 35. 
Oakland, Ford 24, INTERCEPTIONS—Oakland, 
Trapp 1-25, McDaniel 1-17. KICKOFF 
RETURNS—Seattle, Broussard 3-63. Oakland, 
Truitt 2-51, Aska 2-46, Shedd 2-38. PUNT 
RETURNS—Seattle, Davis 3-17. SACKS— 
Seattle, Daniels 2, Bellamy 1, Sinclair 1, 
Saleaumua 1, Adams ¥2. Oakland, Lewis 1. 


Packers 31, PANTHERS 10 


Green Bay......14 3 7 7 31 
Carolina 0307 10 
First Quarter G.B.—Freeman 58 pass from 
Favre (Longwell kick), 7:22, G.B—R. Brooks 
20 pass from Favre (Longwell kick), 14:34. 
‘Second Quarter Car—FG, Kasay 43, 6:55. 
G.B.—FG, Longwell 31, 13:37. 

Third Quarter G.B.—Freeman 6 pass from 
Favre (Longwell kick), 7:10. 

Fourth Quarter Car—Lane 35 run (Kasay 

Kc 744, G.B—Hayden 6 run (Longwell kick), 
10:54. 


A—70,887 
GB. Car. 
First Downs 26 9 
Rushes-Yards 41-218 24-140 
Passing 240 32 
Punt Returns 5-7 1-5 
Kickoff Returns 3-63 6-121 


Interception Returns 0-0 1-15 
Comp-Att-int 18-34-1 7-26-0 
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-16 3-24 
Punts 


5-43 9-42 
Fumbles-Lost 2-0 24 
Penalties-Yards 1-10 0-0 


Time of Possession 


InpivipuaL Stanstics 
RUSHING—Green Bay, Levens 17-73, Hayden 
14-86, Henderson 5-32, Bono 3-(minus 3), R. 
Brooks 1-15, Favre 1-15. Carolina, Lane 19- 
119, Collins 2-10, Carruth 1-6, Johnson 1-4, 
Greene 1-1. PASSING—Green Bay, Favre 18- 
34-1-256. Carolina, Collins 7-26-0-56. 
RECEIVING—Green Bay, Freeman 10-166, R. 
Brooks 2-43, Beebe 2-28, Levens 2-0, Chmura 
1-11, Henderson 1-8. Carolina, Carruth 4-28, 
E. Mills 1-22, Muhammad 1-6, Walls 1-0. 

FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS—None. 
INTERCEPTIONS—Carolina, Cota 1-15. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Green Bay, Beebe 3-63. 
Carolina, Bates 5-93, Stone 1-28. PUNT 
RETURNS—Green Bay, Sharper 5-7. Carolina, 
Poole 1-5. SACKS—Green Bay, Evans 1, B. 
Williams 1, Butler 1. Carolina, Minter 11, 


Barrow 1, Raybon ‘2. 
Cuiers 29, Cuancers 7 
Kansas City. 2 
San Diego 7 


First Quarter K.C.—Allen 1 run (Stoyanovich 
kick), 11:58. 
‘Second Quarter S.D.—Metcalf 14 pass from 


GEORGIA ON HIS MIND: Eric Zeier used the kind of arm he 
showed in the Southeastern Conference in the Ravens’ win. 


Whelihan (G. Davis kick), :51. K.C—Dawson 
21 pass from Gannon (Stoyanovich kick), 6:55. 


Third Quarter K.C.—FG, Stoyanovich 40, 4:17. 


K.C.—Safety, T.Philcox sacked by D. Thomas 
119. K.C.—FG, Stoyanovich 48, 


Fourth Quarter K.C—McNiillian 87 intercep- 
tion return (Stoyanovich kick), 8:14. 


A—54,594 

KC. S.D. 
First Downs 14 22 
Rushes-Yards 27-131 28-63 
Passing 108 219 
Punt Returns 1-1) 5-24 
Kickoff Returns 3-68 6-125 
Interception Returns 1-87 
Comp-Att-int 8-25-0 23-38-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-8 7-34 
Punts 7-39 6-40 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 5-1 
Penalties-Yards 9-76 10-137 
Time of Possession 24:58 = 35:02 


Inpripuat Stansncs 
RUSHING—Kansas City, Alien 8-44, Hill 7-13, 
Bennett 6-32, Anders 5-43, Gannon 1-(minus 
1). San Diego, Brown 16-57, Bynum 6-(minus 
1), Craver 3-11, Whelihan 2-4, Metcalf 1- 
(minus 8). PASSING—Kansas City, Gannon 8- 
25-0-116. San Diego, Whelinan 13-21-0-137, 
Philcox 10-17-1-116. RECEIVING—Kansas 
City, Gonzalez 3-15, Rison 2-52, Dawson 2-48, 
Anders 1-1. San Diego, Martin 7-66, Hartley 4- 
54, Metcalf 3-48, Still 3-41, C. Jones 3-33, 
Craver 2-0, Brown 1-11. MISSED FIELD GOAL 
ATTEMPTS—None. INTERCEPTIONS—Kansas 
City, McMillian 1-87. KICKOFF RETURNS— 
Kansas City, Vanover 2-47, Hughes 1-21. San 
Diego, Bynum 6-125. PUNT RETURNS— 
Kansas City, Vanover 1-(minus 1). San Diego, 
Metcalf 4-24, Shaw 1-0. SACKS—Kansas City, 
Thomas 3, Williams 2, Wooden 1, Davis 1. San 
Diego, Fuller 1. 


Saints 27, Carvinats 10 


Arizona ........7 3 0 0 10 
New Orleans ...0 3 717 27 
First Quarter Ariz—Plummer 10 run (Nedney 
kick), 9:32. 

‘Second Quarter N.0—FG, Brien 20, 2:59. 
Ariz —FG, Nedney 30, 11:55. 

Third Quarter N.O.—Hill 9 pass from Hobert 
(Brien kick), 10:17. 

Fourth Quarter N.0.—FG, Brien 33, 1:32. 
N.0.—Guliford 16 pass from Hobert (Brien 
Kick), 4:50. N.0.—Farquhar 8 pass from 
Hobert (Brien kick), 13:05. 


A—45,517 

Ariz. NO. 
First Downs. 18 17 
Rushes-Yards 28-111 34-130 
Passing 154 252 
Punt Returns 4-65 2-14 
Kickoff Returns et 1-29 
Interception Returns. 2-45 
Comp-Att-Int 7 ar 2 14-24-1 
Sacked-Yards Lost 5-26 0-0 
Punts 6-50 6-57 
Fumbles-Lost 2-2 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 9-59 13-107 
Time of Possession 29:40 30:20 


Inpivipua, Starisnics 
RUSHING—Arizona, R. Moore 22-79, Plummer 
3-21, Centers 3-11. New Orleans, Zellars 19- 
72, Hobert 7-17, T. Davis 6-13, Hastings 1-27, 
Bates 1-1. PASSING—Arizona, Plummer 17- 
37-2-180. New Orleans, Hobert 14-24-1-252. 

RECEIVING—Arizona, Sanders 4-55, K. 
Williams 4-54, R. Moore 4-31, Carter 1-15, 
Centers 1-9, Gedney 1-8, Edwards 1-6, 
Plummer 1-2. New Orleans, Hill 5-124, Sued 
2-38, Zellars 2-22, Hastings 2-6, Poole 1-4 
Farquhar -B, 1. Smith 1-5. MISSED FELD 

{OAL ATTEMPTS—None. INTERCEPTIONS — 


nSN SCOREBOARD 


ROBERTO BOREA/ AP 


Arizona, A. Williams 1-0. New Orleans, 
Washington 1-30, Kelly 1-15. KICKOFF 
RETURNS—Arizona, K. Williams 5-124. New 
Orleans, Guliford 1-29. PUNT RETURNS— 
Arizona, K. Williams 4-65, New Orleans, 
Guliford 2-14. SACKS—New Orleans, B. Smith 
1A, J. Johnson 1°, Glover 1, Martin 1. 


Beans 13, Rams 10 


Chicago 0706 13 
St Louis .. 7003 10 
First Quarter StL—J. Moore 1 run (Wilkins 


kick), 11:08, 
‘Second Quarter Chi—Conway 55 pass from 
Kramer (Jaeger kick), 5:25. 
Fourth Quarter St.L—FG, Wilkins 28, 4:17. 
Chi—FG, Jaeger 27, 9:52. Chi—FG, Jaeger 
20, 12:09. 

A—66,030 


Chi. StL 
First Downs 13 12 
Rushes-Yards 37-120 20-49 
Passing 189 116 
Punt Returns 4-29 a1 
Kickoff Returns 3-55 4-121 
interception Retums 3-22 2-33 
Comp-Att-Int 15-30-2 13-28-3 
Sacked-Yards Lost 1-5 5-31 
Punts 5-43, 6-41 
Fumbles-Lost 3-3 3-2 
Penalties-Yards 5-30 9-85 
Time of Possession 35:09 24:51 


Inpiipuat StarsTics: 
RUSHING—Chicago, Autry 26-62, Laie 2B, 
Ton. Carter 3-24, Hicks 2-5, Kramer 1-1. St. 


Wier 1 7-1-8, Conway O-1-0-0. St. Louis, 
Banks 13-26-. 3-147. RECEIVING—Chicago, 
Conway 7-109, Wetnight 4-37, Penn 3-40, 
Autry 1-8. St. Louis, Lee 4-38, Bruce 3-46, 
Conwell 3-23, J. Moore 1-19, Saal: 13, 
Kennison 1-8. MISSED FIELD GO. 
ATTEMPTS—Chicago, Jaeger 22. s pou, 
Wilkins 40. INTERCEPTIONS—Chicago, W. 
Harris 2-22, Tom. Carter 1-0. St. hen ‘McNall 
1-20, Lyght 1-13. KICKOFF RETURNS— 
Chicago, Smith 3-55. St. Louis, Thompson 4~ 
121, PUNT|RETURNS—Chicago, Proeh| 4-29, 
St.Louis, Kennison 3-11. SACKS—Chicago, B. 
Cox 1%, M. Carter 1, Flanigan 1, Grasmanis '4, 
Reeves ‘4, Spellman 1. St. Louis, Carter 1. 


SATURDAY’S GAWIES. 


Giants 30, Repskins 10 


Washington 
N.Y, Giants. 
First Quarter NYC—FG, Daluiso 41, 2:16. 
NYG—Way 15 run (Daluiso kick), 4:57. NYE— 
oy 7 pass from Kanell (Daluiso kick), 
13:46. 

Second Quarter Was.—FG, Blanton 33, 4:49. 
NYG—FG, Daluiso 28, 14:34, 

Third Quarter Was—Connell 41 pass from 
Hostetler (Blanton kick), 2:43. 

Fourth Quarter NYC—FG, Daluiso 28, :36. 
NYG—Sehom 35 interception return (Daluiso 


Kick), :57. 
A—77,571 

Was. NYG 
First Downs 18 14 
Rushes-Yards 15-45 37-130 
Passing 275 110 
Punt Returns 25 + 25 
Kickoff Returns 6-127 3-57 
Interception Returns 2-5 4-53 
Comp-Att-int 23-42-4 13-25-2 
Sacked-Yards Lost 3-13 2-15 
Punts 3-41 6-40 
Fumbles-Lost 4-2 2-0 
Penalties-Yards 4-40 5-46 
Time of Possession 25:15 34:45 


Week1 Week2 Week3 Week6 Week7 Week8 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 Wer 15 Week 16 APC EAST W LT Pct. PF PA Div. 

W-SD___W-at Ind W-NYJ _W-CHI L-at Den* W-BUF __L-at NYJ a L-at Min_W-at Buf L-atTB _W-MIA__W-IND___W-atJac L-PIT* __New England’ _9 6 0 .600 355 277 _6-1-0 8-3-0 atMia* 
W-IND_W-TEN_L-atGB_L-atTB__x W-KC___W-at NYJ W-atBal_L-CHI* L-atBuf W-NYJ W-BUF* L-atNE W-atOak W-DET _L-atind Miami 9 6 0 600 327 313 4-3-0 8-3-0 NE* 
W-atSea L-BUF _L-atNE_W-OAK __W-atCin W-atind L-MIA__W-NE___x W-BAL _L-atMia_W-atChi_W-MIN  L-atBuf L-IND  W-TB New York 9 6 0 .600 338 274 2-6-0 6-6-0 atDet 
L-MIN___W-at NYJ L-atKC _W-IND__x W-DET __L-atNE__W-atInd* L-DEN _W-MIA__L-NE L-at Mia* L-at Ten _W-NYJ__L-atChi_L-JAC Buffalo 6 9 0 .400 234 336 5-3-0 5-7-0 at GB 
L-at Mia_L-NE L-SEA__L-at Buf_x L-NYJ___L-at Pit__L-BUF* _L-atSD_L-TB. L-CIN _W-GB___L-atDet_L-atNE__W-at NYJ W-MIA as 312 0 200 285 362_2-6-02-10-0 at Min 
L-DAL___W-WAS _x L-at Jac* W-TEN _W-atBal_W-IND _W-atCin W-JAC _L-atKC* W-BAL W-CIN _L-atPhi_W-atAri_W-DEN W-atNE* Pittsburgh __11_4 0 .733 366 291_6-1-0_9-2-0_ at Ten 
W-at Bal_W-NYG _x W-PIT* _L-atWas W-CIN _W-PH! _L-atDal_L-atPit_W-atTen W-KC__W-TEN _L-atCin W-BAL L-NE W-at Buf_Jacksonville__10 5 0 667 374 309 6-2-0 8-3-0 at Oak 
W-OAK __L-at Mia_x L-BAL _L-atPit_L-atSea W-CIN _W-WAS W-atAri_L-JAC _W-NYG _L-atJac_W-BUF W-atDal§ L-atCint L-atBal__Tennessee 7 8 0 467 317 304 _1-6-0 3-8-0 PIT 
L-JAC__W-CIN _W-at NYG W-atTen L-atSD_L-PIT x L-MIA__W-at Was L-at NYJ_L-atPit T-PHI___L-ARI__L-atJac_W-SEA _W-TEN Baltimore 6 8 1 429 312 329 3-4-0 4-7-0 at Cin 
W-ARI__L-atBal_x L-atDen_ L-NYJ L-atJac_L-atTen L-PIT _L-atNYG W-SD__W-atind L-atPit W-JAC _L-atPhi_W-TENt W-DAL Cincinnati 6 90 400 339 391_2-5-0 4-7-0 BAL 
L-at Den _W-at Oak*W-BUF _W-atCar W-SEA__L-atMia_x W-SDt__W-atStL_W-PIT* L-atJac W-DEN W-atSea W-SF___W-OAK__W-atSD__Kansas City 12 3 0 .800 350 219 7-1-0 9-3-0 NO 
W-KC___W-atSea W-STL__W-CIN__W-atAtl_W-NE* x L-at Oak _W-at Buf W-SEA__W-CAR__L-atKC__W-OAK*_W-atSD_L-atPit at SF* __ Denver. 11_3 0.786 417 250 5-2-0 8-3-0 SD 
L-NYJ__L-DEN _W-atInd W-SD___L-atKC__W-TEN x W-at StL_W-OAK _L-atDen_ W-atSD_L-atNO__L-KC L-ATL___L-at Bal_W-at Oak Seattle 7_8 0.467 327 353 4-4-0 6-6-0 SF 
L-atTen_L-KC* _W-at Atl_L-atNYJ W-STL__L-SD x W-DEN _L-atSea_L-atCar L-NO_ W-atSD_ L-atDen*L-MIA__L-atKC L-SEA Oakland 411 0 267 315 399 2-6-0 2-9-0 JAC 
L-at NE_W-atNO_L-CAR _L-atSea W-BAL _W-at Oak x L-atKCt W-INDL-atCin L-SEA L-OAK L-atSF_L-DEN L-ATL__L-KC __San Diego 411 0 .267 263 387_1-6-0_3-8-0 at Den 


“Monday fThursday +Saturday  §Thanksgiving Day 
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InprvipuaL Statistics 
RUSHING—Washington, Davis 10-41, Hostetler 
2-1, Connell 1-3, Bowie 1-0, M, Turk'1-0, New 
York, Barber 13-32, Way 11-49, Hampton 11- 
43, Kanell 1-4, Patten 1-2, PASSING— 
Washington, Hostetler 23-42-4-288. New York, 
Kanell 13-25-2-125. RECEIVING—Washington, 
Connell 5-89, Mitchell 5-70, Asher 4-48, Davis 
3-23, Thomas 3-21, Thrash 2-24, Ellard 1-13, 
New York, Cross 5- 52, Way 2-17, ‘Calloway 2 
17, Toomer 1-14, Patten 1-9, Pierce 1-9, 
Barber 1-7. MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— 
None. INTERCEPTIONS—Washington, Richard 
2-5. New York, Sehorn 2-35, C. Hamilton 1-18, 
Widmer 1-0. KICKOFF RETURNS—Washington, 
Mitchell 4-88, Logan 2-39. New York, Pegram 
3-57, PUNT RETURNS—Washington, Mitchell 
2-5, New York, Toomer 2-5, SACKS— 
Washington, Harvey 1, Mims 1. New York, 
Strahan 1, Holsey 1, Harris 1. 


Steevens 24, Patriots 21 


Pittsburgh 07 311 3 24 
NewEngland ...014 0 7 0 21 
Second Quarter N.E.—Coates 18 pass from 
Bledsoe (Vinatieri kick), 2:34. N.E—Gash 1 
pass from Bledsoe (Vinatler| kick), 8:58, Pit— 
‘Stewart 1 run (N. Johnson kick), 14:29. 
Third Quarter Pit—FG, N. Johnson 36, 6:03, 
Fourth Quarter Pit—FG, N. Johnson 34, 2:05, 
N.E.—Meggett 49 pass from Bledsoe (Vinatieri 
kick), 4:29. Pit—Bruener 1 pass from Stewart 
(Thigpen pass from Stewart), 14:22. 
Overtime Pit—FG, N. Johnson 31, 4:43, 
A—60,013 


Pit. NE. 
First Downs 22 15 
Rushes-Yards 40-138 18-42 
Passing 266 211 
Punt Returns 4-27 2-18 
Kickoff Returns 5-102 4-109 
Interception Returns 2-54 2-15 
Comp-Att-Int 26-48-2 21-36-2 
Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 0-0 
Punts 5-43 6-45 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 0-0 
Penalties-Yards 10-72 5-35 
Time of Possession 41:04 = 23:39 


InpwipuaL Sta 
RUSHING—Pittsburgh, Batis 28-80, Stewart 
10-57, G, Jones 2-1, New England, Grier 6-14, 
Cullors 5-19, Meggett 4-8, Bledsoe 2-(minus 
1), Gash 1-2. PASSING—Pittsburgh, Stewart 
26-48-2-266. New England, Bledsoe 21-36-2- 
211, RECEIVING—Pittsburgh, C. Johnson 6-87, 
Hawkins 5-77, Thigpen 5-45, Bruener 5-43, 
Bettis 4~ Jones 1-2. New England, 
Jefferso Coates 5-39, Meggett 4-66, 
Brown 3-32, Brisby 1-9, Byars 1-5, Cullors 1-2, 
Gash 1-1, MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS— 
None. INTERCEPTIONS—Pittsburgh, Henry 1- 
36, Perry 1-18, New England, Milloy 1-15, Clay 
1-0, KICKOFF RETURNS—Pittsburgh, Coleman 
5-102. New England, Meggett 2-70, Cullors 2: 
39, PUNT RETURNS—Pittsburgh, Blackwell 4- 
2. New England, Meggett 2-18. SACKS— 

lone. 


PanTHERS 23, Cowsoys 13 
Carolina . 
Dallas... 
First Quarter Car—FG, Kasay 34, 10:15. 
Second Quarter Car—Carruth 15 pass from 
Collins (Kasay kick), 
Cunningham 43, 12:33. Dal —FG, Cunningham 
32, 15:00. 

Third Quarter Car—Greene 1 pass from 

Collins (Kasay kick), 6:57. 

Fourth Quarter Car—FG, Kasay 40, 6:59. 

Dal—trvin 52 pass from Aikman (Cunningham 

kick), 8:27. Car—FG, Kasay 18, 14:07. 
A—63,251 


Car. Dal. 
First Downs 22 9 
Rushes-Yards 45-155 21-78 
Passing 169 138 
Punt Returns 3-19 2-14 
Kickoff Returns * a 6-141 
Interception Returns. 0-0 
Comp-Att-Int 17 40-0 Wy ae 
sacked -Yards Lost 1-5 

4-38 
Fumbles-Lost 241 
Penalties-Yards 4-30 
Time of Possession 36:39 


InpivipuaL Stanstics 
RUSHING—Carolina, Lane 34-138, Blakabutuka 
7-13, Greene 3-6, Collins 1-(minus 2). Dallas, 
S.Williams 19-75, E. Smith 2-3, PASSING— 
Carolina, Collins 16-28-0-136, Beuerlein 1-2- 
0-38. Dallas, Akkman 14-26-0-180, Wilson 0-1- 
0-0. RECEIVING—Carolina, Muhammad 4-73, 
Carruth 4-36, Greene 4-31, Walls 2-13, 
Johnson 1-13, Lane 1-7, Rasby'1-1. Dallas, 
LaFleur 4-26, S. Williams 3-33, St. Williams 3- 
32, Irvin 2-67, Miller 1-19, Walker 1-3. MISSED 
FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS—None. 
INTERCEPTIONS—None. KICKOFF RETURNS— 
Carolina, Bates 2-50, Greens 1-8. Dallas, 
Walker 4-115, Marion 1-20, Galbraith 1-6, 
PUNT RETURNS—Carolina, Poole 3-19. Dallas, 
St. Williams 1-14, Mathis 1-0. SACKS— 
Carolina, Barrow 1, Cota 1, Miller 1, King 1. 
Dallas, Carver 1. 


RUSHING 
Atts. Yds, a 
Sanders, Det. 312 1869 
Davis, Den. 359 1722 
Bettis, Pit. 375 1665 
E. George, Ten. 341 1374 
Levens, G.B. 307 1364 
Kaufman, Oak. 251 1200 
Martin, N.E. 274 1160 
R. Smith, Min. 215 1106 
Watters, Phi. 277 1080 
Dillon, Cin. 209 1069 
Murrell, NYJ 288 1043 
E,Smith,Dal. 248 1034 
R. Harris, Chi. 275 1033 
Hearst, S.F 234 1019 
Faulk, Ind. 241 952 
Brown, S.D, 245 918 
Dunn, T.B. 208 859 
Abdul-Jabbar, Mia. 270 859 
Anderson, Atl. 257 850 


A. Smith, Buf. 184 820 


Morris, Bal. 191 752 
Warren, Sea. 183 748 
Means, Jac. 226 743 
Lane, Car, 168 731 
vet las. 210 724 
Wey, ‘NYG 144 683 
Phillips, We 196 669 
Alstott, T. 171 653 
Thomas, But 147 «615 
McNair, Ten, 94 584 
Wheatley, NYG 152 583 
Hill, K.C, 147 518 
Stewart, Jac. 130 513 
Zellars, N.0. 139 507 
Davis, Was. 129 502 
Carter, Cin. 127 457 
Stewart, Pit. 83 456 
115 455 

119 440 

98 432 


S.Williams, Dal. 115 429 
Barber, NYG 119 429 
McElroy, Ariz, 134 424 
Broussard, Sea. 68 411 


PQLWOROSMNVWWWOODROSRORORWORWWRORRORWNOTMARDRRED 
RNONOVENSAOCAOUONNO SNR RO [OOO NORONOU SUNS ROROOE 


Anders, K.C. 76 393 


SCORING — TDS 
Ton | Pass. Ret. 


Abdul-Jabbar, Mia.16 1 1 0 
Davis, Den. 1414 #0 0 
Sandérs, Det. 1310 3 0 
Levens, G.B. 12/7 oe 
Jett, Oak. 12 0 #12 0 
Freeman,G.B, 11 0 11 0 
Stewart, Pit. W117 00 
Carter, Min. 10 0 10 0 
Allen, K.C. 1010 0 0 
Alstott, TB. 10 7 30 
Anderson,At. 10 7 3 0 
Dillon, Cin. 10 10 0 0 
Galloway,Sea. 10 0 10 0 
R.Harris,Chi. 10 10 0 0 
R.Smith,Den, 10 0 10 0 
Bettis, Pit. Be N25 20. 
Irvin, Dal, 9 0 19 0 
Means, Jac. 9/79) 0.0 
Stewart, Jac. CG) alt) 
Moore, Det. 80 8 0 
Alexander, Bal. 80 8 0 
Coates, N.E. 8 0 8 0 
Emanuel, Atl. 8 0 8 0 
Kaufman, Oak. 8 6 20 
J. Lewis, Bal. BeOS 62 
McNair, Ten. 8 8 00 
Owens, 80 8 O 
Phillips, Mia. 8 8 OO 


TDs. 
10 
14 


SCONOM ASIN AR DORMAVMEAVORROUDEANROWHDOUHROVO 


SCORING — KICKING 


ese FG—FGA lar 


Hollis, Jac. 39/3: 29/34 126 
ket Dal. 23/23 34/36 125 
Hall, NYJ 35/35 27/40 116 
Longwell,G.B. 44/44 = 23/28 113 
Vinatieri, N.E. 38/38 = 25/29-113 
Elam, Den, 39/39 24/32, 111 
Mare, Mia. 33/33 26/33 111 
Hanson, Det. 38/39 24/27 110 
Blanchard, Ind. 19/19 30/39 109 
Stover, Bal. 30/30 26/33 108 
“Anderson, S.F. 34/34. 24/30 106 
G, Davis, S.D. 31/32 25/33 106 
Stoyanovich, K.C. 34/35 24/25 106 
Del Greco, Ten. 31/31 24/32 103 
N. Johnson, Pit, 40/40 20/23 100 
PUNT RETURNS 

No. Yds. Avg. TDs. 
J. Lewis, Bal. 23 412 179 2 
Gordon, Den. 37 503 136 63 
Palmer, Min. 32 428 134 0 
L. Johnson, NYJ 46 581 126 1 
Sanders, Dal. 33 407 123 1 
Williams, T.B, 40 481 120 0 
Barlow, Jac. 34 400 11.8 0 
Uwaezuoke, 32 374 117 «0 
K.Williams, Anz. 40 462 116 0 
Metcalf, S.0. 43 486 113 3 
Mitchell ' Was. 37 411 11.1 1 
Meggett, N.E. 41 447 109 0 
Guliford, N.O, 44 473 108 0 
Jordan, Mia. 26 273 105 0 
Schroeder, G.B. 33 342 104 0 
Toomer, NYG 45 432 96 1 
Milburn, Det. 44 406 92 0 
Burris, Buf. 19 161 85 0 
‘Myers, Cin. 23 194 84 0 
Kinchen, Atl. 50 414 83 0 
Howard, Oak. 27-210 7.8 0 


TEAM STATISTICS 
For rushing and passing, figure is average per game; 
for punt and kickoff returns, figure is average per return; 
and for sacks and turnovers, figure is season total. 
Figure in bold is conference-leading total. 


Rushing Passing Yds/Plat 


y KORet PuntRet Sacks TO 


Off. Def. Off. Def. Off.Def, Off. Def. Off. Def. ByVs.0pOw 


23.6 22.9 11.210.8 3176 19.40 


23.9 21.3 9.0 2.6 5450 2623 


20.2 22.8 14.6 9.1 39.30 28.33 


20.0 25.5 8.6 8.1 45 45 1938 


7.5 11.8 35 41 2236 


21.6 23.4 6.913.337 40 2938 


23.4-21.0_ 8.412.728 43 23.22 


24.0 18.0 10.7_9.0_35 35 1820 


22.1 20.2 13.6.10.1 40 34 2917 


‘ARIZONA 79.3 132.7 215.1 205.3 4:3 5.4 
‘ATLANTA 96.9 106.9 193.7 213.7 4.8 5.3 
Batrimore 102.5 108.3 226.5 229.1 5.0 5.0 
BUFFALO 415.4 112.7 173.4 192.7 4.6 47 
Canouna 114.7 121.7 174.1 190.5 454.9 23.8 23.1 
Ciicaco 110.4 111.7 209.3 196.3 4.5 5.2 
Cincinnati 126.7 144.8 205.3 210.3 5.3 5.2 
DALLAS 103.9 123.1 202.4 159.1 4.8 4.5 
DENVER 153.7 119.6 216.6 176.4 5.5 5.0. 
DetRorT 150.5 115.0 215.9 193.8 5.7 4.9 
Green Bay 120.5 121.7 235.7 178.5 5.7 4.6 


23.1 20.3 9.0 8.6 39 38 2228 
23.0 20.8 9.1 7.5 40 25 2829 


INDIANAPOLIS 106.3 123.6 198.4 17.0 4.8 5.2 21.5 23.6 8.1 11.6 95 58 2223 


JACKSONVILLE 105.1 108.4 228.7 220.8 5.3.5.1 21.2 22.7 11.8 83 42 39 28.20 
Kansas Crry_ 134.3 101.2 191.5 207.3 4.9 5.0 25.0 20.7 7.7 6.4 5229 29.20 
MiaMt 86.7. 117.7 235.9 226.1 5.05.4 204 19.5 10.2 7.8 2918 2519 
Minnesota 124.5 123.4 209.5 235.9'5.2.5.6 21.4 21.1 13.4 11.7_40 33 2219 
New ENGLAND 94.5 104.9 226.0. 214.4 5.3 4.6 25.6 22.2 10.9 11.5 42 28 31 20 
New Onueans 90.7 107.2 162.1 190.7 4.4 4.4 23.7 21.9 10.5 12.0 55 49 3150 
NY Giants 122.7 91.5 159.3 234.1 4.448 18.9 23.8 9.6 8.9 50 29 4118 
NY Jets: 91.8 112.9 202.9 :221.7 4.5 5.0 22.8 20.9 11.8 98 2644 2519 
OAKLAND 98.7 140.2 221.5 239.7 5.55.4 21.1 23.4 7.8 8.4 29 52 2223 


PHILADELPHIA 116.7 128.7 229.3 185.3 5.04.9 21.7 23.6 7.510.341 58 24.29 


PrrtspurcH 159.1_77.5 192.5 220.1 5.94.7 22.9 21.1 6.9 11.3 46 20 3330 
San Dieco__ 89.7 104.5 197.1 209.8 4.4 4.8 21.1 23.9 10.6 10.2 27 49 25 34 
SANFRAN 127.6 82.3 191.4 158.4 5.1.4.1 22.6 20.9 12.9 8.0 49 40 3817 
SEATTLE 111.7 107.1 245.1 194.6 5.4 5.0 19.9 23.0 7.0125 40 30 27 32 
Sr, Louis 94.3 106.2 203.3 209.7 4.7 5.0 21.3 23:7 7.2 10.3 35 43 3690 
TamPABay 116.7 101.8 157.1 193.8 4:8 4.8 20.1 22.1 11.8 9.4 41 31 2322 
Tennessee 150.5 98.7 161.9 232.1 5.05.3 19.8 22.0 7.2 11.9 35 30 2925 
WASHINGTON 102.5 134.6 216.0 174.0 4.84.7 21,7 22.3 11.1 7.1 3131 2727 
PASSING 
Pct. YardsAvg.Yd. TD Pct. Pet. 
Att. Comp. Comp. GainedGainedPass 1D Int. Int 
S. Young, S.F. 310 212 684 2666 8.60 18 58 6 19 
Chandler, Atl 323 189 585 2516 7.79 18 56 7 22 
Favre, G.B, 495 292 59.0 3711 7.50 33 67 16 3.2 
George, Oak. 484 266 55.0 3673 7.59 28 5.8 9 1.9 
Elway, Den. 435 247 56.8 3212 7.38 23 53 8 18 
Brunell, Jac. 408 246 60.3 3038 7.45 16 39 7 17 
Bledsoe, N.E. 496 296 59.7 3533 7.12 28 56 14 28 
Harbaugh, Ind. 282 174 61.7 1893 6.71 9 32 4 14 
Johnson, Min. 452 275 60.8 3036°6.72 20 44 12 27 
Dilfer, T.B. 368 207 56.3 2461 669 20 54 11 3.0 
O'Donnell, NYJ 425 238 56.0 2594 6.10 17 40 6 14 
Marino, Mia. 504 291 57.7 3505 6.95 15 3.0 10 2.0 
Grbac, K.C. 300 174 58.0 1892 631 11 37 6 20 
Moon, Sea, 503 297 59.0 3446 6.85 21 4.2 16 3.2 
Mitchell, Det. 481 278 57.8 3362 6.99 19 4.0 14 29 
Aikman, Dal. 502 286 57.0 3210 639 19 38 11 22 
Blake, Cin. 317 184 58.0 2125 6.70 8 25 7 22 
Stewart, Pit. 424 230 54.2 2933 6.92 21 50 16 38 
Testaverde, Bal. 470 271 57.7 2971 6.32 18 38 15 32 
Kramer, Chi. 458 263 57.4 2929 640 14 31 13 28 
Detmer, Phi, 244 134 54.9 1567 642 7 29 6 25 
Frerotte,Was. 402 204 50.7 2682 6.67 17 42 12 3.0 
Plummer, Ariz. 257 138 53.7 1966 7.65 12 47 13 5.1, 
McNair, Ten. 389 206 53.0 2563 659 14 36 12 31 
Humphries, S.D. 225 121 53,8 1488 661 5 22 6 27 
Banks, St.L. 462 236 51.1 3091 669 13 28 13 28 
Collins, Buf. 391 215 55.0 2367 6.05 12 3.1 13 33 
Kanell, NYG 278 148 53.2 1611 5.79 10 36 9 32 
K. Graham, Ariz. 250 130 52.0 1408 563 4 16 5 20 
Whelihan,S.D. 210 103 49.0 1210 576 6 29 9 43 
Collins, Car. 356 189 53.1 1992 5.60 10 28 18 5.1 57.9 
PASS RECEIVING No, Yds. Avg. TDs. 
No. Yds. Avg. TDs. Reed, Buf. 60 880 147 5 
Moore, Det. 100 1254 125 6 =: shaipe,Uen: 59 Bb 15.0) 2 
oat . Martin, S.D. 59 858 145 6 
R.Moore, Ariz. 90 1493 166 7 Mathis, AU, 39 753 128 58 
Hee es ee Pritchard,Sea. 68 753 130 1 
lt BAY 0 Ii T 10 Walls, Car. 58 746 129 6 
Fryar, Phi. 82 1251 153 6 Green, Bal Bg 539 934 
McCardell, Jac. 78 1048 134 4 tL 57 788 138 3 
Morton, Det. 78 1044 134 6 6 927 166 7 
Smith, Jac. 76 1231 162 4 55 860 156 8 
Freeman, G.B. 75 1180 15.7 14 55 775 141 7 
Thigpen, Pit. 73 1314 180 7 3 761 138 | 2 
Irvin, Dal. 73 1167 160 9 5 427 7.8 2 
Rison, K.C, 72 1092 15.2 7 54 732 136 3 
McDuffie, Mia. 72 895 124 1 54 712 132 7 
Sanders, Ariz. 71 935 132 4 Early, Buf. 53 733 138 6 
Reed, Min. 67 1117 167 6 Pickens, Cin. 52 695 134 5 
Galloway, Sea. 66 948 144 10 Levens, G.B. 52 368 7.1 5 
Harrison, Ind. 66 801 121 5 Bruce, St.L. 61,72 151 5 
K Johnson, NYJ 64 904 141 5 Stokes, S.F. 51/651 128 4 
Jackson, Bal. 62 824 133 4 Centers, Ariz, 50 377 7.5 0 
Coates, N.E. 62 709 114 8 Scott, Cin, 48 668 139 4 
R. Smith, Den. 61 1054 17.3 10 Watters, Phi. 48 440 92 0 
Dawkins, Ind, 61 738 121 2 Dudley, Oak. 47 785 167 6 
Wycheck, Ten. 61 732 120 4 Jefferson, N.E. 47 765 163 2 
Emanuel, Atl. 60 916 153 8 Penn, Chi. 47 576 123 3 
Alexander, Bal. 60 898 15.0 8 Bjornson, Dal. 47 442 94 0 


Statistics provided by STATS, Inc. through Sunday, Dec, 14. 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


No, Yds. Avg. TDs. 

Bates, Car. 41 113) 276 0 
Glenn, NYJ 25 667 267 1 
Guliford, N.O. 38 996 26.2 1 
Vanover, K.C. 49 1265 258 1 
Dunn, Cin. 19 487 256 0 
Hanspard, Atl. 37 934 252 2 
Blackwell, Pit. 30 748 24.9 1 
Meggett, N.E. 33 816 247 «60 
Hebron, Den, 38 928 244 0 
K. Williams, Ariz. 52 1251 241 0 
Milburn, Det. 54 1289 23.9 0 
Walker, Dal. 48 1131 236 0 
24 565 23.5 0 

43 1008 23.4 0 

42 983 234 1 

1025 23.3 0 

82 744 23.3 1 

22 505 23.0 4 

0 


Anthony, 22 
Thompson, StL. 47 1065 


INTERCEPTIONS 

No, Yds, Long TDs, 

McNeil, StL. Orden Vou A 
D, Williams, Sea. 8 172 44t 1 
MeNiillian, K.C, 6 212 E7t 3 
Smith, NYJ 6 158 Sit 3 
Clay, N.E. 6 109 53t 1 
A. Williams, Ariz. 6 95 42 2 
Lyle, StL. 6 93 39 (0) 
Wooten, NYG 5 146 Git 1 
Robertson, Ten. 5 127 48 0 
5 115 47t 1 

Gy 75) 39) 0) 

5 74 41 1 
5 72 68 ee 

§ 49 31 

§ 48 32 0 

5 48 26 0 

5 30 12 0 

DY 2b az, 0) 

6 15 15 0 

Sperat o2. 0 

4113 43 1 

" sacks 

Sack 

Total Yardage 

Stubblefield, S.F 15.0 99.0 
B, Smith, Buf. 14.0 97.5 
Strahan, NYG 14.0 62.0 
Randle, Min. 13.5, 93.0 
C. Smith, Att. 12.0 82.0 
Doleman, S.F. 12.0 62.5 
Boulware, Bal. 11.5 70.5 
Porcher, Det. 11.5 70.0 
10.5 65.5 

10.5 62.5 

10.5 60.0 

10.0 80,0 

10.0 79.0 

10.0 63.5 

10.0 51.0 


Net 
No. Avg, Avg, Lon: 
Royals, N.O. 84 45.9 364 6 
Tupa, N.E. 71 45.7 364 73 
Barker, Jac. 62 45.4 39.3 64 
Gardocki,Ind. 64 45,3 36.0 72 
Araguz, Oak. 87 45.3 391 63 
M. Turk, Was. 81 45.0 39.6 62 
Hentrich,G.B. 69 45.0 36.0 65 
Bennett, S.D. 83 44.6 38.1 66 
Feagles, Ariz. 87 44.2 37.4 62 
Hansen, NYJ 65 43.6 358 58 
Kidd, Mia. 47 43.2 37.1 58 
Johnson, Cin. 72 42.9 353 66 
Berger, Min. 70 429 341 65 

TOTAL YARDS 

Tot. Rush, Rec. 
Sanders, Det. 2164 1869 295 
Davis, Den. 2009 1722 287 
Bettis, Pit. 1775 «(1665 «110 
Levens, G.B. 1732 1364 «368 
Kaufman, Oak. 1692 1200 392 
Watters, Phi. 1520 1080 440 
R. Moore, Ariz. 1493 0 1493 
Martin, N.E. 1456 1160 296 
E. George, Ten. 1418 = 1874 44 
Faulk, Ind, 1400 952 448 
Thigpen, Pit. 1317 3 1314 
Dillon, Cin. 1313 1069 244 
Dunn, TB. 1303 859444 
R, Smith, Min, 1288 «491106 182 
T, Brown, Oak. 1263. 19 1244 
Moore, Det. 1254 0 1254 
E Smith, , Dal. 1253 1034 219 
1251 0 1251 
4231 0 1231 
1213 «1019 194 
1194 14 1180 
1167 0 1167 
. Harris, Chi, 1148 1033 115 
Murrell, NYJ 1134 1043 Q1 
Reed, Min. 117 0 1117 
‘Anderson, Atl. 1098 = 850 248 
Rison, K.C. 1094 2 1092 
Morton, Det. 1077 833 1044: 
R. Smith, Den, 1070 16 1054 
Abdul-Jabbar, Mia. 1060 859 201 
McCardell, Jac. 1048 0 1048 
Brown, S.D. 039 «9918 «121 
Galloway, Sea. 1020 72 948 
Warren, Sea. 1004 «748 «= -256 
Way, NYG 982 683 299 
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Teams are listed alphabetically by nickname 


ROBERT SEALE/ TSN 


NOWHERE TO HIDE: Marino's ’s fumbles 7a to 
Johnson's offseason priority: the offensive line. 


Dolphin disaster 


Ever since TSN online football analyst 
Buddy Ryan predicted the Dolphins would 
lose four of their last five games and miss the 
playoffs, Ryan has been deluged with hate 
e-mail from outraged fans. Victories over the 
Raiders and Lions made the Dolphins appear 
to be a playoff lock, but after Sunday’s 41-0 
flogging by the Colts even rabid Dolphins fans 
must admit that Ryan is on to something. 

It was the first time Miami has been shut 
out in 162 games, since a 27-0 loss at Buffalo 
in 1987. The loss also puts the team’s playoff 
future in doubt. If the Jets beat the Lions on 
Sunday, Monday night’s game against the 
Patriots will be for the AFC’s last playoff spot. 

The Colts forced two Dan Marino fumbles, 
pointing out a problem that will be coach 
Jimmy Johnson's major offseason concern. 
The offensive line can’t run block, can’t 
protect Marino and has been infected by 
rashes of drive-killing false-start penalties. 
Johnson cut former Pro Bowl guard Keith 
Sims last week. More moves are expected. 

The pass defense is suspect as well. Only 
four AFC teams were allowing more passing 
yards per game than the Dolphins heading 
into last Sunday’s game, and Jim Harbaugh 
made it worse. If the combination of 
Harbaugh-to-Ken Dilger made Miami look 
that bad, Drew Bledsoe-to-Ben Coates might 
be even more trouble. 

Coming off the second-worst performance 
of his career, Marino will face a New England 
defense that intercepted two of his passes for 
touchdowns in a Week 13 loss. Marino nearly 
brought the team back to win that game at 
Foxboro, and the Dolphins have played well 
at home all season. But even if they do end 
up with a playoff spot, a lot of questions about 
the future of the team remain. —Chris Jenkins 
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6-9 / 4th 
Replacing special player 
will be no small task 


Steve Tasker’s retirement 
creates a void the team will 
struggle to fill. Not only is 
Tasker among the best special 
teams players, he also is a 
first-class citizen and a man 
younger players look up to and learn from. The 
team continues to seek leaders and performers to 
replace quarterback Jim Kelly and center Kent 
Hull, who retired last year. Losing Tasker 
increases the urgency. ... There might be an 
upside to Tasker’s retirement. The team needs to 
focus on the future, not live in the past. The 
53-man roster includes 39 players age 27 or 
younger, so the team is not as old as some 
observers believe. Four players—Bruce Smith, 
Thurman Thomas, Andre Reed and Mark Pike— 
remain from the 1991 Super Bowl team. They 
remain solid performers but are not the team’s 
future. ... General 
GRADING OUT manager John Butler 
vs, Jacksonville accepts blame for the 
OFFENSE season’s failures, citing 


Alex Van Pelt provides a his inability to find 
spark, but once again enough talented players 
cannot finish the job. to get the job done. 
Owner Ralph Wilson 
Shuts down Jaguars’ ground ~— supports Butler and has 
game but gets bumed by given him a two-year 
Brunell's deep passes. anna: CaTaTEO, 
STRATEGY, _ Wilson lauds Butler’s 
Horrible choice of plays with ability to judge talent 
game on the line; it results and says failure to draft 


in an interception. 


impact players is more 
a product of draft position than talent evaluation. 


NO CALL TO KELLY: Team officials say they did 
not—and will not—contact Kelly about coming 
out of retirement. Rumors last week indicated 
Kelly was mulling a return. One report said the 
Ravens—coached by Kelly’s former offensive 
coordinator, Ted Marchibroda—had offered him a 
three-year contract. Kelly’s agent denies the 
Ravens have made an offer, but sources in both 
Buffalo and Baltimore say the offer is real. As 
many as five teams have called Kelly in recent 
weeks, but the Bills are not one of them. Guard 
Ruben Brown hopes Kelly will not return. “Jim’s 
time has come and gone,” Brown says. “He did 
some great things here, but we all know he was 
not himself last year. We stunk last year, too, 
with Jim.” ... Reed’s shoulder injury moves up 


-second-year player Eric Moulds in schemes at 


wide receiver. Moulds is used to the workload as 
a cog in the team’s three-receiver sets. Mitchell 
Galloway, who moves into Moulds’ role, must 
play better than he did last week. —Sal Maiorana 


BUFFALO 
PASSING Att. Comp. Pct Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


_ Even strong finish might 
_not save coaching jobs 


In his last three starts, 
quarterback Jim Harbaugh has 
completed 57-of-91 passes 
(62.9 percent) for 738 yards 
and six touchdowns with no 
interceptions. He drew 


: particular pleasure from dissecting the Dolphins 

? last Sunday. But even if the team finishes in style 
? with a victory over Minnesota Sunday, it’s 

: doubiful even a three-game winning streak can 

? save the day for coach Lindy Infante and his staff. 
: Colts’ owner Jim Irsay is on the verge of 

: finalizing a new lease with the city of 

? Indianapolis, and it will be important for him to 

: broaden his support in the corporate community. 
i That support might balk if Irsay doesn’t show he 
: will make some changes after what has been a, 

: very disappointing season. ... 
: impressive closing kick will give management 


Harbaugh’s 


something to think 
TTT ULE bout durmg the 
vs. Miami offseason. At 3-12, the 
OFFENSE team probably will be 
The team scored a in position to select 
franchise-record 31 points either Peyton Manning 
: _ in the second quarter. or Ryan Leaf in the 
Adicio certs 
; Marino was yanked and a young, expensive 
Miami went scoreless for quarterback would 


the first time in 163 games. 
STRATEGY A 
The Colts found a hole in 
Miami's defense and 
exploited it for three TDs. 


make it difficult for the 
team to keep 
Harbaugh 

at his current price tag 
($3.75 million). The 


: team might opt to seek a pay cut from 

: Harbaugh or release him, probably after the 

: June 1 deadline to ease the hit against the salary 
: cap. Injured starter Paul Justin also will have to 

: be considered in the quarterback mix. He will 

: be a restricted free agent at the end of the 

? season. 


? MAKING A STATEMENT: A defense that has been 
? erratic all season has come together in the last 

: three-games. Since allowing 391 total yards to 

i Detroit and 216 rushing yards to Barry Sanders, 
? the defense has allowed averages of 189.0 total 
: yards and 66.0 rushing yards to New England, 
: the Jets and Miami. The credit must be shared 

: by the line and the secondary. The line is getting 
: strong play from tackles Ellis Johnson and 

: Bernard Whittington and ends Dan Footman and 

: Al Fontenot. The secondary has been given an 

: unexpected boost by rookies Monty Montgomery 
: and Rico Clark. Clark has reinforced his spot on 
: the roster with aggressive play and a brash, 

: talkative approach on the field. —Mike Chappell 


INDIANAPOLIS 


PASSING Att. Pct. Yds. TD Int. Rate Sacks PASSING Att Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD int. Rate Sacks 
Collins 391-215 55.0 2367 77t_12_ «1369.5. 39. Harbaugh 282-174-617 1893 58 9 4 86.2 39 
Van Pelt 80. 37_ 46.3 429392 7 348 3 Holcomb 65 40 615 425° 41 1 5 537 9 
RUSHING Att, Yds. Avg. TD | PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Blk. PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 
A Smith 184 820 45 6. Mohr 84 3557 423 0 Gardocki 64-2898 45.3. 0 
KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD. KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Moulds: 40 874 21.9 0 Bailey 551206 21.9 6 
PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg._ TD. 
Bums. 19 161 85 0 Stablein 17133" 78" 0 
2 | SACKS: B. Smith 140, Paip 95, SACKS: Footman 10.5, E Johnson 45, 
SCORING XPMXPAFGM EAA Pts, | 2rse160 as 

om INTERCEPTIONS: Schuiz2, Burs 2, INTERCEPTIONS: Gray, omen 

Ghiste _20_20_24 30 92. | vin? Moran? Banchard__19_18_30 39 108. | Cory, Belsr 1, Alrander 1 


Statistics provided by STATS, Inc. through Sunday, Dec. 14. 


Player Pos. Team Rnd. Terrell Davis RB Den. 6th 
7 Who could have known? R Kimble Anders FB KC. , ND Mike Hollis K Jax. ND 
es | This year’s AFC Pro Bowl roster proves you don’t have to be a Bryan Barker P Jax. ND Tom Nalen C Den. 7th 
2 top draft pick to go to Honolulu. Here's a list of players, in- Blaine Bishop SS Tenn. 8th Shannon Sharpe TE Den. 7th 
5 cluding Butfalo's Bryce Paup (left), selected after the first four yp.yjo; Mark Brunell QB Jax. Sth © Michael Sinclair DE Sea, 6th 
E rounds of the NFL draft (or not at all) who are going toHawaii: drafted BenCoates TE N.E 5th Bryce Paup LB Buf. 6th 
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Motion sickness blitzes 
team’s pass defense 


The shutout loss to 
Indianapolis was not only the 
first shutout of the team in 

10 years, but also harkened to 
1995, when the team had a 
similarly dismal performance at 


the RCA Dome. In this loss, the Dolphins showed 
they have problems making reads in the 
secondary when teams go in motion and they 
are blitzing. The Colts had receivers wide open 
on each of quarterback Jim Harbaugh’s four 


GRADING OUT 
vs. Indianapolis 
OFFENSE 
In two games against the 
Colts, Marino passed for a 


total of 176 oe 


When playing pass defense, 
it’s best to actually cover the 
other team’s receivers. 
STRATEGY 

Terrible execution and emo- 
tional failure with playoffs on 
the line. A wasted afternoon, 


touchdown passes. Not 
just open, but 
completely uncovered; 
each time on a blitz. 
With quarterback Drew 
Bledsoe and New 
England’s talented 
receiving corps due in 
for a Monday night 
finale, the Dolphins 
could be looking at the 
same problems. The 
pass defense could be 
in even further disarray 
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Situation is this simple: 
It’s a one-game season 


There is little time to revel in 

last weekend's improbable turn = 
of events, because the reality of 
the season finale stares the : 
team in the face. The Jets must 
defeat the Lions to make the 


playoffs; lose and the season is over. “The 
playoffs begin in Detroit,” wide receiver 
Keyshawn Johnson says. To win, the team needs 
another sterling performance on defense and 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Tampa Bay 


OFFENSE - 
Team limited mistakes and 
survived despite two rookie 
starters on left side of line. 
DEFENSE 

Allowed lowest net yardage 
(111) since 1983 and only 


three ATE ae 


Played eight-man fronts to 
stuff Dunn and force Dilfer 
to beat them. He couldn't. 


special teams, the keys to last week’s win over 


the Buccaneers. Look 
for the offense to again 
keep things simple for 
its patched-up line. 
Tackle Kerry Jenkins 
and guard Lamont 
Burns, both rookies, 
face even greater 
pressure this week. The 


plan worked against the : 


Bucs because the team 
got ahead and didn't 
have to rely on passing. 
Coach Bill Parcells will 


if cornerback Calvin 
Jackson is out for an extended time. Jackson, 
who has flopped between right cornerback and 
free safety, had to be taken from the field on a 
stretcher in the Colts’ game with a neck injury. In 
the past four games, the Dolphins have had a 
different starting secondary because of the 
earlier position change by Jackson and injuries to 
rookie cornerback Sam Madison and safety 
Shawn Wooden. 


TIP OF THE CAP—AGAIN: The release of left guard 
Keith Sims will cost the team $1.275 million 
against the salary cap in 1998 in remaining 
signing bonus. Although not a huge problem, it is 
yet another free-agent player coach Jimmy 
Johnson has misjudged in his two seasons. In 
addition, Johnson signed since-cut wide receiver 
Fred Barnett to a contract that included a 

$2.125 million signing bonus and brought in 
safeties Corey Harris and George Teague, who 
have been relegated to backup roles in this, their 
first seasons with the team. —Jason Cole 


challenge the team to 
do something to make a difference. Another 
game with points from the defense and special 
teams might be too much to ask; another game 
with good field position and smart clock 
management is not. 


OTIS DAY: The team still is trying to figure out 
cornerback Otis Smith. After being scorched all 
season and nearly being benched, Smith enters 
the Lions game off the best performance of his 
career. There are times when Smith can turn 
games around; last week, with two interception 
returns for touchdowns, was one of them. ... It’s 
official: Rookie running back Leon Johnson is one 
of Parcells’ “guys.” Parcells has a special place for 
special teams standouts, and Johnson’s 101-yard 
kickoff return against the Bucs and an earlier 
punt-return TD have earned the coach’s 
admiration. ... Adrian Murrell is the second Jets 
back to gain 1,000 yards in consecutive seasons. 
The Jets rushed for 122 yards last week after 
totaling 63 the previous two games. —Hank Gola 


£. 
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Say bye to the bye, but 
division hopes still alive 


If the team can complete a 
sweep of the Dolphins Monday, 
it will retain the division title 
regardless of what the Jets do in 
Detroit. But the loss to the 
Steelers cost any chance of a 
first-round playoff bye and a second seed in the 
AFC playoffs. ... The statuses of receiver Terry 
Glenn and running back Curtis Martin still are 
uncertain. Glenn has missed the last five games: 
with a hamstring injury after missing two earlier 
ames with a sprained 
TMM nite. Martin, the worst 
possible absentee for 
the offense, has missed 
the last two games with 
a separated shoulder. ... 
Even when Martin was 
playing, the running 


vs. Pittsburgh 


OFFENSE 
if it weren't for two INTs and 
Meggett, they might never 


have ae to the end zone, 


They stuffed the Bus but game was sporadic. 
missed sacks on three key Without him, it has 

rays been invisible. The 
team had 55 yards on 
20 carries in a win at 
Jacksonville and only 
42 yards on 18 carries 
in the overtime loss to Pittsburgh. The team had 
a 21-13 lead late in the fourth quarter but 
couldn't run out the clock because the running- 
game-by-committee didn’t work. Marrio Grier did 
the first- and second-down running with David 
Meggett handling third down. 


MARTIN TO MEGGETT: If Martin is still out this 
week, Meggett takes over on a full-time basis. 
Grier doesn’t have the speed to be effective. 
Derrick Cullors has fumbled twice on 12 carries, 
so coaches are hesitant to make him the man, 
although he's the best pure running back behind 
Martin. He has the best speed and decent 
elusiveness. 


SCREEN SCENE: A big problem has been 
defending the screen pass. The Steelers broke a 
41-yard screen to Courtney Hawkins to set up the 
winning field goal as well as a 45-yarder that 
was nullified. The interior defensive linemen 
were late covering the receiver when they first 
got the ball. —Kevin Mannix 


NEW ENGLAND 


The late INT cost a chance 
at winning the season's 
most important game. 


PASSING Att Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks PASSING Atk Comp. Pot. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 
Marino 504 201_67.7 4505. 65.15. 10608 16 O'Donnel 425238660 2504 7017 6 81641. Bledsoe 495296 59.7 35337628 14 686 28 
Erickson 28 *13. 464165 270.1 S042 Foley 97 56 57.7 705 3st 3 1 865 3 Zolek 9 6 667 67 at 2 0 1282 0 
RUSHING AM. Yds. Avg. TD. | PUNTING No. Yds.ivg, Blk. PUNTING No. Yds.Avg. Blk. PUNTING No. ¥ds.Avg. Bik. 
Auabbar 270 8893215. | Kes 47 2029 4320 Murell 288-1043. 3.6 6. | Hansen 65 2822 43.6 1 Martin 274116042 4 | Tuya 719243 45:71 
pikes 63180292 L Johnson 44148342 Grier 32. 7323 0 

; KO RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD Grer__$2_7 230 | KORETURNS No. Yds.Avg. 1D 
McPhail 16143691 | SORE otis tia. 10 inden 1864360 | OR 12.40: 4a. Tt Cullors 4272 60 0 Ho. teefe 8 
PEReHtE ae Bee tee | PUNT-RETURNS No.Yds.Avg._ TD a ea o-—1D- | PUNT RETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD as SDT tig | PUNTRETURNS No. Yds.Avg. TD 
Drayton 38549144 4 | oMan____ 26. 273.105 0 Chrebet 5A 79213.6.,3 | Eomson 46h 5bI126 4 Jefferson 47765163 2 | Meggett 41447 109 0. 
McPhail 31_247 8.0 1 | SACKS; Bowens 5.0, Taylor 5.0, Graham__40_516 1292 | SACKS: Lewis 8.0, Dougls 4.0, Brown 4i 607 14.8 6 | SACKS: Slade 9.0, Thomas 7.0, 
SCORING XPMIXPA FGM FGA Pts, files Se Bees SCORING XPMXPAFGM EGA Pts, | J0"S30.Lie30. 2 Martin 4) 296 7.2 1 | Jones 4.0) Wheeler 4.0, Bruschi 4.0, 
Mare 33.33 26 33 111 INTERCE! juckley 3, Teague 2, Hall 40 11 INTERCEPTIONS: Smith 6, Mickens 4, INTERCEPTIONS: Clay 6, Law 3, 
More __$3. 9328 38.111 Wooden 2. fl __$8 $527 AD I6 | Groen SCORING — AP APES ES EAS | Moore 2, Whigham 2 Hitchcock 2 
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Always use seat belts. Remember a backseat is the safest place for children. treadli 
*Excludes Crew Cabs. 1J.D. Power and Associates 1995-1997 Automotive Performance, Execution, and Layout Studies 1997 study based on 29.187 consumer responses. “=-=*==*=—= 
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At The New Dodge, our door is always 
open to new ideas. That's why now, in addi- 
tion to Dodge Ram’s legendary Magnum® 
power and 4x4 guts, you can get doors, 
doors, doors, doors galore. 

It’s the new Dodge Ram 4x4 Quad Cab™ 
The very first extended-cab pickup ever with 
four doors? 

Why four? For wide open, easy access 

to the roomy, even more ergonomic interior, 
and the big, comfortable backseat. For easier 
loading and unloading of tools, cargo, people 


and/or whatever else you might want to take 
along for the ride. And just because we think 
it’s a darn good idea. The kind people expect 
us to have these days. 
The new 4x4 Quad Cab. Part of the 
proud Ram family that’s been ranked by 
J.D. Power and Associates as the “Most 
Appealing Full-Size Pickup” for the third 
year in a row: Continuing its reign as the 
only full-size pickup ever to hold the honor. 
Anyone care to predict a fourth in honor 
of our new four-door? 


The New Dodge 


For more info, call 1-800-4-A-DODGE, or visit our Web site at www-4adodge.coin 
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RUNNING ON EMPTY? Oft-injured Carter has 
never lived up to the Bengals’ expectations. 


Bengal busts 


If their careers ended today, they would go 
down as two of NFUs biggest draft busts. 

The lack of progress of defensive lineman 
Dan Wilkinson and tailback Ki-Jana Carter is 
a major reason the Bengals have been one of 
the NFLs most disappointing teams in 1997. 

How could the No. 1 overall picks of the 
1994 (Wilkinson) and 1995 (Carter) drafts 
disintegrate into such non-producers, non- 
factors and non-entities? Actually, it’s simple. 
Spoiled by mega-contracts, neither of these 
immature players has what it takes: heart, 

Carter, at least, has an excuse. He has been 
injured—and unlucky. He blew out his left 
knee as a rookie and suffered a torn rotator 
cuff in his left shoulder this year that will 
require surgery. He has regained most of his 
speed from the knee injury and should double 
his ’96 output of 264 rushing yards, but in 
trying to play through his bum shoulder he 
has favored it, lost concentration and fumbled 
too much. 

As for Wilkinson, there's no excuse. He’s 
6-5, 313—and pillow soft. Through 14 games, 
he had 32 tackles (22 solos). At that pace, he 
will make roughly $46,000 per stop this 
season. The next Bruce Smith? Hardly. 

In the past couple of months, Wilkinson 
has: 1.) Blasted teammates after an 
embarrassing loss at Baltimore; 2.) claimed he 
wants no part of a rebuilding process; and 3.) 
announced he has “always hated Cincinnati” 
because “the people seem to be prejudiced, 
uptight and stiff.” 

Nice talk from a captain in his contract 
year, Wilkinson definitely wants out of town, 
and somebody will surely snap up a guy so 
young (24) and large. The Bengals should say, 
“good riddance” and move on. —Chick Ludwig 
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Great Scott has become 
more than slim Pickens 


Now that he is No. 1, wide 
receiver Darnay Scott is acting— 
and playing—like it. Scott and 
most of his teammates relied 
too heavily on Carl Pickens. But 
in the wake of Pickens’ season- 
ending groin injury, Scott has become a force, 
running precise routes, making good catches and 
showing toughness. Suddenly, his concentration 
is there. It’s a welcome sign for a team that 
wishes the season was just getting started 
because it is playing so well. Quarterback Boomer 
Esiason has demanded consistent excellence 
from his wideouts and offensive line—and he’s 
getting it. His teammates knew of Esiason’s 
impressive past but figured, because he agreed to 
be Jeff Blake's backup, he was over the hill. Now 
that he’s showing he still has what it takes to get 
the job done, Esiason has been enthusiastically 
embraced b: 
UT teammates oa both 
vs. Dallas sides of the ball. He has 
OFFENSE l gotten everyone 
“Marshal” Dillon ruled again. involved in the offense, 
Now he's inthe 1,000-yatrd and everyone wants a 
rushing club. piece of his success. 
That includes bruising 
running back Corey 
Dillon, a rookie who 


Bend-but-don't-break 
philosophy helped the 


Bengals survive. is taking his success in 
Coreys did the job—Dillon eae acne 


on offense, Sawyer on 


nevenaal the team’s needs first. 


That's a welcome sign 
for the future of the franchise. 


LOST AND FOUND: The team finally has found a 
right cornerback. He is four-year veteran Corey 
Sawyer. The team looked long and hard at 
Jimmy Spencer and Tito Paul. Sawyer carries a 
haunting label for a difficult position: tortoise- 
slow. But he is a playmaker who saved a victory 
over the Cowboys with two interceptions. Troy 
Aikman picked on him all day, but Sawyer 
burned Dallas twice with his ability to read, 
anticipate and react. Left cornerback Ashley 
Ambrose showed his heart, too, playing the final 
two series with a broken thumb. 


MADE IN THE SHADE: The defense would be lost 
without strong safety Sam Shade. He emerged in 
early October as a replacement for injured 
rookie starter Tremain Mack and has been 
sensational, covering the field and rocking 
running backs and receivers. He’s a quiet leader, 
the glue holding the much-maligned defensive 
backfield together. —Chick Ludwig 


CINCINNATI 


iu To make a playoff run, 
_ team must run better 


The team is in the playoffs, 
and it iooks as if it will play at 
Denver. That would be a 
rematch of the AFC divisional 
game last January when the 
Jaguars beat the Broncos 
30-27. “This secures us a spot in the big dance,” 


i guard,Ben Coleman says. “Now that we're there, 


we don't care if we're one, two, three, four, five 


: or six. Once you're in there anything can 


happen.” The Jaguars insist they must run the 
ball better to be a factor in the playoffs, but 


i those efforts took a serious blow when center 


Michael Cheever was placed on injured reserve 


: with a disk problem in his lower back. Cheever, 


who took over as the team’s starter from Dave 
Widell in the ninth game, was developing into a 
solid run blocker. Widell is a better pass 


protector, which could lead teams to load up 


inside again8t him to 


COU stop the run 

vs. Buffalo Although the ‘team is in 
OFFENSE the playoffs and has 
The passing game was atits © won a franchise-high 


best, but the run game is far 
from playoff-caliber. 


10 games, the team is 
by no means satisfied. 
Whereas this team was 


Blitzes keyed defense early, happy to get in a year 


frustrating Todd Collins. But 


fun defense male 


Move to attack on both sides 
of ball was good. Offense 
needs to’be more vertical. 


ago, that’s not good 
enough anymore. “We 
expect to be there,” 
says wide receiver 
Keenan McCardell. Says 


wide receiver Jimmy 
Smith: “Our goals are a lot higher.” 


LOOKING DOWNFIELD: After not having a pass 
play longer than 27 yards in their loss to the 
Patriots, the Jaguars made a concerted effort 
against the Bills to get the ball down the field. 
On their first offensive play, Mark Brunell hit 
McCardell for 60 yards, That helped open up the 
passing game as Brunell threw for 317 yards— 
tying his season high. Look for the team to 
continue to try and go outside and deep to open 
up the intermediate stuff on the inside. After a 
slow start, McCardell now leads the team in 
catches with 78, two ahead of Smith. Smith is 
getting a lot of doubles on the outside, which has 
led McCardell to put up some big numbers lately. 

The team has been devastated by injuries, and 
maybe with a playoff berth secure, it’s time to 
rest some banged up people. It won't be like 
most teams, though. Coach Tom Coughlin is a big 
believer in momentum at this time of the year, 
and thinks winning is far more important than 
resting people. —Pete Prisco 
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Sait as 668 18 Myers 2319484 0 34 400 1180 
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Palfrey 40" 41 11 15. 73. : 
Pet a AE Ae 3, Francis 1, Orlando 1, Spencer 1. nie See ea. Hudson 3, 
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Rookies will be tested 


despiy .500 opportunity 


The team would love to finish 
with a .500 record, but it also 


players who did not see the 
field that often early in the 
season. Rookie receivers 
Derrick Mason and Isaac Byrd and rookie 
cornerback George McCullough all got more 
playing time than usual against the Ravens and 
figure to see even more in the season finale 
against the Steelers. Mason has seen return duty, 
but he will be a significant part of the three- 
receiver set in the final game. Byrd, who was 
signed late in the season off the Chiefs’ practice 
squad, intrigues the team because he is 
aggressive when the ball is in the air.'But he is 


still an unknown quantity. With Mason, Byrd and 
rookie Joey Kent earning late-season roster spots, 


the future of veteran Derek Russell is hazy. 


GRADING OUT 
vs. Baltimore camp, broke his 
collarbone the first 
week back and never 
caught up. He was 
supposed to be the 
go-to guy across the 


middle, but he has 


OFFENSE 
The numbers look good, fat 
still too many dropped 


passes, penalties, turnovers. 


A good effort, although the 
Oilers had trouble defending 


the pass in the red zone. since October 12, 


wants to look at some younger 


Russell renegotiated his 
contract during training 


made only five catches 


6-8-1 / 4th 


Quarterback controversy 
is brewing in Baltimore 


The team has a problem on its 
hands if third-year quarterback 


a 3s the starter. Zeier completed 

BC ]] 13-0f'18 passes for 204 yards 
and three touchdowns in a 

21-19 win over the Oilers last Sunday. Zeier has 
won the last two games. Quarterback Vinny 
Testaverde is disappointed with the decision to 
start Zeier. Testaverde has three years left on a 
contract worth $4 million in 1998 ($1.5 million 
guaranteed), $5 million in 1999 and $6 million 
in 2000. Testaverde met recently with owner 
Art Modell for nearly an hour but left the 
meeting with his status for the 1998 season 
undetermined. ... Starting defensive tackle Tony 
Siragusa may miss the last game of the season 
because of a fractured finger. If Siragusa can’t 
play, Larry Webster will start in his place. 


Webster doesn’t 
GRADING OUT provide the bulk of 
vs. Tennessee Siragusa in the middle 


but runs better and is 
more of a physical . 
specimen. Webster had 
five tackles against the 
Oilers last Sunday 


OFFENSE , 
Eric Zeier’s mobility gives 
the offense a chance to 
make big plays. 


Eric Zeier continues to play well 


Steelers 


By coming from behind, 
team is headed for bye « 


The team has all but clinched 
the division title and a first- 
round bye, thanks to the ability 
to overcome big deficits and 
PT] win overtime games. It has won 
two in a row against elite AFC 
teams, three overtime games and six times after 
allowing opponents a big first-half lead. If the 
team doesn't lose by 64 or more points at 
Tennessee, the Steelers will secure a fourth 
consecutive division title, the fifth in six seasons 
under Bill Cowher, and a first-round bye. ... With 
the bye basically in hand, the team likes its 
chances to get to the Super Bowl. Last year’s 
first-round win over the Colts is a reminder of 
why the bye is so important. Running back 
Jerome Bettis, injured in that game, was 
ineffective the next week as the team was 
trounced at New England. Bettis, the AFC's No. 
2 rusher, has hada 
sore hand, ribs and 
back but says he is fine. 
Compared to last year, 
he is; Bettis played the 
final two weeks of the 
1996 season with an 
ankle swollen “as big as 
a house,” he says, and 
admits he was not 
effective down the 


GRADING OUT 


vs. New England 


OFFENSE } 
Bus backfires, but Kordell 


Stewart comes up with big 
throws on critical downs, 
No team makes better 
halftime adjustments. 
Comeback record is proof. 
STRATEGY 


STRATEGY is 


Game plan looked good, but 
execution left something to 
be desired. 


“It’s time to see what 
these younger guys can 
do,” coach Jeff Fisher 
says, “They need to get 


some reps.” The play of the three young 


receivers could determine how active the team is 


in the free-agent market. 


BIG TARGET: Guard Kevin Donnalley, who can 
become an unrestricted free agent, will get a lot 
of offseason attention from the team. Donnalley 
has improved every year and he teams with 
tackle Jon Runyan to give the team a powerful 
right side of the line with a long-term upside. 
Donnalley also has a quality locker-room 
presence and a good work ethic. He has started 
every game over the last three seasons. ... 
Comerback Steve Jackson will undergo ankle 
surgery to fix a torn tendon and clean up some 
bone spurs when the season ends. Jackson was 
not active for the Ravens game. .., The team has 
added more passing to its game plan to force 
opponents out of their eight-man fronts, The 


strategy worked quite well against the Ravens as 


Eddie George found room up the middle for 70 
yards in the first quarter and a total of 129 in 
the game. —Jeff Legwold 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


Defensive line gave the while filling in for 
guttiest performance of the Siragusa despite 

year, Great effort. wy Playing with an 
/STRATEGY G+] assortment of injuries. 
Received help from a team .. Although bothered 


that couldn't decide if it was 


tunning or passing. by a knee ailment, 


defensive end Michael 
McCrary continues to have a fine season and be 
one of the best free-agent acquisitions. He has 
nine sacks and is third on the team in tackles 
with 73. Rookie Jay Graham, who may be the 
team’s running back of the future, has not been 
able to shake an ankle injury since winning the 
starting job four weeks ago. The team would 


like to know more about Graham’s ability before 


going into the offseason, but he did not play 
Sunday. 


OGDEN HAS THE LAST LAUGH: The team took a lot 
of criticism in 1996 for signing left offensive 
tackle Jonathan Ogden to a seven-year, 

$15.5 million contract that included a buyback 
clause, but it seems to have paid off. Ogden was 


selected to the AFC Pro Bowl team. He has given 


up only one sack this season. ... The team seems 
to have found a legitimate hitter in rookie safety 
Ralph Staten, who has started the past two 
games. He had six tackles against the Oilers and 
twice belted Eddie George so hard that George 
had to leave the game. —Mike Preston 


BALTIMORE 


PASSING _Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 


What a call—defensive end 
loops into pass coverage, 
gets key interception, 


stretch. An 80-yard 
game against the 
Patriots shows Bettis is 
ready this time. 


GOING BOWLING: Of the team’s NFL-best six Pro 
Bowl starters, nose tackle Joel Steed holds 
highest esteem in the locker room. When the 
starters were announced, “his teammates were 
more excited than he was,” Cowher says. Steed 
anchors the NFUs No. 1 run defense. His stats— 
46 tackles, one sack, one fumble recovery—aren’t 
great, but he often faces double teams. ... Like 
Steed, Yancey Thigpen figures to profit from a Pro 
Bowl berth. Both players will be unrestricted free 
agents. Thigpen is having his best season with 
1,314 receiving yards, ... Bettis is the seventh 
player in Pro Bowl history to be named at least 
twice in both conferences. ... Jamain Stephens, a 
‘96 No. 1 pick, made his first NFL start Saturday 
in place of injured right tackle Justin Strzelczyk 
(calf). But Stephens sprained an ankle in the first 
half and was replaced by Jim Sweeney, who 
played so well he was awarded a game ball. 
Strzelezyk won't play at Tennessee so that he will 
be well rested for the playoffs, and Sweeney 
should start in his place. —Gerry Dulac 


PITTSBURGH 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks. 


McNair 389206 53.0 2563 55t_ 14 12 72.8 29 


Testaverde 470-271 57.7 2971 Sat 1815 75.9 20 


Stewart 424-230 54.2 2933 69 2116 769 20 
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NO. 4: Kitna’s first NFL TD pass was caught by 
Joey Galloway, beginning Seattle’s comeback. 


The future 
is now 


Warren Moon says the best way to evaluate 
a young quarterback is how well he bounces 
back from adversity. Jon Kitna is a master of 
that trait. 

In his first exhibition game last summer, 
Kitna—the Seahawks’ quarterback of the 
future—was hit from the blindside because a 
young tackle missed his block. He fumbled 
the ball, and it was returned for a touchdown. 
Kitna then retumed to complete 11 straight 
passes. 

Kitna’s first regular-season start came last 
Sunday, against the Raiders. All he did was 
complete 23-of-37 passes for 283 yards and 
rally the Seahawks from an 18-point deficit to 
a 22-21 victory. 

“Jon was poised and confident in there,” 
said wide receiver Mike Pritchard, who caught 
five passes for 98 yards, “He was having fun.” 

All day, Kitna kept his undermanned, 
overworked, beaten-up offensive line loose by 
barking out instructions. Several times, Kitna 
told his blockers to keep the arms of 
defensive linemen out of his passing lanes. 

“Anything else you want, Kit, while we're at 
it,” guard Pete Kendall yelled back once, 
suggesting that maybe they could bring him a 
drink or a sandwich while they were at it. 

Kitna, 25, caught the eye of Seahawks 
coach Dennis Erickson while Erickson was 
watching his nephew play at Central 
Washington, an NAIA school. The Seahawks 
signed Kitna as a free agent, and he led 
Barcelona to the 1997 World League 
championship. 

“Jon Kitna is very competitive, and he’s got 
a tremendous knowledge of the game of 
football,” Erickson said. —John Clayton 
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11-3 / 2nd f ; 
Dropped passes impair 
defensive game, too 


The offense continues to pile 
up points, but coach Mike 
Shanahan is frustrated with his 
receiving corps. Receivers are 
dropping passes at an alarming 
rate, which hurts on two fronts. 
It costs the team points, but it also hurts the 
defense, since the drops kill drives and give the 
ball to the opponent. By Shanahan’s count, 
receivers, including Rod Smith and Shannon 
Sharpe, dropped 11 passes at Pittsburgh, three’ of 
which would have gained 130 yards. ... 

The all-important home-field advantage for the 
playoffs is all but lost for a team that is 21-3 at 
home under Shanahan, 11-12 on the road. ... The 
defensive line is beat up, with each of the four 
starters playing through injuries. The biggest 
concern is Maa Tanuvasa, who has emerged as a 
force against the run and as a pass rusher. At 


277 pounds, Tanuvasa 
GRADING OUT y 


is one of the league’s 


vs. Season to date quickest linemen, but 
OFFENSE he has been hobbling 
With 46 TDs after 14 on a sprained ankle. 
games, John Elway has his The pass rush is almost 


most potent offense yet. 
DEFENSE : 
With injury-riddled line, run 
defense isn't the stuff of a 
Super Bow! team. 
STRATEGY 

Dropped passes, not play- 
calling, have been costly for 
offense and defense. 


non-existent without 
him, since opponents 
can double-team Neil 
Smith or Alfred 
Williams. And the run 
defense is suspect 
minus Tanuvasa in the 
middle. Foes averaged 
5.7 yards per carry 
before he replaced Michael Dean Perry. With 
Tanuvasa at right tackle, it dropped to 3.9. Sure 
enough, when he sat against the Steelers, they 
ran for 186 yards. 


BRISTER NO, 2: As usual, John Elway hasn't 
missed a start. But if Elway were to get hurt, 
Bubby Brister would get the call. Brister had been 
the No. 3 quarterback but, with the playoffs 
looming, he moved ahead of Jeff Lewis last week 
because of his experience. But if Elway retires, 
Lewis could be the team’s best option for next 
season since there are no appealing names in the 
free-agent class of quarterbacks. Among those 
who will be available are Kent Graham, Erik 
Kramer, Rodney Peete and Ty Detmer. 


BUDGET TALKS: Most of the free-agent budget is 
likely to be used on a top defensive tackle. The 
available list could include Dana Stubblefield, 
whom Shanahan knows from his 49ers days; Eric 
Swann, whom the team tried to trade for two 
years ago; and John Randle. —/im Armstrong 


4-11 / T 4th ° 


Forget Seifert rumors— 


coach, G.M. will return 


Team president Dean Spanos 
dismisses reports that coach 
Kevin Gilbride and G.M. Bobby 
Beathard will be dumped at 
season’s end. Both will be 
back, despite the team’s worst 


: season since 1991. There’s no truth the team is 
: pursuing former 49ers coach George Seifert to 

! succeed Gilbride, Spanos says. “That George 

: Seifert thing is a bunch of crap,” Spanos says. 


“There is absolutely no truth to that.” Gilbride, 


: who replaced Bobby Ross last January, deserves 


more than one season, Spanos says. Offense is 
Gilbride’s forte, but he has not been able to get 


: key people on the field often enough. Injuries 
: knocked out quarterbacks Stan Humphries 


(concussion) and Jim Everett (elbow), running 


: back Terrell Fletcher (nee) and kicker John 


Carney (knee). In 10 of the 15 games, the offense 
has scored one 
TERM) touchdown or less. ... 
vs. Kansas City It’s hard to imagine 
OFFENSE Beathard being asked 
The blame here sits with the to leave, and he says 
big boys up front: The line he has no interest in a 
allowed seven sacks. potential Seattle job. ... 


DEFENSE At least the team will 
The Chargers wanted to have a top-six pick in 
stop'ground game, but the the 1998 draft, 

Chiefs rushed for 131 yards Quarterback gets 


STRATEGY 

It was imperative the 
Chargers establish the run, 
but they had only 63 yards, 


priority, Spanos says. 
Humphries won't 
decide on his future 
until mid-January, but 


: few on the team expect him to return. Since 
: Humphries was injured on November 2, the 
: team has not won. Craig Whelihan is 0-6 with 
: nine interceptions, and Todd Philcox has been 
: little better. 


MORE ACHES: The team might be without its best 


i player for the season finale at Denver. All-Pro 


linebacker Junior Seau re-injured his left knee in 
the Chiefs game, the same knee that was 
surgically repaired in August and caused him to 
miss the season opener. Seau is far from 100 


: percent and faces tests on his sore knee. If Seau 


can't go, the team would insert rookie Toran 


: James into the lineup. Giving a rookie his first 
: start against a running attack led by Terrell Davis 
i isn’t an attractive proposition. James would be 


the team’s third different starter at middle 


: linebacker; Kurt Gouveia suffered a season-ending 


neck injury in October. ... Cornerback Dwayne 
Harper (hamstring) isn’t expected to play against 


: the Broncos, which means rookie Paul Bradford 
: will start. —/ay Paris 


SAN DIEGO 
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INTERCEPTIONS: Harper 2, Jackson 2, 
Harrison 2; Bradtord2, 


‘SCORING XPMXPA FGM FGA Pts, 
G.Davis 2122 18 23 75 


12-3 / ist 


Investment in McMillian 
has netted big returns 


Nickel back Mark MeMillian 
doesn't fit the physical, bump- 
and-run mold of starting 
corners James Hasty and Dale 
Carter, both of whom earned 
~ Pro Bow! selections last week. 
But his six interceptions say he is doing 
something right. His style? He hangs back, 
backpedals with a safe cushion between he and 
the receiver, then closes at precisely the right 
time for interceptions. He says he has a good 
look at the quarterback and the receiver with 
that approach. McMillian, signed as a free agent 
in the offseason, has made the whole process 
look easy while returning three of six picks for 
TDs, one shy of the NFL record. ... Andre Rison, 
who will be making his fifth trip to the Pro 
Bowl, is the only Chief selected who wasn’t with 
the team in 1996. Rison has been among the 
AFC leaders in 
GRADING OUT receptions and yardage 
vs. San Diego all season. He is the 
OFFENSE impact player the team 
Ground game stalls, forcing © hoped it had signed. 
the long pass, Thank good- 


He has been a 

ness for pass interference. consistent weapon and 
given the offense a 
quick-strike capability, 
something it had sorely 
lacked in recent years. 
As far as what he has 
meant to the air attack, 
Rison is the first Chief 
to go over 1,000 yards 


10 games without allowing a 
second-half TD, and a 
season-high seven sacks. 
STRATEGY 

Running didn't work. 
Throwing long against a 
depleted secondary did. 


receiving since 1990. 


ELVIS SIGHTING: Elvis Grbac, whose workload has 
increased the past two weeks, probably will be 
available for the season finale against New 
Orleans, If the Chiefs maintain home-field 
advantage, he will have three weeks to 
reacquaint himself with his offense before the 
playoff opener, which potentially could be a 
second-round matchup with the Broncos. 


PICKING UP THE SLACK: Terry Wooden could be a 
starter for the final home game if Anthony Davis’ 
sprained right ankle prevents him from playing. 
Wooden started at strongside linebacker before 
Wayne Simmons took over. Wooden filled in for 
Davis in the second half against the Chargers, 
producing seven tackles and a sack. ... Fullback 
Donnell Bennett, who has been the team’s most 
dangerous back in the last seven games, also is 
hobbled with a sprained ankle. Marcus Allen will 
pick up the slack in the running game when the 
team lines up in a one-back set. —Luciana Chavez 


4-11 / Sth 


Is it going to be one year 
and out for Joe Bugel? 


Coach Joe Bugel seems to have 
lost control of the players—a 

* — strong sign of his impending 
— departure. Don’t be surprised if 
/ Al Davis fires Bugel soon after 
the season. Beyond the team’s 
epic struggles on the field, Bugel continues to 


_ lose credibility in the locker room. He created 


problems earlier this season by clumsily 
relegating several respected veterans to inactive 
status. Then, the players began to tune out his 
cliche-filled speeches. But the tension reached 
new heights during a tumultuous team meeting 
last week, when Bugel berated selected players 
for their candor with the media. Several of them 
loudly objected to Bugel’s tirade, prompting the 
meeting to degenerate into utter chaos. Bugel 
landed his job largely on the recommendation of 
players, but this episode illustrates how 


drastically things have 
TRUM changed. ... Tim Brown 


us. Seattle no doubt contributed to : 

aaa the frayed nerves with 
Jeff George has been his criticism of the play- : 
sacked 17 timesin the last calling after the team’s = 
three games. recent loss to Kansas 
DEFENSE City. Brown questioned 
They played well in the first the direction of the 

half, but they could not stop = offense and vowed to 

Jon Kitna in the second half. change plays in the 
huddle, if necessary. He 
The Raiders strangely called later declared his 


a passing play on fourth- 


and-one late in the game. satisfaction with the 


game plan for last 
Sunday's game against Seattle, but the damage 
was done. Offensive coordinator Ray Perkins also 
could lose his job because of this disastrous 
season. 


PRO BOWL MIRAGE: Brown’s selection to the Pro 
Bowl makes perfect sense, but defensive tackle 
Chester McGlockton landed his berth on 
reputation alone. He is having an ordinary 
season, at best. McGlockton has only 4'%4 sacks 
and plays on the league's worst defense. He will 
head to Honolulu for the fourth consecutive 
year, in part because of the descent of players 
such as Seattle’s Cortez Kennedy (injured) and 
Denver's Michael Dean Perry (demoted). 
McGlockton’s days with the team are probably 


over. He could become an unrestricted free agent 


in the offseason, unless the team designates him 
its franchise player. The team should let 
McGlockton go and move Darrell Russell from 
end to tackle, his natural position. This is a 
logical move to start the reshaping of an 
underachieving defensive line. —Ron Kroichick 


QAKLAND 


Rookie Kitna impressive, 
but moon starts finale 


Third-string quarterback Jon 
Kitna received favorable 
reviews for his first NFL game. 
Considered the quarterback of 
* the future} Kitna has good 
mobility and a good arm, the 
perfect combination for a team that has lost its 
ability to block on passing downs. Using short 
passes, he brought the team from an 18-point 
deficit to beat the Raiders last Sunday, an 
amazing accomplishment considering the health 
of the offensive line, formerly one of the best 
pass-blocking units in the NFL. It is down two 
regulars (right guard Derrick Graham and right 
tackle Howard Ballard), and each of the other 
starters is playing with either knee or ankle 
injuries. Coach Dennis Erickson plans to start 
quarterback Warren Moon in the season finale 
against San Francisco, as long as his ribs @ren’t 
too sore. ... The team 


CUT tM ml will have to make sure 
vs, Oakland Ballard returns next 
OFFENSE fy year because Grant 
Kitna showed great poise Williams isn’t ready to 
and made itfun byrunning replace him. Williams 
around and making plays. did a nice job early in 
the season filling in for 
Showed great tenacity in Walter Jones at left 
holding the Raiders pointless tackle while he rested 


in the second half. sore ankles. Williams, 
STRATEGY playing on a sore hip 
May have stumbled upon and a bad ankle, got 


something by using a lot ‘ 

more eon routes. aie aes a 
took over for the injured Ballard. He lost the 
right tackle job to James Atkins. Williams looks 
like a good prospect but not yet good enough to 
replace the dependable Ballard. 


FROZEN OUT: John Friesz’s disappointing season 
got even worse when he had to finish the season 
as a scout team quarterback and the third 
quarterback during games. The former starter 
has to wonder whether the team will keep him. 
To prevent Moon from retiring, the team likely 
will have to increase his salary. Kitna probably 
will be pushed as the backup. 


GETTING A KICK: With his second game-winning 
field goal in three seasons, Todd Peterson may 
have saved his job. He’s 2-for-4 in game winners 
but hadn't made one since 1995. Peterson is a 
restricted free agent after the season, but 
Erickson had so little faith, he almost cut him a 
couple of times in the past month. Peterson is 
21-for-27 this season, but the Oakland game will 
do a lot for his confidence. —John Clayton 
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DOUG PENSINGER/ALLSPORT 


IN THE ZONE: Sehorn intercepted two passes 
against the Redskins, returning one for a score. 
e e 
Giant revival 

The Giants have been dormant for much of 
the 90s, but as the team reawakened this 
_ season, fans recognized a familiar story line 
from the ’80s; a dominant, ornery, big-play 
defense. 

After the team started 1-3, rookie coach 
Jim Fassel realized his best chance to win in 
1997 would be to avoid mistakes on offense 
and not take games out of the hands of his 
defense. It has worked. 

“Our defense has been magnificent,” Fassel 
said after the Giants clinched their first NFC 
East title since 1990 with last Saturday's win 
over Washington. “They've played so well all 
year long. They have just stepped up all the 
time.” 

Besides the division title, the other 
validation came when linebacker Jessie 
Armstead and defensive end Michael Strahan 
were named to the Pro Bowl, the first Giants 
defenders so honored since Lawrence Taylor, 
Pepper Johnson and Erik Howard in ’90, the 
season the Giants won Super Bowl XXV. 

Armstead is the Giants’ emotional leader on 
and off the field. But many others, such as. 
Strahan, tackles Robert Harris and Keith 
Hamilton, and cornerbacks Jason Sehorn and 
Phillippi Sparks, have played key roles as well. 

Sehorn, perhaps the best athlete on the 
team, rarely has passes thrown in his 
direction, but he capped the win over 
Washington with a 35-yard return of an 
interception for a score. He held Michael 
Westbrook without a reception. 

The best news for the team is the defensive 
unit is young and mostly under contract. 
Outgoing general manager George Young has 
locked up all the key players with multiyear 
deals. The only starter not under contract for 
1998 is free safety Tito Wooten. —Neil Best 
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3-12 / Sth 
You can point the blame 


at the secondary, too 


Most of the fingers for a far 


worse than expected season 
have been pointed at the 
e> . offense, but the defense has 
been less than impressive. Case 
~ in point: last Sunday's loss to 
the Saints. The manner in which the secondary 
gave up yards to Billy Joe Hobert, who hasn't 
been around long enough to know all of his 
teammates’ names, was appalling. A veteran 
quarterback such as Hobert or the Falcons’ Chris 
Chandler knows a feast when he sees one, and 
foes have been picking on rookie cornerbacks 
Tom Knight and Ty Howard with the long ball. The 
youngsters can expect more of the same from the 
Falcons, who are making a late-season surge. On 
the opposite side, few foes want to challenge 
Aeneas Williams, who will start in the Pro Bowl 
for the fourth year. Why would they when the 


rookies alternately give 
GRADING OUT 


up big plays? The loss 
vs. New Orleans at New Orleans was a 
OFFENSE 


perfect example. The 


After a strong start, nothing. © most embarrassing play 
The pattern: Run, pass, was Knight allowing 
pass, punt. fellow rookie Keith 
DEFENSE Poole to make his first 
Billy Joe Hobert made them pro grab—a 49-yarder— 


look like rookies —which 
some of them are. 
STRATEGY 

Plummer was hot early, but 
a running game was used. 
Then Plummer cooled. 


as Hobert completed 
11 of his first 12 passes 
in the second half. 
Knight and Howard 
came into the league 
with reputations as 
strong cover corners, and they might turn out to 
be yet, if their initial experiences in the pros 
don’t scar them for life. 


RUNNING TO OBLIVION: Ron Moore got his second 
start at tailback and, with 22 carries, his first real 
opportunity to get into rhythm as a lead ball 
carrier. In gaining 79 yards, he showed strength, 
acceleration and hard running, but he doesn't 
have the speed to get around the corners. So 
though this late-season audition might win him a 
spot on the training camp-roster, it won't take the 
club out of the market for a back. 


IN-VINCE-ABLE? Coach Vince Tobin has three 
years remaining on his contract, but with a 3-13 
mark a possibility, he could be in trouble. Bill 
Bidwill isn’t big on buying out contracts, which 
might be Tobin’s saving grace. But with rookie 
quarterback Jake Plummer on board, the club 
must make certain that it is under the direction 


” of someone who knows how to win and can get 


the most out of his potential. —Lee Shappell 


ARIZONA 


6-9 / 4th 


Losing isn’t such a bad” 
idea in season finale 


This is no time to produce any 
heroic efforts, going into the 
season finale against the Giants 
with nothing to gain but 
everything to lose. At 6-9, the 
playoffs finally have been 


: fthemnaticlly eliminated from the team’s 

} future. Final standing is all that is left to play for 
: now, and a lowly status is assured. It makes no 

! sense to start winning now. A loss to the Giants, 
: who already have clinched the NFC East, would 


assure claiming the NFC East’s fourth-place 


: schedule. Not having to play at Green Bay is the 
: significant difference between the third-place 
i schedule and fourth-place schedule. Plus, at 


6-10, a top-10 draft choice likely would be 


locked up. Those are benefits the Cowboys have 


not enjoyed in the past five years. The teanyhas 


: not played anything less than the NFC East's 


first-place schedule 
since 1990, when it 
finished fourth at 7-9. 
There has not been a 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Cincinnati 
OFFENSE 


Untimely mistakes stymied draft choice in the top 
potentially the biggest 20 since 1991, when 
output since the opener. Russell Maryland was 
taken with the first 
Not enough “D” without pick and Alvin Harper 
Deion. Lack of pass rush is = With the 12th. But with 
responsible, limited cap funds, 
STRATEGY owner Jerry Jones 


A sample: lll-advised blitz; 
wasted last :20 before half; 
left rookie corner exposed, 


already has warned 
that it might be wiser 
to use the money 


: normally spent for a top-10 pick on a veteran 
: free agent instead. 

! GAP RELIEF: Count on $12 million of cap funds 
: for 1998 being freed up by the start of free 


agency. Already wide receiver Anthony Miller and 
free safety Brock Marion have voided the second 


years of their two-year contracts, and the club 


will simply release defensive end. Broderick 
Thomas from the final year of his two-year deal. 


: TIME FOR YOUTH: With nothing to gain, count on 
; the youth movement to continue in the season 

: finale. Those players being interviewed 

: extensively against the Giants for next year will 
: be tight end David LaFleur, fullback Nicky Sualua, 
: running back Sherman Williams, guard George 


Hegamin, comerback Kevin Mathis, defensive 


: tackle Darren Benson, defensive end Kavika 


Pittman, potential special teamer Nate Hemsley 


: and’likely safety Omar Stoutmire. LaFleur, who 


caught two touchdown passes last Sunday, will 
continue to start. —Mickey Spagnola 
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6-8-1 / 3rd 
Great expectations 
go phffft in Philadelphia 


In training camp coach Ray 
Rhodes bragged that this was 
his best team. With one game 
remaining in a disastrous 
season, it has become his worst 
team. At 6-8-1, the Eagles have 
their first losing season since 1994, Rich Kotite’s 
last year. Another loss Sunday would give the 
team its worst record since 1986, Buddy Ryan’s 
first year. It begs the question: How does a coach 
misjudge his talent so. dramatically? Then again, 
it is the same coach 


UE who drafted Mike 
VERE E) Mamula, Jermane 
OFFENSE Mayberry and Jon Harris 


in the first round, If the 
team loses at 
Washington, Rhodes 
could become the first 
Eagles coach to go 
winless on the road 
since the schedule was 
expanded to 16 games 
in 1978. ... Here's a 
telling sign as to how 
the rest of the 
conference judges the team’s talent: Only one 
player, wide receiver Irving Fryar, was selected to 
the Pro Bowl. 


IS HE OR ISN’T HE? What if Bobby Hoying isn’t the 
answer at quarterback? Hoying was terrific in his 
first three-plus games when he completed 75 of 
125 passes for 829 yards with seven 
touchdowns and one interception. In his last two 
games, he is 32-for-69 for 389 yards with two 
TDs and four interceptions. He needs to finish 
strong, but that's a tough task. The Redskins are 
one of the top pass-defense teams in the league. 


RUNNING WILD: The defense has allowed its last 
two opponents, the Giants and Falcons, to gain 
more than 200 yards rushing and has allowed 
six running backs to gain more than 100 yards in 
six different games this season. ... Wide receiver 
Chris T. Jones, who had missed 12 games with a 
knee injury this season, returned to action last 
week and caught a 12-yard pass for a first down 
on a key fourth-quarter drive. —Mark Eckel 


PHILADELPHIA 


They ran well, when they ran 
at all, Ricky Watters had 15 
carries for 95 yards, 


It disappeared when the- 
team needed it most—the 
last 1:55 of the game. 
Running game was aban- _ 
doned, and the defense 
guessed wrong all day. 


The Vikings’ John Randle (left), is one of 11. ST 
NFC players selected to the Pro Bow! who was 
drafted after the fourth round or not drafted at 
all. Here’s a breakdown of those players: 


Hardy Nickerson LB T.B. 


et Player Pos. Team Rnd. — Sth 
4 Jessie Armstead LB NYG‘ 8th John Randle DT Minn. ND 

Matt Turk P Was. ND MichaelBates KR Car 6th 
shea MarkChmura TE GB. 6th Kevin Gogan G SF 8th 
ND-Not Travis Jervey ST GB. 5th MertonHanks FS S.E Sth 
drafted DorseyLevens RB GB. 5th Jessie Tuggle LB Ati. ND 


9-5-1 / 1st 


Fassel fuels turnaround 
from worst to first 


It has been a long decade for 
the organization since it won 
Super Bowl XXV in January 
1991, a fact that only makes 
the celebration of a division 
championship that much 
sweeter. This team became the 15th in history to 
go from last to first in one season, and it 
probably earned Jim Fassel coach of the year 
honors. True, the Giants took advantage of a soft 
schedule and a watered-down NFC East. But still 


it was a huge 
GRADING OUT accomplishment for the 
vs. Washington league’s youngest team, 
OFFENSE which was battered all 


season by key injuries. 
Fassel won the trust 


As usual, it wasn’t much, 
but it was enough. The tight 


ends were rediscovered, and support of his 
players early on, and 
Six forced turnovers, and he kept them together 
Jason Sehorn made Michael after a 1-3 start. Most 
Westbrook disappear, impressive was his 
STRATEGY La willingness to sacrifice 


Once again, Jim Fassel 
pushed the right buttons in a 
big game. 


his reputation as an 
offensive mastermind 


strengths and letting his dominant defense win 
games. 


GOOD PROBLEM: Fassel faces a tricky task this 
weekend. The game against the Cowboys means 
nothing to the team’s postseason positioning, but 
the players want to win. A victory over the 
Cowboys would make the Giants the first team 
to go undefeated in the NFC East, dramatize the 
changing of the guard atop the division and, 
most important, maintain momentum entering 
the playoffs. Fassel also must try to win without 
injuries to key players. 


TURN, TURN, TURN: Three stats that reveal a lot 
about the team’s success: First, turnover ratio. 
The Giants are a lofty plus-23, including 26 
interceptions. Second, sack ratio. Last season, the 
team was minus-26; it’s plus-21 this season. 
Third, there is run defense. The team gave up 
only 91.5 yards per game on the ground, thanks 
to a dramatically improved front seven and solid 
Tun support from the secondary. —Neil Best 


by playing to the team’s 


Just another ‘must’ win 
for hobbling, sore team 


One reason the team keeps 
playing so many “must” games 
is it doesn’t win enough of 
them. Sunday is its final “must” 
game of the season, and even a 
victory over Philadelphia might 
not be enough. The team needs to run the ball, 
and there are all kinds of problems in the 
running game. Terry Allen's sprained ankle might 
keep him out, and the offensive line is hobbled. 
Stephen Davis will start again if Allen’s out, but 
any confidence the 
PTT LM tcam had in Davis took 
us. N.Y. Giants a dip after he fumbled, 
without being hit, on 
the opening drive 
against the Giants last 
Saturday. Until Davis 
plays a major role in a 
victory and gets crucial 


OFFENSE 


They couldn't hold onto the 
ball, which meant they 
couldn't run or pass. 


The Giants’ offense wasn't 


the reason the Redskins ards when the going is 
lost. a E ts 

d - tough, the team can’t 
STRATEGY be sure it can count on 
A game plan based on the him. Unfortunately for 
running game quickly went i 
ane Washington, the Eagles 


play the Redskins’ run 
extremely well. Allen gained just 30 yards on 12 
carries when the teams met in Philadelphia. 


UP A TRE: The offensive line also is limping into 
the final game. Left guard Tre’ Johnson's sprained 
shoulder kept him out of the Giants game, and it 
might sideline him again this week. Even if he 
plays, he'll be at less than full strength. The team 
might be able to weather that, except Shar 
Pourdanesh, who plays left tackle when Joe 
Patton fills in for Johnson at left guard, has a 
groin injury and barely is holding up in games. 
Add the sore knee of right tackle Ed Simmons 
and the sprained knee of center Jeff Uhlenhake, 
and you've got a quartet of pain and trouble. 


QUICK LEARNER? The team did sign former Pro 
Bowl guard Keith Sims late last week. Whether 
an offensive lineman can learn enough plays in 
one week to be helpful remains to be seen. The * 
team signed two defensive linemen—Chris Zorich 
and Steve Emtman—this season, and had them in 
games several days later. —Paul Woody 


WASHINGTON 
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30 30 21 30 93 


W. Thomas 2, Vincent 2, Dawkins 2. 


Wooten 5. 
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WAKE ME WHEN IT’S OVER: Center Mike Morris 
ponders the Vikings’ fifth consecutive loss. 


eo es 
Stayin’ alive 

No team in NFL history has lost its final six 
games and still made the playoffs. The Vikings 
are on the verge of making history no one 
would have thought possible just a month ago. 

Sunday’s 14-13 loss to Detroit—Minnesota’s 
fifth straight—may have been the Vikings’ 
most heart-wrenching yet. Trying to protect a 
13-7 lead, they stood by almost helplessly as 
Scott Mitchell drove the Lions 72 yards in the 
final two minutes, capping the comeback with 
a 1-yard touchdown pass to Herman Moore 
with three seconds left. 

It’s easy to blame the Vikings’ current woes 
entirely on the loss of No. 1 quarterback Brad 
Johnson. And it would be inaccurate. The first 
three defeats came in games he started, and 
Randall Cunningham played about as well in 
last week’s 28-17 loss at San Francisco as 
anyone starting an NFL game for the first 
time in 27 months could be expected to. 
Although Cunningham struggled in the 
second half against Detroit—he was 
2-of-9 passing for 14 yards—his teammates 
didn’t exactly step up, either. Eddie Murray 
missed a probable game-clinching 37-yard 
field-goal try with 1:56 left, and cornerback 
Dwayne Washington was called for 
interference on Lions receiver Johnnie Morton 
in the left corner of the end zone with six 
seconds left, setting up the Mitchell-to-Moore 
game-winning TD pass. Moore outjumped 
Washington to make the catch. 

Although the Vikings did a good job of 
containing Barry Sanders early in the game, 
they didn’t control him late. Sanders gained 
103 yards in a span of five carries in the 
second half, one of them a 60-yarder to the 
Minnesota 5-yard line. 

“There's a lot of things going on in the 
league right now, a lot of them I can’t 
explain,” said Vikings coach Dennis Green, 
whose team is mired in its longest losing 
streak in his six seasons as coach. 

He was talking about the Vikings’ playoff 
chances. Amazingly, despite what has 
happened, they're still very much alive. 
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With eye toward 1998, 
Mirer gets the nod 


Credit coach Dave Wannstedt 
and personnel chief Mark 
Hatley for deciding to give 
quarterback Rick Mirer more 
playing time the last few 
games. If the team struggles 
under Mirer, Wannstedt’s coaching and the team 
character he has built take a hit. If the team 
stays with Erik Kramer and wins, Wannstedt gets 
ripped for playing the team out of a top-two 
draft choice. Hatley is the key addition for the 
franchise, though. He is making strategic calls, 
and this extended look at Mirer factors into ‘98 
plans, which Wannstedt might not necessarily be 
around for. Hatley is involved in team finances, 
too, and knows what Mirer needs to show to 
keep him with a pay cut. Playing Mirer won’t be 
a hit with Kramer, who has incentives based on 
percentage of snaps. And some vets, like Curtis 
Conway, want Kramer 


GRADING OUT now and in the future. 
vs, St, Louis Hatley’s role in a Mirer 
OFFENSE call takes Wannstedt 
13 points were very little 0 out of the middle to a 
show for best field position degree. ... Cutting 
of the season. center/guard Evan 
Pilgrim had been 

Bears held opponent to 10 expected since former 
or fewer points for third time Jet Casey Wiegmann 
in last four games. signed earlier this year. 
STRATEGY LS Pilgrim, a third-round 
Coaches stayed with run- draflichoice indo Siewas 
ning game (37 attempts) de- AIPaGaRTETeNG: hen Te 
spite poor results. y 


started six games at 
center in place of injured Chris Villarrial. 
Wiegmann was signed despite a shoulder injury 
that had him inactive most of the year. 
Wiegman, guard Chris Gray and tackle Jimmy 
Herndon, are quality depth that Hatley has put in 
place for 98. 


RASHAAN VS. RAYMONT: Rashaan Salaam, who 
suffered a broken leg in Week 2, says he wants 
to stay in Chicago and settle the starting running 
back job in an open training-camp competition 
with Raymont Harris, who also is out with a 
broken leg. Salaam says he needs 25 carries per 
game and, since no team runs 50 times, he’s 
resigned to either he or Harris being gone. 
Harris had been the favorite to remain after his 
torrid first half. But Salaam has one more year 
on a contract with a $650,000 base, and Harris 
is unrestricted and looking for more, even with 
his injury. The Bears, unlikely to base their 
rushing future on two injury-plagued backs, are 
expected to grab a running back within the 
draft’s first two rounds. —/ohn Mullin 


Buccaneers 


Carrying only one true 
fullback is a mistake 


,Although he was listed as 
_ probable leading up to the 
game, fullback Mike Alstott sat 
f= out the team’s 31-0 loss to the 
“2 XT] Jets because of a bruised thigh. 
That exposed a flaw in the 
team’s training-camp decision to carry only one 
true fullback. Rookie Patrick Hape, normally a 
tight end, took Alstott’s place and did a decent 


: ‘job blocking. But Hape is not a running threat 


and the fullback is a big part of the offense. 
Without a true fullback in the lineup, the Jets 
were able to concentrate on Warrick Dunn. ... 
Linebacker Jeff Gooch might be playing his way 
into a starting role for next season. He replaced 
injured Rufus Porter for the second straight week 
and responded with 10 tackles. The team loves 
Gooch’s speed. Although Porter has been solid 
most of the season, he’s 31 and has been banged 


up quite a bit. ... The 
OTE cam had its worst 

vs. N.Y. Jets outing of the season 
OFFENSE against the Jets but still 
Six dropped passes, two clinched a playoff spot 
interceptions, three sacks thanks to help from 
and a fumble. other teams. That’s the 
DEFENSE franchise’s first playoff 
Didn't have a chance with berth since 82 and 
offense and special teams only the third 


handing Jets 21 points. 
STRATEGY 

All plans went out the 
window when fullback Mike 
Alstott couldn't play. 


postseason appearance 
in team history. But 
there weren't a lot of 
happy faces after the 
Bucs gained only 111 
yards in total offense, had a punt blocked and 
two interceptions returned for touchdowns. 


PRO BOWL BOUND: The team’s turnaround has 
brought respect to a franchise that didn't get 
much for years. The proof is in the Pro Bowl, 
where seven Bucs—linebacker Hardy Nickerson, 
Alstott, quarterback Trent Dilfer, center Tony 
Mayberry, linebacker Derrick Brooks, defensive 
tackle Warren Sapp and Dunn—were selected. ... 
Dilfer, Whose future seemed in doubt only a year 
ago, will be with the team for the long term. The 
team exercised its option to buy back at least two 
of the final four years on his contract. ... Tight 
end Jackie Harris may have played his final game 
for the Bucs. He had surgery last week to repair 
a hernia, and the team says Harris will miss two 
to six weeks. Harris’ absence could be a sign of 
things to come. His contract is up after the 
season, and it’s not likely the team will show 
much interest in signing him for anything close 
to the $1.625 million he made this year. He had 
19 catches for one TD in ’97. —Pat Yasinskas 


TAMPA BAY 
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Carter 3, Mangum 2, Marshall 2. 
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Brooks 21 


8-7 /T 3rd 
Defense buckles down; 
Sanders 131 yards away 


The team had watched its 
points allowed on defense 
escalate the last three games 
from 10 to 20 to 30 points, 
and it gave up 13 points to 
Minnesota in the first half last 
Sunday. But it buckled down, allowing zero 
points and only 43 yards in total offense in the 
second half against the Vikings. Defensive 
coordinator Larry Peccatiello had his players relax 
at halftime and encouraged them to make proper 
reads rather than rushing into action. It made a 
big difference in the Minnesota game, but several 
players have stepped up this season to make a 
big overall difference on defense. End Robert 
Porcher has 12 sacks and is a Pro Bowl alternate. 
He has improved his leg strength to put more 
pressure on passers. Tackle Luther Elliss played 
earlier with a broken left hand and doesn’t have 
knockout numbers, but 


GRADING OUT Her provides plenty of 
vs, Minnesota energy and makes 
OFFENSE [=—} opponents respect the 

Moved the ball but found middle. Outside 
ways to avoid the endzone — linebacker Reggie 
until the final, decisive drive. Brown is a fire 


extinguisher, putting 
out fires before they 
blaze for too long. And 
middle linebacker 
Stephen Boyd fills the 
gaps a la Chris 
Spielman. Free safety 
Mark Carrier 
orchestrated the secondary once he became 
familiar with his new team, and his savvy has 
been key. Rookie cornerbacks Bryant Westbrook 
and Kevin Abrams reacted well to baptisms of 
fire, making plays after making mistakes early 
on. Strong safety Ron Rice and tackle Mike Wells 
are players who have become more than 
adequate as first-year starters. 


HISTORY AND 2,000 YARDS: Barry Sanders could 
become the second 2,000-yard rusher to make 
the playoffs in his landmark season. Only 0.J. 
Simpson (2,003) with the Bills in 14 games in 
1973 and Eric Dickerson (2,105) with the Rams 
in 1984 have reached the lofty 2,000-yard 
plateau. But only Dickerson could get his team 
into the playoffs. The Rams finished 10-6 in 
1984, and Buffalo barely missed the four-team 
AFC playoffs with a 9-5 record in 1973. ... 
Offensive tackle Ray Roberts has Sanders’ rushing 
totals memorized. “He got 138?” Roberts said. 
“Let's see. That means we need to get him 131 
to get to 2,000. We can do it.” —Steve Kornacki 


Held the Vikings to 43 total 
yards of offense in the 
second half. 

Defense told to relax and 

read plays more in the 

second half—and it worked. 


Holmgren wants a 
hungry Pack for playoffs — 


Coach Mike Holmgren wants his 
team hungry going into the 
playoffs, so he won't pull back 
the reins completely against 
Buffalo Saturday even if home- 
field advantage is out of reach. 
Holmgren is quite aware of what happened to 
Denver last year, and he’s resolved not to see 
that kind of unpreparedness happen to his team. 
Defensive tackle Gilbert Brown, who did not 
travel to Carolina because of his ankle injury, is 
the only starter who will definitely not play in 
the game. Holding Brown out will give him three 
full weeks to rest his ankle by the time the 
playoffs roll around. Others who might be held 
out for health reasons are receivers Derrick 
Mayes (ankle) and Robert Brooks (back) and’ 
tackle Earl Dotson (shoulder). ... Of grave 
importance to Holmgren is settling his punt- and 


\) 


kickoff-return games. 
GRADING OUT Mayes’ injury forced 
vs, Carolina him to use rookie 


Darren Sharper against 
the Panthers, and the 


OFFENSE 
The Favre-to-Freeman 


combo is paying huge results weren't good. 
dividends. Sharper muffed one 
punt and got drilled on 
Not since '87 had the another. He had five 
Packers held a team to returns for 7 yards. 
fewer than 56 yards passing. Holmgren has hinted 
STRATEGY - that once the playoffs 
Holmgren challenged team begin he may use 

to sustain solid play and Brooks or Antonio 


provided aggressive plan. Freeman, even though 


he is loath to use starters on special teams. 


PRODUCTIVE WIDEOUT: Freeman is on a roll. In 
each of the past six games, he has either led the 
team in receptions or yards. He has six 
touchdowns and has averaged 17.6 yards per 
catch during the span. Teams are choosing to 
double-team Brooks more than Freeman, which 
could change in the playoffs. ... The Packers have 
not allowed a passing touchdown in 19 straight 
quarters and have allowed one in the last 30. A 


big reason for that has been the secondary’s play. : 


Despite losing Craig Newsome to a season-ending 
knee injury in the opener, the cornerback 
position has been solid. Doug Evans has 
blanketed the opponents’ top receiver, and 
Tyrone Williams has matured enough that 
coordinator Fritz Shurmur doesn’t mind blitzing 
and leaving him man-to-man. ... A big reason for 
the success of the offensive line has been rookie 
Ross Verba, who has instilled a killer instinct to 
the unit. He is so aggressive, the rest of the line 
has picked up on his style. —Tom Silverstein 


GREEN BAY 
; PASSING Att Comp. Pet. Yds. Long TD _Int._Rate_Sacks_ 


8-7 7 T 3rd 
- Revamped defense is 
designed to add speed 


In an attempt to get more speed 
and healthier players on the 
field against the Lions last 
Sunday, the team went with six 
starters who either were new to 
the lineup or new to their 
positions. A franchise-high four rookies started 
on defense: left end Stalin Colinet, under tackle 
Tony Williams, weakside linebacker Dwayne Rudd 
and free safety Torrian Gray. It was the first career 
start for all but Gray. Shifting positions were 
defensive tackle John Randle, who moved to right 
end, and weakside linebacker Ed McDaniel, who 
replaced the injured Jeff Brady (neck) in the 
middle. Switching Randle to the outside worked 
as the team had hoped. Randle, who had 
endured four straight sackless games and 
constant double-teaming, recorded three sacks, 
allowing him to tie his career-high with 131% 
sacks for the season. 


GRADING OUT Besides Brady, other 
vs. Detroit starters who were 

OFFENSE missing from the lineup 
77 yards passing? 14 inthe © included end Derrick 
second half? 58 yards total © Alexander (hip), who 
in the second half? Ouch. was deactivated last 
DEFENSE Sunday, free safety 
For 58 minutes, itheld down Orlando Thomas, and 
an offense that scored 155 end Fernando Smith. 
points the last four games. Thomas and Smith, 
STRATEGY 


along with sometime 
starter Duane Clemons, 
all were active and 
played in backup roles. 
The moves worked well, until the team allowed 
the Lions to motor 72 yards for the game- 
winning touchdown in the final two minutes. 
Rudd tied for the team lead with 10 tackles, and 
Williams made a huge tackle on Barry Sanders, 
stuffing him on a fourth-and-goal from the 
Vikings’ 1. In addition, McDaniel made what had 
appeared to be a game-sealing interception, his 
first of the year and the team’s first pickoff in five 
games. 


MORE MOVES: The team finally gave up on 
offensive lineman Scott Dill’s season, placing him , 
on injured reserve with a disk problem in his 
lower back. ... To fill Dill’s spot on the roster, they 
added rookie offensive lineman Eric Moss. Moss, 
the brother of Heisman Trophy candidate Randy 
Moss of Marshall, was signed off the practice 
squad. The 6-4, 325-pound Moss played as a 
freshman at Ohio State but had been out of 
football since '94, coach Dennis Green says. “In 
the land where there are no sleepers, we've got 
one,” Green says. —Don Banks 


Defensive moves worked 
brilliantly, but offense was: 
abysmal in the second half. 
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ELUSIVE PANTHER: Lane’s emergence has been 
a bright spot in an otherwise dreary season. 


Season to forget 


Less than a year ago, the Panthers were 
playing the Packers for the right to represent 
the NFC in the Super Bowl. After the teams 
met last Sunday, the Panthers were 7-8 and 
eliminated from the playoff chase. 

How have the Panthers gone from a team 
with real bite to a toothless playoff wannabe? 
Any answer has to start with quarterback 

Kerry Collins. His credibility as a leader was 
questioned when he feuded and scuffled with 
teammates in a pair of off-the-field incidents 
near the end of training camp. Then his 
season got off to a late and rocky start, thanks 
in part to a broken jaw suffered in the 
preseason. And Collins has been wildly 
inconsistent this season, throwing too many 
mystifying interceptions. 

But Collins isn’t the only culprit. 
Management lost a gamble on a group of 
largely unproven wide receivers. And a pair of 
free agents—defensive end Ray Seals and 
receiver Ernie Mills—have not worked out. An 
aging defensive line is only getting older and 
the offensive line has been inconsistent. 

One of the few bright spots has been rookie 
running back Fred Lane (three straight 100- 
yard games), but his success casts a shadow 
on ’96 first-rounder Tshimanga Biakabutuka, 
who can’t get any quality playing time. 

The first area that must be addressed is the 
defensive line. Look for the team to go after a 
big-name lineman in free agency, perhaps 
Dana Stubblefield or Eric Swann. And look 
for Collins to develop a rapport with his wide 
receivers in the offseason, especially 1996 
second-round pick Muhsin Muhammad and 
1997 first-rounder Rae Carruth. —/Joe Menzer 
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7-8 /T 2nd 
Chandler plays tough, 
and his record proves it 


If quarterback Chris Chandler 

makes it through Sunday’s 

finale at Arizona, he will have 

avoided injury the entire 

second half of the season—after 

missing two full games and 
parts of four others in the first half. That might 
help the 10-year veteran kill his “fragile” 
reputation. “People are always going to have 
their viewpoints, and if they have one of me that 
I'm not tough, or I get hurt a lot, maybe these 
last seven weeks will make them think something 
else,” Chandler says. Chandler not only has 
stayed on the field, but he has played well. He 
ranks among the league leaders in passing 
efficiency, and the team is 7-2 in games he has 
started and played all the way. Playing behind a 
weak line, Chandler has shown courage in the 
pocket and a willingness to run when the 


12-2 / ist 


Rice will not surface 
_ in finale in Kingdome 


age ‘ Jerry Rice will sit out this 
(Ss ) Sunday's regular-season finale 


at Seattle, and it’s not because 
=. of any setbacks with his 

Si surgically repaired left knee. 
All along, the 49ers wanted to 


: give Rice some action on natural grass before the 
: playoffs—as they did on Monday night—with the 
: intention of resting him when the team played 


on the Kingdome’s artificial turf. Because of the 


: hoped-for plan to host the NFC playoffs and play 
: in the Super Bowl in San Diego, Rice would not 

: have to play on artificial turf this year, By resting 
i him in Seattle, too, Rice gets nearly three weeks 

: of recovery time between his action last Monday 
: against Denver and the first playoff game at 

: home the weekend of January 3-4. Where will 

: Rice fit in for that playoff game? Coach Steve 

i Mariucci has not ruled out Rice’s return to the 


starting lineup, 


GRADING OUT [eee eeeeie 


Coach Dan Reeves 
believes he has won 
over teammates. 
“Toughness wins 
respect, and players see 
that,” Reeves says. 
“Whether or not they 
were questioning that 
early, you really didn’t 
know. But the thought 
was always there.” 
Chandler makes the 
valid point that some of 


vs. Philadelphia 


OFFENSE 

The Falcons topped 200 
rushing yards for the first 
time since 1990. 


Only one sack, but rookie 
QB Bobby Hoying was 
harassed and beaten up. 
STRATEGY 

Nice defensive adjustments 
after the Eagles had moved 


GRADING OUT 


Season to date 


OFFENSE 

The conservative play- 
calling has kept Young 
healthy. 

This veteran-laden crew, 
featuring Stubblefield, is 
almost a self-run unit, 
Worked so far, but in the 
playoffs, Mariucci must open 
up his offense more. 


meaning receiver J.J, 
Stokes may become 
the third receiver, with 
Terrell Owens sharing 
starting duties with 
Rice. Mariucci has 
moved Stokes and 
Owens around the field 
this year, meaning both 
can handle split end 
and flanker duties 
when Rice returns. In 
all likelihood, Rice 


89 yards on first drive. 


his down time can be 
attributed to two concussions—an injury players 
cannot play through. 


FORWARD MARCH: The team, which opened the 
season 1-7, enters Sunday's game against the 
Cardinals with a shot at a .500 record. It has 
won six of its last seven games and could carry 
some important momentum into next season. ...” 
Morten Andersen reached another career 
milestone when he kicked two field goals in last 
Sunday’s 20-17 victory over the Eagles, 
including a game-winning 33-yarder as time 
expired. That moved him into third place on the 
NFL career list with 374 field goals. 


SEEKING CONTINUITY: Andersen, receiver Bert 
Emanuel and defensive tackle Dan Owens are 
potential unrestricted free agents, but Reeves 
might be most concerned about keeping 
defensive line coach Bill Kollar, who wants to 
become a defensive coordinator. Kollar will be a 
hot commodity because of how well the front 
four has played. —Jony Fabrizio 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. Long TD Int. Rate Sacks 
Chandler 323-189. 58.5 2516 5618 


won't be the only big 


: name to return to the starting lineup for the 

: divisional playoff game. Running back Garrison 

: Hearst is on target to return for the January 3 or 
: 4 game. He suffered a fractured left clavicle 

: November 30 in Kansas City and was given a 

i four-to-six-week window, putting his chances of 
: an entire postseason in good standing. 


: PASSING THE BATON: One of the reasons veteran 
i tight end Brent Jones felt comfortable about 

: announcing his retirement was the rise of his 

: rookie backup, Greg Clark. Jones, at 34 and in his 


12th year in the league, has seen injuries cut into 


: what otherwise was a durable and hardy career. 
: Clark has been the team’s most valuable'rookie 
; this season and his rugged blocking in two-tight 
: end sets is a big reason the rushing attack is its 

: most prolific since the Ricky Watters days of 


1992. ... Guard Kevin Gogan got the offensive 


i line's only Pro Bow! spot last week, probably 
: because—as the newest member of the line—he is 
: seen as a symbol of the team’s newfound rushing 


success. —Brian Murphy F 


Ce: ee ee ee 


PASSING Att. Comp. Pct. Yds. tong TD Int. Rate Sacks 


‘S:Young 310212 68:4 2666 82.18 6106.2 33 


Cha T_ 928 
Graziani 27 4 413087, 


Druckenmiller 4116 39.0 175 25 1 3 300 3 


PUNTING. No. Yds.Avg. Bik. 


SACKS: C. Smith 12.0, Hall 10.5, 
Archambeau 8.5. 


INTERCEPTIONS: Buchanan 5, 
Bradford 4, Booker 3. 


‘Statistics provided by STATS, Inc. through Sunday, Dec. 14. 
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7-8 /T 2nd 


The end of the line may 
have come for Mills 


Inside linebacker Sam Mills 
hinted strongly after Sunday's 
31-10 loss to the Packers that 
he is leaning toward retiring at 
the end of the season. Mills, 
38, signed a two-year contract 
before the season but has said all along that he 
might retire after '97. He has nursed some 
nagging injuries and the team, which made it to 
the NFC championship game a year ago, has 
been eliminated from the playoff race. Asked if 
he will retire after Saturday's season finale 
against the Rams, Mills said, “I don’t know. More 
than likely I think I will. But I’m not going to 
say for sure. When I make the decision, it will 
stick.” ... The up-and-down season of 
quarterback Kerry Collins continued against the 
Packers. He avoided throwing an interception 
for only the fourth time this season but 
completed just 7-of-26 
GRADING OUT nates for 56 yards. 
vs, Green Bay Only one other time in 
his three-year career 
has he passed for 
fewer yards in a game; 
that was in his rookie 
season (1995) when he 
threw for 48 yards in a 
victory over the Saints. 
Strangely, Collins says 
all he needs is more 
time to get comfortable 
with his current group 
of wide receivers, 
which could change again in the offseason. 


INJURY WOES: Tight end Wesley Walls had to 
leave midway through the third quarter of the 
Packers game because of a bruised right knee 
that had hampered his ability to practice during 
the week. His knee was swollen afterward and 
will need to be evaluated before his status is 
determined for the Rams game. Defensive end 
Shawn King, already slowed by a strained calf 
muscle, suffered a sprained medial collateral 
ligament; right tackle Norberto Davidds-Garrido 
had to leave early in the game because of an 
ankle sprain; and cornerback Eric Davis missed 
the game because of a concussion he suffered in 
the previous game. Davis is expected to play at 
St. Louis. 


THE FAST LANE: Fred Lane, an undrafted rookie, 
continues to be one of the few bright spots in a 
dismal season. He has rushed for 369 yards the 
last three weeks, solidifying his role as the starter 
of the future. —/oe Menzer 


CAROLINA 


oN 


OFFENSE: 


Only rookie Fred Lane’ S 119 
yards rushing Kept it from 
being a complete disaster. 


The Packers’ 458 total yards 
were the most ever given up 
by the Panthers. 
STRATEGY: I 
Cornerback Rod Smith was 
exploited from the outset. No 
.adjustments were made. 


4-11 / Sth 
It’s never too early 
to think about next year 


It is evident that change could 
be on the way at right 
cornerback next season. With 
Ryan McNeil scheduled for 
unrestricted free agency and 
possibly headed for a $2 
million per year contract because of his high 
interception total this season, the organization 


may be unable or unwilling to re-sign him. That — 


means rookies Taje Allen and Dexter McCleon 
could be battling for the starting job when 
training camp opens next summer. McCleon was 
taken early in the second round—40th overall 
out of Clemson—but has been passed by the 
unheralded Allen on the depth chart. Allen has 
been the team’s fifth defensive back in nickel 
situations since Week 12. Allen, at 188, is about 
15 pounds lighter than McCleon but has 
displayed better coverage skills despite some 
anxious moments in 
NTU recent games against 
vs, Chicago New Orleans and 
(aaa Washington. Allen 
The line got whipped wasn’t taken until the 
fifth round, No. 158 
overall, and was lost in 


soundly from start to finish 
by amediocre unit, 


DEFENSE the shadows of highly 
Yet another big TD pass oy touted cornerback 
marred an otherwise good Bryant Westbrook at 
performance. Texas, But as Allen 
STRATEGY 


Offensive staff gave up on 
the running attack much too 
quickly. 


on an NFL roster, draft 
order doesn’t mean as 
much, Right now, 
Allen's got the jump on next season. 


WRIGHT OR WRONG: When strong safety Toby 


Wright sat out last Sunday's game with Chicago, it : 


marked the eighth regular-season contest he has 
missed since the start of the 96 season. The 
coaching staff must be wondering if he will ever 
regain his form of 1995, when he was a 
ferocious hitter and intercepted six passes. 
Wright lost valuable learning time by missing 


most of training camp with a hamstring injury for 


the second straight summer. If he can’t stay 
healthy, he'll never catch up on the learning 
curve. And his hellbent style of play isn’t 
conducive to staying injury-free. ... The team is 
high on rookie free agent Billy Jenkins Jr., who 
started in place of Wright against the Bears and 
could mount a challenge for the job. Jenkins was 
discovered in the offseason while the staff was 
watching film of defensive lineman Cedric White, 


whom the team drafted in the seventh round and : 
later cut. In the film, the hard-hitting Jenkins kept : 


making play after play. —/im Thomas 


points out, once you get : 


6-9 / 4th 
No relief is needed 
ate Hobert in command 


With four victories in its last six 
games, the team has given 
|. SP owner Tom Benson reason to 
‘ fe boogie. Coach Mike Ditka and 
OD wy, XJ] his coaching staff certainly 
deserve accolades for doubling 
the victory total from 1996, even if it has come 
against one of the league’s weakest schedules. A 
victory Sunday against Kansas City, regardless of 
how the outcome affects the Chiefs’ playoff 
fortunes, might be enough to move Ditka to do a 
jig himself. ... The play of Billy Joe Hobert has 
eased any anxiety created by the club's free fall 
in the NFL draft standings. The team long ago 
kissed goodbye any shot at Peyton Manning and 
Ryan Leaf. Hobert has passed for five 
touchdowns in the last two games, which equals 
the previous 12-game output of Heath Shuler, 
Danny Wuerffel and Doug Nussmeier. More 
important, Hobert is 2- 
1 as a starter and has 
pumped some hope 
into a woebegone 
assing game. ... Isaac 
Davis, claimed off 


GRADING OUT 


vs. Arizona 


OFFENSE y 
QB Billy Joe Hobert res 
for a season-high three 


ae waivers November 26 
from the Chargers, will 
Five sacks of Jake Plummer start at right guard for 
and four turnovers. A cause i 5 
for celebration, the second time in as 
israarccr 2 ae 
j ; Chiefs. Davis replaced 
Offensive coordinator Danny ¥ 
Abramowicz remembers to Keno Hills and held 
run the ball, Cardinals tackle Eric 


Swann without a sack 
while helping the offense rush for 130 yards. 


POTENTIAL FULFILLED: Rob Kelly took a giant step 
toward silencing his critics with a brilliant 
performance in his first NFL start against the 


-Cardinals. It’s likely strong safety Anthony 


Newman, who missed the Arizona game with a 
neck injury, will get another day off against the 
Chiefs because of Kelly’s play. Kelly recorded 
eight tackles, an interception, a forced fumble 
and two defensed passes from the free safety 
position, finally looking like a player worthy of 
the 33rd overall selection. Kelly played sparingly 
in the first 14 games and previously was best 
remembered for being beaten out of playing time 
by two rookie free agents (Sammy Knight, Chris 
Hewitt) and for being burned for two long 
receptions by Raiders tight end Rickey Dudley. ... 
Four rookies started on defense last Sunday: 
Kelly, strong safety Knight, linebacker Keith 
Mitchell and end Jared Tomich. All except Knight 
replaced injured players. —Mike Strom 
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Hard 
hold 


Tom Osborne will leave college football as one 
of the game’s all-time great coaches—but not 
as one of its most beloved By Terry Frei 


om Osborne will be fishing. Coping with a minor heart problem. Step- 
ping away. So roll the clips of Big Red glory. Hear father-figure testi- 
mony from former Nebraska players. Listen as other coaches pay 


tribute. 


But as this was unfolding, was there otherwise a national outpouring 
of affection? Not really. It was a coast-to-coast shrug. Or an excuse to reprise 


Cornhusker jokes. 


When Dean Smith similarly announced his retirement and anointed his bas- 
ketball successor at North Carolina two months ago, we waved goodbye—and 
warmly. Why was the Osborne reaction so different? Why was it so difficult to 


embrace the retiring Nebraska coach? 


For one thing, the Cornhuskers still have a 
game to play with Osborne on the sideline. For 
another, we believed Osborne would have 
flinched in the wake of a national embrace and 
certainly wouldn’t have hugged back. The image: 
personality of a mackerel on ice in the grocery- 
store display case. 

“He's been embraced by the people who matter 
to him, and that’s the people of Nebraska,” ABC's 
Keith Jackson says. “I don’t think he gives a damn 
about Denver or New York or Los Angeles or Fort 
Lauderdale. He’s totally devoted to his 
own people.” 

Carolina Panthers linebackers coach 
Kevin Steele, who was on Osborne’s staff 
from 1989 to ’94, says this lack of public 
affection is “because he did it his way. The 


plus calculated and cynical public posturing. 
Osborne is genuine. He speaks of his religious 
beliefs, but neither wears them on his sleeve nor 
builds revival movements around them. “Tom 
doesn’t sound the bells and whistles to call atten- 
tion to himself,” says Dal Shealy, the president of 
the Kansas City-based Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. “He’s like the farmer working in the 
field. People eat the food, but don’t appreciate the 
man who put it on the table. Tom just quietly 
does the work. In my book, he shows principle, 


Osborne by the numbers 


@ Winningest active Division I-A coach by percentage: 


character and integrity.” 

It's unfortunate that some of his decisions have 
left him shoved into the corner of the national 
consciousness with the bandit coaches who won 
while charming, cheating and stocking rosters 
with a lot more bad actors than Nebraska has 
had. “Has he been treated fairly?” Steele asks. “It 
doesn’t matter because it doesn’t matter to him. 
That’s not how he makes his decisions. That isn’t 
how he lives his life.” 


he Osborne-as-second-father 
theory? As applied to Ne- 
braska, it means bringing in 
the diverse players needed to 
win and not writing them off if they 
make mistakes. To an extent, that’s 


Nebraska way. When you make decisions 
based on what's best for a specific person 
and not on how it’s going to be perceived, 
or how should a ‘football coach’ make this 


254-49-3 (.835). In addition, he is fifth on the career list for 
winning percentage and he is sixth on the career victories list in 
Division I-A. 

@ 17 top 10 Associated Press finishes and seven top five AP 
finishes. 4 


praiseworthy and even the obligation 
of any coach who comes calling into 
the living rooms. “People who don’t 


decision, then people don’t understand it.” 

Osborne is a man of contradictions, an- 
other reminder of how exceedingly decent 
men can rationalize compromising their 
standards from the rest of their lives to 
build or maintain a winning program. 
Hypocrisy on Osborne’s part? Absolutely 
not. That would involve feigned sincerity, 
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@ 13 conference championships and two national 


championships (1994, ’95). 


@ Record vs. Big 12 opponents: 161-24-2 (.866). 


@ Record vs. non-conference opponents: 93-25-1 (.785). 


BS Record vs. ranked opponents: 57-37-1 (.605). 


know Tom's heart have passed judg- 
ment,” says Shealy, a veteran college 
coach before taking the FCA job. 
“People look at things the way society 
looks at things sometimes. ‘Let's build 
more jails and lock ’em up,’ instead of 
trying to work on the heart change 
and the person change. Maybe you 


don’t get them changed while they're at Nebraska, 
but maybe you plant the seed to finally bear fruit 
somewhere down the road.” 

It’s a fine line, a dilemma. Beyond a certain 
point, this benevolent touch doesn’t jibe with this 
decade's scary societal changes and the meaner 
streets in some players’ backgrounds, and the 
public’s heightened sensitivity. And where is that 
line? Draw it too liberally and it looks as if you're 
selling your soul to win. 

“I'm sure that we don’t always 
know the whole story,” says ABC 
studio analyst Todd Blackledge, 
who played against Osborne 
teams as a Penn State quarter- 
back. “I’m also sure Tom is OK 
with that. He doesn’t want to 
publicize everything. On the one 
hand, that’s a credit to him be- 
cause he does take a real family 
approach. On the other hand, I 


Osborne left the impression that Huskers football 
is a world unto itself, immune to and uncaring 
about outside standards. That happens in isolated 
instances at Nebraska, certainly, but often enough 
to make it a distressing pattern. 

Is it fair that we don’t talk about Nebraska’s 
abundance of academic All-Americans and 
higher-than-usual graduation rate for football 
players? Maybe not. But that’s a byproduct of the 
Nebraska way. It affected the public perception of 


Coach 


TSN 


Bear Bryant 
Joe Paterno 


Osborne and the reaction to his retirement. 

It’s impossible, now, for most fans to think of 
Osbome without thinking of the Lawrence Phillips 
fiasco. Osborne suspended Phillips, his star run- 
ning back, for six midseason games in 1995 for 
assaulting his former girlfriend, but reinstated him 
later in the season—and used him extensively in 
the Fiesta Bowl. Osborne could rationalize that, 
deciding that to banish a young man from a dis- 
advantaged background would be counterproduc- 
tive to Phillips and to society in the long run. 

This wasn’t breaking into a car or a campus 
fight after a few beers. This was a horrific degra- 
dation of a woman. But Osborne convinced him- 
self he was doing the right thing. 

Nebraska didn’t need Phillips to beat Florida in 
the Fiesta Bowl and win its second consecutive 
national title; three other tailbacks gained at least 
400 yards, including Ahman Green with 1,086. 
Osborne thought he was acting with compassion, 


Oshorne’s isolation, 
and the perception 
that Nebraska football 
was a state 

within a state, has 
worked against him. 


and the same was true with the other instances of 
apparent lighthanded treatment of intolerable 
conduct by other Cornhuskers, including defen- 
sive tackle Christian Peter. 

“There is one stat that doesn’t show up ... but is 
very real,” Steele says. “That's when you see 
players come back for a game or a bowl, and you 
see the expression on their faces when they see 
Coach Osborne. I’m talking hundreds, thousands. 
You total those numbers up, and that’s what he 
and that program mean. What about the thou- 
sands of kids he made decisions about on the 
same basis—and what it did for their lives?” 

In some ways, though, that makes it even 
more problematical. This was a coach placing his 
judgment above society’s standards and condem- 
nation. Osborne was allowed to be the judge, 
jury and bailiff—with little accountability. The 
oasis existence of Nebraska football—it’s our 
world, our standards, our Saturday cheers—gets 
into dangerous areas of unaccountability to soci- 
etal mores. 


hen there is that per- 
ceived frigid Osborne per- 
sona. Gone are the days 
when a coach can be 
completely imperial and enhance 
his reputation because of an aura 
of mystery. If a coach doesn’t 
have a touch of show biz, or at 
least create the perception that 
he would be entertaining at a 


Bowls 
29 
28 
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dinner party, it’s hard to become 
beloved. 

Blackledge, of course, played 
his college football under Joe Pa- 
terno. When Paterno says he’s 
stepping down, it will sound like 
a national $100-a-plate dinner. 

“I don’t think it's so much that 


guess you have to wonder a little 
bit about some of the guys who 
have come in there. But once 
they're there, his approach as far 
as treating it like a family and 
taking care of things as if they're 
family problems is pretty good.” 
Yet the Nebraska way under 


25 
21 
20 


Tom Osborne 
Bobby Bowden 
Vince Dooley 
LaVellEdwards 20 
Lou Holtz 20 
Note: Includes 1997 season. 


DOUG MILLS / AP 


AT LONG LAST: Osborne earned his first national- 
title ride with an Orange Bow! win over Miami. 
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aren't easy. And good men can, at least in their 
own minds, contort at least tacit tolerance of 
heinous behavior and encouragement of the ath- 
letes’ feeling of immunity into compassion. 

At Nebraska, there were the other suspicions, 
too. 

Nebraska‘built a weight room that is about as 
big as downtown Omaha, pioneered weight 
training and put tremendous pressure on football 
players to bulk up and get stronger. After leaving 
Nebraska, 1983 Outland Trophy winner Dean 
Steinkuhler acknowledged that he and some 
teammates used steroids when he was a Husker— 
albeit during a period when steroids still were 
considered quasi-respectable and abuse was ram- 
pant in the sports world. Some former Nebraska 
players have tended to be brittle and injury-prone 


Tom wasn’t embraced like 
Joe has been,” Blackledge 
says. “He's just much 
more of a low-key guy. 
He’s a great man. ... I 
lined up against his teams. 
When I was with the 
Chiefs, he invited me to 
speak at their Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes ban- 
quet and I got to spend 
some time with him. I’ve 
dealt with him doing sto- 
ries on Nebraska. He's al- 
ways been just the same. 
And | think that’s the 
mark of a great leader— 
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his consistency.” 
Osborne’s isolation, and 


the perception that Ne- Paelies lat Ee 
braska football was a state of Phillips (left) 
within a state, worked aan tae 
against him. This was a other Huskers 
backlash against the our- t 

fainted his image. 


Huskers-right-or-wrong 
mentality. Osborne came to represent that, and 
he also worked in a program with such high stan- 
dards that even in some of those 25 consecutive 
nine-win-or-more seasons, his critics were asking 
if he had lost his touch or trotting out the “can’t- 
win-the-big-one” refrain. (That's the first lesson in 
“Stupid Sports Discussion 101.”) 

Phillips’ problems after leaving the Nebraska 
program have been well-documented, but 
Packers cornerback Tyrone Williams—a former 
Husker who served jail time for firing a gun at a 
car—seems rehabilitated. “He cared about his 
players to the fullest,” Williams told Wisconsin 
writers after the Osborne announcement. “He 
went to war for you. He wasn’t the type of 
coach who, if something happened, turned his 
back on you. He was there for you. He's a special 
man.” 

Player after player, from academic All-Ameri- 
cans to the few troublemakers, made remarks 
like that after Osborne’s announcement. Con- 
sider that all read into the record, but don’t 
laugh it off. The sort of loyalty Osborne and that 
program generated, from former players to assis- 
tant coaches who stay around forever, truly is 
unusual. 

Permissiveness or compassion? Burying de- 
cency under the desire to win? The answers 


Hanging around 


Osborne’s resignation after 25 
seasons at Nebraska will leave only 
three current coaches who have been at 
their school for more than 20 years. The 
10 longest-tenured: 


Coach, school Years 
Joe Paterno, Penn State 32 
LaVell Edwards, BYU 26 
Bobby Bowden, Florida State 22 
Hayden Fry, lowa 

Don Nehlen, West Virginia 

George Welsh, Virginia 

Fisher DeBerry, Air Force 

Gene McDowell, Central Florida 

Spike Dykes, Texas Tech 

Nelson Stokley, SW Louisiana 
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Active Division I-A 
coaches by victories 


Coach, school 

Joe Paterno, Penn State 
Bobby Bowden, Florida State 
Tom Osborne, Nebraska 
LaVell Edwards, BYU 
Hayden Fry, lowa 


as pros—one of the marks of steroid abuse. The 
Cornhuskers’ response? Another contradiction. 
Nebraska was the Big Eight Conference pioneer in 
testing for steroid use. Strength coach Boyd Epley 
repeatedly vowed to resign if it ever were shown 
he recommended or condoned steroid use. And 
Osborne said: DON’T! 

But in that weight room, it still came off as if 
Osborne and Nebraska were saying: What we 
don’t know ... 

All of that contributed to the barrier between 
Osborne and that national icon status. And be- 
tween him and our embrace. TSN 


Terry Frei is a sportswriter for the Denver Post. 


Who'll be the next in line? 


The stern, strong face, the 
tight smile, the lean taut body of 
a hard worker. 

When you look at Frank 
Solich, you can’t get the image 
of Tom Osborne out of your head, 
which indicates things are going 
to be OK at Nebraska. 

Like Osborne, who was the 
hand-picked succes- 
sor of Bob Devaney 
in 1972, Solich has 
been tapped on the 
shoulder to follow a 
legend. Osborne 
leaves Lincoln with 
a shadow that in- 
cludes an .830 win- 
ning percentage 
(Devaney’s was .829 
in 11 seasons) and 
two national titles 
(Devaney also won 
two). Now, after 19 
seasons of standing 
behind Osborne, So- 
lich is ready for his 
turn. And he will be a success for 
several reasons. 

B All for one. The coaching 
staff, one of the best in the 
nation, is behind Solich. In early 
1972, Devaney announced he 
would step down after that 
season and that Osborne would 
replace him, leading to some 
acrimony among staff members. 
This time, Huskers assistants 
hold no grudges over the 
appointment of Solich, 53. In 
1972, Osborne was 34, a young 
pup, when he got the job, which 


Lincoin. 


SITTIN’ PRETTY: 
Solich will succeed in 


disappointed veteran aides such 
as Jim Walden and Warren 
Powers. With a unified staff 
behind him, Solich and Nebraska 
will continue to soar. 

@ Winning large. Nobody wins 
like they do in Lincoln, not even 
Perry Mason. You've heard the 
dizzying numbers: 29 bowl ap- 
pearances in a row, 
36 consecutive 
winning seasons, 
29 years in a row 
of at least nine 
victories. 

@ Husker home. 
If there’s a heaven, 
it's Memorial 
Stadium. At least 
that’s the feeling 
among Nebraska 
fans, whose num- 
bers are so great 
on game days that 
it accounts for 5 
percent of the 
state’s population. 
Little boys in Scottsbluff dream 
of growing up and going east to 
Lincoln, where they will become 
big boys in a weight room that 
seemingly is as big as the state. 
And they arrive scholarship or 
no scholarship, as walking on at 
Nebraska is a birthright for 
natives. 

Can we play, too? The 
winning tradition, the intense 
interest from the natives and the 
top-level weight program are an 
awesome mix that attracts many 
of the nation’s top offensive 


2 
z 
= 


skill-position players. Hotshots 
from New Jersey, Florida, Texas 
and California want to wear that 
white helmet, the one with the 
stencil-kit “N” on the side, And 
defensive recruits are just as 
eager to make the tunnel walk 
down Husker Boulevard onto the 
Memorial Stadium field as the 
Alan Parsons Project's “Sirius” 
blares on the P.A. 

Still, while it figures to be 
business as usual, there are 
some questions that could 
emerge at the coordinator spots. 
If Solich doesn’t assume the 
play-calling from Osborne, who 
will? Quarterback coach Turner 
Gill would be a good choice; he 
has been groomed by Osborne 
since arriving on campus as a 
quarterback recruit in 1980. But 
he reportedly is a candidate for 
the TCU coaching job. 

And Charlie McBride may 
voluntarily relinquish his 
defensive coordinator post after 
16 seasons. He would remain an 
assistant, with someone on the 
staff (linebacker coach Craig 
Bohl?) taking over defensive 
play-calling chores. But things 
will remain the same on the 
defensive side of the ball, 
regardless of who is making the 
calls. ~ 

This is a program on 
auto-pilot, and it sells itself to 
recruits based on a legacy 
built by Devaney and Osborne. 
It’s a legacy Solich will nurture 
well. —Tom Dienhart 


Senior HT: 6'5" WT: 222 
College: University of Tennessee 
Major: Speech Communications - GPA 3.61 


Peyton Manning's work on the field has remained just as impressive as his work off it. That's why he’s been selected 
the 1997 Honda Scholar Athlete of the Year. His commitment, both athletically and academically, throughout 
his intercollegiate career has been extraordinary. Td honor that, Honda is donating $10,000 in his name to the 


University of Tennessee's general scholarship fund. Congratulations, Peyton, on some very impressive stats. 


THE HONDA SCHOLAR ATHLETE AWARD 


HONDA 


©1997 American Honda Motor Co, Ine. 
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be a college football fan. 

Among other surprising things, Tailback U. 
(otherwise known as USC) repeatedly was stuffed 
for 2-yard losses; offense-happy Colorado State 
and Air Force, the WAC’s two best teams, lost 
their pass plays in a cloud of dust created by 
3-yard gains; and Missouri learned it was all right 
to punch back after 13 years of being a black- 
and-blue-and-gold punching bag. 

The foundations of the sport were rocked most 
recently by the retirement of Tom Osborne, King 
of Cornhusker Nation. What’s next? Is Tennessee 
going to beat Nebraska in the Orange Bowl? Nah. 
But here are the items that shocked us more than 
UCLA's rebound from an 0-2 start to a 9-2 finish. 

Who’s going to the Rose Bowl? OK, everybody 
who thought Washington State would win the 
Pac-10 and go to the Rose Bowl, raise your hand. 
Frankly, we'll wait a loooooooong time before we 
see a hand. Coach Mike Price, quarterback Ryan 
Leaf and a high-powered offense that set Pac-10 
marks for total offense with 5,524 yards turned 
the surprising Cougars into one of the more 
amazing stories of the season. And the Cougs may 
have one more surprise in them, as Michigan 
won't have seen the kind of offensive firepower 
Washington State will take to Pasadena. 

The fall and rise of Notre Dame. No school’s fol- 
lowers experienced the emotional ebbs and flows 
that Notre Dame’s faithful went through. A narrow 
season-opening win over Georgia Tech 
elicited a collective “whew.” But the relief 
surrounding that escape turned to despair 
when the Irish then lost to Purdue, 
Michigan State, Michigan and Stanford. The 
list of questions grew longer and tempers 


Surprise, surprise- 
and there were a lot of ’em 


f you like your world to include the sun rising in the East, cars 
driving on the right side of the road and Ward Cleaver always 
having the right answer for the Beav, this wasn’t a good year to 


CHECK THE STAAT: Arizona State’s defensive 
tackle projects as a first-round pick. 


Attention-getter. No one could stop Jeremy Staat 
this season. You mean you've never heard of him? 
It would have been understandable if you hadn't 
beer! familiar with the hulking Arizona State de- ~ 
fensive tackle in August. It seems no one was, ex- 
cept Sun Devils coaches. Staat didn’t start a game 
in 1996 after transferring from Bakersfield (Calif) 
Community College and making only 22 tackles. 
But he turned heads with a stunning spring 
workout and carried that intensity into the fall. 
The NFL scouts are on to Staat, a 6-6, 288- 
pounder who projects as a first-round pick. 

Keep on keeping on. If you had told us in late 
August that NC State’s Mike O’Cain, USC's John 
Robinson and Mississippi State's Jackie Sherrill 
would keep their coaching jobs despite not 
leading their teams to a bowl, we would've 
chuckled heartily. Alas, it has happened. O’Cain’s 
Wolfpack and Sherrill’s Bulldogs started strong 
before fading late; Robinson's Trojans started slow 
before building momentum. The bottom line, 
though, is that each guided his team to an above- 
.500 finish. That was enough to get O'Cain and 
Sherrill contract extensions, but given Robinson's 
somewhat acrimonious relationship with A.D. 
Mike Garrett, the coach definitely will be on the 
hot seat—again—next season. 

Good programs, bad teams. Alabama, Miami and 
Texas combined to go 13-19 this season. Not sur- 
prisingly, none is headed to a bowl; it’s the first 
time that has happened since the 1958 season. 
The big problem for each was defense—or, rather, 
the lack of it. Texas’ swoon cost John Mackovic his 
job. Alabama coach Mike DuBose was in his first 
season, but his grace period is over; he appeased 
some by dismissing four members of his staff. 
Only Miami coach Butch Davis escaped basically 
unscathed; he and his staff are paying the cost for 
past NCAA transgressions. TSN 


Associate editor Tom Dienhart and assistant 
managing editor Mike Huguenin cover college 
football for THE SpoRTING NEws. E-mail them at 
“ colfb@sportingnews.com. 
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Bowl batting order 


grew shorter. Had Notre Dame made a mis- Rk. Bowl Matchu 
ENG UOT RID DRC NES AG 4. Sugar Florida State vs. Ohio State 
Dame devoid of talent? Was Gerry Faust 2 Rose Michigan vs. Washington St. 
sitting in the press box with a headset? Of 3. Orange HaracicaeeGlonricsece mae 
course, the answers were no, no and no. 4. Citrus Florida vs. Penn State 
pave Piscean ee eee oe 5. Aloha Michigan St. vs. Washington 
anlar ie ean. s Focus a 6. Holiday Colorado State vs. Missouri 
not succumbing to the pressure. The good 7. Fiesta Kansas State vs. Syracuse 
ae Raa ee ee ee 8. Outback Georgia vs. Wisconsin 
Rieti A rth area ange 9. Alamo Oklahoma State vs. Purdue 
furth aes Gyre. 10. Peach Auburn vs. Clemson 
Reshaping the Heisman. Charles 41. Sun Arizona State vs. lowa 
Woodson hhas turned the Heisman Trophy 42, Cotton Texas A&M vs. UCLA 
upside down, opening the door for defen- 13, Motor City Marshall vs. Mississippi 
sive players to challenge seriously for the 14. Liberty Pittsburgh on Southern Miss 
avers Ns oN ie ash ee pares Ges 15. Insight.com _— Arizona vs. New Mexico 
fenders by mentioning their names during 
in-season polls and by casting a third- or 16, Une LSilys, Notre Dame 
fourth-place vote. But everyone knew i i 
18. Las Vegas Air Force vs. Oregon 
those were phony feelings and that the i inf 
hardware was being reserved for the oes ater daca Tienes 
glamour boys. Woodson has opened the % ~ 
door for players of his ilk. 
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We know the holiday season is busy and time is precious. Thus, as a public service, we've prioritized the bowls 
for you, from most to least attractive/intriguing. 


Comment 

Two heavyweight programs get to slug it out. 

Great defense vs. great offense = great game. 

Big Red/Big Orange matchup could be for national title. 
Spurrier and Paterno an interesting study in contrast. 

Two disappointments try to salvage the season. 

This should be a high-scoring affair. 

Two criticized teams get a chance to show they’re for real. 
It'll be the Badgers’ beef against the Bulldogs’ speed. . 
Two teams ending bow! droughts meet up. 

A long-time rivalry renewed in an apt place (Atlanta). 
Overachievers (ASU) against underachievers (lowa), 
Bruins have the biggest reason to be upset at the Alliance. 
How will Herd do against team from a power league? 
Good defense (USM’s) against a good offense. 

Too bad this isn’t a basketball game. 

13th rematch of a regular-season game in bowl history. 


Georgia Tech vs. West Virginia An ACC also-ran vs. a Big East also-ran. Be still, our hearts. 


This one’s for the birds (Ducks vs. Falcons). 
Gee, think the Tar Heels will be fired up for this one? 
We'll understand if you miss this contest. 


More college football at www.sportingnews.com/cfootball AOL keyword: TSN 


touchdown passes. 


PASSING YARDS PER GAME 


Rk. Player, school G  Cmp. 
1. Tim Couch, Kentucky 1 363 
2. Tim Rattay, Louisiana Tech 1 293 
3. Ryan Leaf, Washington State n 210 
4, John Dutton, Nevada 1 225 
5. Peyton Manning, Tennessee 12 287 
6, Thad Busby, Florida State 1 235 
7. Charlie Batch, Eastern Michigan ab] 247 

/8. Chad/Pennington, Marshall 12 253 
9, Jon Denton, Nevada 9 199 

10! " Daunte Culpepper, Central Florida ihe 238 

11. Chris Redman, Louisville 11 261 

12. Dameyune Craig, Auburn 12 216 
13. Brian Brennan, Idaho 10 218 
14, Jose Davis, Kent 10 194 

15. Cade McNown, UCLA a 173 

RUSHING 

Player, school Att. Yds. Avg YPG 
a Ricky Williams, Texas 279 +1893 6.8 172.09 
2. Ahman Green, Nebraska 278 «1877 6.8 156.42 
3. Amos Zereoue, West Virginia 264 1505 5.7 150,50 
4. Tavian Banks, lowa 246° 1639 6,7 149.00 
5. Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 249 1421 5.7 142.10 
6. Travis Prentice, Miami (Ohio) 296 1549 5.2 140.82 
7. Dwayne Harris, Toledo 254 1278 5.0 127.80 
8. Kevin Faulk, LSU 205° 1144 5.6 127.11 
§° De'Mond Parker, Oklahoma 194 1143 5,9 127.00 
10. Chris McCoy, Navy 246 1370 5.6 124.55 
RECEPTIONS PER GAME 
Player, school G Rec. Yds. Avg. RPG 
a Eugene Baker, Kent 11 103 1549 15.0 9.36 
2. Troy Edwards, LouisianaTech 11 102 1707 16.7 9.27 
3, Troy Walters, Stanford 11 «86 1206 14.0 7.82 
Geoff Noisy, Nevada 11 86 1184 13.8 7.82 
§. Randy Moss, Marshall 12 90 1647 183 7.50 
6. Siaha Burley, Central Florida 11 77 1106 14:4 7.00 
Antonio Wilson, Idaho 11-77 :«910 11.8 7.00 
8. Bobby Shaw, California 11-75 1093 14.6 6.82 
9. Nakia Jenkins, Utah State 11 73 1086 14.9 6.64 
Craig Yeast, Kentucky 11 73° 873 (11.9 6.64 


RECEIVING YARDS PER GAME 
Rk. Player, school 
1, Troy Edwards, LouisianaTech 14 
2. Eugene Baker, Kent an} 

3, Randy Moss, Marshall 12 90 
4. Jerome Pathon, Washington 11) 69 
5. Troy Walters, Stanford 11 86 
6. Geoff Noisy, Nevada 11 (86 
7. Brian Alford, Purdue Ti} 19) 
8. Trevor Insley, Nevada Ui) 
9. Pascal Volz, New Mexico 12° «69 
0. Siaha Burley, Central Florida ith 1 


ALL- PURPOSE YARDAGE 
Rk. Player, school Rush Rec. PR/KR Yds. 
1. Troy Edwards, la.Tech 1901707 6/241 2144 
2. Ricky Williams, Texas| 1893 150 0/0 2043 
3. Kevin Faulk, LSU 1144 «93 192/217 1646 
4. Randy Moss, Marshall 2 1647 266/263 2178 
5. Michael Perry, Rice 1034 44 26/680 1784 
6. Tutu Atwell, Minnesota 77-924 296/776 2073 
7. Jerome Pathon, Washington 0 1245 209/386 1840 
8. Tavian'Banks, lowa 1639 200 0/0 1839 
9, Ahman Green, Nebraska 1877 105 0/0 1982 
10. Sedrick Irvin, Mich.St. 1211 339° 263/0 1813) 164.82 


FIELD GOALS 


Rk, Player, school FGA FGM Pct. FGPG 
1. Brad Palazzo, Tulane 28 23 821 2.09 
2. Colby Cason, New Mexico: 30 21-700 = 1:75 
3. Martin Gramatica, Kansas St. 20 19 950 1.73 
Shayne Graham, Virginia Tech 23°19 826 1.73 
Chris Sailer, UCLA 24.19 .792 861.73 
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Le FINAL °9 = 
Kentucky's Tim Couch adapted well to new coach Hal 
Mumme’s pass-first (and pass-second and pass-third and ...) 


attack, leading the nation in passing at 353.1 yards per game. 
*He also was second (to Marshall's Chad Pennington) in 


Att. Yds. ™ INT 
547 = 3884 37 19 
477-3881 34 10 
375 =. 3637 33 10 
367° 3526 20 6 
477 °3819 36 "1 
390-3317 25) 10 
434 © 3280 23 11 
428° 3480 39 12 
374 = 2586 18 7 
381-3086 25 15 
445 3079 18 14 
403-3277 18 13 
387-2708 19 5 
365° 2707 32 14 
283-2877 22 5 


TEAM 


TOTAL OFFENSE 


TOP 10 

W-L Plays Yds. 
12-0 937 6164 
10-1 808 5524 
92 813 5456 
11-1 890 5794 
5-6 796 5272 
5-6 876 5214 
8-3 

10-1 

6-5 

10-2 


5-6 630 

. 2-9 
110. N.illinois 0-11 
109. TCU 1-10 
108. Arkansas 4-7 
107. Vanderbilt 3-8 
106. Illinois = 0-11 
105.Minnesota 3-9 
104. SW Louisiana 1-10 766 3174 
103, Oregon St. 3-8 798 3235 


TOTAL DEFENSE 


TOP10 
W-L Plays Yds. 
11-0 660 2276 
693 2302 
717 2655 
702 2825 
717 3088 
642 2863 
733 2927 
820 3215 


School 
1. Michigan 
2.N.Garolina 10-1 
3. Florida St. 10-1 
4. Kansas St. 10-1 
5. Nebraska 12-0 
6) Navy 7-4 
7. lowa 7-4 
8. Ohio St. 9-2 
9. Vanderbilt 3-8 704 3026 
10. AirForce 10-2 756 3471 


BOTTOM 10 
W-L Plays Yds. 
2-9 796 5444 
2-9 827 5414 
3-8 785 5377 
109. Rutgers 11 837 5272 
108.C.Mich. 2-9 785 5240 
107. SW La. 1-10 760 5233 
106.E.Mich. 4-7 842 5196 
105. N. Mexico St. 2-9 765 5117 
104. Nevada 5-6 853 4936 
103. Arkansas St. 2-9 785 4932 


School 
112. Akron 
111. Tulsa 
110. Kent 


YPG 


3: The number of teams aes Army 


and Ohio U.) that finishes 
than 1,000 yards passing this seas 


with less 


On; 


there were eight teams that failed to 


rush for 1,000 yards. 
.673: The winning percentage for 
Colorado's opponents this season; 


ac- 


cording to the NCAA, the Buffs had the 
nation’s toughest schedule this year. 


inside 
CAMPUS 
RUMBLINGS 
AND LOCKER 
ROOM 
WHISPERS 


Dennis Franchione has done a superb job as coach in rebuilding 
New Mexico; his next job likely will be trying to rebuild WAC foe 
TCU. Look for Franchione to make the intraconference coaching 
move and replace Pat Sullivan, who was fired this season. ... LSU 
defensive coordinator Carl Reese was hired to rebuild Texas’ “D.” 
Expect Reese to get the Longhorns to a different level defensively 
(then again, any kind of improvement will be a massive step up). 
Word is Reese will be the highest-paid defensive coordinator’ in 
the nation. ... Florida State lost one of the best recruiting 
coordinators in the nation when Ronnie Cottrell moved to 
Alabama as assistant head coach. Cottrell deserves a lot of credit 
for FSU’s monster recruiting classes the past few years. His move 
turns up the recruiting pressure on Auburn's staff. 

An early peek at some non-conference schedules for next 
season indicates habits won't change at some schools until fear of 
an early-season loss is eliminated by the specter of gaining 
redemption in a playoff. And why 
should those schools toughen up? 
It’s not worth risking a loss in a 
sport that is shaped so heavily by 
opinion. Show pollsters a 4-0 
mark out of the gate, and you'll 
be rewarded with a nice perch 
(yes, we're talking about you, 
Iowa). That said, it was no shock 
to learn Kansas State has lined up 
Northern Illinois, which went 
winless in 1997 en route to to 
, being ranked 112th out of 112 
WELL-HEELED: Donnan won teams in the nation by TSN, and 
big in the leverage game. Northeast Louisiana. And Wis- 
consin has San Diego State, Ohio University and UNLV on board. 

What happened to that Tar Heels recruiting class that scattered 
after Mack Brown left? Well, most of the players returned to the 
oral commitment fold after defensive coordinator Carl Torbush 
was promoted. One who hasn't, though, is hotshot QB Luke Huard, 
.. South Carolina hired former Baylor coach Chuck Reedy as its 
offensive coordinator. Reedy, a former Clemson assistant, is 
known for his recruiting acumen but seems a somewhat poor fit 
with Gamecocks coach Brad Scott (Reedy prefers the run, Scott 
the pass). South Carolina also hired Woody McCorvey as its 
receivers coach. McCorvey, who was fired from the same position 
at the end of the season by Alabama, is another good recruiter. 

Georgia coach Jim Donnan turned down the North Carolina job, 
though he is a North Carolina native. His flirtation with the Heels 
earned him a raise of almost $300,000, to $650,000. 
Tennessee's Phil Fulmer also is in line for a raise that will push his 
salary to the $1 million level. ... Look for Tennessee defensive end 
coach Steve Caldwell to be hired by Alabama, likely as the 
defensive line coach. —Tom Dienhart and Mike Huguenin 


ROB CARR / AP 
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The ulti 


Finding a scorer who gets his points is one thing, but (Zu) Selanne is tough to 


e’s six feet tall, weighs 200 pounds; 

not exactly an imposing Mark Messier 

or Eric Lindros look-alike. He’s 27; 

not a 20-year-old speedskater. He has 

been playing without one of the best 

playmakers in the game—Paul Kariya 
ended a 10-week contract dispute only last week. 
He’s not from a hockey hotbed like Canada; he’s 
from Finland, for heaven’s sake. 

So, quickly now, why can’t teams stop Teemu 
Selanne? 

Stumped? Don't feel alone. Coaches around the 
NHL aren't sure how to slow the Finnish Flash. 

Here is a multipronged strategy for stopping 
Selanne: 

@ Canucks coach Mike Keenan says, “When 
playing against Selanne, you have to come up 
with a team strategy to try to control him—keep 
him out of situations where he’s comfortable: 
skating in the open, handling the puck, alone near 
the net. The most critical thing is to take away his 
time and space.” 

@ Flames coach Brian Sutter says, “You can 
never shut him down completely. He’s too good, 
you have to be aware of him at all times. We try 
to stand up three players at the blue line to slow 
him down, take away that great speed of his.” 

@ Coyotes coach Jim Schoenfeld says, “You hit 
him every chance you can get to try to slow him 
down. Of course, you have to catch him first.” 

@ Oilers assistant coach Bob McCammon says, 
“You hijack Anaheim’s plane or just kidnap Teemu 
when he's scheduled to play your team.” 

The most successful solution? 

@ How about Eetu, the second child born to 
Teemu and Sirpa Selanne in the early hours of 
November 12, who rendered the unstoppable 
Selanne human later that night in a 4-3 loss to the 
Canadiens? He was held to no points and two shots 
on goal, snapping an 11-game goal-scoring streak. 


“After being at the hospital all day, I didn’t have = 


the strength to fight through the hooking and 
holding like I usually do,” he says. “I was there for 
my wife and son, but I let my teammates down.” 
Not even close, Teemu. Selanne already had 
scored 18 goals in 18 games, including two hat 
tricks. Only six goal-scoring streaks have lasted 
longer in the 81-year history of the NHL, high- 


lighted by Harry “Punch” Broadbent's 16-game 
streak, set in 1921-22. 

“It's scary, how he scores so much without 
shooting very much,” teammate Steve Rucchin 
says. “Real scary.” 


eemu Selanne is Junior Griffey on ice. He's 
grace and poetry in motion. Speed. Power. 
All of that punctuated by those great hands 
and wrists. 

“What makes that Ken Griffey comparison so 
apt is Teemu never wastes a goal, it’s always a 
home run,” Mighty Ducks coach Pierre Pagé says. 
“If you look at Griffey’s home runs, I think you 
will see they almost always come early in the 
game to give his team a lead or late when the 
game is on the line. Same with Teemu.” 

The irony of the Mighty Ducks’ season so far is 
it took the lingering absence of Kariya for 
everyone to truly appreciate the glittering pres- 
ence of Selanne. “I think Teemu rediscovered 
himself,” Pagé says. “He scored 76 goals as a 
rookie in Winnipeg without Paul. And I think he’s 
found out he can do things by himself again.” 

Says Selanne, “It was an adjustment I had to 
make without Paul. With him, you knew if you'd 
find the open ice, the puck would come. He made 
it so easy. There were no extra things you had to 
do to get open. Without him, I had to find other 
methods to do damage.” 

If he felt the pressure to produce without 
Kariya, he didn’t show it. If he felt the pressure 
from opponents hounding him on defense, he 
didn’t show that, either. 

“He’s a great player, a great scorer,” Tampa Bay 
center Brian Bradley says. 

Says teammate Joe Sacco, “Paul was the captain 
here and already established, so Teemu was in his 
shadow a little bit. But he shouldn't have been.” 

“Tt was a big challenge for our team to show we 
could be a good hockey team, even without Paul,” 
says Selanne, who took on more leadership 
without Kariya. 

That humility, drive and leadership make 
Selanne one of the quietest forces in the game— 
until he gets the puck in goal-scoring range, where 
he rarely misses. 


Vital statistics 


There are some very real distinctions between a guy who racks up meaningless points and one who 


gets them at key times in games. 


Because the team that scores first usually wins in the NHL, helping your team get off to a fast start 
is keenly important. So points in the first 10 minutes make a big impact. Likewise, the points in the 
last 10 minutes, when games often are.on the line, also are vital. And that’s where Mighty Ducks right 


winger Teemu Selanne shines. 


Selanne led the NHL in points in each of those categories last season—and in Anaheim’s first 30 
games this season, 12 of his 23 goals and two of his seven assists came in those pressure situations. 
Here are the 1996-97 season’s important stats leaders: 


i 
Player, team Games Goals Assists Points Player, team Games Goals Assists Points 
Teemu Selanne, Anaheim 78 9 1 20 Teemu Selanne, Anaheim 78 15 13 28 
Paul Kariya, Anaheim 69 8 9 17 Mario Lemieux, Pittsburgh 76 13 14 27 
Keith Tkachuk, Phoenix 81 7 9 16 John LeClair, Philadelphia 82 10 15 25 
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—Larry Wigge 


LEAVING THEM BLUE: 
Selanne, known as the Finnish 
Flash, is amazing at how easily 
he can get a step on opponents 
and then get his shot on target, 
even when he’s at full speed. 


“Teemu is a great guy to have on the team 
when things get tense,” Rucchin says. “I'd say our 
attitude turned around 180 degrees when he got 
here (from Winnipeg in a trade for Oleg 
Tverdovsky and Chad Kilger on February 7, 
1996). He truly has fun coming to the rink every 
day, and I think it’s safe to say we all get a little 
more at ease with him around.” 


Finisher 


stop at the most critical points of the game 
By Larry Wigge 


istening to a goal scorer explain how he 

goes about carving up a defenseman and 

finding that elusive opening in a 

goaltender’s style truly is a part of seeing a 
different game. This is a game that very few have 
the gift to see—and even fewer the ability to put 
into easy-to-understand terms. 

“My philosophy is simple,” Selanne says. “Most 
games are won by the team that scores first. 'm 
ready to go when I’m driving to the game, 
listening to some sort of upbeat music—rock, 
usually—to be ready to jump out of the gatés in 
the first 10 minutes of the game. 

“The other part of the game that is most impor- 
tant to me is the last 10 minutes. The game is on 
the line, and I 
always reach back 
to find a different 
gear, an extra step.” 

He scored the 
Mighty Ducks’ first 
goal in 11 of their 
first 30 games. He 
had eight goals and 
no assists in the 
first 10 minutes of 
games and four 
goals and two 
assists in the last 
10 minutes, in- 
cluding four game- &: 
winning goals. — SS 

Blues defense- ON HOLD: Kariya’s contract 
man Al MacInnis dispute made Selanne the 
raises his eyebrows team’s Mightiest Duck. 
when he is asked 
to talk about Selanne. He describes Teemu as ex- 
plosive, with a deceptive strength. 

“He's so quick and moves so well,” MacInnis 
says, “but he surprises a lot of guys with his 
strength. They’ll challenge him, and he’ll lay a 
shoulder into them. And the next thing they 
know, they end up on their butts.” 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


elanne is no secret, but he has become a 
secret weapon the way Pagé has used him 
this season, 

“I don’t know if it’s pure talent or what, 
but it’s incredible,” Pagé says. “I’ve just been 
throwing him out there again and again. The 
secret is we're cutting down his shifts, getting 
him on and off real quick. He still ends up 
playing 24 minutes or so—that’s plenty, espe- 
cially the way the schedule is bunched up (with a 
the three-week Olympics break). The key, I 
think, is to keep him fresh and try to catch the 
opposition off-balance. 

“To accomplish that, I've been sending him out 
there in small doses—maybe 20 or 30 seconds a 
shift, instead of 90 seconds like most of the other 
stars get.” 

Pagé knocks on a wood bench in Anaheim’s 
locker room for good luck. Pierre, with Teemu Se- 
lanne on your side, your luck is all skill. TSN 


| 
ALBERT DICKSON/ TSN 


Larry Wigge is an associate editor for THE 


Say SPorTING News. 
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Some winners and losers 
in search for the perfect fit 


s I was testing shafts at the pro shop of my favorite golf 


course in my never-ending search for the perfect irons, other 


patrons were shopping for Christmas gifts—caps, shoes, golf 


shirts, slacks, balls and 
clubs, all on someone's 
wish list. 

It reminded me of a different kind 
of shopping, that which goes on 365 
days a year in hockey. One thing is 
universal in the world of shoppers: 
Everybody is looking for the perfect fit 

When Ed Belfour chose to sign as 
a free agent with Dallas, he thought 
life would be good if he could play 
behind the Stars’ defense. But he had 
no idea it would be this good. 

Belfour broke a 30-year-old fran- 
chise record last week when he 
recorded his seventh shutout of the 
season, topping Cesare Maniago’s 
mark with a 3-0 victory over Tampa 
Bay. Belfour had to stop only 12 
shots in the triumph. 

“It's a tribute to our defense,” 
Belfour says. “The team takes pride 
in blocking shots and clearing away 
rebounds. That, in my mind, is what 
it takes to win a Stanley Cup.” 

Belfour’s seven-shutout total 
matched his career high, which he 
set in 1992-93 for Chicago and 
equaled a year later. 

Is Tony Esposito’s post-World War 
II record of 15 in jeopardy? 

“T don’t know,” Belfour says. “I do know this is 
the place it will happen, if it’s in the cards, 
because the team is committed to playing great 
defense.” 

Belfour, obviously, was a great fit in Dallas. 
Several other players and teams have been 
rewarded for their careful shopping decisions too, 
but others have not fared so well. Here’s a look at 
some of the winners and losers: 


Attention, 
shoppers 


Are you looking for a perfect fit to help your 
favorite team down the stretch? You can start 
here: 

Sergei Fedorov, Red Wings. His salary demands 
are too high for Detroit. The Rangers and Panthers 
would do well to move on this great talent. 

Alexander Mogilny, Canucks. The Canucks 
desperately need a top-flight defenseman, and 
Mogilny is bait. The Rangers, Islanders and Capitals 
are prime bidders. 

Ted Nolan, unattached. Florida would have been 
the perfect team for this coach. Some are saying 
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STAR POWER: When Dallas officials made their list and checked 
it twice, Belfour was right at the top. He hasn’t disappointed. 


The best fits 


Byron Dafoe, Bruins. Boston has transformed 
from a last-place team into a playoff contender 
because of Dafoe’s emergence in goal. He has 
started 18 of the team’s last 19 games and has 
been rock-solid every night. 

Steve Duchesne; Blues. St. Louis’ rise to the 
NHLs elite level starts with its solid defense—and 
Duchesne’s playmaking skills. Duchesne entered 


the Rangers should jump at the chance to hire him 
before it’s too late, 

Alexei Kovalev, Rangers. As long as Mike 
Keenan and Mark Messier are in Vancouver, there 
will be rumors of a trade for Kovalev. And as long 
as Colin Campbell is coach of the Rangers, Kovalev 
will endure benchings from time to time. E 

Sean Burke, Hurricanes. The big, competitive 
goalie the Flyers should go after—as long as it 
doesn’t take Rod Brind’Amour to get him. 

Curtis Joseph, Oilers. The small, unorthodox 
goalie the Flyers shouldn’t go after—but probably 
will. 

Eric Daze, Blackhawks. A scorer who doesn’t 
score as consistently as he did in his 1995-96 
rookie season, but the player St. Louis probably 


‘STEPHEN DUNN /ALLSPORT 


the week tied for the league lead in points by a 
defenseman with New Jersey's Scott Niedermayer 
and Dallas’ Sergei Zubov. 

Gary Roberts, Hurricanes. Even after sitting out a 
season, Roberts still has it. His heart-and-soul 
presence helped Carolina recover from a miser- 
able start, and he has helped keep a team without 
fans interested every night. 

Dave King, Canadiens. He's only an assistant 
coach, but Montreal's resurgence is tied to the dis- 
cipline King has helped instill in this team. 

Jozef Stumpel, Kings. The playmaking Stumpel, 
who was traded for Dafoe, has helped Los 
Angeles become one of the highest-scoring teams 
in the NHL. 

Luke Richardson, Flyers. Opponents fear 
crossing the blue line with Richardson waiting to 
pounce on them. The other side of the equation is 
that Edmonton has struggled to stop opposing 
goal-scorers without him. 

Ron Wilson, Capitals. If ever a team needed a 
switch from the stifling, predictable defense-first 
attitude of a previous coach, Washington was it. 


The worst fits 


Mark Messier, Canucks. Messier needs to lead a 
team with a chance at winning the Staniey Cup. 
The Rangers’ decision to let him walk was clearly 
the worst made in the offseason. 

Pat LaFontaine, Rangers. Another public rela- 
tions disaster in Buffalo. LaFontaine knew he 
could play without ill effects from post-concussion 
syndrome and has proved it, but the Sabres 
wouldn't give him a chance for that comeback. 

Mike Vernon, Sharks. Some of the holes that 
have shown up in Chris Osgood’s game are 
making Red Wings fans wonder if the team chose 
the wrong goaltender to lead another Stanley Cup 
run. 
Kevin Stevens, Rangers. He’s not a power for- 
ward any more and hasn’t been since breaking all 
the major bones in his face in a 1993 playoff- 
game, collision with Richie Pilon. He was traded 
for Luc Robitaille, who has become a great leader 
for the Kings. 

Jari Kurri, Avalanche. A great scorer who can’t 
score any more. Keeping Mike Keane and his 
checking skills would have been a better idea. 


Associate editor Larry Wigge covers hockey for 
THE SPORTING News. E-mail him at 
wigge@sportingnews.com. 


would take in a package for Brett Hull. 

Sergei Gonchar, Capitals. Gonchar, one of the 
most gifted offensive defensemen in the game, is 
high on G.M. George McPhee’s trade list because of 
nasty contract negotiations and a less-than- 
productive first half. 

Roman Hamrlik, Lightning. He is a great shot 
and potential difference-maker on defense, but 
not for Tampa Bay, a team without a playoff 
prayer. 

Jason Arnoit, Oilers. Everyone still thinks of him 
as that power forward who scored 33 goals as a 
rookie in 1993-94, Potential free agency makes him 
trade bait in Edmonton. 

Dino Ciccarelli, Lightning. A contender like the 
Avalanche will be looking for his grit and scoring. 


More NHL at www.sportingnews.com/nh! AOL keyword: TSN 
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Who deserves to be the highest-paid player in the game? I'd have to say 
Eric Lindros and Paul Kariya are the players who will, and should, have the 
benchmark contracts because of their youth and importance to their teams 
and the game in general. 

One guy? I think Eric Lindros (who reportedly is negotiating with the 
Flyers on a five-year, $50 million deal) is the one the league is counting on 
to lead it—and, therefore, I'd have to say he should get the highest salary. 

From a business point of view, you have to be able to put people in the 
seats. If you look at Wayne Gretzky, Mark Messier and Mario Lemieux in the 
past, you see players commanding the highest salaries as team and organiza- 
tional leaders. They also have to be an ambassador for the game. Any time 
you command that kind of money, it’s your responsibility to sell the game. 

Earlier this summer, a lot of teams looked at the contracts that Mark 
Messier, Joe Sakic and Chris Gratton signed and said they were aberrations. 
Now that Kariya has signed for $5.5 million this season and $8.5 million for 
next season, I don’t know if it’s a line drawn in the sand, but this is no aber- 
ration. Still, you have to look at the law of supply and demand. It does seem 
obvious that the price has gone up with Kariya’s contract. How Kariya’s con- 
tract might affect others is an issue everyone in the game will be watching. 

Sergei Fedorov is probably next on the free-agent list to be signed. I’ve 
heard his agent say he’s worth the $7 million average that Joe Sakic is 
making, but the team compares him to something less than the $4.8 million 
that his teammate, Steve Yzerman, makes. 

If he wants to stay in Detroit, you might say he will have to take less to re- 
main on that team because of the loyalty package—the built-in salary cap— 
the Red Wings have there because of the loyalty the team owes to Yzerman. 
It’s a well-known fact the same is true in Boston with Ray Bourque and with 
Chris Chelios in Chicago—and no one is going to make more than those 
players there. 

To get more, Fedorov probably is going to have to convince the Red Wings 
to trade him or perhaps convince another team to sign him to an offer sheet. 


You can e-mail Mike Keenan at keenan@sportingnews.com and find his 
e-mailbag and more column material on our sites at www.sportingnews.com 

and America Online (keyword: TSN). Mike also will be in the auditorium chat 
room every other Friday on AOL. 


ower Poll 
Rk. Team W-L-T Comment 

1. New Jersey 22-9-0 Rolston fits nicely in MacLean’s ald spot. 

2. Dallas 21-9-4 2-2—shut out twice—without Modano. 

3. Detroit 19-8-5 Bad sign: Wings are only 4-3 in one-goal games. 

4. Colorado 17-8-9 Billington has become an able backup in net. 

5, Philadelphia 17-9-6 Breaking up Lindros-LeClair line boosts offense. 

6. St.Louis 20-11-3 — Maclnnis' shoulder Injury will hurt Blues big time. 

7. Pittsburgh 18-10-6  Barrasso has four shutouts in last six road starts. 

8. Montreal 18-12-4 — With puck-mover Malakhov out, Habs struggle. 

9. Washington 15-12-6  Bondra: 14 goals in his 14-game points streak. 
10. Boston 15-12-5 Anson Carter begins to play in-your-face hockey. 
11. Los Angeles 12-13-6 Blake staying healthy has been defensive key. 
12. Ottawa 13-15-4 Uh-oh, Alfredsson’s ankle is worse this time. 

13. Anaheim 12-15-6 Kariya injects new life into lineup immediately. 

14. N.Y.Islanders  13-15-4 — Nemchinov has been good addition for Isles. 

15. Phoenix 13-14-5 Out of doghouse, Gartner gets his 699th goal. 

16. Carolina 12-16-5  3-10-1 is league’s second-worst road record. 

17. Edmonton 11-16-7 Speed and grit help in victories at Detroit, St. Louis. 
18. Florida 11-16-5 A hot Dvorak could spell wins for Panthers. 

19, N.Y. Rangers 9-14-11 1-6-4 in last 11 games; changes are coming. 

20. Buffalo 10-14-6 Not afraid of overtime—3-0-6 record leads NHL. 
21. Chicago 10-15-6 Not united—0-3-4 in seven games at United Center. 
22. Toronto 10-15-5 —_ Leafs have killed off 50 of last 51 power plays. 

23. San Jose 11-18-3 Trading Bodger for MacLean not a great move. 

24. Calgary 9-18-7 Goalie Tabaracci is in an unconscious streak. 

25. Vancouver 9-19-4 Keenan says Bure is MVP over last three weeks. 
26. Tampa Bay 6-20-4 Renberg injury adds to Lightning woes. 


Through last Saturday's games. 
The Sportine News NHL Power Poll is determined by TSN Hockey Editor Larry Wigge. 


The book on 
Jozef Stumpel 


Kings, € 6-3 /210 


ED NESSEN/ TSN. 


The Bruins didn’t think Stum- 
pel-was worth the $2 million per 
season he was seeking'as a free 
agent, so they traded him to the 
Kings with Sandy Moger for left 
winger Dimitri Khristich and 
goalie Byron Dafoe. Although the 
deal has turned out well for both 
teams, Stumpel has clearly 
proved he’s worth every bit of 
$2 million while helping the 
Kings become the highest-scoring 
team in the NHL. 

Stumpel’s eight goals and 22 
assists put him on better than a 
point-per-game pace—and he has 
more points than any other 
player for the Kings or Bruins. 

One has to credit G.M. Dave 
Taylor for his keen eye in finding 
a nifty playmaker like Stumpel. 
But such acumen should come 
naturally for the former member 
of the Kings’ Triple Crown line 
that also featured Marcel Dionne 
and Charlie Simmer. 

“He had 76 points in 78 
games last season,” Taylor says. 
“That was more than 20 points 
better than anyone else on the 
team. He has always showed me 
a great pair of hands—and he 
could deflect the heavy checking 
the top centers in our league see 
with his big body. The money 
was secondary considering those 
attributes.” 

Actually, Adam Oates com- 
piled 70 points in 63 games be- 
fore he was traded to Washington 
in March. But you get the point. 
Stumpel, 25, a native of Nitra, 
Czechoslovakia, has helped Luc 
Robitaille revive his goal-scoring 
touch. 

“I like coach Larry Robinsén’s 
style,” Stumpel says. “I like our 
attacking style. ... Also, I feel 
better playing in the middle 
because I can control the play 
better.” 

Center stage obviously suits 
him. And to think, the Bruins 
didn’t think he could play there. 


& The New Dodge 


Enforcers 
of the Ice 


One key component on every 
winning team is a player who can 
not only score, but also play a 
physical style of game that forces 
opponents to deal with him. 
Whether it’s protecting a 
linemate or sending a message, 
hockey fans know there is a 
place on every team for an 
‘Enforcer of the Ice.’ 


This week's Enforcer: 


John LeClair 
Philadelphia Flyers 


Height: 6-2 
Weight: 220 Ibs. 
NHL experience: 7 years 
NHL All-Star: 1996, 1997 
Career hat tricks: six 


High expectations. That’s what the 
Flyers and the fans in the ‘City of 
Brotherly Love’ should have heading 
into the new year if John LeClair’s pro- 
duction continues to climb. Having al- 
ready sipped from Lord Stanley’s Cup 
with the Canadiens in 1993, LeClair 
will now try to bring the Cup to Philly 
in °98. The 28-year-old left wing will 
also be on a mission for gold this 
February in Nagano, Japan, when he 
skates for Team USA. Since coming 
from Montreal three seasons ago, 
LeClair has been spectacular. In 1996- 
97, he scored 50 goals for the second 
straight year. He led the NHL with a 
plus-44 plus/minus rating and scored 
81 points when the Flyers were at even 
strength, tops in the league. He was 
also the team’s scoring leader (97 pts). 
The Vermont native has maintained his 
production so far this season, ranking 
among the NHL's scoring leaders, The 
multi-talented forward is this week’s 
‘Enforcer of the Ice.’ 


W The New Dodge 


Proud Sponsor of the National Hockey League. 


DECEMBER 22, 1997 - TSN 69 


DREAM TEAMS LTD. 


Peter Forsberg leads defending-champion 
Sweden in the NHL's first officlal involvement in 
the Olympics. Eight other Avalanche players are 

on the various Dream Teams. But 
Olympic Team quantity does not 
necessarily reflect regular-season 
NHL success. The defending- 
champion Red Wings have only three 
Olympians. 


Team-by-team Olympians 
Clorado TS 9 
Philadelphia A § 
Pittsburgh —=—— 8 
N.Y. Rangers TS f 
Anahein a 7 
hic: a 7 
Dallas ES 5 
Edmonton ns 5 


1iSh 


FRONT OFFICE RUMBLINGS AND LOCKER ROOM WHISPERS 
G.M. Ken Holland says Paul Kariya’s two-year, 
$14 million contract does not affect the Red 
Wings’ negotiations with Sergei Fedorov. 
Wrong, says Detroit left winger Brendan 
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Statistics provided by STATS, Inc. through Friday, Dec. 12 


Last Chance for a Big Payday ! Easy to Enter...Easy to Play...Easy to Win 
SCORING 


* Each team will be ranked within its league and overall by eight statistical 
Wi categories: 
I n Total Scoring Total Receiving Yards 
Kicker Scoring Receiving Yards Average 
Total Rushing Yards Total Passing Yards 


Rushing Yards Average Passing Yards Average 
* The following formula is used to calculate Total Scoring: 


6 E Play on the Internet! (Rushing TDs x 6) + (Passing TDs x 3) + (Receiving TOs x 3) + 

(Field Goals x 3) + Extra Points + (other TDs x 6). 
fis Select your team, make changes and get reports! To calculate Rushing Yards Average, your team's total rushing yards 
See us at www.cdmnet.com/fsi/football Average, your team’s total receiving yards are divided by team total 


are divided by your team's total attempts. To calculate Receiving Yards 
receptions. To calculate Passing Yards Average, your team’s total 


ALL 


f Play-° 


oT Footba 


yosren ECan TO PAY SOG Ty). Feerc ite rteuby cea he sm ote oer tans in 
sSlaming team consists of 20 players: pees foran erty: ii their league, the team with the best total in each category will receive 25 
6 Running Back fs 824)95 foreach eocmiapel enn, (No ea points and the team with the worst will receive 1 point. 
osKickers! 9 is * $5.00 per address per team for reports to be é 4 at 
3 Quarterbacks 6 Wide Receivers a ‘ * Overall points are calculated by ranking your team's statistics totals 
mated weekty rater nan De westy: . versus all other entries’ in The Challenge. 
ree Bo - =} $5.00 for teports fp be insiied ioa'zndadcese: * Stats are accumulated weekly for all 2p staring pa yerstithelstatiwaek 
5 Tesaan ear be se aaa eee ea for pas SAV ES 1 0 0 Oo pears with games played on Saturday and ends with games played on 
vo a: junday. 
* UP A a Set elomenes Pree Ss $ P. * All, statistics accumulated by the players on the starting team, 
5 - : Enter 2 teams for only $59.90 regardless of what position they play during the play-offs, contribute to a 
buvdolepply. when suiiched onto.the starting teainy team’s statistics totals. Special team statistics, except TD's, do not 
TRANSACTION FEES ant 
LEAGUE FORMATION * To make player areas a toll-free 800 number * Taxi squad players’ stats do not contribute to your ios stat totals. 
5 es are formed ona first-come, first-served basis. and an account number will be provided. * Previous stats by a player before he was on your roster do Not count. 
. ae arkicrn a league. * The transaction fees are as follows: * A players statistics are added to your team’s statistics totals only during 
* All teams compete for the overall grand prize. All moves on or before Dec. 26th. the weeks that he is on your starting team. : 
Taxi Squad Switch (unlimited) * Regular season statistics do not contribute to your team's Statistics, 
New Player Purchase (limit 5). * Inthe event of a tie, the cash prizes for the positions tied will be added 
REPORTS together and divided evenly among the team owners that have tied. 


* Player transactions must be made by 9 PM CST the 
night before the first game is played each weekend. 


Player transactions cannot be made until your team has been entered 
into the computer database. Teams will be entered within three working 
ally lirans days of receipt. 
Otic inensed * To make transactions, a Mastercard or Visa must be provided to which 
product of the fees will be billed. Otherwise, payment via check must be in advance. 

q * If needed, our toll number is 1-314-991-1511. 
National Football League . 1 you have questions regarding the rules of The Sporting News™ 
L Players Association Fantasy Football Play-off Challenge, call 1-800-568-6288. 


We calculate your league and overall position every week. 
Receive a four-page report bi-weekly or weekly. You 
automatically receive bi-weekly reports with your entry fee. 
Bi-weekly reports will be sent the weeks of 

January 5 and January 26. 


If purchased, weekly reports will be sent the weeks of 
December 29 and January 12. Entries must be received by 
Fri., December 26, 1997, 9 pm 


Fax service is available weekly. 
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ee News Publishing Co, are not eligible to play. CDM. lnc. is solely responsible for enacting, administering. enforcing the rules, and maintaining the itezrity of The Sporting News™ Fantasy Football Play-off Challenge. 


So just how does the women’s game stack up? One 
sore writer investigated the phenomenon first hand 


By Steve Harrison 


n my mind, for a few seconds at least, the 
basketball and I were one. It was a 
summer Friday night, a pickup game, you 
see, and there was an offensive rebound. 
Surrounded by a sea of desperate, hungry 
hands, I grabbed the ball with my right and 
effortlessly made the putback with my left. 
It was my second basket in my team’s first 
two possessions, and I felt fine. I felt on. Sure, I 
may not have looked great-Who would wearing 
new high tops that felt like construction boots and 
a blue mesh jersey that looked like a sports bra?— 
but I still was prince of the court. 

Then, from the bleachers, came a cry from a 
little boy, prematurely ending my joy. “NO FAIR!” 
he screamed. “HE’S PLAYING AGAINST GIRLS!” 

Well, yes, they were all girls because I planned 
it that way. I was writing about women’s basket- 
ball, to see how the game had matured, to see 
how it differed—and_ulti- 
mately how it stacked up—to 
the men’s game. To do this, I 
came to Euless, Texas, a 
suburb hard by DFW Air- 
port, home to strip malls on 
steroids and a_ serious 
women’s summer basketball 
league. For three days and 
nights, I got off my butt and 
on the court, where I ran 
and sweated and sometimes 
jumped with complete 
strangers. All of whom were 
women. 

But I digress. Thirty min- 
utes after my rebounding 
spree and the little boy’s cry 
of injustice, the women of 
Euless had become some- 
body else. They were now 
all-stars for Satan. They had 
driven past me so many 
times I felt like a hitchhiker. 
My spectacles needed tiny S = 
windshield wipers to clear Assi 
off my sweat. I had been el- 
bowed. Kneed. Slapped. 
And trash-talked. 

The latter happened 
when I was the one on a three-on-one break. 
There was a pass to Ginger Usher, a junior for- 
ward at TCU who went strong to the goal—and 
strong to me. Without fear, she dribbled once, 
and over my desperate body, she kissed the ball 
off the glass and in. 

“OH, STEVE!,” came a shout, almost a giggle, 
from behind me. “WE’RE NOT SCARED OF 
YOU NO MORE!” 


Photos by Robert Seale/TSN 


ore than a year ago, when my editor 
suggested I become the Bobby Riggs of 
Euless, I hated the idea. Sure, I could 
| do it—I was young and a man and had 
played a little basketball—but who was I to play 
and judge? I wondered if we were comparing ap- 
ples and oranges. I wondered how many readers— 
there will be many, 1 know—would cry sexism, 
that a man was degrading the women’s game. Did 
I feel the same? But my greatest concern was 
whether I could handle myself on the court. 

In the end, what convinced me to play was the 
thought of my peers, men and women who chron- 
icle sports from the press box. For many of them, 
athleticism is about running to the press room at 
halftime for free pretzels. How could playing and 
giving it my best shot be any worse? 

So bagreed to become Everyman, the player my 
editor wanted me to be. First, you should know I 
am a slow guy with a toler- 
able jump shot. I took my 
mission seriously, desper- 
ately trying to get in shape— 
running, swimming and 
lifting—but I faced an uphill 
battle. One friend, remem- 
bering Everyman’s usual 
lifestyle, said all that exercise 
couldn't possibly be good for 
me 


But nonetheless, this 
Everyman would carry the 
flag for males who watch 
women’s basketball and 
wonder: How do men and 
women play differently? 
Could the guys at the 
YMCA run with them? Is 
women’s basketball really as 
good as it’s supposed to be? 

To find out, we chose the 
Mineral Wells-Euless NCAA 
Sanctioned Women’s 
Summer Basketball League. 
The league, made up of col- 
lege and former college 
stars from the Metroplex, 
has featured Debra Rodman 
(Dennis’ sister), Nancy 
Lieberman-Cline and even Martina Navratilova. 
The league is more than cold pitchers after the 
game: I was tickled to see a fan and a ref trading 
insults during a consolation game. : 

Before I came to Euless, I knew boys were 
faster, taller and stronger than girls, of course. I 
had seen and heard how women play with sound 
fundamentals and have lethal jumpers and won- 
dered if that were really true. I knew the roots of 


wz 

MAN AMONG WOMEN: Harrison's jumper 
proved solid among Usher (left) and Co. 
At left, Lisa McGill (left) challenges 
Chandra Lambert for a loose ball. 
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the women’s game were rural, but the city game, 
the playground game, was taking over. 

Before Euless, I wondered if all this were true. I 
had no idea, because I had never played against 
women before. 


entered the Euless recreation center with san- 

dals on my feet, a basketball under my arm. I 

had flown to Texas earlier that day, and this 

was Wednesday night, the first of three dates. 
The gym was almost empty. I was glad. Didn't 
need an audience, after all. 

Before Euless, there were times when this story 
made me as jumpy as a burglar. But in that hour, 
a narcotic calm washed over me. I’m a grown 
man, I thought. I’m about to play basketball with 
women, something I might fare well doing, or not. 
Either way, the sun will set again. 

The first to arrive was Leslee Zachry, a guard 
at Texas Woman's University in Denton. She came 
with her boyfriend. 
She shook my hand 


But what they did best was screen. Oh, did they 
screen. Every possession, before nearly every 
pass. Understandably, since we often changed 
teams, there was some confusion, and when there 
was a question as to how to play defense—fight 
through the pick or switch men?—we stopped and 
talked. They always were talking and suggesting 
and encouraging. It was basketball, Oprah-style. 
They also weren't bashful about telling me what 
to do and where to go. Sometimes a subtle look 
would be enough. My point guard’s face, I re- 
member, often seemed to say, “IT’S NOT A PICK- 
AND-ROLL IF YOU DON'T ROLL!” 

“Women talk a lot more than men do,” Kamey 
Banks explained. Apparently I wasn’t doing much 
listening, because early in our first game, one of 
my teammates, Nikki Ulery, turned to me, grinned 
and said, “You don’t move through screens too 
well, do you?” 

Perhaps I was hesitant because I was a reporter. 
Or perhaps it was the 
boy/girl thing. But 


and said she wasn’t 
sure why she was 
here. Just that her 


They always were talking and 
suggesting and encouraging. 
It was basketball, Oprah-style. 


soon we started swap- 
ping sweat and I de- 
cided I would get 


“as enthusiastically. 


friend told her to 
come. I explained 
what I was doing. 
And what she would 
be doing. She nodded. 
Her boyfriend nod- 
ded, too, though not 


The gang trickled 
in. They came from 
two schools, Texas 
Woman’s, a Division 
II program, and 
Austin College, an 
NAIA Division II 
school that is making 
the jump to Division 
III this season. The 
Austin kids were 
Kamey Banks, Polly 
Thomason, Riann 
Emch and Blair Wil- 
liams. Nikki Ulery and 
Zachry hooped in 
Denton. All were 
young and cheerful 
and eager. One had 
recently been to a WNBA Houston Comets game 
and said it was one of the “best nights of my life.” 

What I remember about those first few minutes 
is how those fresh-faced kids played as soldiers. 
Disciplined soldiers. Prussian soldiers. When they 
got the ball on the wing, they pump-faked, then 
drove to the hole, or gave a quick jab step and 
shot a jumper. Every time. Sometimes there was 
an advantage to be gained, sometimes not. But 
out of habit they did it anyway, because that had 
been drilled in their heads for years and years. 
Sadly, this is something men do less and less of. A 
man’s attitude? He’d rather blow by you with his 
first step than beat you with cunning. 

They also’ didn’t jack around with the ball. 
They passed and dribbled with a purpose. I would 
pop out of the lane—without much of a plan, ex- 
cept that it seemed a quick way to touch the 
rock—and Leslee Zachry, my point guard, would 
give me a look that said, “WHAT THE HELL 
ARE YOU DOING OUT HERE? GET YOUR 
TALL BUTT BACK INSIDE!” There also was 
little standing around and watching as someone 
played cute with the basketball, dribbling between 
her legs, crossing over to nowhere. 
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SCREEN TEST: all held true to form, Harrison was 
warned of Kristen Frazer’s (right) impending pick. 


physical. 

I was picked at the 
free throw line by 
Blair Williams, who is 
about 5-10. It was a 
good pick, a sound 
pick: She stood like a 
pillar of reinforced 
concrete, knees slight- 
ly bent, her chest pro- 
tected by her fore- 
arms. But: this time, 
with the same deter- 
mination of a dog 
chasing a car, I fol- 
lowed my man. As I 
fought through her 
screen, my elbows— 
which are as sharp as 
Ginsu knives, by the 
way—never _ threat- 
ened her chest. They 
threatened her head. 
We collided with a 
dull thud, probably 
around her jaw, and a 
second later, I heard 
her laugh and then holler in wonder, “DAMN!” 

As for my game, what I should say first, and 
what I should have said before, is that I am tall. 
Taller than anyone the Austin College and Texas 
Woman's players had ever played against. So tall 
that a complete stranger once accosted me in a 
Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurant. She asked 
how tall I was, and then ran to her car, grabbed a 
camera, and had someone snap a photo of us. 

I am 6-7, one inch taller than Michael Jordan. 
This meant that I blocked plenty of shots. I’m not 
gloating, just stating fact. After all, Shawn Bradley 
blocks lots of shots. Some I blocked inside the 
lane, some behind the 3-point line, partially be- 
cause women still tend to shoot jumpers from 
their chest rather than from above their head. But 
here was the funny part: Unlike men, who equate 
being rejected to an assault on their manhood, 
women didn’t give a damn. 

Once Kamey Banks, a speedy guard, blew by 
her man and prepared to lay it off the glass. In- 
stead, I came to help and had a nice block, the 
kind of block where your hand feels each pebble 
of the basketball. Pleased with myself, I wanted 
her to be shamed, become two inches shorter and 


=") 


Applyinga . 
woman's touch 


Countless screens and traps, 3-on-1 fast 
breaks that end in a layup and defensive shifts 
to accommodate five to six passes as 
momentum flows from perimeter to post. 

When the women’s game functions on all 
cylinders, it has long been recognized that the 
very essence of James Naismith’s sport 
unfolds before you. But today’s women’s game 
is also catching up in athleticism. 

A behind-the-back pass, plenty of banging 
down low, layups taking off from the free- 
throw line aren’t the rarity they once were. 

“Hf you're a true fan of basketball, then the 
women’s game is more exciting,” Stanford 
forward Vanessa Nygaard says. “Everyone can 
say, ‘Wow. A dunk.’ People who don’t 
understand the game at all can be impressed 
by a dunk. But for the purist, women’s v 
basketball is the best basketball being played 
right now.” 

Particularly if you are a fan of the team 
concept, which is becoming all too uncommon. 
“Guys seem to miss the whole concept of 
working the ball and playing as a team,” Illinois 

forward Elizabeth Zurek says. 

“There’s more screening, more outside 
shooting, more fundamentals (with women),” 
Nygaard says. “Because of that, every guy 
thinks he can play with women, and they 
can't.” 

Granted, when the women’s game breaks 
down—bad passes, which lead to flying bodies 
and countless foolish fouls; lack of 
communication, so important to the women’s 
game; and cold nights from the field—it can 
get oh-so-ugly. Despite the differences, though, 
many of the major women’s college basketball 
programs train against men. 

“That helps us incredibly,” Old Dominion 
guard Natalie Diaz says. “The guys tend to be 
quicker, their arms are longer and they can 
jump higher, so we have to be a lot sharper. We 
can’t always jump and rebound with them, so 
we work on our defensive transition. Nobody 
wants to get dunked on.” 

But if the men want to try, by all means, 
bring it on. “At times men complain because 
we get too physical,” Illinois preseason All- 
America forward Ashley Breggren says. 
“Competitive guys will challenge us. Some take 
it easy on us. We don’t enjoy that.” 

Through the years, the women’s game has 
become much more athletic. Dunking is still a 
few years away, but it will happen and the art 
of the blocked shot is becoming well 
established. 

“lve seen Nyree (Roberts) in practice shove 
(a shot) down a guy’s throat and knock it to the 
ground, and they’re clean,” Diaz says of her 6-3 
teammate. 

Still, there’s no denying that men might 
always hold a physical edge. And because of 
that, the two games will remain decidedly 
unique. “The women’s game can be so much 
better than the men’s,” Zurek says. “Many have 
never even gone to a women’s game, yet they 
state that it’s boring. It’s just a meniality. If 
they got tickets and made it a routine (as is 
done for the men’s games), they would go all 
the time.” —Anna M. Jones 


ultimately seek professional counseling. Instead, 
she giggled and bounded after the ball. And her 
next shot was on the money. 

“When guys get their shots blocked, it's such a 
huge ego thing,” Banks says. “With women, we 
just go right back at you.” 

What I remember most was their discipline, 
and how it seemed straight from a faded old book 
from your junior high library, the one called “Fun- 
damental Basketball” and illustrated with players 
sporting short shorts and feathered haircuts. 
Wednesday’s women may have played in the past, 
but they clicked. If they played men their own 
height, they could have stayed with anyone. 
Anyone. 

Barreling down Highway 360 in my rental that 
night, my legs sore but my spirits high, I gently 
patted myself on my sticky back. Polly Thomason, 
one of the Austin College players, had smiled and 
said, “You did fine.” Of course, saying someone did 
fine is much like saying they have a “nice person- 
ality,” but I chose to forget that. And besides, my 
team had won every game. 
Was there a trend here? 

Then came Friday night. 


riday night’s women 

were all business. 

Most were older. All 

were bigger. They 
laced up their shoes in si- 
lence. They warmed up in si- 
lence. Some had played for 
Texas Wesleyan in Fort Worth 
in the late ’80s, others played 
for a team called the Bears 
and were college players from 
schools like TCU and Co- 
lumbia. 

Someone—not me, thank- 
fully—made a joke about 
playing shirts and skins. In- 
stead, my team wore those 
blue jerseys, which I had 
trouble putting on. Couldn’t 
figure out which hole was for 
my head and which was for 
my arms, Had to have help. A bad omen. 

Still, those first few minutes were promising as I 
went on that rebounding and scoring spree. And 
then it ended. 

What happened was, a butt became surgically at- 
tached to my thigh. Oh, sometimes the butt 
changed, but usually it belonged to Theresa Loving, 
a former Texas Wesleyan forward. Whenever there 
was an offensive rebound for grabs, the butt was 
there. Whenever there was a remote chance of an 
offensive rebound, the butt was there. I had never 
been blocked out so well in my life. It was as if a se- 
cret chemical had been released, transforming my 
opposition into mindless, rebounding drones whose 
only concern was to push me into Mexico. 

With my garbage game curtailed, I turned to 
defense. A typical possession went something like 
this: Kristen Frazer, who played at Eckerd College 
in St. Petersburg, Fla., would post up on the block. 
I would place my right arm in her back and then 
reach across her body with my left, blocking the 
entry pass. She would slap my left hand as if it 
were an eight-pound mosquito, and then, with her 
elbow, create a small crater in my stomach. And 


Kristen would score. While men can play just as’ 


tricky, men usually collide in the low post like two 
tectonic plates, their little jabs lost. When women 
battle, it’s jujitsu. 

That women are generally weaker than men 


never held them back. Sure, I never had the ball” 
ripped from my hands by a woman's biceps acting 
like can openers. But my female opponents always 
seemed strong enough. And fast enough. What was 
surprising was not that they couldn't jump as high 
as men, but that they didn’t come close. 

Before Euless, I, along with the rest of America, 
knew that women, as jumpers, rank somewhere 
under Larry Bird. And sure enough, rebounds 
within my reach were always mine. On offense, I 
never felt in danger of being rejected. Against 
men—even men who are, say, 5-10 and shorter—I 
am constantly worried about a guard with springs 
swooping down on me, like a pterodactyl. 

I wondered: A woman Olympian can run 100 
meters in, say, 10.9 seconds, and a man can do it 
in 9.9,.which is not a huge difference. So why is it 
so hard for a 6-2 woman to jam? Of course, there 
are differences in the strength of the sexes, but 
jumping isn’t just about strength. It’s about coordi- 
nation and practice and flexibility. Do women not 
practice jumping? Or are they simply not obsessed 


| had seen discipline and | had seen grace. On this day, 
my last day, | was reminded just how hard women play. 


IN THE END: Harrison, catching his breath with Jones Holmes, came, saw and survived. 


about dunking? “A 3-pointer is just as exciting as 
a dunk,” was a motto I heard again and again. 

We played three games and I can’t remember 
when it happened, but I was no longer unde- 
feated. They had frustrated me in ways guys do: 
athleticism, getting physical, trash talking. And 
they had frustrated me in ways guys didn’t: 
blocking out and hustle. 

“Tell me something, Steve,” Charlotte Jones 
Holmes, who played for Texas Wesleyan, said, 
laughing and pointing at my construction boots, 
which were my new high tops. “We were won- 
dering. Did you buy those yesterday?” 

“No, a few weeks ago,” I lied. I hadn’t gotten 
them yesterday, but, in fact, four days before. 

“Oh. But you did get a chance to break them in, 
right?” 

And there was my excuse. It's the shoes, man. 


n Saturday afternoon, I was Everyman for 
the last time. The gym was crowded that 
day. On one goal, a group of men prac- 
ticed dunking. Their power was stunning. 
After being absorbed into the women’s game, I 
forgot just how /oud men can play. The sound of 
their guttural screams. The sound of sneakers 
chirping on the floor from quick, powerful cuts. I 
had grown used to a softer, quieter game, where 


the only sounds were defenders calling a screen. 

It was a humbling moment: The night before I 
had been whipped. And here was my gender 
grabbing the rim with their teeth. 

Saturday’s group was headed by Shanell 
Thomas, who played for SMU in the early ‘90s 
and was their all-time leading scorer until three 
years ago. She also brought her sister Lori, a 
guard at Rice from 1988-90, and an old SMU 
teammate, Brenda Cox. 

I had seen discipjine and I had seen grace. On 
this day, I was reminded just how hard women 
play. An opportunity for a fast break? They al- 
ways were streaking down the court. Loose ball? 
They were on the floor head-first as if they were 
on a Slip-n-Slide. But while they played tough, 
they didn’t act stupid. Whenever a call was dis- 
puted, we held a short, healthy debate and then 
began playing again. Men fight. Women discuss. 

“Because we aren't as athletic as boys we have 
to work twice as hard,” was another motto I heard 
again and again. 

Looking back, the 
/biggest weakness I found in 
Euless was defense. Not 


not that they didn’t throw 
elbows or block out or 
hustle, because they did. 
But when I grabbed a re- 
bound, my outlet pass was 
always uncontested. When 
I put the ball on the floor 
on the wing, I never felt the 
hot breath of a defender. 
When I was fouled, it was a 
gentle push, not an attempt 
to dislocate my shoulder. 
(In the three days we 
played, I called two fouls. 
After one, after I had 
been grabbed by about 
15 pairs of hands, a voice 
boomed, “STEVE, WE 


UP!”) 

After we played each 
day, I asked everyone 
what they thought of the story. “I'd rather have 
someone get out here and play with me and then 
criticize me than not know what's going on,” Nikki 
Ulery said. Which reminded me of the words of 
Kamey Banks and her story of girls against boys. 
Banks, one of the Austin players, was bright and 
fun and played with swagger. 

“You have to listen to my story,” Kamey said 
impatiently. “Are you listening? The other day I’m 
playing in the park, and I start playing this guy 
one-on-one. And I start taking him to the hole, 
and then all these brothers show up, watching, 
laughing, saying how a girl is beating him. And so 
he starts to cheat, saying I’m fouling him. If he 
can't stand losing to a girl, then why is he there?” 

It was Saturday afternoon and I had played my 
last game. I left the gym in sandals, my basketball 
under my arm, triumphant. I had survived. Had 
learned. Had a damn good time. And given Banks 
and a few other women another tale to tell. 

“You have to listen to my story,” I can hear her 
saying someday. “Are you listening? You see, there 
was this reporter who came here to play women 
in basketball because he was going to ‘get inside 
the game.’ So, we start playing, and we started 
taking him to the hole. ...” TSN 


Steve Harrison ts a writer based in Fort 
Lauderdale. 3 
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that it wasn’t tough. And, 


GOTTA TOUGHEN YOU 
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Act Il of 297-98 begins with 
arrival of midseason talent 


ou’ve watched the Maui Invitational, Great Alaska Shootout, 
Coaches vs. Cancer Classic and Pepsi Challenge. You’ve seen 
40 minutes of regulation time carved into quarters. 


You've seen UCLA lose 

by 41 and Fresno State by 

15, Missouri drop four in a row and 

Kansas struggle to avoid its first 

double-whammy week since 1994. 

You've seen Duke shuffle six players 

through the wing positions, changing 
on the fly like a hockey team. 

Got all that committed to memory? 
Think you've got a handle on how it 
fits into the national scene? Terrific. 
Now, forget the lot of it. Everything 
changes this week. 

Those teams are among the squads 
to be affected by the greatest mid- 
season infusion of talent in the game’s 
history. Never before have so many 
gifted players waited for the semester 
break to begin their seasons. 

Because of transfers, suspensions 
and one genuine miracle, these guys 
will reconfigure several top teams: 

Sunday Adebayo, power forward, 
Arkansas. The same week in October 
that Dean Smith retired and Steve 
Fisher was fired, the NCAA awarded 
Adebayo another year of eligibility at 
Arkansas because the organization 
erred in forcing him to transfer. 

Most athletes are limited to four 
seasons, but Adebayo will play a fifth. 
After two years at Three Rivers (Mo.) Community 
College, Adebayo got 22 games at Arkansas in 
1995-96 before being ruled ineligible. He moved 
to Memphis last season and played 26 games. 
He'll get 20 more this season, plus whatever 
action in postseason tournaments. And Arkansas 
will be a tournament team. Adebayo is a 
13-point, seven-rebound, high-character player. 

Lester Earl, center, Kansas. When Earl joins the 
Jayhawks for Saturday’s game against TCU in 
Kansas City, he’ll become the best inside de- 
fender and rebounder Roy Williams has coached. 

Between Raef LaFrentz and Paul Pierce, what 
Kansas needs is a player who'll handle the tough 
stuff. A transfer from LSU, Earl is the key to KU’s 
national title pursuit, but it may take time to get 
comfortable. While KU has been playing its NBA- 
style schedule, Earl has not been permitted to 
travel. Thus, he practiced only twice in one 
16-day stretch. 

“If Raef or Paul shoots the ball up on the goal 
and it misses, I would bet on Lester getting the re- 
bound,” KU point guard Ryan Robertson says. 

Jelani McCoy, center, UCLA. We still don’t know 
when McCoy will join the Bruins, but it appears 
he'll be back for most of the Pac-10 season. 

Without him, UCLA has been operating with 
four guards and one forward. The season-opening 
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HE'S CERTIFIABLE, AFTER ALL: Not only does: Adebayo (top) go 
back to Arkansas, he also gets an extra year of eligibility. 


e 
Inside recruiting: Centers 
Car a Brick Seo ranks the = 25 senior ere 


debacle against North Carolina is what most will 
eae but the Bruins wrecked New Mexico's 

enigmatic Lobos and defeated a capable UAB 
team in McCoy’s absence, both on neutral courts. 
Regardless, they need his inside presence. 

Winfred Walton, power forward, Fresno State. In 
Jerry Tarkanian’s galaxy of retread superstars, no 
one has Walton's overall ability. The problem is, 
Walton has not practiced with the Bulldogs. His 
first workout will be a shoot-around Saturday, 
and he has not worked enough at conditioning. 

Walton sat out last season after transferring 
from Syracuse, where he was ruled ineligible, and 
the first two months this season. On a team in 
which seven players are averaging at least seven 
shots per game—including guard Chris Herren, 
who is out of action—it will be a challenge to 
work in someone who should get*the ball more 
than anyone. 

_ Three factors will determine how that works: 
1) Walton’s race to get in game shape; 2) whether 
he can re-establish the knack for low-post scoring 
and nose for rebounding he showed as a high 
school senior; and 3) how much the team wants 
to win. © 

Albert White, small forward, Missouri. The Tigers 
can't score, and White can't help but score. They 
need each other. 

With all the shenanigans that went on at 
Michigan the past few seasons, White was one of 
the few asked to take a hike. So he needs this 
opportunity, which begins with a game Saturday 
against Sam Houston State. 

White, despite an Adrian Dantleyesque gift for 
scoring in the post, probably can’t make Missouri 
a tournament team, The Tigers need a big man 
who can run or shoot (preferably both) to get 
there. 

Those are just a handful of the players who did 
not begin the season on time. UNLV center Keon 
Clark and Cincinnati forward Ruben Patterson, 
two of the nation’s top 20 players, return from 
their respective NCAA suspensions in January. 

UNLV, which also has forward Kevin Simmons 
on suspension and will 
get guard Brian Keefe 
and center Issiah Epps 
at the term break, 


1. Dan Gadzuric 6-11 Byfield, Mass./Gov. Dummer Acad. — could become a WAC 
2. Souleymane Camara 6-11 — Mouth of Wilson, Va./Oak Hill Acad. Kentucky. contender. 
3. Lance Williams 6-9  Chicago/Julian DePaul Southern Mississippi, 
4. Kevin Lyde 6-10 Mouth of Wilson, Va./Oak Hill Acad. Temple 
5. Joel Pryzbilla 7-0 Monticello, Minn./Monticello: Minnesota Gee fe aa ae oe 
6. Tony Kitchings 6-10 Aiken, S.C./Aiken S. Carolina 6-10 shot a cleer ny 
7. Emest Brown 6-10 Bronx, N.Y./St. Raymond's St. John’s Fae one 
8 DeAngelo McDaniel © 6-9 Oklahoma City, Okla./John Marshall Tulsa Lee, who happened to 
9, John Allison 6-11 New Palestine, Ind./New Palestine Purdue transfer from Vegas. 
10. Terry Rogers 6-10 Memphis/East Memphis South Carolina needs 
11. Solomon Hughes 6-11 Fork Union, Va./Fork Union Military Acad. =— help from power for- 
12. Wesley Wilson 6-10 — Vallejo, Calif./Vallejo = ward LeRon Williams, 
iS Devic Hemiton 3 A poms ca Coa oe a Florida transfer. Con- 
|. Troy Murphy = lorristown, N.J./Delbarton |, Dame 7 
15. Donald Little 6-10 Winchendon, Mass./Winchendon School Cincinnati eae ee ae | 
16. Chucky Gilmore 6-9 Fayetteville, N.C./Seventy-first Clemson 8 a y 
17, Manga Charles 6-10. Brooklyn, N.Y./Adelphi Academy Seton Hall SOR BOONE conten 
18. Udonis Haslem 6-8 Miami/Miami Senior High Florida Souleymane Waneibe- 
19. AlexanderSazonov 7-1 __Springfield, Pa./Cardinal O'Hara St. Joe's coming eligible. TSN 
20. Patrick Schumacher 7-0 _ Florissant, Mo./Hazelwood Central Missouri 
21. Ryan Lewis 6-9 Petersburg, Fla./Lakewood Georgia Mike DeCourcy 
22. Tim Faulconer 6-11 Easthampton, Mass./Williston-Northampton — covers college basketball 
23. Ferron Morgan 6-10  Denver/East Rice Jor the Cincinnati 
24. Adam Ballinger 6-9 Bluffton, Ind./Bluffton Mich, St. Enquirer. E-mail him at 
25. Tyson Johnston 6-11 Steamboat Springs, Colo./Steamboat Spring Utah deco! @ 
Brick Oettinger is the recruiting analyst for Prep Stars Recruiter’s Handbook and ACC Area Sports Journal, For more nthe com. 
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its resurgence is for real. of St. Joe's, but road games 8 Stephen Kleftner ......Spalding, NE 
against Memphis, Florida and ie ome inlaid on peace 
lus: . wold, 
Coaches corner: Southern California will tell SS 

WHAT TYPE OF PLAYER BETTER BAGO hie ISSR Geel ET z aTw aaa Sacneork Wayne, IN 
SERVES YOUR NEEDS—A Pryor, who hadn't played in 2 JonBerenson .......Providence, RI 
Glembontshicstiscvenal é 3 James Osswald .. Modesto, CA 
LIKELY EARLY NBA PICK OR games 4 LyalBeeskau . «+ .Modesto, CA 
i i 5 Gary Kreutz ........Edmonton, ALB 
ONE WHO STAYS 4 YEARS? é ae ee the Tigers and will |! 6 RobRabin ...........PlantationyFL 
2 ster. 7 Bruce Gustafson . «Monson, MA 
J ‘ ee 8 S/KCart -Memphis, TN 
ony EU UOSE Ss = The ACC is dominating the 9 Ivan Friedman’... -..+.+ Austin, TX 
acca nee a . 2 polls, but what about on the J20U Darryl Anderson siccis-Faintiels CE 
athlete that will stay four 4 — A @ court? The league opened with $10,000 Hocker Cast Grano Prize THRU 12/4 
years and earn his degree = Ss a . 8 a 17-7 record against major- 1 David Beckman .. Battleford, SAS 
and learn to the play the KING OF DOME: Mills hits his f ae ; cee nents oo sabacinttascA 
game properly.” 3s, even in the big barns. ee aha es y ss a omehnatsGndaritt ec aeoanteeati 
5 arolina an 5 M/E Shepherd - Toledo, OH 
Georgia Tech accounted for 12 of the wins. In contrast, the SEC $ ae Aiea _ 
. -8, wi i ig- 8 M/K Sebasti Victoria, BC 
Phil Martelli, St. wes 23-8, with only three evens at or below iu) eg big: Bee Sapa Petia ed 
Joseph's: “Very tough time teams. ... The NCAA eligibility appeals committee rejected 40 Krajnz/ Steinman ....Port Huron, MI 

question—the recruit Cincinnati's appeal of the 14-game suspension for forward Ruben {ast Chance fora Big Paycay 

: t PP 8 Pp 
Who is obviously leaving Patterson. After Patterson returns January 18 at Louisville, coach 


in a year or two may play 
better, but it totally affects 


Bob Huggins promises he will play some at point guard. 
Ty Shine, a 5-11 point guard from Cincinnati from Milford 


your chemistry. Why 
would he care about (Conn.) Academy, became a prime target for guard-depleted Iowa $5000 CASH 
weight training, study hall, etc. All of these State when he got a passing test score this fall. The Cyclones still Puayinc TSN’S PLAYOFF 
build team togetherness. have not recovered from the NCAA's decision to declare top Foorpatl CHALLENGE 
i ineligi i Ne Look sas 
Fran Fraschilla, recruit C.J. Bruton ineligible and are playing walk-on Matt Knoll at for details in this issue or 
St. John’s: “Ideally, a the point. ... Since losing power forward Damon Thornton with a see us ai 
. : www.cdmnet.com/fsi/football 
combination of the two. broken foot, NC State has been outrebounded by five per game. ... tilabes eee peat 
Your program should be Miami (Ohio) is expected to redshirt point guard Rob Mestas, who = 


built on four-year players 5 : : 4 
for stability. And the re- is recovering slowly from preseason knee surgery. ... Missouri's 


cruit who's quickly bound Norm Stewart needed five tries to get win No. 600 with the Tigers 


: for the NBA can then fit and finally got it against Oral Roberts. —Mike DeCourcy 
into that mix to take you up another level.” 
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; REDD HOT 
ss Ohio State freshman Michael Redd is off to a fast start, 
[ = ) averaging 23.2 points in the Buckeyes’ first six games. 
Redd, a 6-5 guard, wasn’t expected to make this much 
Ly Peer noise this soon. If he can add about four more points P 
Individual to his average, he could finish the season asthe 
—— i : fifth-most prolific freshman scorer in history. — 
Scoring H i - 
oA Rk. Name, school Cl G FG 3FG FT Pts, Avg. : ee 
1, Wally Szczerblak, Miami(0) Jr 5 52 18 25 147 29.4 . ‘ 
== 2, Mike Powell, Loyola(Md.) Sr 6 51 13 60 175 29.2 Top season scoring averages by a freshman 
Mike Jones, TCU Sr 6 63 14 35 175 29.2 
[=J=s} 4, Jarmica Reese, AirForce Sr 5 42 21 27 132 26.4 Season Player, school G Pts. Avg. 
5, D'Juan Baker, Cincinnati Sr 5 44 18 24 130 26.0 1988-89 Chris Jackson, LSU 32 965 30.2 
6. Cory Carr, Texas Tech Sr 5 39 12 38 128 25.6 . 
thal 7. Earl Boykins, Easterm Mich. Sr 4 37 13 13 100 25.0 Cory Carr, a 6-4 1989-90 Alphonso Ford, Miss. Valley 27 808 29.9 
(tj 8, Brett Eppehimer, Lehigh dr 7 49 22 53 179 247 for Texas\Tach 1972-73 James Williams, Austin Peay* 29 854 29.4 = 
Kenyon Ross, Miss, ValleySt. Sr 3 33 1 7 74247 : guard for Texas lech, ‘ S 
(eer|) 40, Fred Meeks, Maine Jr 8 73 26 24 196245 : nearly left forthe NBA 1979-80 Harry Kelly, Texas Southern” 26 753 29.0 3 
Lee Nallon, TCU Jr 6 64 0 19 147 24.5 : after leading the Bi 1974-75 Bernard King, Tennessee* 25 661 26.4 = 
4 42. Damon Frierson, Miami(0.) Jr 5 45 13 16 119 23.8 42in Searing last Ne 8, > 5 
= 13, Pat Garrity, Notre Dame Sr 6 52 9 29 142 23.7 ‘ g year. *Played before the 3-point field goal, which was instituted 3 
14, Mike Gizzi, LaSalle sr 2 16 8 7 47235 ; Buthe'sbackandatop for the 1986-87 season. £ 
[== 15, Michael Redd, Ohio State Fr 6 49 14 27 139 23.2 the Big 12 again, FRESH ROLL: LSU's Jackson (now Abdul- 2 
A averaging 25.6 points 
c=) Rebounding H u Rauf Mahmoud), was a first-year phenom. ~~ | = 
Rk. Name, school Cl G No. Avg. : w 
1. Eric Taylor, St. Francis (Pa.) Sr 6 85 14.2 ; 
2, K’Zell Wesson, La Salle |r 2 28 140 : Steals Team 
3. Nick Davis, Arkansas Sr 6 83 13.8 ; Rk. Name, school Cl. G No. Avg. 
4, Ryan Perryman, Dayton Sr 6 81 135 ; 1. JuanSanchez, Temple So 5 2 44 Scoring offense 
5. Zendon Hamilton, St. John’s Sr 7 92 134 2. Todd Burgan, Syracuse Sr 5 21 42 Rk. Team G WL Pts. Avg. 
6. Allen Ledbetter, Maine Jr 8101 126 3. Bonzi Wells, Ball State Sr 6 24 4.0 1. Texas Christian 6 60 714 119.0 
7. Rahshon Turner, Fair, Dickinson Sr 5 61 122 Karim Scott, Eastern Wash. Sr 6 24° 4.0 2, LIU-Brooklyn 7 34 748 106.9 
Thad Burton, Wright State Sr 6 73 122 Kenny Brunner, Georgetown Fr 16; 724410 3. Southeastern Louisiana 6 42. 597 99.5 
9. Tremaine Fowlkes, Fresno State Jr 4 48 12.0 6. Issiah Francis, LUIU-Brooklyn Ue 9/4 RIG) 4. Xavier 5 50 491 982 
T.J. Lux, Northern Illinois Jr 4 48 12.0 Damian Owens, West Virginia ri Sh, 27) 3819) 5. lowa 6 60 570 95.0 
11. Brian Skinner, Baylor Sr 6 71 11.8 8. All Ton, Davidson Me ak HG 6. Duke 8 80 755 94.4 
12. Harold Rasul, St. Joseph's Sr 3 35 11.7; 9. Mike Jones, Texas Christian She6 722" 2307: 7. Arizona 8 62 745 93.1 
13. Matt Harpring, Georgia Tech Sr 5 58 116 } Rashid Bey, St. Joseph's S 3 i 637 8. Southern University 3 4:2 (279) 9310 
Evan Eschmeyer, Northwestern Sr 5 58 116 : 9. West Virginia 7 641 647 924 
15, Jacky Kaba, Seton Hall: Sr 6 69 11.5 : Blocks 10. Arizona State 8 62 733 91.6 
} Rk. Name, school Cl. G No, Avg. 
Field-goal percentage 1. Alvin Jones, Georgia Tech Fro 6 35 «58 Scoring defense 
Rk, Name, School CL G FGFGA 2, Jerome James, Florida A&M S 6 34 57 ; Rk. Team G WL Pts. Avg. 
1. Mark Madsen, Stanford So 5 28 35 3, Calvin Booth, Penn State Jr 6 32 «5.3 1, South Alabama 1 10 41 41.0 
2. Ryan Moss, Arkanas-Little Rock Jr 5 43: 57 4, Brian Skinner, Baylor Sr 6 30 50 2, Princeton 6 60 280 467 
3, John Whorton, Kent So 6 31 43 5. Avondre Jones, Fresno State S 4 17 43 3, College Of Charleston 5 44 260 520 
Darnell Williams, Xavier Jr 5 31 43 6. Cal Bowdler, Old Dominion dr 6 22 37 4, DePaul 6 33 820 53.3 
5. Donte Quinine, Oregon So 6 39 55 Jermaine Ousley, Memphis Ce 5. Pacific (Cal.) 9 68 480) 544 
6, Evan Eschmeyer, Northwestern Sr 5 41 58 8, Rahshon Turner, Fairleigh Dickinson St 5 18 36 6. Penn State 6 60 927 545 
7. Hamp Jones, Georgia Southern So 5 31 44 9, Caswell Cyrus, St. Bonaventure So 7 2 36 7. Utah 7 70 385 55.0 
8. Michael Olowokandi, Pacific Sr 8 63 91 10, Mike Batiste, Arizona State dr 8 28 35 8. North Carolina State 7 52 386 55.1 
9. Erik Nelson, Vermont Sr 7 40 58 Lari Ketner, Massachusetts jr 6 21 35 9. Ball Stete 68 51 336 56.0 
10. Baron Davis, UCLA Fr 4 26 38 10, San Francisco 6 51 337 562 
a-polat field-goal percentage 
k. Name, school Cl. G 3FG 3FGA I di . d | 
a Rusty Yoder, South Alabama Si 6 5 
2. James Posey, Xavier do 5 8 11 n ivi ua 
3. Eddie Washington, New Orleans S12 3 
Toby Madison, South Alabama ke Sp. A 3 G FG3FG FT Pts. 
5. Coby Turner, Dayton 6 11 (17 Cindy Blodgett, Maine 4 43 14 26 126 4 T 
6. Marlin Wise, Towson So 5 9 14 Amy O'Brien, Holy Cross 7 78 3 39 198 eam 
Cuttino Mobley, Rhode Island S 4 9 14 Allison Feaster, Harvard 6 13 41 168 
8. Anthony Carter, Hawaii Sr 3 5 8 A. Behrenbrinker, Aust. PeaySr 5 6 32 130 26 
Eugene Atkinson, James Madison dh GA Tamika Whitmore, Memphis Jr 4 1 18 103 25: Scoring offense 
Tamarron Sharpe, Prairie View Sr 3) 5 8 1. Jackson St. 
Rebounding 2, Arizona 
Free-throw percentage Name, school 3. Illinois 
Rk, Name, school Cl G FTFTA Mercy Aghedo, St. Peter's aowiscanaia 
1. Tyrone Weeks, Massachusetts Sr 6 15 15 ad “nla ’ 
Nyree Roberts, Old Dominion 5, Baylor 
T.J. Johnson, Xavier Sr 5 17 17 Murriel Page: Florid br Tenmassee' 
Matt Sundblad, Lamar ur 4 27 27 +4 oe i 
Jason McCutcheon, Nicholls State ~ Jr 4 19 19 Slimane! agers, Conia Sp Foe Comite 
Dionte' Harvey, Southern J 3 8 8 gif Ms 9. Drake Osats 
Eddie Washington, New Orleans Sr 1 6 6 10. Alsen 
7, Louis Bullock, Michigan Jr 7 24 25 . 
8. Khalid El-Amin, Connecticut Fr 8 23 24 
Marcus Wilson, Evansville ‘Sr 7 23 24 ies Scoring defense 
Anthony Hunt, Youngstown State. © Sr_-5 23 24 Sa ee A Rk. Team 
A ists Karen Johnson, Delaware St. 


Marte Alexander, Arizona 
Nicole La Van, Western Illinois . | New Mexico 
0: . Tennessee 
36 9.0 ; . Liberty 
3 Name, school . ‘Connecticut 
Ashley Smith, Vanderbilt J |. Tulane 
Alli Bills, Utah . . Rice 
Kelly Miller, Georgia t . Princeton 
i . Dalma Ivanyi, Florida International 
46 STs |. Gina Graziani, Miami (Fla.) 


Rk. Name, school 
1. Ahlon Lewis, Arizona State 
2. Doug Gottlieb, Oklahoma State 
Jason Williams, Florida 
4. Kenny Brunner, Georgetown 
5. Donminic Ellison, New Mexico State 
6. Melvin Drake, Virginia Commonwealth 
Lonnie Cooper, Louisiana Tech 
Donnie Carr, La Salle 
9, Reuben Stiff, Alcorn State 
10. Ali Ton, Davidson 
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Insider 


Without an inside game, 
the Knicks are outsiders 


eff Van Gundy, who in eight years with the Knicks organiza- 
tion has learned a lot about shaping public perceptions in the 
world’s largest media market, took it to a new extreme 


recently: Inspired by Latrell 
Sprewell, he declared himself an 
abject failure and tried to commit profes- 
sional suicide by strangling himself publicly. 

Nobody took the Knicks’ coach seriously, 
of course—least of all the team’s brass, who 
think so highly of him and the players, 
whose loyalty remains unflagging. Van 
Gundy said some really mawkish stuff, such 
as: “I’m doing as bad a job with a team as 
you can possibly do ... The bottom line is a 
coach must get (his) team to understand, and 
we do not have understanding right now ... 
We have good guys, so the blame is not on 
them, the blame is right here, and I am (a 
disgrace) right now.” 

He does this now and then—it’s the same 
Somewhere I Have Failed speech Pat Riley 
authored and that his protege has perfected. 
So Van Gundy dusts it off and rehearses it 
about three times a year: in December, when 
the Knicks show their usual boredom with 
the regular season; in February, when they 
return from the All-Star break with their 
usual lethargy; and in April, when they blow 
a home game that costs them a better playoff 
berth. 

Somehow, though, the concern resulting 
from the team’s recent slide is more acute 
than it has been in the past. Of course, 
there’s always some panic—it’s a New York 
thing—but this time Van Gundy merely was 
averting attention from the real issue: His 
aging team has serious problems. 

To begin with, it is a power, post-up team 
without a single power, post-up player. The 
two guys who normally would fit that 
description are Patrick Ewing and Larry 
Johnson, but the former is looking his age 
(35) and the latter has missed a lot of time 
with a badly sprained ankle. 

With Ewing being pushed off the blocks at 
will—unable to handle contact or initiate it, 
and reduced to a jump shooter—the Knicks 
have no dependable (much less dominant) 
first option anymore. Don’t let his numbers 
fool you: He’s less mobile than he ever has 
been in his career. And with Allan Houston 
still less than 100 percent from offseason wrist 
surgery, and John Starks being John Starks, no 
one has relieved the pressure that is building on 
Ewing. 

When Johnson is out, the Knicks’ second-unit 
frontcourt consists of Chris Dudley, Buck 
Williams and Chris Mills—not a post-up guy 
among them—and the subs turn into a bad copy 
of the starters: a jump-shooting unit that gets 
discouraged easily. 

The downward spiral began with Johnson's in- 


OFF THE BLOCK: Ewing, who isn’t as mobile as he used 
to be, mostly has been a jump shooter this season. 


jury and has continued over two long weeks (last 
week the team had won three of its last eight). 
“You have to be worried,” forward Charles Oakley 
says. “It’s like a disease, and on this team, the 
disease has been contagious.” 

Van Gundy had hoped his defense would carry 
the team until’ Ewing came around, but that has 
proved to be a pipe dream. In three recent losses 
(Mavericks, Bulls, 76ers), the league’s best 
defense yielded an average of 99.3 points per 
game. Two starters, Charlie Ward and Mills, are 


More NBA at www.sportingnews.com/nba AOL keyword: TSN 
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being used as turnstiles. 

“The bottom line is, we have to get our core 
guys playing well,” Van Gundy says. “When Larry 
went down, everyone’s minutes went up, and 
everyone's production went down. And (the) 
team’s intensity went down. Until our (main) guys 
start playing well, we're going to struggle.” 

Of course, it’s not all hopeless. Ewing's persis- 
tently cranky knees usually start feeling better 
after the first of the year—he has won three Player 
of the Month awards in January—and on many 
nights he gets by on courage alone. Johnson was 
expected to be back this week. w 

Maybe they'll soon be able to cancel the 
suicide watch. Just don’t count on it. Don’t forget, 
this is New York, which leads all cities in the 
number of people you should keep your eye on. 
Word is Van Gundy is interested in bringing 
Sprewell in for a chat. Something about wanting 
to give him some tips during a shooting drill. sy" 


Pennyless 


Another star has fallen, but you hardly would 
notice it by the way the Magic are dealing with it. 


‘Last week, the team was 7-6 with Penny 


Hardaway and 9-1 without him. Orlando will 


* have plenty of practice over the next five weeks 


getting used to his absence while he recovers 
from knee surgery. 

Naturally, this doesn’t faze the team much. 
“This is not a one-man show here,” Rony Seikaly 
says, “We've been saying that for some time now. 
We've got all kinds of veterans who can play. 
We've got guys who have been starters before, 
and they have been just waiting for their chance 
to get back in.” 

Such as the indomitable Derek Harper, the 
human echo. “I’m sure there were people out 
there saying we hadn't played anyone, but that 
doesn’t really matter,” he says. “This is a deep 
team with plenty of veterans who want to play.” 

Eventually, this confidence will attenuate like a 
whistle in the graveyard. You don’t lose a Penny— 
and a Derek Strong (knee) and a Nick Anderson 
(broken hand), for that matter—and not feel the 
effects over the long run, Either that will be the 
case, or Chuck Daly is a bigger genius than we 
thought. 


Night and day 


J.R. Rider, who never has strangled a coach but 
would be our choice to play the title role in the 
Latrell Sprewell Story, had another interesting 
week. He abused Eddie Jones for 21 of his 26 
points in the second half of the Blazers’ six-point 
win over the Lakers, thumping his chest after 
every fourth-quarter bucket, and then let 
everyone know the NBA Player of the Month is a 
fraud after Jones finished 4-for-16. 

“When I was in Minneapolis, | owned him 
(then), too,” Rider said. “I’m tired of this Eddie 
stuff. He’s a good player. I'm not taking anything 
away from him, but I've proven that it’s hands 
down who is the premier player.” 

P.S.; After this latest example of superiority, 
Rider celebrated by blowing off the next practice 
session. * TSN 


Dave D'Alessandro covers the NBA for the 


Newark (NJ,) Star-Ledger. E-mail him at 
daved@sportingnews.com. 


DECEMBER 22, 1997 > TSN FQ 


Team W-L Comment 
1, Seattle 17-5 Sonics have something they didn’t last year; mental toughness. 
2. LA. Lakers 16-5 Adifferent night, a different star. 
3. Atlanta 16-5 Smith has been Hawks’ only consistent guard of late. 
4, Miami 14-6 When ’'Zo reaches 100 percent, Heat could punish some teams. 
5. Orlando 16-7 Maybe Chuck is bringing out the leader in Horace. 
6. Phoenix 13-5 Suns are better off with Manning as sixth man. 
7. Houston 42-6 Lack of frontcourt depth may begin to cost the Rockets. 
8. Portland 13-7 Wallace still adjusting to small forward. 
9, Cleveland cs 14-6 Improved offense hasn't come at the expense of the defense. 
10. Charlotte 13-7 And Rice hasn't even warmed up yet. 
11. Utah 13-8 Eisley was a good starter, but he has been a mediocre reserve. 
12. Chicago 12-9 The fear factor is gone—especially on the road. 
13. New York 12-9 Does Larry Johnson really make that much of a difference? 
14. Indiana 12-8 Mullin continues to do a little of everything. 
15, New Jersey 11-10 It might not be long before Van Horn is the go-to guy. 
16. San Antonio 11-10 Spurs are too good to be ranked this low. 
17. Milwaukee 11-10 Pierce getting more minutes off the bench. 
18. Detroit 10-12 Surprisingly, Brian Williams has been one of the few constants, 
19. Washington 9-13 Wizards show more fight off the court than on, 
20. Boston 9-11 Last week, only Walker had started every game. 
21. Minnesota 8-12 Wolves are 0-5 in games decided by six or fewer points. 
22. Vancouver 8-14 Reeves isn’t getting as many shots in Hill's offense. 
23, Sacramento 7-14 Kings probably will have to wait until summer for a point guard. 
24. Dallas 5-16 Even Nellie will slow it down—f it gives him an edge. 
25. Philadelphia 6-13 Brown must realize this bunch has zero chemistry. 
26. L.A. Clippers 4-18 Without Loy, nearly all hope is gone. 
27. Golden State 3-16 This is Joe Smith's team now—for better or worst. 
28. Denver © 2-18 Defenses are beginning to pay attention to Lauderdale. 
29. Toronto 2-19 Raptors fans should enjoy Stoudamire while they can. 


Records are through Friday's games. The NBA Power Poll is determined by TSN editors and columnist Dave D'Alessandro, 


online 
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“SS Make your own bowl appearance 
Twenty bowl games are being played over 14 days, and Tom Dienhart and 
Mike Huguenin tell you why each matchup is intriguing. TSN breaks down 
every game by telling you why you should watch, which team has the 
advantage at each position and, most importantly, who will win. Our Team 
Reports analyze each team’s offense, defense and the key players in each 
game. Want to know the 10 best players in each bow! school’s history? Or 
how about a team’s all-time bowl record? TSN will tell you that, too. The 
preseason Power Poll is also revisited to see how we did with our picks, 
and to see who were the season's biggest disappointments and surprises, 


Se Hit Buddy with your best shot 


In his weekly 8 p.m. ET chat on our AOL site, TSN's Buddy Ryan answers 
all your questions about the NFL playoffs. He’s picking the Packers to 
repeat. Here’s a sample from his last event: 

“Question: Coach, how close is the AFC to finally winning the Super 
Bowl? 

RyanBuddy: | don't see that big of a chance. Denver has a good offense 
and is physical. But their defense is giving up almost 6 yards a carry on 
the run. They have a chance but it's about as good as any other AFC team 


~) has had.” 


College basketball cybercasts 
Highlighted games from our weekly audio schedule: Tulsa-Kentucky, 
Arizona-Florida State, Massachusetts-Connecticut. 


Www.sportingnews.com—AOL keyword: TSN- 
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NBPA director Billy Hunter is a very wise man for not allowing 
the demagogues to dictate the dialogue surrounding Laffaire 
Sprewell. If Hunter goes into the collective bargaining agreement 
negotiations intending to make decisions with his head rather 
than his ego, this labor problem could be cleared up a lot sooner 
than people think. ... Unlike Jeff Van Gundy, Doug Collins will not 
admit to a crisis of confidence. “This is December,” Collins'says. 
“I'm the coach. Nobody is going to run me out of town. I’m going 
to fight to the finish, I’m going to 
find guys who want to fight with 
me.” So how come everybody 
still figures the over/under on his 
flameout is the All-Star break? ... 
The Celtics deny they have 
talked to the 76ers about a deal 
involving Travis Knight and Jerry 
Stackhouse. After the Dino Radja 
affair, we're not surprised if they 
never talk to Philly again. .., Tim 
Hardaway senses some friction 
between his Boston counterpart, 


HOLDING HIS Salad Chauncey Billups, and Rick Pitino. 
Gollins isn’t panicking yet. «1 +14 him he shouldn't let the 


coach get him down,” Hardaway says. “He looks like he’s 
uncertain out there, and I think the coach is making it that way.” 

The Hawks, slip-sliding back to mortality, undoubtedly will 
renew their interest in the Suns’ Cedric Ceballos after he dropped 
17 points in 23 minutes on Tyrone Corbin’s head. Problem is, they 
have no one Phoenix wants other than Christian Laettner or Alan 


Henderson—and that can’t happen. ... That fight between Wizards 
Tracy Murray and Rod Strickland was over—hold onto your hat—a 
woman, Actually, it’s even more surreptitious than it sounds: 
Murray made some disparaging remarks about his teammate; the 
woman recorded the conversation, then played it for Strickland. 
Upshot: a black eye and seven stitches for Murray; a $25,000 
fine and a real stern lecture from G.M. Wes Unseld for both. ... 
After a good, long talk with his mom, who basically told him God 
wants him to get his butt in gear, Mitch Richmond averaged 25.8 
points and four assists over four games last week, a vast 
improvement over his early-season performances. ... Damon 
Stoudamire doesn’t sound like someone who wants to stay in 
Toronto much longer. “When you're the laughingstock of the 
league, it’s hard to swallow. You don’t want to.go anywhere, be 
seen anywhere, and you don't get any respect. At the same time, 
why should anybody in the league respect a team that’s 1-18?” 
Things haven't changed much for Toronto since win No. 2. 


PINPOINT GUARDS... 


The Lakers are getting more disciplined play in the backcourt this 


season from Nick Van Exel and backup Derek Fisher, who have put 
an increased emphasis on improving their passing and cutting down 
on turnovers. Combined, the two guards have an assist-to-turnover 
ratio of 3.6-1, compared with 2.8-1 last season. “As soon as we look — 
at the stat sheet after a game,” Fisher says, “we look to ‘A’ and 
slide our finger down to our name. We see how many we had 
and how many we should have had. Then we look at ‘TO.’” Here 
are the numbers for Van Exel and some other starting point 
guards who have improved assist-to-turnover ratios this season: 


‘97-98 Assists Ml '97-98 Turnovers 


Mark Jackson 
Pacers = 


"97-98 ratit 
Nick Van Exel 


'97-98 ratio: 4.3 


Gary Payton 
SuperSonics * 


Rod Strickland , 
Wizards | 


5.1-1 Career ratio: 3.1-1 


heed 135) 


1 Career ratio: 3.1-1 


"97-98 ratio: 3.2-1 Career ratio: 27 


Se 


"97-98 ratio: 3.1-1 = Career tatio: 2.7-1 


FEEDING FRENZY: 


Damon Suton 2 ET Van Exel wants to arc 
japtors MIKE NYERGES / 
y v set Oy his TSN; PHOTO BY 
‘97-98 ratio: 2.9-1 Career ratio: 2.5-1 teammates more. TSN 
SCORING AVERAGE FREE-THROW ASSISTS 
NAME G FG FT PTS AVG PERCENTAGE NAME G AAVG 
JORDAN, Chi 21 «210139 :«565 «26.9 | NAME FT AT FI% STRICKLND, Was 22.236 10.7 
MALONE, Uta 21 197 142 536 25.5 MULLIN, Ind 36. 37.973 KIDD, Pho- 18172 9.6 
D.ROBINSON, SA 21 166 166 498 23.7 HORNACEK, Uta 98 107 .916 PAYTON, Sea 22205 9,3 
RICHMOND, Sac 21 165 120 480 229 7 AlLENMil 81 90.900 : MWwACKSON,Ind 20182 9.1 
RICE, Cha 20 158 109__447__—22.4 PRICE, Ort 41 46 .891 HARDAWAY, Mia_20176 8.8 
WALKER, Bos 20. +171 «+76 442 22.1  LAETTNER,At 90101 .891 STOUDAMIRE, Tor21 179. 8.5 
ABDUR-RAHIM, Van 22 172 138 «482 «21.9 RICHMOND, Sac 120 135 .889 KNIGHT, Cle = 18 146 8.1 
MILLER, Ind 20 139 «112 423 «21.2 : MILLERInd 112127 .882 vey mallee a 
IVERSON, Phi 18 147 65 377 209 : BARRYLAC 51 58 879 f x 
EWING, NY 159 117 435 20.7; MURRAY,Was 43 49.878 =; GASSELLNJ 21163 _7.8 
WEBBER, Was 19 169 «37 «393 20.7 VAN EXEL, LAL 64 73.87 A.JOHNSON, SA 21156 7.4 
BAKER, Sea 22 © 182:««84«448««-20.4 =? HAWKINS Sea 49 50.875 : WESLEY,Cha 19131 6.9 
ROBINSON, Mil "21 174 65 420 200 KITTLES, Nu 40 46 .870 BRANDON, Mil 21143 6.8 
HOWARD, Was 20 153° 93-399 20.0 STARKS,NY 59 68 .868 (VERSON, Phi 18122 6.8 
GUGLIOTTA, Min 20 146 106-399-200 ELLIS, Sea 39 45 .867 VAN EXEL, LAL 21138 6.6 
HILL, Det 21. 146 «+125 418 199 : K.JOHNSON,Pho 64 74 865 
HARDAWAY, Mia 20 148 «87 392 196 : StTHOen 44 51.863 STEALS 
S.SMITH, Atl 18 «127: «71 «-349:« 194 «=? SEALY Det «74-86 860 3 aie 
FINLEY, Dal 2114785405193; ice, Cha —«-109.127 858 ae é < Pelle 
CASSELL, NJ 21131138 404 192 : pERSON,cle 48 56.857 ; Cle E 
PERSON, Cle 20. «142 «48 «384-««19.2 : & JOHNSON, Hou 30 35 857 WERSON, Phi 18 45° 2.5 
MARBURY, Min 20 127 107 379 190 : ANDERSON,Cle 7790 e568 , “OD Fho 18 44 2.4 
DREXLER, Hou 18 115 90 341 189 : scHREMPE Sea 87102 853 PERSON,Cle 20 48 2.4 
B.WILLIAMS, Det 22 46178 «= 60416: 18.9 : BRANDON, Mil _21_50_2.4 
ALLEN, Mil 439 18.6 PAYTON, Sea 22 52 24 
E.JONES, LAL 21 136~=«76~=«389—«18.5 REBOUNDING E.JONES,LAL 21 49 2.3 
GARNETT, Min 20 «151 64 368 18.4 AVERAGE WER Bas Es a ae 
PAYTON, Sea 22 «146 «6990 404 «(18.4 1 : 
SMITS, Ind 20 185 50 360 18.0 FODMAN oh as wa SE HT ncteaG 
FIELD-GOAL 3-POINT PERCENTAGE © Siroued’at cotsc ing GlbiNd 21 43. 20 
, ‘ HAWKINS, Sea 22 45 2.0 
PERCENTAGE NAME 3FG AT36% D.ROBINSON, SA 84-158 11.5 : 
NAME FG ATFG% © WARD,NY 18 36.500 : DUNCAN,SA 56-181 11.3 
O'NEAL,LAL 78130 600‘ RESPERT,Tor 15 30.500 : SABONIS,Por 43-169 10.6 BLOCKED SHOTS 
WILLIS, Hou 121216 560 KUKOC, Chi © «26 53.491: MALONE,Uta 61-161 106 : NAME G BL AVG 
MANNING, Pho 117215 544 EISLEY,Uta «16 33.485; GARRETT,Den 73-134 10.4 BRADLEY, Dal 14 54 3,9 
DIVAC, Cha 93 172 541 HORNACEK, Uta_20_42 .476 WALKER, Bos_69-136 10.3 MUTOMBO,Atl 21 71 3.4 
DUNCAN, SA _ 140.259 .541 KERR, Chi 14 30.467 : MARSHALL,GS 75-118 10.2 : CAMBY,Tor 14 47 3.4 
MALONE, Uta 197367537 MILLER, Ind © 33 73.452; HILL, Mil 62-120 10.1: ; OLAJUWON,Hou 11 31 28 
MULLIN, Ind 103192 586 © VANEXEL,LAL 51113451: MASON,Cha 45-156 10.1 STEWART,Sac__21 54 2.6 
SANDERSON, Uta79 148.534 -NASH,Pho 18 40.450: EWINGNY 49-162 10.0: DUNCAN,SA 21 53 25 
BAKER,Sea 182341534 © D.MARTIN,LAC_30 68.441 : B.WILLIAMS,Det 71-150 10.0 : D.ROBINSON,SA 21 50 24 
MUTOMBO, Atl_124 237.523 -H.DAVIS,Dal 27 62.436 : D.DAVIS,Ind 75-121 9.8 : GARNETT,Min 20 44 22 
ROBINSON, Pho 77148520 HAWKINS,Sea 38 88.432 : WEBBER,Was 47-137 9.7 : JOHNSON,Mil 20 44 22 
SMITS,Ind 155298 520 MULLIN,Ind © 12: 28.429} ~KEMP.Cle «53-130 9.6: OSTERTAG,Uta 19 39 2.1 
LAETTNER, Atl 120231519 MAJERLE,Mia 16 38.421  GRANT,Por 73-107 95 : EWINGNY 21 43 20 
MURRAY, LAC 129250516  BENOIT,NJ © 16 38 421? GUGLIOTTA,Min 55-131 9,3: RATLIFEDet 21 43 20 


Statistics provided by STATS, Inc. through Friday, Dec. 12 


TEAM 

LA LAKERS 
PHOENIX 
HOUSTON 
MINNESOTA 
MIAMI 
SEATTLE 
CHARLOTTE 
PORTLAND 
WASHINGTON 
BOSTON 
UTAH 

NEW JERSEY 
LA CLIPPERS 
INDIANA 
PHILADELPHIA 
SACRAMENTO 
MILWAUKEE 
NEW YORK 
TORONTO 
ORLANDO 
VANCOUVER 
ATLANTA 
CLEVELAND 
SAN ANTONIO 
CHICAGO 
DETROIT 
DENVER 
GOLDEN STATE 
DALLAS 


TEAM 
CLEVELAND 
CHICAGO 
NEW YORK 
INDIANA 
ATLANTA 
DETROIT 
SEATTLE 
MILWAUKEE 
UTAH 
PORTLAND, 
ORLANDO 
SAN ANTONIO 
MIAMI 
CHARLOTTE 
NEW JERSEY 
HOUSTON. 

LA LAKERS 
DALLAS 
WASHINGTON 
PHILADELPHIA 
PHOENIX 
DENVER 
SACRAMENTO 
BOSTON 
VANCOUVER 
MINNESOTA 
GOLDEN STATE 
TORONTO 

LA CLIPPERS 


CHICAGO 
ORLANDO 
WASHINGTON 
ATLANTA 
PORTLAND 
SAN ANTONIO 
NEW YORK 
GOLDEN STATE 
DETROIT 
VANCOUVER 
UTAH 

LA CLIPPERS 
NEW JERSEY 
SEATTLE 

LA LAKERS: 
DENVER 
SACRAMENTO 
MIAMI 
MINNESOTA 
TORONTO 
MILWAUKEE 
INDIANA 
DALLAS 
BOSTON 
CLEVELAND * 
CHARLOTTE 
HOUSTON 
PHOENIX 
PHILADELPHIA 


TEAM OFFENSE 
GFGM-FGA PCT 3M-3A PCTFIM-FTA PCT AVG 


21 806-1677 
18 692-1473 
18 644-1447 
20 755-1644 
20 738-1598 
22 809-1752 
20 736-1554 
20 717-1569 
22 831-1862 
20 723-1695 
21 71851576 
21 738-1741 
22 790-1795 
20 706-1492 
19 684-1467 
21 771-1736 
21 753-1597 
21 735-1632 
21 760-1755 
23 807-1833 
22 783-1740 
21 735-1618 
20 688-1536 
21 732-1593 
21 744-1733 
22 732-1708 
20 665-1589 
19 676-1689 
21 714-1697 


-481141-392 
.470 89-260 
.445128-373 
459 58-184 


-462135-366 
-462131-360 


474 77-207 


-457100-277 


A46 92-246 


427113-343 


456 60-172 
424 60-177 


-440133-370 


473 69-184 
466 54-169 
444 60-170 
472 53-155 
450 80-264 
.433 69-209 
440 74-229 
450 64-203 
454 59-213 
448 73-218 
460 65-202 
429 52-166 
429 56-194 
419 54-196 
400 45-179 
.421132-358 


.360 481-685 .702 106.4 
.342 363-482 .753 102.0 
-343 412-539 .764 101.6 
315 443-586 .756 100.6 


.369 385-503 
,364 433-578 
4.372 417-574 
.361 410-565 
.374 375-543 
329 365-511 
.349 522-695 
339 481-677 
.359 384-544 
.375 413-549 
320 374-527 
.353 377-562 
342 410-541 
-303 416-548 
.330 376-524 
.323 463-630 
.315 421-591 
.277 409-542 
.335 396-549 


+322 403-596 | 
.313 360-527 | 
-289 463-621 . 
.276 418-560 . 
251 303-426 . 
+369 317-422 . 


G FGM-FGA 
20 630-1510 
21 693-1690 
21 645-1599 
20 676-1594 
21 746-1714 
22 717-1671 
22 773-1734 
21 707-1575 
21 698-1624 
20 675-1602 
23 855-1866 
21. 736-1706 
20 710-1582 
20. 720-1559 
21 719-1595 
18 672-1516 
21 768-1734 
21 801-1723 
22 804-1762 
19 702-1511 
18 683-1537 
20 729-1579 
21 811-1708 
20 707-1480 
22 858-1827 
20 746-1660 
19 710-1588 
21 839-1715 
22 852-1837 


PCT 3M-3A 
A17 61-208 
410 66-221 
403 76-255 
424 57-193 
435 75-257 
429 94-286 
446 94-294 
449 55-187 
-430 84-247 
421 82-251 
.458 90-254 
-431100-276 
449 76-223 
462 77-218 
.451 92-260 
443 90-288 
443 88-264 
465 95-263 
456 83-220 
-A65 86-244 
444 78-231 
-462 87-230 
475 72-210 
.478 78-225 
.470 90-247 
449 86-261 
447 89-232 
.489 98-263 
464 77-228 


PCT FIM-FTA 
.293 397-551 
.299 360-502 
.298 466-618 
.295 365-513 
292 304-412 
.329 433-593 
.320 378-530 
.294 467-646 
-340 469-619 
327 426-599 
.354 354-486 
.362 399-562 
.341 405-577 
.353 385-531 
1354 469-612 
313 311-422 
333 414-577 
361 345-487 
.377 449-614 
352 371-514 
.338 327-432 
378 434-588 
343 391-532 
.347 501-678 


765 
.749 
726 
726 
694 
14 
751 
710 
706 
752 
710 
671 
758 
759 
718 
735 
712 
(755, 
721 


721 
7 
754 
712 
738 
(730 
713 
723 
758 
mM 
728 
710 
702 
725 
766 
737 
718 
708 
.731 
722 
757 
738 
735 
.739 


99.8 
99.2 
98.3 
97.2 
96.8 
96.2 
96.1 
96.0 
95.3 
94,7 
94.5 
94.2 
93.8 
93,6 
93.6 
93.5 
93.2 
92.3 
92.3 
92.0 
90:5 
90.1 
90.1 
89.5 


89.4 
v 


AVG 
85.9 
86.3 
87.2 
88.7 
89.1 
89.1 
91.7 
92.2 
92.8 
92.9 
93.7 
93.9 
95.1 
95.1 
95.2 
96.9 
97.0 
97.2 
97.3 
97.9 
98.4 
99.0 
99.3 
99.7 


4.364 394-542 .727 100.0 
330 447-604 .740 101.3 
384 446-613 .728 102.9 
.373 385-570 .675 102.9 
.338 498-673 .740 103.6 


OTHER TEAM TOTALS 


OFF-DEF 
326-635 
326-628, 
319-630 
268-656 
282-641 
257-663 
257-660 
317-596, 
267-644 
273-628 
274-615 
265-615 
342-534 
274-590 
234-628 
282-575 
307-545 
280-571 
237-599 
305-527 
251-575 
228-594 
250-568 
302-509 
259-550 
220-576 
235-533 
220-545 
239-525 


TRB 
961 
954 
949 
924 
923 
920 
917 
913 
911 
901 
889 
880 
876 
864 
862 
857 
852 
851 
836 
832 
826 
822 
818 
811 
809, 
796 
768 
765 
764 


STL 
W7 
181 
169 
148 
142 
150 
170 
141 
184 
161 
159 
155 
211 
220 
202 
129 
134 
178 
158 
205 
217 
143 
143 
247 
229 
203 
163 
175 
174 


AST 
463 
478 
518 
392. 
427 
459. 
458 
393 


538 
493 


437 
492 
405 
466 
424 


TO 
309 
327 
312 
315 
357 
363 
348 
315 
308 
373 
338 
330 
301 
282 
316 
308 
317 
298 
286 
327 
368 
300 
273 
353. 
360 
299 
279 
289 
342 


101 
87 
80 
75 
76 
92 


Note: Defensive statistics reflect cumulative totals of team's opponents. 
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Backcourt of Knight, 
Person has been boffo 


( > The starting backcourt of Brevin Knight 

and Wesley Person has evolved into one of 
Xfm the best in the conference. Knight is a 

pure point guard who thinks pass first. 

CAVS Person is closing in on a 20-point average 

and continues to impress with his 3-point touch. With 
Bob Sura and Mitchell Butler out, the club has been 
surviving with one backcourt reserve, Derek Anderson. 
That's where recently signed Scott Brooks fits in. He's a 
perfect fit for a team that needs a reserve veteran point 
guard. ... Power forward Shawn Kemp has been so-so, 
but the team continues to win. The opposition must 
scheme for Kemp, who still draws double-teams 
because of his expansive skills. So even though Kemp 
has struggled, the rest of the offense has thrived. ... The 
reserves have been shaky, but backup center Vitaly 
Potapenko, power forward Danny Ferry and Anderson 
have been solid. Perhaps Brooks will lessen the load on 
the backcourt. ... It almost is comical, but Anderson just 
can’t shoot 3-pointers. And Knight doesn’t have 3-point 
range and refuses to take the shot. Anderson keeps 
getting worse. Despite the poor shooting, the rookie 
from Kentucky is making a solid contribution. ...Coach 
Mike Fratello says it’s possible Butler will need surgery 
to fix a disk in his neck that is squeezing 
his spinal cord. That causes the shooting 
guard's arms to go numb. Butler is out 
indefinitely. —Bob Finnan 
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LEFT SIDE: Chicago’s Luc'Longley tries a hook shot as Dennis Rodman, 
sporting the hair of many colors, moves into rebounding position. 


} { 
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Pitino takes a chance on 
rookie Billups—tfinally 


It’s about time Rick Pitino entrusted the 
team to Chauncey Billups. Yes, the rookie 
does make mistakes, but he's a talent 
who also is fearless in close games and 
an excellent free-throw shooter. Billups’ 
confidence was close to being totally 
shattered. Pitino should leave him where he is and ride 
the wave wherever it takes him. The future is Billups, 
not Tyus Edney. ... Aside from the obvious differences, 
the team is much different from last year’s in one 
simple way: it is starting to establish its credibility at 
home. True, the team was only 7-6 after 13 games, but 
it is winning the “winnable” home games. Examples: 
Detroit, Milwaukee and Washington. All were close 
games against teams acknowledged to be superior and 
all three of those teams broke down and lost. Pitino 
wants to be dominant at home as the first step on the 
long road back. The team isn’t dominant yet, but it is 
competitive and that can translate into wins. ... Greg 
Minor is the odd man out again in the ever-evolving 
Pitino rotation. There simply aren't any minutes for 
him right now. ... The phrase “did not play—coach’s 
decision” is a rarity in a Boston box score. Pitino uses 
everyone, even if it’s a cameo to challenge an inbounds 
pass. The upside is that players know 
they're going to play and have to be ready. 
The downside is they don’t know when 
they'll play or for how long. —Peter May 
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Team gauge 


Too many giveaways 


Brandon is back to make his point 


Terrell Brandon’s return from a sprained left ankle couldn't have come 
soon enough. Without its point guard and floor leader, the team had 
trouble taking care of the ball and getting into an open-court game. Ray 
Allen spent time running the point, but he had difficulty handling the 
defensive pressure that comes with playing the position. ... The club has 
been getting mixed results from its frontcourt. Glenn Robinson remains 
a consistent scorer, but centers Ervin Johnson and Andrew Lang 
continue to be inconsistent. Tyrone Hill has performed in his typical 
workmanlike fashion. ... The bench hasn’t been much better. Ricky Pierce's minutes 
are increasing, as the team still searches for consistent scoring from its reserves. 
Armon Gilliam has had several nice efforts as a starter, but he hasn't been as 
productive when he comes off the bench. Elliot Perry apparently has lost the 
confidence of coach Chris Ford. When Brandon was injured, Perry did not 
immediately become the point guard. But he started in Brandon's absence thereafter, 
.. As the team gradually slipped closer to .500, Ford started to draw attention to his 
performance. Most people seem to feel if the team doesn’t make the playoffs after 
some significant offseason changes—notably the three-way trade with the 
Sonics and Cavaliers in which Vin Baker left and Brandon arrived—Ford’s 
performance will have to be scrutinized. Gregg Hoffmann 
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A )\ The team appeared to be past its road woes after registering back-to- 
CS back wins last week at Washington and Boston. But then it 
=> proceeded to blow leads in dropping two close decisions to the Magic 


and Hornets. Coach Phil Jackson says he thinks the problems on the 
road are a result of careless ballhandling. With the exception of 
Michael Jordan, the team continues to get little from its guards. As a 
result, through Friday, the team was 4-8 on the road, after going 30-11 last season. .. 
Now that he’s in better shape, Toni Kukoc is starting to fill some of the void created by 
Scottie Pippen’s absence. Kukoc played a big role in a win over the Knicks and had 
raised his scoring average to 14.2 and his 3-point percentage to 49. ... Pippen 
continues to work his way back from the foot surgery he had in October. When he 
will be ready for action remains to be seen, although he's probably about a week 
away. ... Jordan surpassed Moses Malone (27,409) for third place on the NBA's 
all-time scoring list. Wilt Chamberlain is second with 31,419 points, and Kareem Abdul- 
Jabbar is first with 38,387. If he averaged 28-to-29 points, Jordan would have to play 
at least another season to have a chance of catching Chamberlain. ... Jordan was 
struggling from the free-throw line, so he began going out about two 
hours before game time to work on his stroke. Recently, he hit 27 
straight free throws to improve to 75 percent. —John Jackson 
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end run as league’s best 


The Hawks have lost the 
distinction of having the NBA's 
best record—and they basically 
have given it away. They 
suddenly are too soft and their 


? offensive execution has been an abomination recently. 

: Teams have adjusted to the Dikembe Mutombo option in 
: the low post either by double-teaming or pushing him 

: off the low block. Christian Laettner not only is taking a 
: pounding inside, but he can’t finish a drive to the 

: basket or consistently make a face-up jumper from 15 


feet. .. The bench that coach Lenny Wilkens has been 


: lauding lacks the spark without the injured Alan 

: Henderson to change the momentum of games. Rookie 
: Ed Gray continues to struggle. Meanwhile, Chucky 

? Brown and Cadillac Anderson continue in their 

? serviceable roles, but neither is having an impact. ... 

: Steve Smith remains the most consistent scorer, but 


Mookie Blaylock’s extended minutes have rendered him 


: useless offensively and he hasn't been able to jump- 
: start the offense with his defensive pressure either. ... 
: Wilkens’ easygoing personality is reflected in his team 


and it works to its disadvantage. Championship-level 


: intensity is not displayed consistently and there isn’t 
? enough talent to compensate for it. It was 
: those lapses of intensity that cost them 

? against Chicago in last year’s Eastern 

* Conference semifinals. —Mark F. Gray 


Mourning’s return leads 
to ae of big lineup 
With Alonzo Mourning returning to the 
CD power forward P.J. Brown will 
Rp play more at small forward. It should be 
a smooth transition. Before Brown 
NC g joined the Heat a season ago, he had 
been a niainstay at small forward for the 
Nets. But since joining the Heat as a free agent, Brown 
has made 90 of his starts at power forward. Brown has 
longed for the challenges he previously faced in New 
Jersey, where he was called upon to slow some of the 
NBA's leading scorers at small forward. And with the 
6-foot-11 Brown at small forward, it would give the 
Heat one of the most imposing front lines in the NBA, 
when factoring in Mourning, 6-10, at center and 6-10 
Isaac Austin at power forward. ... Center Duane 
Causwell, buried at the end of the roster, finally came 
through when needed most, in a victory last week in 
Atlanta that coach Pat Riley called the team’s most 
impressive road game to date. However, with Mourning 
coming back, Causwell is likely to get even fewer 
chances. ... Finally consistently hitting his jumper, 
shooting guard Voshon Lenard also has begun to exert 
himself more on the boards, something Riley has 
sought since training camp. However, it's becoming 
obvious that down the stretch in close 
games, Riley prefers to play point guards 
Tim Hardaway and Eric Murdock in tandem. 
The move has paid off. —Jra Winderman 
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Life is good without Penny—so far 


When owner Rich DeVos received word his best player, Penny 
Hardaway, would be out at least two months, he shrugged his 


/ “We're going to miss Penny, but this is.a pretty good group of guys. 
They've got a lot of heart and character.” Don't get the wrong idea: 
DeVos would like to see Hardaway in uniform as soon as possible, but he learned a 
huge lesson last year about playing without a superstar when Shaquille O'Neal ditched 
the team for L.A. It was an awkward adjustment, but everyone in the organization 
eventually realized you can't pin your hopes on one man. This year's team was built 
with replaceable parts and the system has worked amazingly well. Going into last 
Saturday's game against the Spurs, the team was 9-1 without Hardaway. ... Mark Price 
is doing a solid job running the team and spreading the floor with his 3-point 
shooting. ... Darrell Armstrong is the heart of the bench—maybe the heart of the team. 
He plays with so much energy on defense that Chuck Daly allows him to be the closer 
in the fourth quarter of most games. ... Daly has been masterful, but the schedule 


hasn't hurt. His tinkering skills will come into focus next month when every opponent 


the team faces has a winning record. ... The frontcourt is awfully thin at 
the moment. The time is now to go out and get a big body—perhaps 
Teamjgauge 


Wayman Tisdale—for insurance purposes, if nothing else. —Bill Fay 


When offense is needed, 
Mason is the main man 


In recent weeks, the team frequently 
has been running its offense through 
burly forward Anthony Mason—and 
that is fine with him. Mason says he 
is feeling more comfortable with the 
way the offense is evolving. Last year, he was clearly 
the focal point of the attack, averaging 14.5 points. He 
was averaging under double-figures early this season 
but raised his mark to 11.6 through 19 games and 
leading the team with a 10.2 rebounding average. ... 
The club is feeling the effects of the longer 3-point line. 
The team set a league record for 3-point field-goal 
percentage last season and finished fourth overall with 
591 3-pointers made. Through 19 games this season, 
the club ranked second in the league in 3-point field- 
goal percentage (373) but 12th in 3-pointers made 
(75). Glen Rice and Dell Curry each have hit about 15- 
20 shots that would have been 3-pointers last year. 

Dell Curry has made 16, ... 
struggling so much lately that he has been taken out of 
some games by Dave Cowens during key stretches. 
Bobby Phills looks like he’s coming on after enjoying his 
best game of the season last week. ... 
continues to play well. Curry hit a game-winning shot 
against Chicago last week. Forward J.R. 


Reid has been playing well, too, while B.J. 
Armstrong is suddenly getting quality 
Teamlyé ge 


minutes at point guard, —John DeLong 


David Wesley has been 


Ewing isn’t playing like Be 


his old self; he’s just old 


Coach Jeff Van Gundy’s job appears 

secure, even as his team flounders. 

A soft defense combined with a 

lethargic offense has this club 

playing its worst since Van Gundy 

E assumed command in March 1996, 

: replacing Don Nelson. The team needs to develop an 

: offense when Patrick Ewing is struggling. During most 
of the club’s slump, Ewing has struggled. When the 

: front office gave him a $68 million contract last 

i summer, it felt Ewing had two more good years left, 

: which would allow for a championship run, But Ewing 

: has looked old and sore many times, his problems 

compounded by the loss of workhorse Larry Johnson, 

: who has missed time because of a severely sprained 

: ankle. The loss of Johnson not only has hurt the 

: Starting unit, but it has affected the bench because 

: Johnson often stayed in the lineup for extended periods - 

i to give the club a post presence. Chris Mills has 

i struggled in place of Johnson, averaging just over nine 

i points on 40 percent shooting before last Saturday's 

game. ... John Starks has been as erratic as always, 

which is hurting the team when Allan Houston is 

misfiring. ... The poor offense has led to breakdowns on 

defense. The team missed many shots in 

past seasons, but it always prided itself on 

an ability to quickly regroup and make 

stops. —Barbara Barker Team gauge 
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The bench 


No denying it: Van Horn has game 


This is the first month of Keith Van Horn’s NBA career, which has 
caused coach John Calipari to stress he should not yet be seen as the 
centerpiece of the offense. But Van Horn's solid early-season play 
belies Calipari’s point. After showing impressive penetration moves in 
inconsistent performances his first two games this season, Van Horn 
displayed an ability fo drain the 3-pointer. He also began to get foul 
calls he hasn't been getting, As much as Van Horn has to learn about 
defense and rebounding, it appears his offensive game will make him the focal point 
of the attack almost immediately—despite what Calipari says. ... The team had its top 
six players together for two games before forward Chris Gatling suffered a stress 
fracture of his right fibula last week. That may keep the club's top bench player out 
until the end of the month. David Benoit and/or Xavier McDaniel probably will gain 
minutes. ... The arrival of Van Horn is a reminder of the key problem the club faces: 
It is small at every position. That said, it may be wise to shop Kendall Gill. The team 
would be better off with Van Horn splitting time at the forward spots, something he 
could do if the club received a bigger player in return for Gill. There is enough 
offense. It's brawn that is needed. ... Don’t expect many players to see 
extended minutes. Calipari says the type of defense the team plays 
requires too much energy to be effective for 40 minutes —John Brennan Team 
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Jackson is making a point on offense 


Point guard Mark Jackson, who played 40 minutes last week against 
the Heat, has been nearly flawless in running the offense, compiling 
44 assists and just one turnover through a four-game stretch last week. 
Through Friday, his 5-to-1 assist-to-turnover ratio led the NBA. Backup 
Travis Best was playing more minutes than Jackson early in the season, 
but Best has struggled lately. He had 10 assists and 12 turnovers on 
the five-game Western road trip. Best is at a crucial point in his career, with this being 
a contract year for him. ... Center Rik Smits, who scored a season-high 29 points last 
week against Miami, was the primary beneficiary of Jackson's pass-happy approach. 
The 7-4 center had what coach Larry Bird called “happy feet” against the Heat, 
showing improved mobility. Smits, who had surgery on both feet last year, gave credit 
to a new pair of shoes that fit him better. Smits is stepping outside and consistently 
hitting jumpers up to 20 feet, and his jump hook is as dependable as ever. If his feet 
continue to improve, he can take this team to a higher level. ... Bird remains 
concerned about his team’s mental toughness, citing its consistent lapses within 
games. ... First-round draft pick Austin Croshere played in just two of the team’s first 
20 games. He missed the first eight games with a broken hand and has 
been stuck behind Chris Mullin, Jalen Rose and free-agent rookie Mark 
Pope since he returned. —Mark Montieth Teamgauge 


Hill neers to step up at crunch time 


Nothing is wrong with Grant Hill—he still is the NBA's best three- 
category player. But he tends to float in the final minutes when 
he should be taking over. Too often, he has to be reminded what 
stars are supposed to do. ... Joe Dumars, who was mired in the 
worst slump of his career, scored a season-high 22 points (all in 
the second half) against the Nets December 11. He needed a big 
game and now must follow it up. When he plays well, it has a calming effect on 
Lindsey Hunter. ... Whatever the team’s problems, Brian Williams hasn't been one of 
them. His contributions have been especially vital in the first and fourth quarters. Hill 
remains the No. 1 crunch-time option, but Williams now is No. 1-A. ... Jerome 
Williams and rookie guard Charles O'Bannon have been great sparkplugs. Coach Doug 
Collins has gotten wise about Williams and promises to play him 20 minutes per 
game. Collins also has shown confidence in O'Bannon, a ‘tweener who tries hard. 
Collins says Theo Ratliff still will start, but Williams is getting in earlier and staying 
longer. He has moved ahead of Don Reid and Grant Long. ... Aaron McKie’s struggles 
continue; he can't hit a shot and has been timid defensively. He had played fewer 


than nine minutes in three of the last four games before last Saturday. ... 
Collins has been smart to bench Long—he rarely produced. It has been 
Team gauge 
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quite a fall for Long, who started the first six games.—Steve Addy 
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PHILLY STAKE: Although his 
scoring is down from last 
season, Allen Iverson is still 
averaging over 20 points. 


?, 


Rookie Thomas continues to improve 


The team continues to miss Derrick Coleman, who has been out 
since November 19. He was the team’s most reliable rebounder, 
and while Clarence Weatherspoon is trying to fill the gap, the team 
simply isn’t big enough to contend with most opponents inside. 
At small forward, rookie Tim Thomas continues to make progress 
and appears headed toward a more permanent place in the rotation. If Thomas 
proves he can handle the small-forward position, that would allow Jim Jackson to play 
more two-guard, a position where he seems better suited to contribute. ... The team 
continues to get only token contributions from centers Eric Montross and Scott 
Williams. The lack of production from the middle has been a major problem all 
season, ... Rookie Anthony Parker has been activated to play a backup role in the 
two-guard position, but his minutes have been extremely limited. Point guard Doug 
Overton is about the only bench player Larry Brown can call on with the expectation of 
getting some degree of proficiency. ... The team is going to have to make wholesale 
roster changes at some point in the future. Assuming those changes don’t happen this 
year, Brown should start looking for players, like Thomas and Parker, who may fit 


into his system —and let them play. Brown suggested last week he would 
E> 


= 


like to shake up the lineup, but he said so many players were struggling, 
he didn’t know where to begin. —Don Benevento Te 


|) 
Clippers 


Youngsters must step forward 


= With the loss of star forward Loy Vaught to season-ending spinal 


(aii Teer: \ fusion surgery, the team loses its leader, its most consistent scorer 


and its best rebounder—all in one shot. ... Vaught’s absence will 
/ enable rookie Maurice Taylor and Lorenzen Wright to see even more 
time at power forward. Taylor's play is much improved, and Wright's 
effort is consistent, but they will have to continue to make up for Vaught’s 15-point, 
10-rebound career averages. .., The club is searching for another big man to fill 
Vaught’s spot as a rebounder. The team has plenty of room under the salary cap, 
enough to accommodate a high-priced star. ... The loss of Vaught is a knockout blow 
to a team already in serious trouble. An 83-74 loss to Atlanta last Friday was the 
18th in its first 22 games. There still is no go-to player and coach Bill Fitch is clearing 
the bench in search of a dependable scorer. Fitch is trying everything to get some 
consistency, but players remain miffed by his rash, unsuccessful substitutions. ... 
Rodney Rogers was supposed to have a breakthrough season, but is averaging only 
13.9 points while Brent Barry scored just three in his return to the starting lineup 
Friday. ... The only bright spot in the Atlanta loss was rookie Keith Closs’ 15-point, 
five-rebound performance. Closs has been late for practices, his play has 
been inconsistent and he seems a long way from the player many NBA < & 
insiders think he can be.—Gary Washburn Team gauge 
~ 


84 TSN - DECEMBER 22, 1997 


Williams benefits from 
move to shooting guard 


With shooting guard Doug Christie 
out with a bad ankle, Walt Williams 

, shifted from small forward to guard, 
and the impact was immediate. He 
scored 39 points, one shy of a 
career-high and tied the team’s 
single-game scoring record. Williams’ outburst came in 
the team's victory against the 76ers, the team’s first 
win in 18 games. ... Forward Marcus Camby still isn't 
overwhelming anybody with his play, and he's playing 
on sore knees, But now that the team has some 
frontline players back in the lineup (center Zan Tabak 
and newcomer Oliver Miller), there's enough scoring 
available to cause other teams some problems, Six 
frontcourt players scored in double figures against the 
76ers. ... With Popeye Jones out for the season with a 
torn ACL and Carlos Rogers’ ailing back, Reggie Slater 
figures to pick up some of the slack. But against the x” 
76ers, he played only 11 minutes. ... John Wallace has 
returned to his original role as the first man off the 
bench. ... Williams’ move to shooting guard didn't say 
much about Shawn Respert, who didn’t play against the 
76ers. ... When asked if the team was headed for the 
kind of horrendous season suffered by the 1972-73 
Sixers, who were 9-73, coach Darrell 

Walker said: “I'll play before that happens. Pe 

I hope people don’t think we're that @ » 
bad.”—Craig Daniels 
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Webber and Howard are breaking out 


Chris Webber and Juwan Howard remain steady, and appear to have 
more freedom with the ball, as they are leading the fast break 
more and more (not as much as they did under Jim Lynam, but 
more so than at anytime during Bernie Bickerstaff’s tenure). Each is 

playing nearly 40 minutes a game, leaving little playing time for Darvin Ham, Ben 
Wallace and Lorenzo Williams. Center Terry Davis continues to provide muscle, 
rebounding and occasionally some scoring, Ideally, you would want Davis as your 
backup. ... Following a fight with teammate Tracy Murray last week, point guard Rod 
Strickland hasn't played well. In the two games following the incident, Strickland 
made 6-of-24 field-goal attempts. Murray scored 22 points in the two contests on 6- 
of-18 shooting. ... Calbert Cheaney continues his role of hardly being noticed, hardly 
being an impact on the court. Cheaney needs to be more aggressive in order for the 
team to be successful. Ledell Eackles is providing everything at the two-guard that 
Cheaney doesn't; attacking the basket and hitting the three-point shot. If Eackles 
shoots the ball better from three-point range, attacks the basket better and is more 
aggressive than Cheaney, then play him more than Cheaney. Perhaps that will light a 
fire under Cheaney—as emotionless a player as you will find in the NBA. 

.. Tim Legler, who is on the injured list with a sore right hamstring, is & 
expected to return by Christmas.—/erry Bembry Team gauge 


Maturing ‘Reef fights through defense 


It was a pivotal week for Shareef Abdur-Rahim, whose 21st birthday 
yy seemed a symbol of an ever-growing confidence in both his on- and 
off-court life. First, there has been his ability to fight through the 
defensive microscope he has been placed under by the opposition. 
After being held under 20 points for five straight games—the 
longest such streak since an eight-game span in the first month of his rookie season, 
when he was pulled from the starting lineup by then-coach Brian Winters—Abdur- 
Rahim responded with four straight 20-plus games last week. Part of the reason he 
has been able to escape the defensive pressure is because his perimeter shooting 
game has taken a big step forward. And he has become a real leader. ... Bryant Reeves 
has kept working diligently, despite the fact he is not getting the same opportunities to 
contribute offensively in coach Brian Hill’s revamped offense. ... Power forward Otis 
Thorpe remains the picture of veteran consistency. With little dip night to night, 
Thorpe’s smarts—and his 12 points and 8.4 rebounds—allow Abdur-Rahim the space 
he needs to thrive on the floor. ... The team goes through a tough stretch against solid 
opposition this week, beginning with a home-and-home series against the Trail Blazers 
on Friday and Sunday. It plays the Suns on December 26 and the Jazz —, 
two days later. The good news is three of the four games will be at & £ 
Team gauge 
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home, where the team has been above .500. —Howard Tsumura 


Stockton eases hack 
into wee starting lineup 


Point guard John Stockton had one 
brilliant game followed by a pair of 
so-so outings after returning from 
knee surgery. Stockton played 20 to 
22 minutes in each of his first three 
games back. His playing time is expected to increase 
gradually until he tops out in the 35-minute range. .. 
Howard Eisley, who played well in Stockton’s place, has 
struggled coming off the bench since Stockton’s return. 
He had a combined eight points and nine assists in 
three games, after averaging 10.3 points and 5.6 assists 
through the first 18 games. And rookie Jacque Vaughn 
did not play for the first time this season. ... Last week, 
Antoine Carr said he was seriously considering 
retirement. The next day—after a one-on-one meeting 
with coach Jerry Sloan and a team meeting—Carr, 36, 
did an about-face. He said his love for the game was 
back, and that he felt sufficiently wanted by the team 
to continue. “I wanted to know if I was an integral part 
of this team,” Carr says. “(Sloan) let me know that I was 
an important part of this team, both last year and this 
year, I just have to go out and work harder.” Carr, who 
is Karl Malone's primary backup at power forward and 
a backup center, has been struggling. His numbers are 


down across the board from last season. ... 


UTAH’S OTHER GUARD: Jeff Hornacek and the rest 
of the Jazz welcomed Stockton back last week. 


With no stars, who’s 
going to run the show? 


Just when coach Eddie Jordan had begun 
to settle on a guard rotation, a few 
reserves unexpectedly played well last 
week. Jordan replaced Terry Dehere at 
point guard with rookie Anthony 
Johnson, but Dehere had one of the best 
games of his career (21 points, 6 
rebounds and 8 assists) coming off the bench against 
the Jazz last Tuesday. Bobby Hurley added some quality 
minutes, and Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf could be a fourth 
option. The problem is none of the point guards stands 
above the rest. Hurley is too small and too slow to 
guard many of his opponents. Dehere doesn’t have 
Hurley's ability to run the open floor, but he’s steady. 
And Johnson doesn't have the others’ experience, but 
he’s the strongest and the best defender. ... For once,.” 
the frontcourt of center Olden Polynice and forwards 
Billy Owens and Corliss Williamson is playing steadily. 
It's not the biggest, strongest or fastest front line, but 
each is filling his role. ... The team might be as deep as 
it ever has been since the franchise moved to 
Sacramento. With the exception of guard Mitch 
Richmond, the backup at each of the remaining four 
spots is as capable as the starter. Of course, it's not 
difficult to equal or exceed the output of 
the starters when they are of low caliber, 
and have difficulty matching up against the Sig 
starters of most teams. —/ames Raia leamgauge 
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The 68 points in a win against the Mavs 
last Friday was the lowest total in team 
history. —Loren Jorgensen 
nanay play has been players’ fault 
The team’s recent funk could be attributed to a lack of 

‘ES aggressiveness—and the mental game still needs work. “I don’t 
know if it’s enthusiasm,” Rick Fox says. “Just a failure to recognize 
these teams are all out to knock us off.” Coach Del Harris’ recent 
frustration with the situation has been noticeable, as he 
somite alu why his speeches on playing with a greater sense of urgency got no 
response. That was a bad sign. The good sign was many of his players were quick to 
say the lack of spark on the team was their fault—not the coach’s. ... The frontcourt’s 
offensive struggles have also been a problem. Robert Horry had one five-game stretch 
in which he went scoreless twice. And then there's Elden Campbell, who again is 
suffering another fade. The backcourt hasn’t been immune to problems, either. Eddie 
Jones hit his first slump. Nick Van Exel, meanwhile, remains one of the league leaders 
in assists-to-turnovers ratio. The bench has offered consistency. Aside from Kobe 
Bryant's explosive and instant offense, Harris likes to put Jon Barry in when the team 
trails, knowing Barry brings energy and a deadly 3-point shooting touch that can help 
quickly erase deficits, Lately, Harris has been trying to find as many minutes for his 
fifth guard while the team is leading. Corie Blount remains a factor off the 
bench because he has become a consistent rebounder, while also taking 
advantage of his limited shooting opportunities. —Scott Howard-Cooper _Team{gauge 


Coach Bill Hanzlik issued a mea culpa after the loss at Cleveland 
last week, saying: “There's a fine line between overloading guys, 
and maybe I'm doing that. Maybe I’m giving them too much 
information.” Those who have watched Hanzlik for any length of 
time concluded that long ago. He typically treats a game like a 
practice, rarely taking a breath between instructions to his 
players. And many times, when they should be focusing on what's happening on the 
court, the players are looking at Hanzlik, trying to decipher his directions. He rarely 
allows players to free-lance, to let the rhythm of the game be their guide. In fact, 
Hanzlik usually makes so many adjustments and substitutions it’s almost impossible to 
get into a rhythm. ... Maybe that excuse about starting three rookies being a big factor 
in the team’s poor record isn’t legit. The Cavaliers, after all, start three and have 
succeeded. The new excuse for the team’s woes is the lack of a premier player. ... 
Priest Lauderdale no longer is a big secret. Scouts are starting to take note of what the 
7-4, 325-pound center can do down low. He passes out of double-teams with 
uncanny accuracy and lately has been taking it to the hole strongly. Why would he 
mess with a short jumper or a weak hook? Now that the secret is out, 
teams are doubling him on the pass. It's too bad the club lacks sure- 
shooters who could capitalize on Lauderdale’s passes. —Vicki Michaelis 
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Nelson needs an energy source 


The adrenaline rush wore off rather quickly. After the team won its 
Gi first game. under him, coach Don Nelson figured his players would 
ride an energy wave for at least a few weeks. However, the team 
soon settled back into their losing ways. Even if Pat Riley were in 
ES charge, it wouldn’t change the fact that this team doesn’t shoot, pass, 
rebound or defend well. The only way the team can win is by 
extending maximum effort and having at least three hot shooters who can average 
more than 20 points. With the only defensive presence, center Shawn Bradley, now 
projected to be out until at least January 1 with a calf injury, there aren’t many 
victories on the horizon. Nelson wears the look of a man who's realized he’s in far 
deeper than his wading boots. “I know it’s going to be a hard year,” he says. “We're 
not world-beaters. We're not a great team. But J think eventually we'll turn it around.” 
But will any of us be alive to see it?...With Bradley sidelined, Dennis Scott still 
struggling to find his stroke and A.C. Green slowed by back problems, the frontcourt is 
a disaster area. ...Nelson is already staring at the stark reality that predecessor Jim 
Cleamons knew too well; this team is light-years from being a contender, ...Michael 
Finley continues to be one of the few bright spots. Under Nelson, he 
could develop into an All-Star. ... Erick Strickland continues to search for 


his shot and his ballhandling has been awful. —Ken Sins Team gauge 


Soft early schedule is about to change 


How lucky has the team been? Based on its schedule the first 
quarter of the season, it’s hard to argue with things. The team won't 
have its third set of back-to-back games until this weekend, when it 
hosts Sacramento, then visits San Antonio. It was one of the last 
teams to reach 20 games played. Moreover, the nine victims in the 
winning streak that bridged November and December had a 
combined record of 60-108. Of course, the team knows things will even out in 
January and February. ... The depth, or lack of, in the frontcourt is beginning to show. 
Kevin Willis usually is a dangerous weapon off the bench. But with Willis starting, the 
team must rely on Matt Bullard or Othella Harrington as the primary big men off the 
bench. While Bullard can nail 3-pointers with the best of the big men, the two don’t 
strike much fear into opponents. ... The team is using Clyde Drexler and Charles 
Barkley too much while Hakeem Olajuwon is out. At their age, neither can be expected 
to play 36 to 40 minutes per game for long stretches. But that’s what they have been 
doing the past few weeks. If they don’t break down at some point, it will be a minor 
miracle. ... Olajuwon, working perhaps too hard on getting back as quickly as possible, 
had fluid drained from his repaired left knee, which interrupted his 


rehab for several days. He has been told he may have to have the knee 
drained again before resuming the recovery process. —Eddie Sefko Te 
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Western Conference 


, Kemp, maybe the biggest change has been Payton’s 


Is there a Doc in this house? 


>= Glenn Anton “Doc” Rivers’ name has been mentioned as a 
NTONIG possible replacement for coach/general manager Gregg 
Sens Popovich—when and if he steps aside as coach, Rivers lives in 

San Antonio and certainly would provide the leadership 

missing since he retired from the team in July 1996. ... With 
forward Carl Herrera, out for eight games with a partial tear of the muscle behind his 
left shoulder, returning against the Magic, rookie Reggie Geary developed patella 
tendinitis in his left knee and was placed on injured reserve. ... With due respect to 
Avery Johnson—one of the nicest people in the NBA—the team must try to get Damon 
Stoudamire from Toronto to start the point. AJ. just can't hit his outside shot often 
enough (he’s shooting 41.4 percent from the field) to be a threat. ... Popovich's much- 
ballyhooed nine-man rotation, announced before last week's game against cross-state 
rival Houston, didn’t even last through that game. Veterans Chuck Person and Will 
Perdue, both benched by Popovich, didn’t sit for long. Person played 10 minutes 
against Houston; Perdue, nine. Malik Rose’s 3-for-12 outing in that game likely 
expedited Perdue’s promotion, even though his stint on the bench likely wouldn't 
have lasted. Talk of a swap with Philadelphia for Jerry Stackhouse 


remains the buzz. Management never had any interest in picking up the @> 
$4.2 million option on Perdue’s contract for next season. —Kevin O'Keeffe 7 mgauge 


Baker 
evolve into dynamic duo 


f Detlef Schrempf and Vin Baker are 
3g becoming a tandem too powerful to 

deal with. Baker is making a living 

ff with easy scores in the paint, and 

Schrempf continues to slash and dash 

with Grant Hill and Scottie Pippen-like 
numbers. ... Gary Payton is starting to get his shot in 
gear after slumping the past two weeks. With teams 
concentrating their double teams on Baker, Payton is 
finding more post-up opportunities and is driving 
harder to the basket. ... Dale Ellis remains the best 
bench option and is playing down the stretch. He 
scored a season-high 19 points against Portland last 
week, with 12 in the fourth period. ... George Karl is 
playing Ellis and shooting guard Hersey Hawkins on the 
floor together. So far it has worked, giving the team a 
smaller, yet more lethal look. Ellis, who normally spells 
Hawkins, plays the small forward. It’s something that 
may last only until injured Jerome Kersey returns, but it 
seems to work. ... Other than Baker replacing Shawn 


is 


passing. As of Saturday, he was third in assists, 
averaging a career-high 9.3, up 2.2 from last season. 
Part of the shift is a natural maturation process that 
Payton has undergone, part is more trust 
in teammates and part is more reliable 
firepower with Baker dominating inside 
and Ellis on the outside. —Ronald Tillery 
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WHERE, WOLF? Gugliotta (center) says Minnesota 
is taking steps backward this season. 


Rider an All-Star? He can dream on 


jf _\saiah Rider believes his reputation will harm his chances of playing in 
the All-Star Game for the first time. “That's a dream, and at this point 


has developed the way it has. “It has been the media who have for 2% 
years been painting a terrible picture and downplaying my game,” he 


great player.” Rider leads the club and ranks among the top 10 in the league in 
scoring. He also is among the NBA leaders in 3-point shooting. And when it comes to 
making free throws, Rider rarely chokes. He also has proven he can hit the big shot at 
crunch time. That said, Rider has a poor shooting percentage, takes a lot of bad shots 
and rarely uses his considerable passing skills. He is capable of playing good defense, 
but picks his spots. Rider won't win one of the two starting guard spots for the 
Western Conference team chosen by the fans, so his only hope to make the squad is 
to be added by the conference's coaches. That is a long shot. His lousy reputation 
won't help, but the competition for those spots figures to be a bigger factor in his 
exclusion. ... Mike Dunleavy would like point guard Kenny Anderson to spread the ball 
around more. But if the coach makes an issue of it, will a rift ensue? ... 
Rasheed Wallace has played well lately, but he admits he still is not & 
comfortable playing small forward, a new position for him.—Kerry Eggers Jj migauge 
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in time, it’s far-fetched,” he says. Rider claims it’s not his fault his image : 


says. “But the league ... there’s no way they can avoid recognizing I'm a i 


2 = 
Despite respite, KJ isn’t OK 
Two weeks of rest didn’t help Kevin Johnson's faulty right knee, so he 
underwent arthroscopic surgery last week to remove loose cartilage. 
He's expected back in six weeks, but that doesn’t mean he'll be playing. 
g Z The most likely scenario has Johnson practicing then. He may not play 
until after the All-Star break. Considering Johnson's contract was 
extended one year last summer, paying him $8.4 million this season, his injury is 
costly. With KJ out, the front office signed Brooks Thompson. However, most of KJ's 
minutes will go to Steve Nash. With Johnson out, backcourt depth is thin. Rex 
Chapman has a nagging hamstring injury that has caused him to miss a few games. 
That has meant minutes for Cedric Ceballos, who had been lost at the end of the 
bench. ... Danny Manning. has returned to a role as sixth man after briefly moving into 
the starting lineup. Coach Danny Ainge likes Manning's energy better when he comes 
off the bench. ... George McCloud has moved into the starting lineup and provided a lift 
with his shooting, rebounding and defense. ... Ainge’s rotation is starting to take 
shape, even though KJ's return will shake it up. He likes McCloud, even though he’s 
not a great athlete. And Ainge appears convinced that Manning and Clifford Robinson 
are best suited to come off the bench. He experimented with Robinson 
as the starting center, but the team is better with John “Hot Rod” Williams, 
so Ainge has settled on him as the starter. For now.—Bob Young Te 


Garnett must master 
the weighting game 


Coach Flip Saunders has a plan for 
Kevin Garnett, who is getting pushed 
around in the post. One day, he must 
fy be able to plant and hold against the 
)) game's stronger players. “That's one 
of the biggest things (that hurt him 
during the contract negotiations in September),” 
Saunders says. “He didn’t have the opportunity to hit 
the weights. He's not as noticeably stronger as he could 
be. He's doing some of it now. He has to look at where 
Scottie Pippen was when he came into the league and 
where he was, strength-wise, two or three years later.”... 
In the early part of last season, the team established a 
real home-court advantage that other teams had to 
respect. This season, the "Wolves have seemed to relax 
when they are at home and now almost expect the 
worst. With the Nets, Clippers and Bulls heading into 
town, it won't be easy to win. The team needs to make 
a stand in its own building, It was 4-6 at home entering 
last Sunday's game. “We are not where we were: last 
year when we had that trust,” Tom Gugliotta says. 
“We've taken steps backward, quite honestly.” Guard 
Doug West has been sidelined by a recurring groin pull, 
but won't go on on the injured list. Rookie center Paul 
Grant, out with a stress fracture in his foot, 
hopes to be back by February. Forward Bill ger >, 
Curley is trying to come back from a thigh & 4 
injury. —Steve Aschburner Team gauge 
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Scoring burden falls to the front line _ 


Because the backcourt can't be expected to pick up the scoring 
slack left by Latrell Sprewell, much of the offensive burden has 
shifted to the frontcourt. Lately, Joe Smith has been asserting 
himself in a way many have not seen since his rookie season two 
years ago. He has looked to score more during fourth quarters and 
might well be the team’s go-to guy now. Erick Dampier also is 
getting more plays run his way. As a result, there is less pressure on 
Donyell Marshall to score. The front-line reserves, however, aren't faring as well as the 
starters. David Vaughn has slacked off a bit after a strong start, and Adonal Foyle and 
Todd Fuller, who were expected to contribute, remain chained to the bench. ... 
Although he remains a “screamer,” coach P.J. Carlesimo has made subile changes in 
his approach since the Sprewell incident. “He hasn't cursed:once since all this 
happened,” one player says. The player was referring to practices, a veritable 
curse-a-thon before the incident. Also, Carlesimo has been more conscious of his 
critical nature during games. Often, he has appeared to stop himself in mid-harangue 
to congratulate a player and give him encouragement. ... Backup guard Tony Delk 
clearly has shown he is unafraid to shoot and that he can score in — 
bunches. But he also has shown he is a poor defender and is not a point & 

guard, despite his size (6-1). —David Steele Te 


Another champion of 
cost control has lost control 


ed Sox CEO John Harrington is one of the most influential 
members of baseball’s power elite. He heads up several own- 
ership committees, and he was a major collaborator in 


management's ill-fated 

attempt to convince the 
Major League Baseball Players As- 
sociation to accept a salary cap. So 
what in the name of Marvin Miller 
was he thinking when he ap- 
proved the six-year, $75 million 
contract the club awarded to new 
pitching ace Pedro Martinez? 

The Red Sox organization was 
so determined to hold the line 
against spiraling salaries it allowed 
icon Roger Clemens to walk last 
winter for three years and $24.75 
million. More recently, the club 
has been involved in a lengthy— 
and sometimes bitter—contract 
dispute with 1995 American 
League MVP Mo Vaughn, who 
isn't asking for nearly as much as 
Martinez got for winning the Cy 
Young Award somewhere else. 

The Red Sox are intent on 
sending a new message to their 
faithful-but-frustrated fans, but 
they just sent a very mixed mes- 
sage to a troubled industry. 

Baseball salaries are spiraling 
upward again and another champion of cost con- 
trol has apparently lost control. White Sox owner 
Jerry Reinsdorf was the first to go from labor 
hawk to free-agent spendthrift when he signed Al- 
bert Belle to a five-year, $55 million deal last No- 
vember. Harrington has done him one better, ap- 
proving a record salary for a slight-framed young 
pitcher who had not won more than 14 games 
before his breakthrough 1997 season. 

Go figure. Martinez was still one year from free 
agency. The Red Sox could have gone to arbitra- 
tion with him and got his services for a lot less 
than $12.5 million next season. They could have 
watched him pitch in April and May, determined 
whether he would be as effective in the more of- 
fensive-oriented American League, and then put 


cashed in his Cy Young. 


another $60 million on the table. 
Martinez ran a successful bluff 
by making it known after he was 
traded to Boston that he was not 
in any hurry to sign a long-term 
deal with the Red Sox. But does 
anyone seriously believe he would 
have turned his nose up at a $60 
million extension in July? 
Obviously, the Red Sox front of- 


under pressure to sign Martinez 
because he had traded top 
pitching prospect Carl Pavano to 
acquire him and—on the same 
day—lost promising Jeff Suppan in 
the expansion draft. In turn, the 
Martinez contract has created 
pressure to re-sign Vaughn, who 
could get up to $50 million. 

Even if Vaughn settles for less, 
the Red Sox will be paying more 
than a third of their total ’98 pay- 
roll to two players and still will not 

@ be the favorite in the A_L. East. 
One thing is true: Duquette has 
gone out on an expensive limb. 


Hart and soul 


It's time to give Indians G.M. John Hart some 
kind of award. He brought the franchise out of 
the dark ages in the early 1990s, then stood firm 
last winter against the outrageous demands of Al- 
bert Belle and Kenny Lofton. 

Getting to the World Series this year was im- 
pressive enough, but Hart proved again to be a 
front-office magician by making Lofton reappear 
in Cleveland. He also signed pitcher Dwight 
Gooden and acquired righthander Ben McDon- 
ald. Cleveland will rock again in ’98. 


Peter Schmuck covers baseball for the Baltimore 
Sun. E-mail him at schmuck@sportingnews.com. 


position salary survey shows importance of the position. 
Voodoo everyday first basemen draw Catchers ($1,921,614), 
cs the highest average salary shortstops ($1,735,298) and 
economi ($3,717,579) even though there _relief pitchers ($71 7,901) were 
The Major League Baseball is a talent glut at that slot. at the bottom of the salary scale. 
Players Association released its Regular starting pitchers drew There is a logical explanation. 


1997 salary report and shot a big 
hole in one of the major tenets of 
the free-market system—that 


an average salary of $1,968,597, 
even though good pitching is in 
much higher demand. 


Baseball salaries are based 
more on service time than 
supply and demand, so the 


price is determined by supply In fact, there appears tobe an _ average salary figures to be 
and demand. inverse relationship between the _ higher at positions with less 
The union’s position-by- average salary and the turnover. 


More baseball at www.sportingnews.com/baseball AOL keyword: TSN 
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FRONT OFFICE RUMBLINGS AND LOCKER ROOM WHISPERS 


The Phillies picked an odd time to 
dismiss general manager Lee Thomas, but 
the timing could not have been better for 
replacement Ed Wade. The organization 
finally is upgrading its neglected scouting 
and player-development departments and 
the team had the fourth-best second-half 
record (44-33) in the major leagues. Maybe 
Thomas deserved better, but so do Phillies 
fans, who can’t be expected to bask in the 
glow of the club’s 1993 pennant forever. 

Explain this: The Dodgers remain one of 
the richest clubs in baseball and are soon to 
join the multibillion dollar empire of 
communications mogul Rupert Murdoch, but 
they couldn’t pull off a rumored deal for 
Marquis Grissom because they are set on 
downsizing payroll. Only — possible 
explanation: El Nino. ... Don’t be surprised 
if the Blue Jays storm out of the gate. They 
aren't getting a lot of publicity this winter, 
but they continue to build a strong 
contender. The recent signing of Mike 


DAN LOH/ AP 


LL. x , 
WADE BOGS DOWN: The new Phillies G.M. 
has his work cut out for him. 


Stanley was lost in the free-agent frenzy last 
week, but it could tum out to have an 


impact on the four-team A_L. East race. 
Chili Davis may not be the second 
coming of Mickey Mantle, but the Yankees 
got a lot better when they signed him to a 
two-year contract. He’s a power-hitting, 


switch-hitting, designated-hitting team 
leader who can put a hard edge on a good 
team. Good guy in the dugout. Good guy in 
the clubhouse. Good guy in the clutch. Note 
to the Boss: Not a good guy to push 


around. —Peter Schmuck 
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BASEBALL 


National League 


Astros 


WAIT A MINUTE: First baseman Jeff 

Bagwell disputes claims by G.M. 

Gerry Hunsicker that the team 

offered ace pitcher Darryl Kile a 

three-year, $21 million contract 
before his signing with the Rockies. “That's a lie,” 
Bagwell says. “My understanding is Darryl was offered 
$18 million for three years, with an option year with a 
$2 million buyout which would bring it to three years 
at $20 million guaranteed. Darryl didn’t want the 
option year and those things. He told them, ‘If you guys 
change it to a signing bonus of $3 million and then 
three years at six million a year, we'll sign it’ ” 


THIRD DEGREE: The club signed free agent Jack Howell 
to a two-year contract for $1.05 million, plus 
incentives. This apparently means third baseman Sean 
Berry will not be offered a contract or arbitration. 2 
Howell hit 14 homers in 174 at-bats for Anaheim and 
is expected to back up Bill Spiers at third. Spiers and 
Berry shared the position in '97. With rookie Russ 
Johnson also expected to make the team, there seems 
to be no spot for Berry ($2.2 million salary). Hunsicker 
says with the additions of Howell and another free 
agent, Dave Clark, “we have the best lefthanded-hitting 
bench in the National League.” —Alan Truex 


Cardinals 


AWAITING WORD: “Justice will prevail. 

That was Andy Benes’ assessment of 

the continuing saga involving the 

$32.5 million, five-year contract he 

and agent Scott Boras agreed to with 
the Cardinals in the early moming of December 8, some 
90 minutes after the midnight deadline for offering 
players salary arbitration. The team didn’t offer 
arbitration to Benes because it thought it had a contract 
agreement. Pending a probable turndown by baseball’s 
Executive Council, Benes wouldn't be available to the 
team until May 1, according to baseball rules. But it 
appears clear that a grievance will be filed by the Major 
League Players Association in Benes’ behalf. One baseball 
official says it would be heard before year's end. 


SO LONG, ECK: Because the team offered reliever Dennis 
Eckersley salary arbitration, it will receive a second- 
round pick in next year’s amateur draft from the Red 
Sox. ... Third baseman Gary Gaetti agreed to a 

$1 million contract which has $1.1 million in incentives. 
Manager Tony LaRussa says Gaetti will compete at third 
base with converted first baseman/outfielder John 
Mabry, who will play third base for a month in Puerto 
Rico, and David Bell. —Rick Hummel 


Diamondbacks 


4 5 excited to become the ace of the 
i A first pitching staff in team history. 
L=™ “T'm ecstatic,” he says. “I’m in a 

= position now that I never thought I'd 
be in.” Blair, who turns 32 this week, joins a rotation 
that includes Jeff Suppan, Brian Anderson and Bob 
Wolcott, who are all 25 or younger. The team needs 
Blair to show the way for its younger pitchers, 
particularly the starters. That was one of the primary 
reasons the.club felt so adamant about signing a 
veteran starter. No one in the organization wanted to 
have the unproven younger pitchers showing the way. 
In Blair, the team might not have a dominant No. 1, 
but it has someone whose work ethic appears beyond 
reproach. 


THE FALLOUT: There's talk within the team’s offices that 
pitcher Darryl Kile simply used the Diamondbacks late 
in the negotiating process to bump up the Rockies’ final 
offer. ... Third base coach Brian Butterfield, bullpen 
coach Glen Sherlock and pitching coach Mark Connor 
soon will be joined by Carlos Tosca (bench coach) and 
Dwayne Murphy (first base coach). The team still is 
looking for a hitting coach. —Pedro Gomez 
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a move designed 
to strengthen its outfield, the team 
traded reliever Chad Fox to the 
Brewers for Gerald Williams, who is 
capable of playing all three outfield 

positions. Williams, a career .247 hitter, played in a 

career-high 155 games for the Brewers last season and 

batted .253 with 10 homers and 41 RBIs.. Giving up 

Fox, 27, wasn't a difficult decision with the emergence 

of rookie relievers Mike Cather and Kerry Ligtenberg. 

Fox was 0-1 with a 3.29 ERA in 30 appearances. The 

addition of Williams, 31, strengthens a bench 

weakened by the departure of free agents Greg 

Colbrunn and Greg Myers. It also gives manager Bobby 

Cox the option of benching Ryan Klesko or Michael 

Tucker against lefthanded pitchers. Don't be surprised if 

Cox decides to platoon Klesko, who hit .198 cone 

lefthanders last season. 


LEADOFF QUESTION: The team’s interest in outfielder 
Otis Nixon never turned serious, and G.M. John 
Schuerholz continues to pursue other leadoff hitters. 
The team apparently isn't comfortable with Walt Weiss, 
Andruw Jones or Tucker in the leadoff spot. Schuerholz 
plans to negotiate with other free agents and pursue a 
trade for a pure leadoff hitter. —Bill Zack 


SHORT SHIFT: Vizcaino will be Steady in LA. 


“STAYING | ith « 
the team won't suffer a big dropoff 
at shortstop next season. But it 
probably won't be any better at the 
position, either. Vizcaino, who _* 
signed a three-year deal worth $9.5 million, might hit 
for a higher average than Greg Gagne, but he won't 
provide as much power or run production. Defensively, 
the two are about the same, The team wanted to trade 
for Mark Grudzielanek, but talks broke down after 
Montreal asked for young lefthander Dennis Reyes. 


OUTFIELD CHANGE: Otis Nixon, who provided speed and 
a spark at the top of the lineup last season, signed a 
free-agent contract with the Twins. He didn’t like the 
Dodgers' one-year, $1 million offer. With Nixon gone, 
the team probably will go with Roger Cedeno, who had 
defensive problems last season and is recuperating 
from a broken toe, in center. ... The team also will have 
to replace starter Tom Candiotti, who signed last week 
with the A’s. Candiotti was unhappy with the quick 
hook that manager Bill Russell and pitching coach Dave 
Wallace used when starters reached the 100-pitch 
plateau. The limit didn’t make a lot of sense for a 
knuckleballer like Candiotti. —Steve Springer 


ED NESSEN/TSN 


in center field erased by the 
acquisition of Marquis Grissom, the 
club is looking for help in a bullpen 
transformation. The loss of Joel 
Adamson, Bryce Florie and Ron Villone creates a void, 
but the key loss could be Mike Fetters. Upset over 
losing his closer job to Doug Jones, Fetters welcomed 
the deal that sent him to Oakland via Cleveland. Now, 
the chib needs to find a dependable reliever in front of 
Bob Wickman and Jones. Jeff Juden, who came from the 
Indians with Grissom, will get the first look, but the job 
isn’t his by any stretch. Look for Paul Wagner to 
compete for the No. 5 spot in the rotation. If he doesn’t 
win it, he could end up in middle relief. 


PLAY BALL! As it stands today, Phil Garner's regular 
lineup will include Fernando Vina at second base, 
Grissom in center, Jeromy Burmitz in right, John Jaha at 
first base, David Nilsson in left, Jeff Cirillo at third, Jose 
Valentin at short and Mike Matheny behind the plate. 
Garner likes the left-right possibilities such a lineup 
offers. ... Second baseman Mark Loretta has drawn 
interest from several clubs, but the team isn’t seeking a 
deal for him. Loretta’s low price tag and ability to play 
all four infield spots make him invaluable,—Drew Olson 


the team this offseason was to add 
power, The Cubs did that when they 
signed shortstop Jeff Blauser as a 
free agent from the Braves. But the 
acquisition of Henry Rodriguez from the Expos for 
righthander Miguel Batista was was more important 
because he is a lefthanded power hitter. Rodriguez, 
who hit .244 last season with 26 home runs and 83 
RBIs, signed a one-year contract. “We've said all along 
that we needed to improve our power and run 
production and this guy helps us,” G.M. Ed Lynch says. 
Rodriguez will hit fifth or sixth in the order, providing 
protection for Sammy Sosa. 


A REAL SHOCKER: In a stunning development, the club 
made a last-minute jump into the Blauser sweepstakes 
and, within a 24-hour period, had the free-agent 
shortstop signed. Blauser, a 1997 All-Star, hit .308 for 
the Braves with 17 homers and 70 RBIs. The signing 
marked a major reversal in policy for the Cubs, who had 
hoped to stay out of the free-agent frenzy. But with little 
or no middle infield help on the way, they didn't have a 
choice. They also were hurting for positive publicity after 
finishing last in the NL. Central in '97. —Barry Rozner 


Expos 


e team 
another hefty salary last Friday, 
trading fan favorite Henry Rodriguez 
to the Cubs for joumeyman 
righthander Miguel Batista, 26. It 

will be Batista’s third go-round with the club he ‘ 
originally signed with in 1988. GM. Jim Beattie 
considers Batista, who throws in the low- to mid-90s, 
another project who could blossom under the 
leadership of manager Felipe Alou. ... David'Segui, who 
signed with Seattle last week, had lobbied hard during 
the season to stay in Montreal—in part because he likes 
Alou. But the team decided not to offer him arbitration 
and let him become a free agent because he simply 
didn’t fit in the long-term plans. “We're pretty much set 
at first base with Brad Fullmer,” Beattie says. 


BENCH HELP: The team traded righthander Dave Veres 
to the Rockies for switch-hitting minor league 
outfielder Terry Jones, 26. Jones, who hit .270 with 

36 stolen bases at Class AAA Colorado Springs last 
season, might have a shot at being a fourth or fifth 
outfielder. That would allow FP. Santangelo to become 
more of a full-time utility player or possibly to help out 
at third base. —Jeff Blair 


their problems — 


Hershiser ($3.3 million) and the re- 

signing of Danny Darwin ($550,000), 

both to one-year contracts, is 

consistent with general manager 
Brian Sabean’s approach of opting for relatively © 
inexpensive veterans over big-money free agents. 
Barring a trade or another signing, the rotation will 
consist of Shawn Estes, Kirk Rueter, Mark Gardner, 
Hershiser and either Darwin, Pat Rapp, Julian Tavarez or 
Osvaldo Fernandez. 


HOT WINTER: Three players are enhancing their chances 
of winning jobs with excellent performances in winter 
ball. John Johnstone, who could become the 
righthanded setup man, was 1-0 with a 0.67 ERA and 
15 saves in 21 games in Mexico. Lefthander Ricky 
Pickett, a throw-in in the Deion Sanders trade with the 
Reds two years ago, was 1-1 with a 0.86 ERA in 20 
games in Puerto Rico. He could win a spot in the 
bullpen. Wilson Delgado, who will vie for the starting 
shortstop job with Rich Aurilia, was hitting .342 in 17 
games in the Dominican Republic, “Delgado has been a 
pleasant surprise,” Sabean says. “He's got all the tools, 
he can play the game, he's above average. He’s going 
to give Aurilia fits.”—Henry Schulman 


TRYING TO TRADE: The team raised 

the stakes on the 1998 season when 

it offered Class AAA prospects 

Rafael Medina and Derrek Lee for 

Marlins ace Kevin Brown. With a 
player payroll already projected at a franchise-high $40 
million, the club would be betting heavily with Brown, 
who is to get $4.8 million in ’98 and will be a free 
agent after the season. The club continued to insist it 
won't deal Matt Clement, its top pitching prospect, even 
though the Marlins asked for Clement more than once 
to cinch the deal. Talks stalled last week. ... Clement, 
23, is coming off a breakthrough season. After 
completing 27 straight scoreless innings in Class A, 
he became the ace of Class AA Mobile, going 6-5 with 
a 2.56 ERA and 92 strikeouts in 88 innings. 


SOLID STARTER: The team offered pitcher Pete-Smith 
arbitration and expects to re-sign the veteran 
righthander, whose 3.96 ERA as a starter was the best 
among the 11 Padres who started last season. ... 
Though the club imported catcher Greg Myers from the 
Braves for about $1 million more in guaranteed 
money, catcher Carlos Hernandez, who is playing in his 
native Venezuela, says he is confident he can force the 
team to play him often next season. —Tom Krasovic 


organization by financial 

constraints? The club did not offer 

Kevin Elster arbitration, fearing that 

he'd find the market lacking and 
come back for a salary around $2 million. By not 
offering arbitration, the club forfeited its right to two 
prime amateur draft picks from the team that signed 
Elster, who was a Type A free agent. Despite a 
commitment to building via player development and 
scouting, the organization was wary of taking on more 
draft choices, given the signing bonuses that first-round 
choices are commanding these days. Either way, the 
club was looking at a possible outlay of $2 million, and 
that wasn't going to happen. Elster signed with the 
Rangers, and the Pirates got nothing. And because 
Elster broke his wrist in mid-May, the team got about 
six weeks of service for the $1.3 million it spent on him 
last season. 


CALCULATED RISK: Jon Lieber has a new two-year 
contract worth $3.5 million, and he has taken note of 
G.M. Cam Bonifay’s lament that the starting staff lacks a 
go-to guy. “I want to be that horse,” Lieber says. The 
commitment to Lieber comes as a mild surprise, given 
the mixed results he’s had in his career. —John Mehno 


PAYROLL PAIN: The team actively is 
trying to trade pitchers Kevin Brown 
($4.9 million next season), Al Leiter 
($3 million) and Dennis Cook 
($850,000). The Padres have 
offered minor league pitcher Rafael Medina and first 
baseman Derrek Lee for Brown. The team spent last 
week shopping that offer in the hopes of doing better. 
..The team almost had a deal with the Mets for Jason 
Isringhausen and prospects, but Isringhausen’s injured 
Tight elbow appears to have scuttled it ... Privately, the 
Marlins believe they won't be able to trade Gary ; 
Sheffield or third baseman Bobby Bonilla before the 
start of the season. Those tWo will make $15.9 million 
next season, and Charles Johnson's expected arbitration 
award could push the payroll close to $20 million for 
just those three players. The team had hoped to be in 
the $20 million range overall. 


COACHING CAROUSEL: The team added Class A Brevard 
County manager Lorenzo Bundy to the major league 
staff as Jim Leyland’s outfield and baserunning coach. 
Bundy replaces former bench coach Jerry Manuel, who 
left to become manager of the White Sox. Five former 
Leyland coaches currently hold managerial jobs in the 
majors, —Dan Graziano 


fie 


GOODBYE, GOODWIN: A rocky tenure ends. 


hasn't given up hope of signing its 
free agents. First baseman Hal Morris 
and catcher Joe Oliver were allowed 
to enter the market without being 
offered arbitration, as expected, but arbitration was 
offered to outfielder Deion Sanders and pitchers Kent 
Mercker, Mike Morgan and Jose Rijo. But don’t read 
much into this. The team extended the offers knowing 
none of the players would accept. But now it can at 
least continue negotiations with them. Mercker might 
be the most important of the group, considering how 
lacking the team is in quality starters. The lefthander 
was 8-11 with a 3.92 ERA in 1997, but the team 
averaged only 3.1 runs per game in his 25 starts. 


GOODBYE, GOODWIN: Pitcher Mark Hutton was obtained 
from Colorado for outfielder Curtis Goodwin, marking 
the end for the player who began last season as 
starting center fielder and finished it in the minor 
leagues after his clubhouse tirade against manager 
Jack McKeon and G. M. Jim Bowden. Hutton is 9-6 with 
a 4.48 ERA over four seasons with three teams, but 16 
of his 74 appearances during that time were starts. 
That makes him one of the most experienced 
contenders for the rotation. —Mike Bass 


Hundley, who is 2 months removed 

from elbow surgery, says he hopes 

to begin light throwing in late 

February or early March. But he * 
also says he probably won't play before the All-Star 
break. Until Hundley begins throwing, he is restricted 
to exercises for his forearms and is prohibited from 
swinging a bat. General manager Steve Phillips and 
manager Bobby Valentine are moving forward as if 
Hundley will be unavailable for the season. 


BROWN AND OUT:The team thought last week that it 
was in position to acquire Kevin Brown, but the Marlins 
pulled away from the deal with questions about Jason 
Isringhausen, who has had three operations on his 
pitching arm ahd eventually might need reconstructive 
surgery on his elbow. ... The Mets acquired lefthanded- 
hitting Rich Becker from the Twins for right fielder Alex 
Ochoa, a major disappointment in his first full season. 
Becker, who is likely to share center field with Brian 
McRae in '98, hit .264 in 132 games last season with 
10 home runs, 45 RBIs and 17 stolen bases. One 
statistic that bears watching: Becker's strikeouts. He 
struck out 130 times in '97, The addition of Becker 
could mean Carl Everett is history. —Marty Noble 


Phillies 


e 
the 9'4-year tenure of general 
manager Lee Thomas and promoted 
assistant general manager Ed Wade 
to “acting G.M.” for at least one 
season. Wade's performance will be analyzed by new 
team president David Montgomery, and he will be a 
candidate for the full-time position after the 1998 
season. Wade says Montgomery informed him that he 
will be talking to executives around the league. Among 
those certain to be contacted are assistant general 
managers Dan O'Dowd of the Indians and Kevin Malone 
of the Orioles. Wade, 41, a bright and analytical former 
public relations director with the Pirates, has two 
immediate concerns: First, signing first-round pick J.D. 
Drew, a center fielder, before he opts to go back into 
the draft; and second, deciding what to do with center 
fielder Lenny Dykstra, who is hellbent on a 1998 
comeback. Drew, who went to Florida State, is THE 
Sportinc News’ College Player of the Year. 


THE LENNY LOWDOWN: Dykstra took batting practice for 
Wade and manager Terry Francona. “He showed a lot of 
bat speed,” Wade says. “We'd like to see a lot of him 
for the six or seven weeks of spring training to see if he 
can be productive.” —Chris Edwards 


FOR BETTER OR WORSE? Another 
extra outfielder, another arm in the 
bullpen and maybe another bat off 
the bench. That’s what the rest of 
the offseason will bring: In other 
words, nobody who should have to make a major 
difference. So that begs the question, is this a better 
team than the one that finished last season 83-79? 
General manager Bob Gebhard emphatically says yes. 
“Offensively, defensively and pitching-wise. I think 
we've improved considerably,” Gebhard says. “Plus 
we're younger. We're much better than the team that 
started last season.” 


FILLING OUT THE ROSTER: Everyone was all smiles, as 
the team finally convinced a top-flight free-agent 
pitcher to sign. And who's afraid to pitch in Coors 
Field, anyway? Not Darryl Kile. “One of the hardest 
parts of pitching in Coors Field is the Rockies’ lineup,” 
Kile says. ... Two more pieces of the roster were added 
last week, outfielder Curtis Goodwin and righthanded 
reliever Dave Veres. The players were obtained in 
separate trades—Goodwin from Cincinnati for 
righthander Mark Hutton, and Veres from Montreal with 
a player to be named for minor league outfielder Terry 
Jones and a player to be named. —Tony DeMarco 
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THE PERFECT RECORD: fifth year as the 
Angels’ G.M., and he has yet to lose an arbitration case. There is a 
good reason for this: Bavasi has never had an arbitration case. 
When Luis Alicea, Jack Howell, Mark Langston, Rickey Henderson 
and Chad Kreuter were not offered arbitration, it onceagain 
emphasized the team’s aversion to the process. Since Bavasi has been G.M., the team 
either has come to terms with players before scheduled arbitration hearings or has 
not tendered contracts to arbitration-eligible players. “I hate the whole process,” 
Bavasi says. “We're not going to expose ourselves to arbitration and let a volatile 
market set our budget for us.” 


DOWN ON THE FARM: Troy Glaus played shortstop at UCLA, but his quickest route to 
the major leagues will be at third base. Scouts were impressed with his power when 
he played in the instructional league during the month of October. However, Glaus 
struggled with some breaking pitches in Venezuela this winter. ... Six of the team’s 
eight projected starters for 1998 are home-grown products, so the franchise has had 
tremendous success drafting and grooming players this decade. But Glaus and Norm 
Hutchins may be the only position players with can't-miss tags, and the organization is 
extremely thin at catcher. —Mike DiGiovanna 


e Oakland pitching staff was considerably 
upgraded with the trade for reliever Mike Fetters and the free-agent 
signing of knuckleball specialist Tom Candiotti. Fetters, who came 
from Milwaukee via Cleveland for pitcher Steve Karsay, will gea 
chance to become the A’s closer. Candiotti, 40, will join a rotation 

that also includes Kenny Rogers. Candiotti was 10-7 for the Dodgers last year and 

attracted interest from several clubs, including the cross-bay Giants. So why did he 
sign with the worst baseball team in the area? “I think one of the reasons I became so 
interested in the A’s was the phone calls I received from (manager) Art Howe and 

(general manager) Billy Beane,” Candiotti says. “They expressed how much they 

wanted me on the team and how much I fit intwith the organization.” Candiotti and. 

Rogers give the A’s rotation a more veteran look than it had a year ago. They might 

not be All-Stars, but they are legitimate big league pitchers. That could not be said for 

the 1997 rotation. 


NO RELIEF: Candiotti pitched out of the bullpen for a time last year and was effective. 
However, he didn’t care for it. “I didn’t like the bullpen at all,” he says. “The longer I 
sat the more I wanted to get out there. I wouldn't mind doing (relief work) in an 
emergency or even between starts occasionally.” —David Bush 


LIFE WITHOUT MOLI 
struck out on the Paul Molitor 
sweepstakes. He turned down an 
offer to become player/manager, 
then made an 11th-hour decision to 
re-sign with the Twins. “Molly” says he followed his 
heart by staying home. Had he signed with the Jays, 
the talk-show lines would have been jammed by fans 
baying for him to replace rookie manager Tim 
Johnson, his former Milwaukee teammate, if the team 
got off to a slow start. With or without intent, Molitor 
would have loomed in the dugout shadows as the 
manager-in-waiting. ... The team said goodbye to Joe 
Carter, who always will be remembered for his 1993 
World Series-winning homer off Mitch Williams. 
However, he turned sour and distant in the clubhouse 
last season, and G.M. Gord Ash wants a happy 
atmosphere. Former hitting coach Willie Upshaw 
believes Carter went overboard in his offseason weight 
training, accounting for his relatively low production 
(234, 21 homers, 102 RBIs). 


THE RUBBER-ARMED MAN: Toward the end of the '97 
season, the front office approached rubber-armed 
reliever Paul Quantrill (77 games, 1.94 ERA) about a 
contract extension, then mysteriously turned silent on 
the issue. Evidently this had something to do with the 
expansion draft strategy. Quantrill, however, recently 
signed a two-year deal. —Tom Maloney 


the team and Kenny Lofton parted 
company on less than friendly 
terms. Now that Lofton has 

$ returned, after signing a $24 
million, three-year contract with a club option for 
2001, everyone is happy. Lofton, considered the best 
leadoff man in baseball, will replace Marquis Grissom in 
the No. 1 slot. He batted .316 and stole 325 bases in 
his five years with the Indians and won four straight 
Gold Gloves. Grissom, acquired with David Justice in 
the trade with the Braves, struggled as the leadoff man 
last season. He batted .249 in 85 games in the No. 1 
slot in the order and was moved out of that spot twice. 


HELLO, GOODBYE? Third baseman Travis Fryman, 
acquired from the Diamondbacks for Matt Williams, 
might not be an Indian for long. G.M. John Hart 
reportedly is shopping Fryman to several teams. One 
report had the team trading Fryman to the Red Sox for 
second baseman John Valentin and then signing free 
agent third baseman Dean Palmer. The Yankees also 
have an interest in Fryman. ... Ben McDonald and 
Dwight Gooden, who'signed as a free agent, will join 
Charles Nagy, Jaret Wright and Chad Ogea in the 
rotation. Acquiring both is a gamble. McDonald had 
arthroscopic surgery for a partial tear in his right 
rotator cuff in July, and Gooden missed time in April 
and May because of a hernia operation. —Steve Herrick 
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hitting first baseman Paul Sorrento to 
the Devil Rays via free agency, the 
team used the same avenue to 
replace the slugger, signing switch- 
hitting David Segui to a two-year contract. Segui, 31, 
gives the club an everyday first baseman who batted 
.307 with 21 home runs and 68 RBIs for the Expos 
last season. “He is a good player, a switch hitter with 
good defensive ability,” manager Lou Piniella says. “We 
need more contact hitting, and that is what this man 
does.” ... Piniella says finding a backup infielder is one 
of the remaining offseason priorities. The team, which 
lost middle infielder Andy Sheets in the expansion draft, 
has discussed a deal with Billy Ripken, who was offered 
salary arbitration by the Rangers. Payroll constraints 
probably will force the team to sign a lesser-known 
middle infielder. 


SPOLJARIC AND SPLITTERS: Lefthander Paul Spoljaric 
will get a shot at earning a spot in the rotation. “He is a 
big, strong kid with a good arm and nice, fluid 
delivery,” Piniella says. Spoljaric began his career with 
the Blue Jays as a starter but was moved to the bullpen 
in 1996. ... Piniella wants reliever Mike Timlin to work 
on an off-speed pitch, possibly a splitter. .. Catcher Rick 
Wilkins was offered salary arbitration and will battle 
holdover John Marzano, who was signed to a minor 
league contract, for the backup role. —Jim Street 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


already is enjoying a home-field 
advantage, signing four free agents 
who live in the Tampa Bay area, 
Wilson Alvarez, Wade Boggs, Dave 
Martinez and Paul Sorrento all say the opportunity to 
live at home was a key factor in their decisions to join 
the expansion team. Martinez and the others say they 
made the choice for more than convenience, however. 
“Because I'm from here, the excitement and the thrill 
of starting something from the ground up attracted 
me,” Martinez says. “I love working with younger 
players and guys who want to go out there and play to 
win. I think from what (G.M.) Chuck (LaMar) and Vince 
(Naimoli, managing general partner) have done over 
the past year, and especially since the expansion draft, I 
think they want to win.” 


LINING UP: Boggs, 39, will be the starting third 
baseman. He needs 200 hits to reach 3,000. ... Harvey 
Dorfman was hired as an instructor/counselor to help 
players maximize performance. ... Tickets to opening 
day were gone in 30 minutes as the team sold more 
than 100,000 tickets on the first day of individual 
game sales. Coupled with season ticket sales of 23,000, 
the team already is over the 2 million mark. ... The 
team lost its first three picks in the June 1998 draft 
with the signings of Alvarez, Roberto Hernandez and 
Martinez. —Mare Topkin 


sigh of relief when outfielder Brady 
Anderson signed a five-year contract 
last week, but the big-money signing 
by owner Peter Angelos could be the 
catalyst for a big jump in ticket prices. Angelos never 
shies away from spending, but he always insists that 
the club break even to protect the investment of his 
co-owners. Cal Ripken, Mike Mussina and Anderson 
now account for about one-third of the club’s 

$60 million-plus payroll, and Angelos probably will pass 
along the cost to the fans. ... The club has upgraded its 
pitching, so the cost of doing business goes even higher, 
Manager Ray Miller opted for Doug Drabek io fill a 
rotation spot. Drabek, who signed a one-year, 

$1.8 million deal, was the ace of the early--90s Pirates 
staff that Miller coached under Jim Leyland. 


WHO'S THE DH? The team came up short in its pursuit 
of DH Paul Molitor, so salary arbitration was offered to 
Harold Baines. The team also signed free agent Joe 
Carter for one year ($3.3 million) to bat from the right 
side. The acquisition of Carter allows the Orioles to 
pass on Geronimo Berroa, who figured to get more 
money in salary arbitration. ... Armando Benitez and 
Arthur Rhodes might work as a closer tandem in 1998. 
Benitez is coming off a terrible effort in the ALL. 
Championship Series, and the promotion of Rhodes 
would weaken the middle relief: Peter Schmuck 


jortstop , THE SporTING News’ A.L. 
Comeback Player of the Year when he played with the Rangers in 
1996, is returning, Elster, 33, signed a one-year contract last week, 
one year after bolting to the Pirates. “We made a mistake,” 
manager Johnny Oates says of letting Elster get away. “We gave 
Benji Gil a chance. It didn’t work out. It’s nice to have a guy like Kevin back because 
he will be a good influence on (third baseman) Fernando Tatis and everybody in the 
clubhouse. Everybody knows how I feel about making the routine play. Kevin did just 
a fantastic job for us.” ... Free-agent lefthander Scott Bailes was offered arbitration but 
quickly agreed to a one-year contract. 


BENCH HELP: With available pitching not to its liking, the team has decided to invest 
in its bench. Outfielder Roberto Kelly signed a two-year deal and infielder Luis Alicea 
agreed to a two-year contract. Although the bench held up through an injury-riddled ' 
1997 season, Kelly and Alicea should offer quality depth. ... Righthander Bobby Witt, 
offered arbitration, calls the move “surprising” but also says it “represents a chance at 
staying.” If Witt doesn’t return and the team can't strike a trade for a pitcher, the '98 
rotation would consist of righthanders John Burkett, Aaron Sele and Rick Helling and 
lefthanders Darren Oliver and Matt Perisho. —Kevin Lonnquist. 


NEED A BAT: The club's current 
challenge is finding a designated 
hitter to replace Chili Davis, who 
signed with the Yankees last week. It 
was interested in Joe Carter, who 
wasn't offered arbitration by the Blue Jays, but signed a 
one year, $3.3 million contract with the Orioles. If the 
season started today, the lineup might look like this: 
Jose Offerman leading off and playing second base; 
Johnny Damon, center field; Jeff Conine, left field; and 
Jeff King, first base, batting cleanup. The next five spots 
could be filled by right fielder Jermaine Dye or the DH, 
depending on who fills that role, batting fifth and sixth; 
Mike Sweeney, catcher; Jed Hansen, third base 
(assuming Dean Palmer really doesn’t want to come 
back); and rookie Felix Martinez, shortstop. ... A year 
ago, G.M. Herk Robinson made three acquisitions that 
seemed risky but turned out well for the club. Jay Bell, 
Davis and King all had great years offensively, but the 
club still finished last in the A.L. Central. This year’s 
free-agent hopefuls will be Conine and the new DH. 


RETURN TO THE FOLD: The bullpen will have one of its 
top guns returning. Hipolito Pichardo signed a two-year 
deal that keeps most of the productive relievers from 
‘97 together. Pichardo, who tested the free-agent 
market in hopes of getting a chance to become a 
starter, probably will remain a setup man for Jeff 
Montgomery. —Luciana Chavez 


Twins 


Molitor put a positive spin on the 
club’s precarious future. Molitor 
signed a one-year, $4.15 million contract, and the deal 


SWINGING OUT: Davis is leaving Kansas City. 


White Sox 


free-agent catchers Charlie O'Brien 
and Chad Kreuter. Neither is a long- 
term solution, but the club needs to bridge the gap 


from tiny Fenway Park in recent years. During negotiations with 
star players, management has moaned about its inability to 
compete with big-market teams. After handing pitcher Pedro 

a Martinez a reported six-year, $75 million contract, though, the 
argument won't wash. Previously, salary talks with Mo Vaughn and John Valentin had 
sputtered because the team cried poor. Valentin was even placed on the trading block 
and Vaughn was asked to take a “hometown discount” because of his love for the 
community. The reasoning: The team couldn't afford to pay Vaughn what he would 
command on the open market. Now there is no way the club can maintain its 
position—with a straight face, anyway—and the Vaughn negotiations figure to become 
intense. Look for the team to sign him, possibly for three or four years. For Vaughn, 
the length of the contract seems as important as the dollars. 


EXPENDABLE: In an attempt to clear away some salary, the team might unload Reggie 
Jefferson and Steve Avery. And if Valentin goes, further money would be available. ... 
The team is showing interest in free-agent third baseman Dean Palmer, who spent the 
1997 season with the Rangers and Royals. Palmer, who hit 23 home runs and drove 
in 86 runs in,’97, would be a good fit at Fenway. —Paul Doyle 


if signing 
of free-agent outfielder Luis 
Gonzalez, who'll start in left, Bobby 
Higginson will move to right. 
Gonzalez provides a rare type of 
hitter for the team: He makes contact. In each of the 
last two seasons, Gonzalez has walked more than he 
has struck out. The team hasn’t had a full-time player 
walk more than strike out in the last four years. 
Gonzalez, who bats lefthanded, has never been much 
of a home run hitter. The most he’s hit in a season is 
15. But he hasn't had such an easy target to aim at as 
the right-field seats at Tiger Stadium. “That won't 
change me,” Gonzalez says. “I’m a line-drive hitter 
going from gap to gap, and I plan to stay that way.” 
Gonzalez hit cleanup for much of the 1997 season 
with the Astros, but he’s not about to knock Tony Clark 
out of that spot. Nor would he want to. He’s never 
been suited to hit cleanup. Hitting sixth is more likely. 


MONEY TO SPEND: After shedding Travis Fryman’s 
contract and failing to retain starting pitcher Willie Blair, 
the team dipped deep enough to bolster its rotation by 
signing righthander Frank Castillo to a one-year 
contract. Castillo, 28, was 12-12 with a 5.42 ERA last 
season for the Cubs and Rockies. But he was 10-5 over 
his last 20 starts. To make room on the roster, the team 
designated righthander Fernando Hernandez for 
assignment. —Tom Gage 


ED NESSEN/ TSN 


AA GOOD MOVE: After saying no to FULL PLATE: After losing Jorge 
Toronto and Baltimore and yes to Fabregas to the Diamondbacks in of designated hitter Chili Davis, who 
the Twins, free-agent signee Paul the expansion draft, the team signed batted .279 with 30 home runs and 


90 RBIs last season for the Royals, 
# will strengthen the middle of the 
batting order considerably. With Bernie Williams, Tino 


apparently was a welcome sign to other free agents 
negotiating with the Twins. A few days after Molitor 
was signed, center fielder Otis Nixon agreed to a one- 
year deal with a club option for 1999. Nixon provides 
speed—three consecutive seasons with 50 or more 
steals—as well as solid defense. ... The team also 
acquired outfielder Alex Ochoa from the Mets for Rich 
Becker, who was eligible for arbitration. Ochoa, a hot 
prospect a couple of years ago, hit a disappointing’ .244 
in 113 games last season. 


KNOBLAUCH NEWS: Signing Nixon could signal a move 
for Chuck Knoblauch. The Twins and Yankees have 
discussed a trade that would bring pitcher Ramiro 
Mendoza and two minor leaguers, pitcher Eric Milton 
and outfielder Ricky Ledee, to Minnesota. Knoblauch 
also could go to Cleveland for pitcher Bartolo Colon, 
first base prospect Sean Casey and infielder Enrique 
Wilson. Other names mentioned in that rumor are 
Indians outfielder Brian Giles and first baseman Richie 
Sexson. ... The club signed catcher Chris Turner and 

. infielder Esteban Beltre to minor league contracts. Both 
have big-league experience. —John Millea 


before youngsters Mark Johnson and Josh Paul are 
ready. O'Brien, who spent the last two seasons with the 
Blue Jays, enters spring training as the team’s No. 1 
catching option despite his mediocre offensive skills. 
Kreuter thought he had found a home with the team 
last season, but he was dealt to the Angels on May 18. 
“I never wanted to leave,” he says. To make room on 
the 40-man roster for O'Brien, 36, and Kreuter, 33, 
relief pitchers Al Levine and Larry Thomas were 
designated for assignment. 


HOT CORNER COACH: Wallace Johnson, primarily a pinch 
hitter during a nine-year stint in the major leagues 
from 1981-90, will be the team’s third base coach in 
1998. “He's very aggressive-minded,” new manager 
Jerry Manuel says. Johnson, who is a close friend of 
Manuel’s, was the third base coach for Atlanta's Class 
A Macon team last season. He takes over for Doug 
Rader, who resigned shortly after the 1997 season 
ended. The rest of last season’s coaching staff, which 
includes pitching coach Mike Pazik, hitting coach Ron 
Jackson and bench coach Joe Nossek, will return for 
the 1998 campaign. —Scot Gregor 


Martinez and Paul O'Neill already in the fold, up-the- 
middle offense should be one of the franchise's biggest 
strengths. Davis, who signed a two-year, $9.8 million 
free-agent contract, is the club's first impact signee of 
the offseason. 


PIECE OF THE ROCK: It appears the front office is 
seriously considering re-signing veteran outfielder Tim 
Raines, The team surprised many observers by offering 
him arbitration after it had declined to exercise his 
$2 million option following last season. If the switch- 
hitting Raines, 38, does return for the 1998 season, 
the opportunities for outfield prospect Ricky Ledee, a 
lanky lefthanded hitter who figures to have a big 
future, will be diminished. Ledee’s name has come up 
in trade talks involving Mariners lefthander Randy 
Johnson, but it’s beginning to look like Johnson will not 
be traded. ... The team also has shown interest in 
Marlins ace Kevin Brown, triggered perhaps by reports 
that the Mets are trying to deal for the talented 
,righthander. The Yankees’ interest could increase 
dramatically if the front office gets a sense the Mets are 
getting close to a trade. —Jon Heyman 
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million sports enthusiasts each week with an ad in THE SPORTS MARKETPLACE. : 
Ad deadlines are Tuesdays 5:00 PM EST, eight (8) days prior to on sale date. Call Judy Glock or Jon Neschis today for advertising information or to place your ad: 


Call (800) 445-2714 or (212) 779-5448 Fax (212) 779-5568 
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ili Bucs 


YE 
V4 J 3217 scot. nests 
www.tkaelectronics.com 
# Friendy Service. 
X¥ 30 Day trial period. X 
¥# 13 Month Warranty. 


DESCRAMBLERS 


FOR A FREE CATALOG OR TO PLACE YOUR ORDER CALL: 


Dealers| 
Welcome, 


| Day Money Back Guarantee | 
, CallUs Last! | 
I beat any price | 
I Epptleeries wxssn | 
| 1-800-842-9670 | 
httplwww.cdelectronics.comicd 
i St 
DID YOU KNOW.... shat Lew Worsham 
won the World Championship of Golf 
tournament in 1953 by sinking a 140-yard 
approach shot on the 18th hole of the final 
round? 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 

FREE 1 YEAR WARRANTY 

* Quality Equipment * Free 30 Day Trial Period 
* Never Rent Again and Save $100s 

* Equipment Set-Up Tech Line * All Major Brands 

* Quantity Discounts * UPS * FedEx *COD 


= PC ELECTRONICS 1-800-675-7125, 


CABLE T.V. DESCRAMBLERS 
Best Prices & Friendliest Service 
“Special Dealer Pricing” 


Two-Piece Combo $99 


(Minimum quantity: 10 lot) 
30-Day Free Trial » 1 Year Warranty 
GLAMORE ELECTRONICS 
1-800-665-1687 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS 
Save $100’s 


@ All makes and models 


FREE 
|ATALOG: 
@ Years of customers complete satisfaction 


@ Quality Equipment 


@ Shipped within 24 hrs. 


ir. oe =] om 1) | (era Lem 
1-800-542-9425 


Purchaser must, agree to comply with all State and Federal laws regarding private 
‘ownership of cable TV equipment. No Time Warner / Paragon area sales 


CABLE T.V. 
DESCRAMBLERS 
AND TEST 
CHIPS 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee, 


1-year warranty. 
No FL Sales 


== 
VISA 
ae 


CHIPSMART. wc. 
1-800-208-2638 


‘htip’wahoo.netrunnernevchipsmit 


DID YOU KNOW.... thar Bill 
|Showmaker rode 8,833 winners in 
his legendary horse racing career? 


C&G Electronics 


CABL XES 


OWN YOUR OWN! 
CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 
FOR ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-800-8078 


IP-TV 
Link your TV-Descrambler-Computer 
into one system. Experience the} 
possiblilities of surfing the NET using 
your cable box remote. Financing 
available. FREE cable TV decoder, 
included with every purchase. 


800-835-2330 


Anyone implying thelt of service wil be denied purchase. 


fo7 N15 = a 
%* CONVERTERS & ACCESSORIES 
* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
* LOWEST PRICES 
* FREE CATALOG 
* IMMEDIATE SHIPPING 


PROFORMANCE ELECTRONICS 
233 N. 48th, Ste. MBE, Lincoln, NE 68504 


1-800-815-1512 


ACROSS © 1997 Steve Ollove 
1 First call of the game 
6 QB who set Irish record for 
TD tosses 
11 Amold Palmer 
12 Soccer's Lalas 


DOWN 

1 Polynesian plant 

2 Cobo or Continental 

3 Old nickname for Stanford 
4 Abner's size? 

5 Ranked in a tourney 


13 Cincinnati squad of the ‘50s 
15 Pitchers’ pals 


6 Goalie’s gear 
7 AAAlge. 


16 Naval intelligence org. 

17 Team with five straight Final 
Four appearances 

19 First score on the board 


8 Conference USA division 

9 1969 expansion team 

10 Career reception leader 
for Atlanta 


20 City in Germany | 14 Strong arm 

22 ABA word (abbr.) | 18 “Curly” Lambeau 

24 Close decision | 21 Defeat 

25 Monitor abbr. | 23 ESPN boxing expert 

26 Assist Charley 

28 Witch city 24 25 126 27 25 Quintana & Santana 

30 Philadelphia team 26 Trees at Hialeah 

31 Team's best 28 29 27 Colorado ski resort 

33 vee oa | 28 Grabbed some pine 

ecords 7 29 Tom in the Baltimore 

37 '96 Olympics host 30 |31 32 33 |34 backfield with Unitas 

39 Shaft stuff 32 Chatter 

41 Steve set world mark at 35 36 34. Syracuse NBA squad 
1,500 meters 36 Sault —— Marie 

42 Keeper 37 38 38 Money in Macao 

43 Dude's discomfort 40 AAA Ige. 


Answers found on page 93. 
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CABLE TV, DESCRAMBLERS, 
CONVERTERS 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS, LOW 
LOW PRICES, 30-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEED 
CALL NOW 888-898-3284 
SKYLAB SALES, INC. 


VIDEO 
Baseball Videos & Books 


for our complete listing, call toll-free: 
1-888-2-Hitter 
frren 
: ball 


+ Check out our web site: 


wows.baseballdirect. com 


REAL ESTATE 


GOV’T FORECLOSED 
homes for pennies on $1, 
Delinquent Tax, Repo’s, 
REO's. Your Area. Toll Free 
(1) 800-898-9778 Ext. H-4225 
for current listings. 


$40,000/YR INCOME 
potential... 
Home typists/PC users. 
Toll Free 
(1) 800-898-9778 
Ext. T-4225 for listings. 


$35,000/yr. INCOME 
potential. Reading 
books. Toll Free 
(1) 800-898-9778 
Ext. R-4225 for details. 


CAMPS & SCHOOLS 


WENDELSTEDT 


Jan. 2, 1998 — Feb. 7, 1998 
9 MAJOR LEAGUE UMPIRES ON 
STAFF FULL TIME. 112 FORMER 
STUDENTS ASSIGNED TO 
1986-96 WORLD SERIES, PLAY- 
OFFS AND ALL-STAR GAMES. 
CALL $04-672-4879 or WRITE. 
National Lg. Umpire 
Harry Wendelstedt 


Mata Lage 88 So. St. Andrews Drive 
Harry Weadelsieat Ormond Beach, FL32174 


FREE 
BROCHURE! SS 


BAStHAIT SCHOOL 
DEFI.SN MILLER, MO 63707 


1-800-999-8369, == a 


SPRING ¢ Florida + March-April ¢ Ages 13-20 
SUMMER ¢ Missouri ¢ May-August ¢ Ages 8-19 

6 Sessions - Play 15-20 games on lighted professionally 
roomed fieics. 4 lighted batting cages. Improve your 
Skils with veteren instructors end games each night. 
WINTER ¢ Florida and Arizona + December 

‘Ages 14-20 Dec. 15-23 5 26-314 Ages B13 Dec. 2631 (AZ cy 


GUIDE FOR SHOPPERS, 
CIGARS & GIFTS 


Fine quality, hand-rolled cigars of imported 
tobacoos. Pre-game, post-game, anytime. 
Cigar, coffee, & food gift sets—perfect for 
family, friends, & corporate gifts. 
www.yborflayor.com 
Toll-free 1-888-399-9267 


SPORTS CORNER 
YEAR END SPECIALS 
96 AUTHENTIC NFL JERSEYS $89.99 
97 AUTHENTIC NFL JERSEYS $124.99 
NCAA FOOTBALL JERSEYS $20.00 
NCAA BASKETBALL JERSEYS & SHORTS $30.00 
PRICES GOOD ON IN STOCK JERSEYS ONLY. 
LIMITED QUANITIES & SIZES AVAILABLE 
1-888-288-1101 VISA & M.C. ACCEPTED. 


Star Struck 


For orders or a FREE 64-page catalog 
Call 800-908-4637 


SD 
vaww.starstruck.com 


Minor Leagues, Major Dreams 
IHL/AHL Hockey Jerseys 
Over 600 items from MLB Affiliated 
Minor Leagues, HI, AZ, TX/LA 
Fitted/Adj. Caps & Outerwear 
Write for FREE Catalog to: 
P.O. Box 6098 Anaheim, CA 92816 
www.minorleagues.com 
Order Call: 800-345-2421 Fax: 714-939-0655 


Trivia Test 
What distinction is shared by 


Billy Smith, Ron Hextall, Chris 
Osgood and Martin Brodeur? 
Look for the answer in next 


week's TSN issue. The answer 


will appear in The Sports 
‘Marketplace section. 


USINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Sportslitte | 
ENTERPRISES 

Own your own business. Selling 
sports equipment, pro and college 


apparel, trading cards, trophies, uni- 
forms and much more... 


Free info packet 


(800) 909-5433 


TRADING CARDS 


AUTOS FOR SALE 


SEIZED CARS from $175. 
Porsches, Cadillacs, Chevys, 
BMW's, Corvettes. Also 
Jeeps, 4WD's. Your Area. 
Toll Free 1-800-898-9778 
Ext, A-4225 for current listings. 


Personalized Trading Cards 
16 fully laminated cards designed 
from your photos. Available in 
Standard or Fleer/Skybox® ™ 
formats for $24.95 + $4.75 S/H. 
Order today, use anytime! 
1-888-899-8066 Visa/MC 
Three Miles Enterprise, Inc. 
An Ind. AmeraPress Distributor 


The hitting too! that 
players and coaches 


since 1988. 
-Factory Direct 


Call Toll-Free Today! 


Trivia rere 


Answer to 12/8/97 
trivia’s question: 


The Orange Cr 
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have been raving about 


ad 
1-800-886-2554 


tarting at 3129.99 3-PW 
(includes Shipping) 
|CUSTOM MADE CLONES OF ALL 
CURRENT PRO LINE CLUBS: 
>) SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 
. WARRANTY 


EQUIPMENT 


BATTING TUTOR 

Backyard Pitching Machine 
q © Fastballs & curves 
as © No cage required 

F = © Automatic ball feed 


Me) 1-800-448-8867 


is for FREE brochure 


wiww.sportstutor.com 


"SOLOHITTER is the best 
| training tool I've ever 


SOLO HITTER Works! 
Guaranteed! 


For a Free Brochure! 


ne mame in ld Dis ; 
atting Cages imeem itusria: 

‘all for Brochure ez speedin 14days. jo Majors, 

‘n 0F Softball, guaranteed to boost your power, quidcness m 

1-888-762-BATA | ir ieee cower: 


. TRAINING WEB as REE 
= WwW, 0.CO! 


www.netsv.com/bata 


LOOK 
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1998 RACING PREVIEW 
Action-packed photos, driver profiles, track layouts, up- 
to-date race schedules, 1997 statistics, expert com- 
mentary, and much more. Buckle-up for every. race, 


every week, TSN’s Stock Car Racing Preview will have — 


you ready to-go to-the races! 


“FANTASY 

BASEBALL PREVIEW 

The best advice and analysis for all you fantasy 

baseball players! Everything you need to prepare 

for-your fantasy baseball draft and manage your 
_team during the season. 


AVAILABLE WHEREVER MAGAZINES ARE SOLD. 
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K good man is hard to find 


orget the rest, but remember this: Latrell Sprewell said he’d kill 
PJ. Carlesimo. Forget the mouthpiece Johnnie Cochran, whose 
tuxedo lapel carries a button flashing little red lights: 


“Race Card ... Race [ 
Card.” | 
Forget Carlesimo, 
whose sin against Sprewell was 
his sulfuric manner. Imagine 
Bob Knight as a Marine drill 
instructor. That's PJ. crawling 
up Sprewell’s nostrils. 
The issue is this only: One 
man said he’d kill another, In 
some segments of society, such 
conversation is considered 
rude. 
Now let’s go to the 
lobotomy. Begin with the 
$32 million the Warriors had 
agreed to pay Sprewell for his 
AllStar skills. Let’s talk about 
what $32 million does to a . 


man’s brain. In Sprewell’s case, ‘apg. gGy MOST FOUL: Instead of expressing contrition for his attack on Carlesimo, 
Sprewell (seated, white shirt), defended himself as being ‘a good person.’ 


the $32 million did a frontal 
lobotomy. 

The surgery removed 
Sprewell’s power of reasoning and replaced it with a 
cash register, as proved twice in a week. First came his 
summary of how restrained his behavior toward 
Carlesimo actually had been: “If 1 really went after PJ., 
he'd look a lot worse than he did on TV.” 

At a subsequent damage-control news conference 
called on the pretext of apologizing to Carlesimo, 
Sprewell said, “I am a good person.” 

Note to Ye Editor: Stop the gol-danged presses. This 
is news. Heretofore, Latrell Sprewell had been famously 
insubordinate as well as famously fierce. He once tried 
to attack teammate Jerome Kersey with a two-by-four 
(stopped with the lumber in his hands, Sprewell vowed 
to return with a gun; authorities hid Kersey for three 
hours). 

Sprewell’s insubordination fetish came to its 
inevitable end at a Warriors practice December 1. He 


threatened to kill Carlesimo and might have done it—by . 


heart attack? strangulation? skull fracture?—if his hands 
hadn’t been pulled away from the coach’s throat. 

Am I being too hard on Sprewell? Maybe. Maybe to 
aman with a $32 million contract, the word “good” 
means something it doesn’t mean to mere mortals. 
Maybe he thinks being young, rich and famous is the 
same as being good. 

Who could blame him for thinking it? To quote 
Michael Kelly, writing about “racially inspired neglect” 
in the National Journal: “The white men who run pro 
and college sports value people like Sprewell too much, 
in the commercial sense, to care that, by tolerating the 
rise of a culture of thuggism in their business they are 
encouraging boys and young men to believe in a world 
where to be a success means not having to obey the 
rules: Study hard, learn manners, live within the law, 
get a job, don’t choke the boss. 

“This isn’t such a disaster for white kids; white 
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society will save them. But for black kids, 
it's the passport to a life where the best job 
they will ever get involves a bicycle or a 
burger or a Xerox machine.” 

As a proof of Kelly's thesis, 
we need only Sprewell’s words 
at his news conference: “I 
don’t think 10 years ofmy 
career should be wiped out by 
one mistake.” 

He makes a murderous 
threat and twice in 15 minutes 
assaults another person. He 
calls it a mistake. Not a crime. 
Not abhorrent behavior. Not a 
darkness of the soul that might 
have put him in prison for a 
long, long time. He calls it a 
mistake. You know, like a 
turnover. 

For reasons at once sad and 
frightening, I am reminded of a 
12-year-old killer whose street 
name is “Little B.” 

I wrote about a night when 
Little B carried a rifle. A man 
with his wife and two small 
children in his car stopped to 
pick up groceries. With the man still in the car, Little B shot 
him. He told police he did it because the man wouldn’t turn 
off thé car’s headlights. “He dissed me,” Little B said. Dissed, 
he thought of killing as an appropriate response. 

Dissed, Latrell Sprewell thought of killing. 

He calls it a mistake. 

Professional sports’ abdication of moral authority 
legitimizes such aberrant thinking. An uneducated, 
irresponsible, immature young man whose life’s values have 
been determined by his ability to play basketball will be a 
person for whom immense wealth creates the risk of self- 
destruction. As talent has been his pass through life, now 
money sets him free of all restraints. Anything goes. 

If the $32 million deal hadn’t ended his connection to the 
real world ... if the money hadn't left him convinced that his 
every whim should be catered to ... maybe then Lairell 
Sprewell would have realized that a good person doesn’t 
reach for a two-by-four to settle a dispute, doesn’t throttle 
his coach, doesn’t beg to be allowed back in the game he 
shamed. 

There is Latrell Sprewell’s real mistake. He should have 
accepted the NBA‘s one-year suspension with grace and 
thanks while promising to donate $7.7 million to the 
impoverished Oakland school district. Instead, he said the 
penalty was too great for what he did. 

Too great? No way. Had the NBA banned him for life, 
only small argument could be made against the penalty. 
Instead, Sprewell is to lose this year’s $7.7 million salary. 
The sad fact is, he likely won't lose even that. The way the 
money wheel turns, another NBA team will hire him and 
he'll get that money back in the new deal. . ~ 

Alas. By suspending Sprewell, all the NBA has done is 
given him a year's vacation with pay. Such a world. TSN 
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